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PREFACE, 
D1 T O R. 


O Writer ever was happier in fur- 
niſhing the World with Inſtruc- 
tion, and an agreeable Entertain- 
ment at the ſame time, than the Author 
of this Work; who ſeems to be bleſſed 
with an honeſt Heart, as well as a ſpright- 
ly Genius. To the Youth of both Sexes, 
ſuch ſhining Examples of Wiſdom and 
Probity are exhibited, as cannot fail to 
engage their Affections: And, by way of 
A2 


P R E F A G E. 
Contraſt, we meet with other Examples, 


Where Vice and Folly are e im their 
natural Deformity. © * : 


It has been long obſerved, that this 
Method of inſtilling good Principles into 
Youth' has met with more Succeſs than 
the beſt Rules of Morality, magiſterially 
enjoined : People are ever ready to ap- 
prove and commend. what they obſerve 
virtuous and laudable in others, eſpecially 
in their Superiors ; though it muſt be 
confeſſed they do not. always imitate 
what they thus approve ; which .ſome- 
times proceeds from Inattention, but of- 
tener from ill Advice, and ill Examples, 
too often ſet them by thoſe who ought to | 
have been he Guide of their Nouth ; ſuf- 
fering the neareſt Relations to aſſociate 
with Libertines, and run into all man- | 
ner of Exceſs. But as the Readers will 

be abundantly furniſhed with Remarks 
of this Nature in the following Work, 
the Editor only recommends it to their 
Peruſal; and acquaints them, that he 
lad no ſhare in n this excellent 
; Piece; 3 
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INTRODUCTION. 

HE Princeſs, Carinthia by the Death of an 

[ Uncle became Heir to the Crown of Aramant 

before ſhe was ten Years old. She had a Cou- 

ſin named Frederick, a Man by Ambition hardened 
into an abſolute Inſenſibility of Juſtice and Compaſſi- 

on. He could not bear to ſee himſelf ſupplanted by 

a Child, and determined by Art or Force to gain what 

was denied him by the Laws of the Land. 

- Prederic#'s Birth afliſted his Schemes for getting him- 

ſelf declared Regent of the Kingdom and Governor 

of the Princeſs. 

- This rank gave him the Power of 3 her 
from the Throne. By Popularity and laviſh Gifts he 
won the Army, who thought a Girl's Reign muſt prove 
unfavourable to them; and then awing the People 
with their Forces, he got himſelf declared Kin 
Knowing how much the Princeſs was already A 

for her promiſing Genius, and the Attachment the 
People had to the Rights of Succeſſion, he thought 
himſelf not ſufficiently aſſur'd, that, when the Prince? | 
ſhould arrive at an Age cap able of Government, he 
might not be deprived of "his ill-gained Dominion, 
In order, the better to ſecure it to himſelf, he refolved 
to remove Carinthia from the public Eye. Under 

pretence of an Indiſpoſition, and the Neceſlity for her 
trying a Change of Air, he ſent her to a Caſtle of his 

Vol. I. B on, 
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wn, ſituated near the Sea; and under an Appearance 


of State and Splendor ſurrounded her with a Number 
of Guards, choſen from amongſt thoſe who were the 
molt ſtrongly attached to his Intereſt. By the orders 
given to theſe Men, it was ſoon viſible that ſhe was an 


abſolute Prifoner, and that thoſe who were called her 
Servants were no other than her Goalers. An Ap- 


pearance of ſome State was at firit kept up in female 
Attendants ; but the ſolitary way of Life in which ſhe 
was placed, grew ſo diſagreeable to them, that ſhe 
was ſoon deſerted by all her Ladies, excepting one, 
named Sabrina, who having had the young Princeſs 


under her Care from the firſt Hour of her Birth, felt 


a Mother's Fondneſs for her Royal Charge, whoſe 

Heart was as amiable, as her Perſon was charming. 
Carinthia ſoon found herſelf unfortunate, tho' ſhe 

was too young to harbour all the Fears that might 


have entered a Mind more experienced in the ways of 


Men, and the cruel Effects of Ambition: Yet ſhe 
was of an Age to look on the Solitude to which ſhe 
was confined, as a very heavy Misfortune. She loved 
and reſpe cted Sabrina, was fond of Reading, and all 
the other Accompliſhments ſuitable to her Rank, 
which ſhe had Opportunities of Learning or of Im- 
proving ; but her youthful Mind required more lively 
Pleaſures to animate the Scene. A continued Courſe 


of Study was a Taſk not ſuited to her Age; Conver- 


fation would flag, and the Hours often hang heavy on 


her Hands. This frequently led her to complain of 


her hard Fate to Sabrina, and lament a Birth which 
deprived her of the Happineſs enjoyed by thoſe who 
bad no Poſſeſſions to excite the Ambition of any one. 
<< Had I been born to that humble Lot, (continued 
ſhe, one day) * I might now have lived in the En- 
c joyment of Eaſe and Contentment. Far removed 
c from dazzling Pomp and Splendor, I ſhould not 
cc have excited Envy in an Enemy, or Compaſhon in 
cc aFriend. I might then have received that Comfort 


- & and Aſſiſtance, which Equality muſt incline People 


c mutual 


3 


Ic 
cc 
66 


A Journzy through LIFE. 3 


ce mutually to give and expect; inſtead of being deſ- 


poiled by one Man, and neglected by others, who 
had ſcarcely the natural Ties of Society to regard 
me.“ 


Sabrina told the Princeſs, ſhe was not unaffected 


with her Misfortunes, -but that her Highneſs was 
greatly miſtaken, if ſhe imagined Happineſs fell often 
to the Share of thoſe in inferior Stations. Few,” 
(added ſhe) „ ever enjoy a large Portion of it, and 
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thoſe who do, have generally bought it dearly, 
Every Degree finds its Bleſſings blended with Evil; 
but as your Misfortunes bave befallen you ſo early, 
I hope they will be ſucceeded by many Years of 
Felicity, which may compenſate all paſt Sufferings. 
I afture you it is not ſo eaſy to find Objects of En- 
vy, as of Compaſſion, even among People of the 
Rank you imagine, ſo far removed from Cruelty 
and Oppreſſion. The Bad find great Pains from 
Remorſe of Conſcience, and the Good often ſuffer 
by their Goodneſs. From their moſt laudable Af- 
fections frequently ariſe the moſt ſevere and cutting 
Diſappointments. Were I to relate the man 

Proofs of the Truth of this Aſſertion, which dur- 
ing my long Experience of the World J have ſeen, 
you would allow I have not exaggerated the gene- 
ral Miſery. My Temper was naturally curious, 
and has been greatly gratified by the Talkativeneſs 
of my Acquaintance. To this Quality I am ob- 


liged for a full Conviction that every State, from 


the loweſt Peaſant to the higheſt Sovereign, has its - 
Sorrows and Diſappointments; each finds a rugged 
Road to paſs through in this World, which inclin- 
ing him to think his the rougheſt Path, leads him 
to envy his Neighbour, whoſe Fate, was he to try 
it, he would perceive to be no better than his own, 
Yours, my deareſt Carinthia (however unjuſtly in- 


. flicted) is rather dull than painful, Your Youth 


alone gives it the Sting; in a more advanced Age 
it would be leſs grievous, nay perhaps eligible; ſor, 
8 1 6 
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ſuch hath Solitude often appeared to People who 
bave lived long in the World, Not that I entirely 


approve their Choice: Society is ſo natural- to 


Mankind, that the Diſpoſition muſt be wrong 
which wiſhes to fly from it; but yet, believe me, 


it wears not the Charms with which your Fancy 


decks it; it may be pleaſing to enjoy, but the Loſs 
of it ſcarcely deſerves a Sigh. This I allow is too 
hard a Leſſon to be taught to one of your Age, 
my Princeſs, and I could wiſh you were not re- 
duced to the Neceflity of learning it.” 

&« My dear Sabrina, (anſwered Carinthia) 50 "HU 
low that you are as much wiſer than I am, as I am 
gayer than you; but our Notions of Happineſs vary 
with our Ages, and muſt do ſo, ſince they depend 
on our Tempers, which change much between fif- 
teen and fifty Years of Age. However, tho' your 
Arguments may not be ſo powerful as to render me 
inſenſible to the Wearineſs with which our way of 
Life oppreſſes me, yet you may perhaps for a Time, 
ſuſpend the Senſe of it, by relating to me the ma- 
ny Inſtances which you ſay have come to your 
Knowledge, of the Univerſality of Diſtreſs. You 
will thereby lead my Imagination into the World : 

While you preſent a Multitude to my Eyes, perhaps 
I ſhall forget the Solitude wherein I-am placed; 

and become inſenſible to my own Misfortunes, 
while I am weeping over thoſe of others. Beſides, 
I cannot yet be ſo thoroughly convinced that all 


States have equal Sufferings annexed to them, as 


to be in good Humour with my Birth; and as I 
ſhould be glad to do it Juſtice, pray entertain me 
with your Experience, As for myſelf I am ne- 
ver likely to gain any, unleſs it be about the Wea- 
ther, or the Effects of the Seaſons on the Earth, 


for they are the only Objects that fall under my 


Obſervation.” „I am afraid, (anſwered Sabrina,) 
you will find thoſe I ſhall repreſent to you, are not 


more mg. There 1 is (1 own) ſufficient Va- 


cd, riety 


my 2 


A Journey through LIFE. & 
& riety in the Lives of a great Part of Mankind, to 
c be made Subjects for Entertainment in the Hands 
c of an able Relator ; but they are not likely to re- 
« ceive great Embelliſhments from me.” * Pray 
c then, let me have them unembelliſhed, replies 
Carinthia, „I will be contented with a olain Nar- 
ec rative. You told me the other Day, that I loved 
„Stories as well as if I was five Years younger; 
ce therefore, indulge my Fancy tho” it be childiſh.” 
« That I ſhall do very readily,” an{wered Sabrina, 
« and ſhall be happy if I find it in my Power to give 
& any Amuſement to you, who might have expected 
c to have ſeen the united Endeavours of a whole 
Kingdom directed to that End; for Subjects are 
cc eager in their Deſires to oblige Prin from whom 
d they hope to be rewarded by the Gratification of 
ce their Ambition, their Avarice, or their Vanity. My 
« greateſt Difficulty, continued ſhe, is to know where 
© to begin, as I really cannot recollect a Title to Pre- 
„ eminence in any of them.? 
As for Precedency, ſettle it as you vleaſe,” re- 
plied the Princeſs, “ I have no Conditions to make, 
but that you would be very circumſtantial. You 
e ſhall reſt as often as you deſire, my Friend Sabrina; 
but conſider ] have much Deſire to hear, therefore 
“ you need not hurry to the End; I love to have time 
eto feel a little Suſpence, and to give ſome Scope to 
« my Imagination.” 
«© You do not perceive,” anſwered Sabrina, e that 
« you are granting me a Liberty which I may extend 
to Tediouſneſs. Women of my Age love talking; 
after we are too old to attract the Eye, we redou- 
& ble our Endeavours to gain the Ear, and try to 
* make the Hearing recompence us for the NegleQs 
„ ſnewn by the other Sex. But we are never fo 
% loquacious, as when we can make the Diſcourſe 
turn to any Subject which brings our Vouth to our 
& KRecollection; we dwell with Pleaſure on every 
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Circumſtance of the Gaiety we have outlived ; and 
feel again the Vanity which Wrinkles had mortifi- 


ed, when we relate the Charms of which Age has. 


robbed us. Life at its full Extent, is ſhort, but 
the Life of Woman is more curtailed by the Fancy 
and Caprice of Men, than by Age or Diſtempers 
we are allowed to live only while our Complexions 
bloom, and when the Tree of Life is painted, if 
our Sex is thought of, it ſhould be expreſſed by a 
Roſe Tree, with this Difference only, that, after 
once being decayed, it ſhould be ſuppoſed never to 
bloom afreſh; for tho' we fade with the Roſe, our 


Spring never returns, all after is cold and dead 


Winter, and of no more Eſteem than the poor 
withered Stick of the Roſe Tree. In ſhort, when 
a Woman is dead in Beauty, ſhe might as well be 
dead in Law, for ſhe is never after a more agree- 
able Member of Society than if ſhe was a Ghoſt ; 
ſhe may ſright, but ſhe cannot pleaſe.” 

That all Pleaſure ſhould paſs away with our 
Youth is a melancholy Reflection,“ replied Ca- 


r:nthia, „ and the more ſo, as that very Youth is 
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from Cuſtom oppreſſed by ſo many Diſadvantages. 

« will begin my Obedience to your Highneſs's 
Commands, faid Sabrina, „ by an 3 of a 
Lady with whom I eſtabliſhed an Intimacy during 
the Time, that by Accidents, which you well know, 
it was my Fate to ſpend in Zzg/and. The Subject 
of our Diſcourſe leads me to give her this Prefe- 
rence, as ſhe was almoſt the only Woman 1 have 


ever met with, who endeavoured to conquer the 


Diſadvantages our Sex labour under, and who 
proved that Cuſtom, not Nature, inflicts that De- 
pendence in which we live, obliged to the Induſtry 


of Man for our Support; as well as to his Courage 


for our Defence, 


THE 


2 


* 
- 
V 32 
» OY 


H r 


O F 


LEONORA and. LOUISA, 


CHAPTER I, 


EONORA being the only Daughter of Horten- 
1 ius and Hillaria, © was the object of great fond- 
cart and indulgence. Hillaria loved her even to 
a blameable Degree, as it led her into a conſtant Com- 
pliance with Leonora's Inclinations, when the Autho- 
rity of a Parent was often requiſite to reſtrain them, 
or the Prudence ofa Friend to direct them right. 
Hortenſius had a Temper rather eaſy than tender, 
and an Underſtanding rather rational than acute. 
Finding it leſs troubleſome to be guided in any Path, 
than to walk alone in one of his own chuſing, he in- 
dulged his Daughter, through Indolence, as much as 
Fliliaria did through F ondnefs. Fortunately the 
Goodneſs of Leonera's Heart and Underſtanding, pre- 
ſerved her from the many bad Conſequences which 
might have been expected from this extreme Indul- 
gence. She was very deſirous of Improvement, which 
would never have been required of her, had it been 


contrary to her Inclination. She had two Brothers, 
who were educated at home; having much Emula- 
tion in her Temper, and very quick Parts, ſhe ac- 
companied them through all the Branches of their 


- Rs Learning, 
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Learning, and even excelled them in every Acquiſt- 
tion. Her Vanity did not encreaſe with her Know- 
ledge, tho' ſhe received much Flattery upon it. The 
old Tutor idolized Learning, as People are apt to do 
the only Qualification they have; deſiring in the Ho- 
nour they pay to the ſole Support of their Vanity, to 


make themſelves amends for the ſmall Portion of 


other Merits which Nature has beſtowed upon them. 
This old Man's Approbation of his fair Pupil, was 
not leſs ſincere than Hillaria's; he was charmed with 
the quick Progreſs ſhe made in learning Languages, 
though it could not make him blind to her Faults. She 
frequently underwent very ſevere Reprehenſions for 
the Aſſiſtance ſhe gave her Brothers in their Exer- 
ciſes; for if any Difficulties in their Taſks, or the 
Love of Play, prevented their performing them, they 
were ſure of her Aſſiſtance, who would at any time 
of Diſtreſs do the principal Part of them, rather than 
they ſhould ſuffer Correction; for though not fubject 
to it herſelf, ſhe had. as great Deteſtation of the Rod, 
as is uſually found in Scholars, who are in greater 
Danger of feeling the cutting Reproofs, which by it 
are given to Offenders. The Secreſy with which ſhe 
concealed the Faults of her Brothers, the Courage 
with which ſhe defended them when diſcovered, the 


Submiſſions ſhe would make to obtain their Pardon, | 


her Grief when, failing of Succeſs, the Puniſhment 


was inflicted, the Indignation ſne expreſſed when ſhe 


heard herſelf quoted for excelling in Things wherein 


they were deficient, to make them appear the worſe 


by the Compariſon, were all Failings in her Temper, 
which this wiſe Tutor endeavoured to cure, by teach- 
ing her the Independence wherein, according to his 


Opinion, every Individual ought to live, and the In- 
difference, which the Prudent would fee], to what only 


concerned others. He Joſt much Time, and man 
Words, in * her to learn that Wiſdom which 
4 4 leads 
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leads People to fix their Thoughts and Affections 
entirely on themſelves, excluding every one beſides 
from the leaſt Share in them. L£eonord's Obſtinacy 
was fo invincible, that theſe Precepts proved of no 
Effect ; ſhe continued as intereſted about her Bro- 
thers, as ever, and would even take many of their 
Faults on herſelf, knowing they would be more eaſily 
tolerated in her. Their Deſires always became her 
Requeſts, though ſhe would often have been glad not 
to have partaken of what ſhe had moſt Weng g 
begged. 

So very diſobedient was Leonora to her good Tutor's 
wiſe Inſtructions, that ſhe even extended her Conſide- 
ration for others beyond her Family and Play- fellows. 
When ſhe was a little Child, being very wild,” and 
not kept in a Confinement ſhe hated, ſhe would often - 
elope from her Servant, and alone wake Excurſions 
into the Park. On theſe Occaſions if ſhe met a Beg- 
gar, who feemed to want any Part of the Cloaths of 
which ſhe knew ſhe had a ſuperfluous Variety, ſhe 
would give whatever ſhe had on of the kind, and re- 
turn to the Houſe for the neceſtary Supply for herſelf ; 
nor could ſhe ever be made to underſtand, that the 
Reproofs which enſued, were not very unreaſonably 
founded: Her Argument in defence of what ſhe had 
done appeared to her unanſwerable; that they had 
none, and ſhe had more than enough, ſhe eſteemed 
a ſufficient Reaſon, for her to impart ſome of that 
Plenty which made the Inequality. If a Beggar re- 
queſted what ſhe had not about her, as Meat, Drink, 

or Money, ſhe would bring them home to be fatisfied ; 
it was very cuſtomary to ſee her return to the Houſe, 
conducting a ragged Set, and with eſpecial Care if 
there were any Children among them. 

From theſe Irregularities her provident Tutor prog- 
ee future Extravagancies, nor did his narrow 
Mind receive any Relief, by finding, that Reaſon in 
= B 5 | ſome | 
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ſome Degree reſtrained them as ſhe grew older, 
fince he ſaw the Temper remained the ſame, the Ob- 
jects and the Manner only were varied. But with all 
her Faults, ſhe continued his favourite Pupil, from 
her diligent Application to her Studies, which nothing 
could abate, not even the Company of a Couſin, 
whom your Highneſs will often hear me mention b 
the Name of Lauiſa; who by the Death of her Mo- 
ther being left deſtitute of any Proviſion, was ſupport- 
ed by her Aunt Hillaria, and by her Diſtreſs endear- 
ed to Leonora. | 1 
The very quick Progreſs Leonora made in ever 
thing ſhe choſe to undertake, afforded her the Means 
of acquiring female, as well as male, Accompliſh- 
ments. She arrived at great Perfection in Painting, 
and became a Proficient in Muſic. In Elegance of 
Perſon and genteel Behaviour ſhe excelled no leſs, 
Nature had been as elaborate on her outward Form, 
as in the framing of her Mind; ſhe was tall, her 
Limbs formed in the exacteſt Proportion and Deli- 
cacy; her Complexion was of a White and Red ſo 
very reſplendent, as took off the Attention of her Be- 
holders from a very fine Set of Features, which tho” 
the moſt regular and beautiful I ever ſaw, were ſcarce- 
ly to be numbered among her Charms, they were ſo 
infinitely excelled by the various Expreſſions in her 
Countenance ; her Eyes which were of a fine Blue, 
ſpoke every Thought, and in her Face every Virtue 
appeared in Succeſſion, joined with the greateſt Viva- 
city, Penetration, and Senſibility, according to the 
Turn of Converſation in which ſhe happened to be 
engaged. Every Look was attractive, and charmed 
the moſt inſenſible; every Motion was ſo peculiarly 
graceful, and accompanied with ſo much Dignity, as 
challenged that Reverence and Regard which are due 
to one of a very ſuperior Rank; Nature had given her 
a Right to Reſpect and Veneration above what Titles 


n ave 
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can create, fince her Claim was on the Heart, theirs 
only from Form and Cuſtom. 


Thus framed by Nature, and accompliſhed by Art, 
Leonora enjoyed the Happineſs ſhe communicated to 


thoſe that loved her, till her fifteenth Year, when her 


tender Heart received a very ſevere Wound by the 
Death of her Mother. Leonora's Paſſions were -natu- 
rally ſtrong, and had acquired Strength daily from the 
Indulgence of her Parents ; her Affections were more 
than proportionably violent. The Loſs of Hillaria 
was the firſt Thing which had ever contradicted her 
Withes, a Power the could not with Patience al- 
low even to all-powerful Death. Her Grief was be- 


yond Deſcription. But the Concern ſhe ſaw it gave 


her Brothers and Louiſa, made her determine to con- 
ceal it, and not appear ungratefully inſenſible to their 
kind Endeavours to amuſe her Sorrows. This Con- 
{traint, and the ſteady Purſuance of her Studies, as 
ſoon as her Mind became a little compoſed, proved of 


Service to her. 


Leonora, row Miſtreſs of Hortenſ zus*s Houſe, made 
herſelf a good deal of Employment by her Care to 
2cquit herſelf well in the Charge. She omitted no 
Means of contributing to the Eaſe and Pleaſure of all 
its Inhabitants, but more eſpecially of Louiſa s; for, 
though her Affection for her Brothers, was not inferior 
to that ſhe felt for her Couſin, yet Louiſe s unhappy 
Circumſtances made her more nicely attentive to her 
Gratification in every thing within her Power. She 


enceavourtd to remove from her Heart, all the pain- 


ful Senſations which ariſe from the Thoughts of an 
uncertain Dependence, Nor was ſhe unſucceſsful ; 
Loutja was fo ſatisfied in Leonora's Affection, that ſhe 
ſcarcely formed a With to be leſs dependent on it, ex- 


. Cept it were to have the Power of ſhewing more con- 


ſpicuouſly, the Warmth of her Gratitude, 
Hirlenſius's Family were not deſtined to continue 
long 
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long i in this happy Situation. Before they had enjoyed 
it two whole Years, it was their Fate to have a Mi- 
ſtreſs very different from Leonora ſubſtituted in her 
place, by Hortenſiuss Choice of a ſecond Wife. Her 
Name was Arabella, ſhe was young and handſome, 
and when Views of Intereſt induced her to controul 
her natural Temper, could be very agreeable. - She 
was poſſeſſed of no remarkable Share of Underſtand- 
ing; but in Art and Hypocriſy no Woman could ex- 
cel her, 

Arabella's farſt Appearance, and the Reſpect Leo- 
nora entertained for every Inclination of her Father's, 

diſpoſed her with Pleaſure to receive her for a Mo- 
ther; and ſhe hoped to ſee him happy in her as a 
Wife, and to receive much Pleaſure from her, herſelf, 
as an agreeable Friend; though her Character was fo 
far known in the Family, that the reſt felt very differ- 
ent Senſations on the Occaſion. 

Hortenfius's Fortune had been Arabella's ſole Ob- 
ject i in marrying him; impatient to turn her Mar- 
riage as much and as ſpeedily to her Advantage as 
poffible, ſhe ſoon began her Endeavours of extinguiſh- 
ing in him all natural Affection for his Children, and 
omitted no Arts which the moſt infernal Cunning 

could ſuggeſt, to make thoſe who had a natural Right 
both to his Fortune and to his Love, appear criminal 
in his Eyes. 

Heortenfius was a Man eaſily impoſed on, and {ti} 
more eaſily ſilenced, wantipg Spirit to defend his 
Children, even when his Heart did not condemn. 

them. 
Arabella firſt made Fs ſuffer all that ill Cr 
could inflict ; but poſſeſſed of the moſt perfect and 
tender Affection 4 each other, the Pleaſures ariſing 
from it, enabled them to ſupport the Treatment they | 
received from her, with a Degree of Compoſure which 


in fome meaſure diſappointed her Aim. 7 
I Fearing 
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Fearing Hortenſius's Sons would too well juſtify 
themſelves to their Father, and baffle her pernicious 
Arts, ſhe determined to remove them from his Sight, 
and ſoon effected her Deſigns, on pretence of ſending 
them, on the Death of their old Tutor, to private 
Maſters-for Education, though they were arrived at 
an Age, and Perfection in Learning g, which would 
have put an End to all ſuch Thoughts in any one, 
whoſe Motive was their Improvement and Happineſs. 

This Separation created great Grief among them, 
and to embitter it the more, they were ſent into dit- 
ferent Counties, at too great a Diſtance for them to 
meet. The eldeſt was afflicted at leaving a Siſter he 
tenderly loved, and a Couſin who was dear to him, 
in ſo unhappy a Situation; but Leonard (the younger) 
was {till more ſenfibly affected, becauſe the moſt ar- 
dent Paſſion ſubſiſted between him and Louiſa, which 
made it a Suffering little leſs than Death to part. 

Arabella leſs feared Leonora, whoſe generous Tem- 
per ſhe knew would ſuffer any ill Treatment, rather 
than endeavour to undeceive her Father in the Opinion 
he had conceived of his Wife, on which all his Con- 
fidence in her, and conſequently all his Eaſe aud Hap- 
pineſs depended. This Preference gave little Plea- 
ſure to my Friend, who regretted her being continued 
at home, as much as her Brothers repined at their be- 
mg ſent away. While ſhe ſaw. that her Mother-in- 
law uſed every Means of expelling her from her Fa- 
ther's Heart, ſhe could not be glad that her Sex 
would not allow a decent Pretence for: removing her 
from his Sight. | 

Whenever Hortenſius was not ; bree Leonora re- 
ccived continual Tokens of Rage and Scorn from gra- 
bella; both which ſhe thought ſhould not have fallen 

to her Share, as the Object of Contempt ſhould be 
below our Anger. 

Before Horten ſius, Arabella put on an Air of F ondnels 


lor his Daughter, and told the malicious Inventions of 
her 
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her productive Brain, as a painful Taſk to which Sin- 


cerity obliged her. As her View was to drive Leonora 


into Meaſures that ſhould make her appear criminal in 
her Father's Eyes, as well as to the World, ſhe omit- 
ted no Opportunities of tormenting her. She would 
not ſuffer her to read, paint, or employ herſelf in any 
of the Amuſements which the peculiar Advantages of 
her Education afforded her, but confined her to Plain- 


work, as the only proper Buſineſs of her Sex. When 


Company came to the Houſe, Envy made Arabella fre- 
quently order Leonora to her Chamber, telling Horten- 


ſus ſuch Confinement was neceſſary, to prevent her 


growing aſſured, for that by her improper Education, 
and the Attention and Flattery ſhe received from all 
Company, who had accuſtomed themſelves to it, in 
order to humour the blameable Fondneſs of her Pa- 
rents, ſhe would acquire a Self- conceit that muſt en- 
tirely ruin her. 


But all the Morcifications Aralulla's fertile Malice 


could bave contrived, Lecnora could more eaſily have 
borne, than the 11] Treatment Luiſa received from 
her. That Nependence which had occaſioned Leoni/a's 


being ufed with more Reſpect and Delicacy by Leo- 


nora, than would have hw. natural to the Freedoms 
of Friendſhip towards one of equal Fortune, now be- 
came the Reaſon of the worſt of Uſage. Arabella be- 
ing determined either to turn LoyzJa's Neceſſities to 
her own Advantage, or compel her to ſeek for ſome 
other Refuge, treated her more like a Slave than the 
Relation of a Family into which ſhe had married. - She 
required Services from her that her own Servant would 
have refuſed to execute, and was diligent, hourly, 
both by Word and Action, to remind her of her De- 


pendence. Leonora would frequently on her Knees 


entreat Arabella to ſuffer her to perform the Offices ſhe 
required of Louiſa, and promiſe to execute them with 


Joy and Gratitude, if ſhe would but excuſe her Cou- 


ſin; but all without Succeſs z and when Leonora 
; would 


. 


— 
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would accompany Louiſa in the Performance of them, 
in Hopes by ſharing the Indignity to leſſen her Senſe of 
it, freſh Perſecution was ſure to follow. 

Though Leonora was naturally impatient of Con- 
troul; yet her good Senſe made her bear with Com- 
poſure what ſhe could not remedy, as long as it only 
regarded herſelf; but the Arts ſhe fa uſed to prejudice 
her Father againſt her Brothers, the Inventions of 
Arabella's Malice for that Purpoſe, and the Treat- 
ment Louiſa received, affected her generous Mind 
more deeply, and raiſed an Indignation which ſhe had 
not Art to hide, nor ſufficient Philoſophy: to repreſs. 
Her Heart was too ſenſible of the Sufferings of her 
Friend, not to feel the utmoſt Diſtreſs at ſeeing the 
declining State of Health into which Vexation ſoon 
brought Louiſa; ſhe was judged in the utmoſt Dan- 
ger, and Buxton Waters (a Remedy pretty much in 
Uſe in England) were declared neceſſary for her; but 
though Leonora aſked only for Permiſſion for her to go 
thither, offering herſelf to pay all the Expences of the 
Expedition, yet Arabella would not conſent to the 
Abſence of one ſhe hated, becauſe it would for ſome 
time deprive her of the Power of gratifying her 
Hatred. | | 4 

When Leonora was thus oppreſſed with more Grief 
than ſhe was able to ſupport, the Burthen was {till 
encreaſed by the Courtſhip of a Gentleman in the 
Neighbourhood ; a Man of above fifty Years of Age, 
odious both tn Perſon and Heart, and deſpicable in 
_ Underſtanding, Leonora was the firſt Thing, except 
his Money, for which he had ever conceived the leaſt 
Affection; and he frequently informed her, how great 
he eſteemed the Obligation he ſhould confer on her, 
by. receiving her for his Wife, who was ſo much his 
Inferior in worth, meaning in Riches, the only Merit 
to which he was ſenſible. . 

Arabella, deſirous of ſeizing the firſt fair Opportu- 

nity of getting quit of Leonora, encouraged * old 

85 | an's 
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Man's Pretenſions ; and ſo ſucceſsfully exerted her 
Power over Hortenſius, that notwithſtanding the ſtrong 
Oppoſition Leonora made, and the molt earneſt and 
humble Entreaties ſhe could addreſs to her Father, a 
Day was fixed for her Marriage with this Miſer. A 
full Determination to avoid ſo deteſtable an Union, 
now joined with the Defire of ſaving the Life of Leui- 
ſa, which it was plain could be but of very ſhort Du- 
ration under ſuch Uſage, and her Brother Leonard's 
moſt earneſt Prayers, added to her own Inclinations, 
wrought her to a Reſolution of delivering her by any 
means. Their different Motives all tended to the ſame 
Purpoſe, and made her determine to fly from a Houſe 
where her Happineſs was threatened with ſuch differ- 
ent Means of Deſtruction. The Fear of a hated Huſ- 
band, the Prefervation of the Life of a dear Friend, 
and of a Brother whoſe Lite depended on that of his 
beloved Coulin, were Motives that got the better of 
her Fear of the World's Cenfure, which would have 
conquered weaker Conſiderations. 
&« Surely (faid Carinthia interrupting her) ſhe was 
ein no great Danger of ſuffering in that reſpect; the 
World could ſcarcely blame a Flight undertaken 
* for ſuch juit Reaſons. The Tyranny that would 
& force a Woman to marry a Man ſhe does not love, 
© muſt excuſe any Meaſures which ſhe is reduced to 
ce take to avoid them. | | 
To the Humane and Rational it may,” replied 
Sabrina, but they are only a very ſmall Part of the 


% World, and much the moſt filent. | The Multi- 


be tude, 1 affure you, would judge very differently; 
„% an Union of Fortunes, not an Union of Hearts, 
e is the Thing generally aimed at in Marriage; and 
& by thoſe who eſteem themſelves prudent People, is 


c thought the only rational View. There is no di- | 


vine Ordinance more frequently diſobeyed than 
% that wherein God forbids human Sacrifices, for in 
„ no other Light can I ſee moſt Marriages, Brazen 


Images 
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Images indeed are not the Objects of their Wor- 
6e ſhip, a purer Metal is their Deity. Every one that 
c reads in ancient Hiſtory of human Sacrifices, ex- 
& claims againſt the horrid Practice, and trembles at 
ce the Relation, tho' ſcarcely one of the female Rea- 
« ders, if of a marriageable Age, but will, the next 
«© Moment, begin to deck her Perſon like an adorned 
Victim, in hopes of tempting ſome golden Idol to 
C receive her as a free-will Offering.” 

« wonder,“ anſwered Carinthia, “ that the ſame 
c Vanity which tempts Women thus to ſacrifice 
% themſelves for Money, does not arm them more 
4 ſtrongly againſt an Union with a Brute who is poſ- 
&« ſeſſed of it. Could any thing more humble ones 
ce Pride, than to enter into a State where one ſhould 
ce be deemed a Part of ſuch a Wretch? As Love is 
< ſuppoſed to ariſe from ſome Similitude, I ſhould be 
“ aſhamed to be thought to conceive any for a Man 
te whoſe external or internal Deformity, might make 
& a Reſemblance diſgraceful ; and I ſuppoſe no Wo- 
& man can have the Aſſurance to confeſs ſhe has 
& married a Man whom ſhe diſlikes, tho ſhe may 
& declare it prudent in others to do fo.” 

* Your Highneſs has a very poor Opinion of the 
& Aſſurance of many of your own Sex,” ſaid Sabri- 
na, „they can declare their Averſion to the Man 
&« they marry, both by their Words and Actions, 
_ © without putting the leaſt Force upon their Model- 
ty; I affure you, Bluſhes are not ſo eaſily raiſed 
in many very fair Complexions. But to continue 
„ my Story! 

Aſter taking the beſt Meaſures they could. before 
the Day appointed for Leenora's Marriage, ſhe, with her 
Couſin, and an honeſt maid Servant who had ed in the 
Family from her Childhood, made her Eſcape from 
Hlortenſiuss Houſe. Louiſa's ill State of Health ob- 
liged them to travel fo ſlowly, that if a ſtrict Search 


had been made after them, they would have had little 
Chance 
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Chance of eſcaping; but they with Reaſon truſted to 


an Unwillingneſs in Arabella towards bringing them | 


back, She did not diſappoint their Hopes, for the or- 
dered Matters fo that they arrived at Buxton without 
Diſcovery. But at a Place to which People reſorted 


from all Parts of England, and where they lived in the i 


ſame intimate Society as if they were only one large 


Family, ſome Diſguiſe was neceſſary to prevent their 


being known. After much Conſideration on this Sub- 
ject, it was determined that Leonora ſhould aſſume the 
Habit of a Clergyman, and that Louiſa would be ſuf- 
ficiently concealed by blacking her fair Hair, and giv- 
ing by Art a Colour to her Cheeks which even in 
Health Nature had denied her. Leonora uſed as much 
Care to Shade the Reſplendency of her own Complexi- 
on as to improve her Couſin's, in order to leſſen in 
fome Degree the Effeminacy of her Countenance, 
which before made her not appear Man enough even 
fora Lady's Page. They thought themſelves more fit to 
be roving Citizens of the World as Brother and Siſter, 
than if they had both appeared as mincing Ladies, for 


ſince Knight-errantry ceaſed, Damſels Errant have 


been in very perilous Situations. Temptations and 
Follies are the Giants and Monſters, and Deceit and 
Ignorance the Magicians, from which they find no 


Heroes to reſcue them. Many a ſeeming courteous 


Knight and gentle Squire, will undertake the Protec- 
tion of the diſtreſſed Nymphs, but they ſoon ſhew their 
Gallantry is widely different from the Chivalry of 
old; the poor Damſels find themſelves inticed by male 
Syrens, who prove more baleful Monſters thon thoſe 
from which they pretended to deliver them. Since a 
Man's Habit was judged neceſſary for one, Leonora's 
Height, her Spirit and Learning, made her the more 
proper for it. But ſhe could not reconcile this Me- 
tamorphoſis of her Sex to the Delicacy of her Mo- 
deſty, except by aſſuming the Dreſs of a Clergyman, 
which left her Petticoats tho' it took from her her 

| 7 Sex, 
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Sex, and obliged People of any Degree of Politeneſs 
to behave with much the ſame kind of Decorum in 
her Preſence as if ſhe had appeared a Woman. She 
thought herſelf excuſable in making free with the 
ſacerdotal Habit, as her Conduct would bring no Re- 
flection upon it. | 
Thus equipped, our young Ladies began to enjoy 
an Eaſe of Mind to which they had been fome time 
Strangers; they had indeed launched into a World 
where they muſt expect to meet with many Difficul- 
ties, and had Reaſon to fear various Diſtreſſes; but 
their late Sufferings had left ſo ſtrong an Imprefion on 
their Minds, that they felt the Joy of being delivered 
from them too ſenſibly, to be ſuſceptible of any Fears 
for the future. Beſides, tho Leonora had not diſco- 
vered by Study the Philoſopher's Stone, which I own 
in her preſent Situation. would have been the moſt 
uſeful Thing ſhe could have poſſeſſed, yet Nature had 
given her a Bleſſing which comes the neareſt to it; 
tho* ſhe could not turn all Things into Gold, ſhe 
could find Matter for Mirth in almoſt every Circum- 
{tance of Life; there was nothing but the Diſtreſs of 
her Friends, out of which ſhe could not extract En- 
tertainment; Difficulties which chicfly'touched herſelf 
only ſerved to rouſe her Spirits and Courage, and 
quicken her Invention. Chearfulneſs is certainly the 
beſt Treaſure of the Heart, tho' it cannot purchaſe 
every Pleaſure, it can transform every thing into one, 
and no Laviſhneſs will leflen the Stock. Thus i in na- 
tural Wealth Leongra was rich, tho' of artificial Trea- 
ſures ſhe had but a fmall Proviſion ; with this Temper 
while her Friends were Eaſy ſhe could not fail of be- 
ing Happy, tho' ſhe had little Chance of being Rich; 
her Mind; was like an April Day, Clouds may "darken 
it, and Storms deſtroy its Serenity, but at Intervals 
the Power of the Sun muſt prevail, it will break forth 
and enliven the Gloom. Louiſa was by Nature, by 
A — of mee, and by Love made leſs 
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gay; but, Leonora 5 Temper ; {o far got the better of ö 


her Diſpoſition, that nothing reſerved or melancholy 
appeared in her Converſation or Behaviour. 
Idleneſs 'or Convenience are the common Links oh | 
Society; in the genteel Jeſts the former generally is 
the Band of Union; they conſider Time only as a 
Burden which grows the lighter for being ſhared, and 
they are glad to accept of any one to leſſen the 
Weight. Tho' the great Rudder of Mankind is Self- 
Love; yet ſo prepoſterouſly do they uſe it, that to be 
reduced to converſe with their own Thoughts, is the 
heavieſt Misfortune which can befal them, and they 
very humbly are contented to take any thing in Ex- 
change for them, giving to others what they reject for 
themſelves. But at Buxton, Neceſſity, a Band not 
more ignoble unites the Company into the moſt intimate 
Society, of which our Nymphs ſoon became admired 
Members. Leœonora's Beauty charms many of the 


young Ladies; ſhe ſoon found by the forward Advan- 


ces of the Coquets, and the ſly Glances of the Prudes, 
that an effeminate- Delicacy in a Man is not diſagree- 
ble to a Sex to whom it ſhould more peculiarly be- 
long. The Widows indeed, and ſome of the more 
experienced Matrons, looked with a Mixture of Scorn 
upon her; the antient Ladies efpecially, to whoſe 
Chins Age had given an Ornament that even Leonora's 
Manhood could not boaſt, proud of their hoaty Ho- 
nours would frequently ridicule her want of Beard, 

and elated with their Abundance, deſpiſe her Pover- 
ty. She would have been glad, if ſhe could have 
borrowed what they might ſo well have ſpared ; but 
as that could not be, ſhe w as obliged to bear the Jeits 
which were half whiſpered among them, with the beſt 


Aſſurance ſhe could ſummon, and had at the ſame 


time the Gratification of over-hearing very difterent 


Obſervations made by the younger Part of the Com- 
pany; one would praiſe her Features, another her. 


Complexion, a third ſigh out, as {mooth as Hebe's 


unrazogep bs 
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unrazored Lips; thoſe who had ſtudied Romances 
compared her to Pyrocles, and in ſhort to all the-ima- 
ginary Heroes who had been celebrated for effeminate 
$cauty, declaring the Deſcription of each was exactly 
her Picture. But all lamented the want of a laced 
Coat and Bag-Wig, and grieved that ſo pretty a Fel- 
low ſhould be diſgraced by an odious canonical Habit, 
Louiſa was not much leſs admired among the Men, 
but an old Gentleman foon appeared particularly at- 
tached to her, a Man whoſe Senſe and Learning 
would have made him- an agreeable Friend ; but that 
there was another Character in which he would more 
gladly have been well received, was very viſible. Love 
for Louzrſa made him ſoon become the Friend of her 
ſuppoſed Brother, who, pleaſed with the Converſation 
of a Man ſo agreeable, joyfully cultivated this Diſpoſi- 
tion, and they became very intimate Acquaintance. 


Many Ladies ſought Louz/a's Friendſhip for the | 


ſake of her Brother, but none with ſo much Succeſs 
as a very pretty young Girl, who was ſo very amiable, 
that Aeonora grieved at finding her Heart ſo thrown 
away. Lætitia (for that was her Name) endeavoured 
by all the Arts of Reſerve and Modeſty, to hide her 
Paſſion from all Eyes, and moſt of all from Leonora's; 
but it is very difficult for Woman to conceal from 
Woman the Situation of her Heart, eſpecially before 
Time has abated the Vivacity of her Sentiments, and 
rendered the expreſſive Countenance leſs liable to re- 
ceive the ſucceſſive Images which at firſt are imprinted 
on it by the various Emotions of the Mind. In Youth 


the Face, like the Mind, is a fair Blank, ready to re- 


ceive any Impreſſions, and changing as often as new 
Thoughts ariſe, till the more frequent Exerciſe of 
ſome of the expreſſive Muſcles contract the Features 
into a ſettled Form, Diſſipated, "Thoughtful, Grave, 
or Gay, according to what has been ofteneſt convey- 
ed by the Mind to the Face. The enamoured Lætitia 
nd none of theſe Remains of Time and Experience 
b her 
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Cl 


her Eyes were intelligible, and her Complexion tranſ- 
parent. With ſuch treacherous Betrayers who can 
hide a Thought? What in Words is no more than 


polite, by the Eyes is made tender. 
Leonora in pity of ſo miſplaced a Paſſion took every 


Opportunity to inform Lætitia of the Inſenſibility of | 


her Heart, and that Friendſhip was. the warmeſt Af- 
fection it was capable of feeling. This made little 
Alteration in the tender Lætitia, ſhe was contented in 
finding Leonora would not be her Lover, as long as 
ſhe could hope for her as a Friend. To thoſe whoſe 
Paſſions ſeemed leſs ſincere, Leon:ra was as gallant 
as they could reaſonably deſire, and was as true a Co- 
quet as themſelves. Louija's Votaries were not fo 
agreeably amuſed, her Affection for her Couſin Leo- 
ard, extinguiſhed in her Breaſt that Vanity which 
leads Women to like the Love while they are indiffe- 
rent to the Lover. But the moſt aſſiduous of her Ad- 
mirers was Mr. Varrington, the Gentleman J have al- 
ready mentioned; unlike moſt Men of his Years, 
who generally grow as flow in their Proceedings as if 


the good Fortune of having long eſcaped Death, had 


taught them to expect Immortality here. But Love, I 
believe, conquers this Indolence at any Age, every 
Lover propoſes to himſelf an Eternity of Love, and 
it is the only kind of Eternity wre; are in haſte to 
begin. 

While our young Ladies were mixing Diverſ on 
with their Endeavours for the Recovery of Leuiſa's 
Health, they were ſurprized by the Arrival of two 
Perſons, who, as they will have a great Share in the 


future Adventures of our Ladies, I will with your 


Highneſs's Permiſſion leave them to refreſh themſclves 
after their Journey, while I take a little reſt after this 
long Narration, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


Continuation of the Hiſtory of Lroxon A and 
Lovisa. 


HE next Day Carinthia intreated Sabrina to 
proceed with her Narrative, and inform her 
who the People were that ſhe before wanted Breath 
to mention, for that from thence ſhe had led her to 


expect Perſons of great Conſideration and Impor- 


tance, 


I am ſorry for that, anſwered Sabrina, as perhaps 


your Highneſs will not be fo well ſatisfied with their 


Appearance, as our two Ladies were, ſince they were 


no other than Leonard the Brother of Leonora, and the 
Son of Loui ſa's old Lover, whom for want of having 


a more Chriſtian- like Name ready I ſhall call Calidore; 


can I find a better for a young Man I would immediQ- 


ately introduce into your Favour, than this, which in 
poetic Fiction has been made to ſignify Courteſy? 
The Sir Calidore I celebrate, I ought to tell your 
Highneſs, had been near half a Vear under the ſame 
Tutor with Leonard, in order to improve himſelf in 


one Branch of Study, for in other Reſpects his Edu- 


cation was finiſhed, he being near twen 2 Years 
of Age. During this Time a great Friendſhip had 


grown between the two young Gentlemen. Calidore 


had now obtained the Inſtruction he wanted, and was 
ſent for by bis Father to meet him at Buxten ; he 
found Leonard did not leſs envy him the Place to which 


he was going, than grieve for his Departure. The 


deſire of ſeeing his Louiſa made Leonard ardently long 
to accompany Calidore, but the two Requiſites he 
had no hope of obtaining, Money, and his Father's 


Permiſſion, the very aſking of which might give the old 


Gentleman Suſpicions of TLeonora's abode. 
24 Caiidore 
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Calidore found Means to conquer theſe Impediments; 
his Father's Generoſity gave him the Power of defray- 
ing his Tutor's Expences at Buxton, which would ac- 


count for, and excuſe, Leonard's going thither. The 
old Man was eaſily perſuaded to accept the Offer, as | 


the Waters had been declared neceſſary for ſome 


Complaints with which he was afflicted ; but as he : 


had no very lively Apprehenſions of any Death but 


ſtarving, the Care of his Health would not have 


carried him, had it not been for the additional Induce- 
ment of living at any one's Expence rather than at his 
own. A Journey could not but make a formidable 
Appearance to the Imagination of a Man, who, tho? 
above threeſcore Years of Age, had never been twenty 
Miles from his Pariſh, In the Church belonging to it 
he ſucceeded his Father, as well as in a ſmall Eſtate, 
which by his Frugality had been encreaſed. His Mo- 
ney and his Perſon were equally confined to his own 
Houſe, for his Generoſity and Charity were not more 
extenſive than his Curioſity; he had not enough of 
any of the three to lead a Thought from home ; nor 
were either his Doors or Purſe open to any one unlefs 
ſome certain Advantage was ready to enter. 'Though 
he was well read in the Scriptures, they had not 


taught him Charity; the only Text which inſpired 


him with even a momentary Inclination towards it, 
was that which ſays, He who giveth to the Peor, lendeth 
to the Lord; and the ſudden Impulſe was corrected by 
reflecting, that he ſhould not be paid in the ſame Coin. 
He was not ſo exorbitant an Uſurer as to require eter 
nal Happineſs as the Intereſt of his Money ; more mo- 


derate in his Demands, he-contented himſelf with fa= =? 


vouring his Pariſhioners with the Loan of ſmall Sums, 
at not above double the legal Intereſt. 
His Learning being leſs the Object of his 1 than 


his Gold, he imparted it more freely, and had the Re- 


putation of enriching and cultivating the Underſtand- 


ing. While he almoſt ſtarved the Body, he liberally 


feaſted 
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feaſted the Mind, and his Pupils never being ſtupified 


by the Fumes of Wine or gluttonous Repaſts, received 


more than ordinary Improvement. 

With this Tutor Leonard came, and joyfully for- 
rave the Famine which had reigned in his Houſe, for 
the Indulgence he thus gave to his Love. The Plea- 
ſure he and Louiſa received at Meeting, after ſo long 


| a Separation, in a few Minutes rewarded them for all 


paſt Pains. The Joy of two Lovers on ſuch an Oc- 
caſion is ſo exquiſite, as renders the rational and ſo- 


ber Satisfaction, felt by a Siſter at ſeeing a beloved 
Brother, too inſipid to deferve any more Place in my 


Story, than it found in Leonard's Thoughts; fo Leo- 

nora ſhall enjoy her's uninterrupted, while I give ſome 

little Deſcription of Calidore. | 
Calidire's Face and Perſon were both extremely 


beautiful, but the Charms of each were greatly height- 


ened by his graceful Addreſs and Politeneſs. His 


= Good-fenſe was ſo tempered with Grood-nature and 


Gentleneſs, his Wit and Vivacity ſo entirely under 
the Direction of his Judgment, and his Learning ſo 
adorned with modeſt Diffidence, that Nature ſeemed 


to have formed him for a Companion to Leonora. 


His Heart was as tender and affectionate as her's, and 
no leſs capable of perfect Friendſhip. Had not her 
Dreſs checked the Impulſe which appeared natural, 


| ſhe might have firſt awakened in him a ſofter Paſſion, 


as he did in her, who till then had been a Stranger to 
any ſuch Senſations. But 1 will give a decent Time 


I for the Growth of her Paſſion, while I tell your High- 


neſs of a ridiculous Accident which now befel her, 
The Parſon of the Place being called away by ſome 
Buſineſs, entreated Leonora to preach for him the en- 
ſuing Sunday. Having little Notion of aſſuming fo 
important a CharaCter as ſhould make People think it 
their Duty to liſten to what ſhe ſhould ſay, and to re- 
ceive Inſtruction from her Mouth, ſhe uſed her utmoſt 
I. C Endeavours 
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Endeavours to excuſe herſelf ; but there being no other 


Clergyman there, her Denial had fo ill a Grace, that 
ſhe could not perſiſt in it, without giving People rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect ſome other Cauſe for it, than the Baſh- 


fulneſs of a young Divine; fo comforting herſelf with 


conſidering that the Character of Leonora was not at 
all concerned in the Manner the Rev. Mr. Vhiſion 
(the Name ſhe had aſſumed) ſhould acquit himſelf, 
the choſe a Text out of Eccleſiaſticus, and compoſed 
a Diſcourſe tolerably methodical. 

When the Sunday came ſhe mounted the Pulpit, 
with an Air ſo baſhful and diſconcerted, as did not at 
all agree with the Self- ſatisfaction of the bolder Sex, 
of which ſhe appeared. She pronounced her Text 
with ſo faltering an Accent, and ſo many Blufhes, 
that gentle Compaſſion ſat on every Countenance. 
But being ſeriouſly affected with her Subject, the 
Warmth of her Heart ſoon took off her Attention to 
her Audience, and left her only juſt Modeſty enough 
to grace her Words; and give her Doctrine the Air 
of Advice and Entreaty, rather than of commanding 
Injunctions; a Method to make it moſt availing, as a 
Preacher then has not both the Pride and Inclinations 
of his Audience to combat. 

Teeonora acquitted herſelf ſo well, that after the Ser- 
vice was over, ſhe was put more out of Countenance 
by the Compliments made her on her Sermon, than 
ſhe had been with preaching it. The Ladies declar- 
ed, „That Truths divine came mended from her 
« Tongue,” and Calidore was as much charmed with 
the Honour his Friend had gained, as either Loui ſa or 
Lernard; but theſe were not the moſt Sounder In- 
cidents ariſing from it. 5 | [3 

Before the End of the Week Lowe had thus be- 
gun, ſhe received a Letter from a Gentleman of Fa- 
ſhion not far from Buxton, deſtring her to favour him 
with her Company) hinting he bud Preferment in his 
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Gift which might be agreeable to her, and that her 
Merits were a ſufficient Recommendation to any Be- 


nefice. 1.1 ; =; 744-4 , 
Leonora little expected ſo generous an Offer from 


one with whom ſhe had not the leaſt Acquaintance, 


but deſirous to elude it as privately as poſſible, ſhe 
obeyed: the Summons directly. „ 
When ſhe came to the Houſe ſhe was left in a Room 


alone, to ruminate on the Similitude between her Fate 
and that of the quiet Man in the Fable, to whom 


Fortune came as he was fitting at his own Door, 
while: another ſpent his whole Life in a fruitleſs Search 


after the capricious Dame. Her Imagination was fo 
full of this Story, that, had a Female of pleaſing Form 


entered, ſhe would have been in Danger of being ad- 
dreſſed as that propitious Deity ; but inſtead of it ap- 
peared a very mortal Lady, Had ſhe thought of aſ- 
ſuming the Title of a Goddeſs, the plenteous Ceres 
muſt have ſuffered the Aﬀront of a very uncivil Com- 
pariſon ; for this Gentle woman's Perſon exhibited all 
the Profuſion, without any of the Beauties, of Plenty. 
She was about fifty, but could not be reproached with 


one Wrinkle; for her Skin was ſo highly ſtretched 


with the Abundance of Fat it had to cover, that it 
ſhone like a Looking-glaſs. Her Features, which 
had once been pretty, were now ſo loſt in Fat, that 


at a Diſtance it would have been difficult to know ſhe 


had any. She was dreſſed in a Cap that ſcarcely co- 


| is vered the Crown of her Head, but amends was made 
for the Smallneſs of it, by a Profuſion of Hair and 


Cherry-coloured Ribbon, Her Handkerchief was 


4 | twiſted in the Middle of her Neck, tied at Top with 


te ſame Ribbon which adorned her Head, and which 
= was put in Knots all down her Stays. Between her 


Handkerchief and laced Tucker ſhe diſplayed a large 


Portion of Neck ; plentiful, though not elegant, was 


3 the Feaſt ſhe had prepared for the Beholders Eyes; 


C2 | but 
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but what was wanting in Elegance was made up in 
Quantity; nor was the Colour much more delicate, 
being an honeſt wholeſome Mixture of red and brown; 


Nature, when he formed her, being in too nigardly 


a Humour to laviſh on any one the great Portion of 
Alabaſter-ſhine which was required to cover her whole 
Perſon, 

She addreſſed Leonera, by informing her, that * 
Couſin would wait on her as ſoon as be had finiſhed a 
Letter of Buſineſs, and had in the mean time deſired 
her to acquaint bis Viſor, with ſome Particulars 
concerning the Benefice he had mentioned in his 


Letter. 


She then walked up 1 down the Room wth ma- 


ny affected Airs, and after ſome time ſpent in pinch- 
ing her Tucker, puſhing it a little backwarder to en- 
large the Proſpect of the Perſon ſhe wiſhed to capti- 
vate, and adjuſting the reſt of her Dreſs, ſhe again, 


after a few Hems, began Converſation with a Que- 


ſtion which ſtartled Tang who did not immediately 
apprehend the Meaning of her Curioſity; * From 
your great Youthfulneſs I preſume, Sir, you are 
c not married?“ Being anſwered in the Negative, ſhe 
endeavoured to force Bluſhes into her Cheeks, from 


whence the Roſe had for ſome Years diſappeared, and 


reſigned its Place to red of a deeper and leſs bloom- 
ing Dye, and aſſuming an Air of great Modefty, 
playing with her Fingers, and fixing her Eyes on the 
Ground, I ſuppoſe,” added ſhe, in a ſoft Tone, 
„ you are acquainted with ſome of the Conditions of 
<« the Living.“ 

Leonora, to conform her Stile to *. Dreſs, anſwer- 


ed, with proper Formality and Stiffneſs, <* Fair Lady, 
J am a Stranger to every Circumſtance relating to it; 
and ſhall be indebted to you if you will remove my 
; ee by any uſeful Information.? 
Encouraged 4 
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Encouraged by the Willingneſs Leonora expreſſed 


to hear her, and perhaps by the Word, Fair, with 


which ſhe had commenced her Anſwer, ſhe ſat herfelf 
down by the blooming Divine, and after crying in a 
pert manner, „By and by, Sir, ſhe began to expa- 
tiate on the Neceſſity a Clergyman has for a Wife, 


and as ſuch a Help-mate ought to accompany a Bene- 
fice, ſhe ſuppoſed he was no Advocate for Celibacy, 
after he had Preferment ſufficient for the handſome 
Support of a Family. She went on to prove it to be 
according to the Ordinances of God, which Perſons 


fo particularly his Servants as the Clergy ought not to 


> 


« I imagine, Madam, replied Leonora, after this 


Declaration in favour of Matrimony, it would be 
needleſs to return the firſt Queſtion you put to me; I 
cannot doubt but you muſt have diſclaimed the Celi- 
bacy you cenſure ever ſince the firſt Dawning of your 
Charms; you therefore can tell, whether the Duty of 
Marriage is founded on the Obligation of contribut- 
ing to one's own Happineſs, or the Good of Society.” 


The Word Charms had raiſed her Smiles into a 

Simper, and had thrown her into ſuch Convulſions of 
Affectation, as rindered the Scene much more amul- 
ing to Leonora, whom, with a thouſand Grimaces, 


O 


the good Lady aſſured, ſhe was under a Miſtake, for 
ſo blind had ſhe been for many Years to this great and 


fundamental Duty, that the moſt paſſionate Addreſ- 
ſes, and moſt earneſt Entreaties, of Men in every 
Way agreeable, could not prevail on her to enter in- 


to Wedlock. Warmed with the Subject, ſhe pro- 
ceeded to relate, that ſhe had unſortunately fo very 
nice a Taſte, that ſhe had never been able to mect 


with a Man ſhe liked; „Till, ſweet Sir, I faw you 
at Buxton, happening by good Fortune to come to 
„Church there the Day you preached ;| and I look 
upon it as the Reward of Providence, for my having 


7 ke 2 ec been 


“crit. 
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te been always a very conſtant Churchwoman, ſince 
te it gives me the Power of making the Fortune of a 
young Gentleman, who, I can ſee, has great Me- 
But indeed, Sir, it is a ſad thing to be re- 
4c quced to offer one's ſelf, whatever Reaſon one may 
te have to believe one ſhall not be looked on as the 
<« worſt Part of the Benefice; but you muſt know, 
« Sir, continues ſhe, the Living now vacant is m 
c Portion, affecting a baſhful Giggle, and bending 
towards Leonora, that ſhe might without Trouble or 
Delay, prove the Extacy into which this Declaration 
had thrown her. 

Put Leonora, not finding the leaſt Tendency to- 
wards a Rapture, took no Advantage of the Naur 
able Poſture; but with an Air of Humility anſwered, 
that her Bounty far exceeded the weak Deſerts of the 


Perſon on whom fhe would confer ſuch Benefits. 


That the Weakneſs of her Underſtanding made her 


_ dread entire Happineſs. She was ſenſible, were ſhe 


bleſſed in every reſpect, ſhe ſhould be too ſtrongly 


attached to this World, and in admiring fo lovely a 


Wife, might forget the harſher Duties of her Profeſ- 
ſion, Her Frailties therefore obliged her to decline 
the Acceptance of ſo kind an Offer. She entreated 


her to make the Gentleman an Apology for her Cow- 


ardice, in not daring to undertake the two import- 
ant Offices of Paſtor and Huſband at the ſame time. 
The good Lady had been too long backneyed in 
the Ways of Men, and knew the World too well to 
receive this Denial as a Compliment ; ſhe had no Opi- 
nion of the Gentleman's being afraid to love a Wife 


wt much, an Exceſs ſew Men have reaſon to fear, if 


they judge either from Obſervation or their own Ex- 
perience; ſo out ſhe flew, enraged at her Diſappoint- 
ment, and. in a Moment brought the Gentleman the 
alle her Couſin, and then retired. 

Leonora was now e to liſten to an Ehünbe- 
ration 
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ration of all the Profits of the Living, and the Merits 
of the Lady who was to be tacked to it. The Gen- 
tleman expatiated on the Comforts of Matrimony with 
great Eloquence z and ſketched in fo lively a manner 
a ſnug Parfon's Life, that Leonora almoſt ſaw herſelf 


Z ſettled in a ſmall Houſe, with more Saſh-window 


than Wall; a little Garden of Ever-greens before it, 
a Church ſhadowed with folemn, Yews behind, and 
extended along each Side a Church-yard full of Tomb- 
ſtones, which at the ſame time ſhew the Poverty and 
Vanity of the Relations of the Dead ; and a 'cleanly 
mincing Wife, with a Multitude of Cherry-cheek d 
Children within the Houſe thus properly ſituated. She 


excuſed herſelf from this delectable State fo well drawn 


out, with all the Civility ſhe could, and left both the 


Benefices to a better qualified Incumbent. 


Leonora was too well entertained with her eſcape, 
not to acquaint her Friends at her Return to Buxton 
with the Dangers which had threatened her ; and there 
ſhe learned, that the Lady who made ſo handſome a 


Free-will Offering of herſelf, had, while ſhe had any 
Remains of Youth or Beauty, been the Miſtreſs of 
the Gentleman ſhe called her Couſin, who now tired 


with her Decay, and, what is more diſguſtful, long 


Poſſeſſion, was willing to ſanctify his Sin by dedicat- 


ing the Object of it to the Church, and at the ſame 


time get rid of her, and of any Reproaches, which, leſs 
well provided for, ſhe might have reaſon to make him. 
The Incumbrance with which this Living was 


charged was a fortunate Circumſtance for Leonora, as 
it well excuſed her from accepting it, and, inſtead of 


being ſuſpected of any other Reaſon, ſhe was congra- 
tulated on having eſcaped the Snare; and teazed about 


” 


| e of her Perſon, which they told her 
muſt have ma 


e the Deſtinies miſtake her Sex; fince 


none but Women were ever before devoted to fell 
1 Devourers: They compared her to Andromeda, and 
6 ¹• ˙s 0 ·§ ů er 
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other ill- fated Fair- ones, who had been expoſed to 
ravenous Monſters; Prudence was ſuppoſed the Per- 
ſeus that delivered her; and it was agreed, that her 
coming time enough to preſerve her was peculiarly 
fortunate, ſince ſhe goes ſo much worſe mounted than 
him of old, Aud omeda's Deliverer; for. this ſedate 
Goddeſs never rode a winged Horſe, a ſoaring Pegaſus, 


but prefers the low and creeping Animals to the high- 


flying Race. 

Never was Cupid more buſy in the Plains of Arca- 
dia than now at Buxton, though, had he not directed 
his Shafts better, he would have given Subjects for 
none but melancholy Romances, and that bliſsful Re- 
gion would have been more famed for Groans of Di- 
itreſs, than for the gentle Sighs of happy Lovers. 
This ſeemed to be one of his moſt perverſe Hours, he 
ſet all Hearts at Croſs- purpoſes. Calidore's Father, at 
an Age when Men are more ſuſceptible of the Paſſion 
which Plutus inſpires, than of any that can be raiſed 
by Cupid's Arrows, declared plainly, that he lived 
only in Lowiſa's Smiles, and offered her his Heart and 
Fortune with all the high and ancient Gallantry prac- 


tiſed in his Youth. To gain her ſuppoſed Brother's 
Approbation, he propoſed ſuch Settlements as would 


have bought moſt Women's Perſons, and the poor 
Heart muſt have followed as a trifling Appurtenance. 
Calidore was as fondly enamoured of Lætitia, and 


when his Father deſired his Intereſt with Leonora, 
knowing the great Friendſhip between his Son and 


her, he took Advantage of it, to declare his own Paſ- 


ſion, and beg his F ather's Conſent. 


Lætitia's Fortune was not equal to Calidore's, — 


as People are often more prudent for others than for 


themſelves, made the old Gentleman heſitate, but 
retaining more Reaſon than is common in Love, a little 
Reflection made him ſenſible that he ſhould with an 
ll Grace refuſe an Indulgence to his Son, which he 
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was ſecking for himſelf; he did not chuſe to obtain a 
Right of controuling Calidore's Inclination by conquer- 
ing his own this is buying Power at fo high a Rate, 
as would ſeem dear to the moſt ambitious, _ | 

Calidore was not more in love with Lætitia, than 
Latitia was with Lecnora; her tender and diſinter- 


eſted Heart diſregarded the Riches and Love of the 
one, and only ſighed at the Indifference of the other. 


Leonora's Soul was not leſs enſlaved to Calidore, but 
like a confined Bird ſhe fluttered for her Liberty, and 
was as earneſt to break her Chain as the others were 
to ſtrengthen theirs ; ſhe had highly valued the Indif- 
ference {ſhe had till now preſerved, and could not bear 
to loſe it, at a Time too, when the had no hopes of 
a return. She would ſcarcely believe her own Weak- 
neſs, till Cal:dore's avowed Paſſion for Lætitia made 
her too ſenſible of it. I ſhall not enumerate the 


Numbers beſide who languiſhed for Leonora and Ca- 
L dare, but muſt not omit Lady Haines, who with 


the Courage, which widowed Ladies ſomctimes aſ- 


fume, declared her Admiration of Leonora, and in her 


hearing had ſaid when ſome other experienced Dame 
was finding Fault with the Effeminacy of Leonora's 
Perſon, that, had Achilles been very Maſculine in his 


Appearance, he could not have paſſed for a Woman 
when diſguiſed in a female Habit, and yet we had no 
Reaſon to believe that Briſeis found him a wot ie 


Lover for the Delicacy of his Form. 8 
Leonard and | Louiſa only felt the Joys of mutual 


Love among all this enamoured Train, who compoſed 


a very ridiculous Society made up of Inconſiſtencies; 


their Converſations and Actions were a Series of Con- 


traditions, their Endeavours were to diſprove Cer- 
tainties, to effect Impoſſibilities, to believe Thiggs 


intirely incredible, and doubt of the plaineſt Facts. 
They were melancholy when they had no Cauſe for 
Grief, and joyful without receiving any good Fortung; 
5 27 ERS 
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when they had moſt Reafon to mourn 2 rejoiced, 
and if Occaſions of Mirth and Gladneſs offered, it 
Was ten to one but they wept ; they became the Crea- 
. tures of Whim, in fhort juſt ſuch unaccountable Be- 
ings as true Lovers always "I. 


« Of all your ſet,” faid Carinthia, “ I have moſt 
Compaſſion for poor Leonora, who now paid dear 
for the Advantages accruing, from her male Habit, 
fince it, from the firſt, deprived her of all Chance 
of a Return ; and I cannot think any Superiority 
a Man can aſſume, will make up for the Dignity 


a Woman loſes in not being the Object of a Lover's 


Addrefſes. Lo what a meek humble Creature can 
ſhe turn one of that ſelf ſatisfied Sex ! If ſhe is 


diverted with the Folly of her Lover, by indulging - 


a Smile, ſhe confers a Favour, an accidental Look 
is turned into an Obligation, every Thing ſhe does, 
every Word ſhe utters, becomes of Importance. 
The Lover, on the contrary, is acting the humble 
Part of a ſubmiſſive Suppliant, while his Goddeſs, 
great as any the Poets place in their Olympus, fits 
enthroned in the Dignity a Lover's Fancy gives her, 


"diſpenſing Bleſſings to her devout Adorer, her ti- 


merous Votary. Where is then the boaſted Supe- 
riority of Man? What Lover will venture to ſay, 


Woman was made only to be the Property of that 
nobler Part of the Creation?“ 
% No,” replied Sabrina, I allow there are Arti- 


cles of male Faith. profeſſed only by the indifferent, 
till Marriage makes the Lover a Convert to the 


Doctrine. That Ceremony makes a greater and 
more ſudden Revolution than that of Brentford, 


the humble Beggar becomes a King, and the wor- 
ſhipped Goddeſs dwindles into a tame, uſeful 


40 Droge, or a diſregarded Appurtenance. Your 
4 Highnefs, who has known only the idle Lovers i in 
"+ Romance, may think a Train of them eſtabliſhes 


a4 Woman's 
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% a Woman's Glory 3 ; but thoſe in real Life, without 


c 2 Quarter of the imaginary Accompliſhments, are 
« bleſſed with a Confidence which does their Bulineſs. 
& better than all the heroic Virtues, yield a Woman 


A 


little Honour by their Courtſhip, and by quickly 


« ending it in Matrimony, make her pay dearly for 
cc that little! 

« Tf,” ſaid Carinthia, © real Lovers rather require 
&« than beg, and the Ladies comply inſtead of com- 
e manding, they no longer deſerve to interrupt the 
«« Thread of your Diſcourſe; therefore, my good Sa- 
% þbr;na, take it up where you dropt it.“ 

If Leonora ſuffered in one Reſpect, in her Dignity, 
by the Conceal ment ſhe was under, continued Sabri- 
na, her Pride received ſome Recompence by other 
Honours which it brought her. In the midſt of all 
this Medley of Paſſions ſhe was intreated to pieach a 
Charity Sermon, for the Benefit of the Poor at and 
near the Place ; 3 great Numbers' of whom were 
brought thither by Sicknefs, 

I cannot fay whether Leonora was pitched upon for 
this Taſk, from an Opinion that the Youth and 
Health of the Preacher would lead People to a Com- 
pariſon that ſhould make the Cripples appear more 
lame, and the other Sick more pitiable, or from a 


Hope that Beauty would render what ſhe ſhould utter 
more perſuaſive. This might perhaps be the better 


Reaſon of the two, ſince, who would deny that Man 
her Purſe, to whom ſhe could not refuſe her Heart, 
were he to requeſt it ? 

Leonora was not on] y to perſuade her Audience to 
Charity, but to receive it at their Hands, for ſhe was 


to collect it too, and ſucceeded fo well that the Sum 
Pas very 3 the Ladies an S1 moſt 
55 Uberally. 


Whoever would procure a great Collection ſhould 
C6 In lead 
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lead People to the Love of Virtue, but it will ſtill 
oftener excite them to the Practice of it. 

Many bad Qualities have their Uſes, but none more 
than Vanity; it makes the naturally Moroſe appear 
mild and Courtequs, the Proud humble and aftable, 
the Avaricious generous, and the Crucl and Hard- 
hearted, humane and charitable. Whoever has a 

great Share of Vanity is as changeable as Proteus, 
and can aſſume as great a Variety of Shapes; tho 
it will lead them into many Vices, yet it generally 
prompts them to borrow the Mafk of Virtue. None 
are more hurtful to thofe whoare intimately connected 

with them, than very vain Perſons; but they are often 
beneficial to Society; and they ſhould be the leſs cen- 
ſured, ſince their Actions may do as much good to 
others: tho' not to-themſelves; for the trifling Flaſh of 
Pleaſure which ariſes from a Gratification of Vanity, 
can bear no Comparifon to the ſolid Satisfaction which 
attends the warm and generous Heart in all its Over- 
Howangs. of Benevolence and Humanity. 516 

Leonora was now fully employed in diſtributing the 
Money which was entruſted to her Care, in ſeeking: 
Nurſes for the Helplefs, and providing all with Ne- 
ceſſaries; which ſhe ordered with ſuch Qtconomy as 
ſecured them the ſame Relief from the Money cot- 
lected, for as long a Time as they would probably 
ſay; and by obliging them to great Cleanlineſs, ſhe 

made her Attendance ſo little irkſome, that ſhe pre- 
vailed on ſome of her Acquaintance to accompany 
her, by which Means they received additional Chari- 
ties as their particular Caſes excited Compaſſion. 

I know no Places where Charity ſo much abounds, 
as where People are carried by ill Health. Sickneſs 
mollifies the Heart, and few ever pity others ſo much 
as while they are Objects of Pity themſelves; but they 
are more eſpecially touched when they meet with a 
Vilorder reſembling their own. On this Account 4 

trifling 
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trifling Complaint will ſometimes excite more Com- 
paſſion than the moſt painful Diſeaſe, © © 
Tho' Leonora's Employment was well ſuited to her 
Temper, yet her Thoughts were interrupted in the 
Performance of it by the more private Concerns of her 
Heart. Calidore finding Lætitia molt aveiſe to every 
Thing he could ſay on the Subject of his Paſſion, in- 
treated Leonora to make the Propofals of Marriage to 
her, which, the next Day, his Father intended offering 
to her Guardian. He was ſenſible of Lætitia's Par- 
tiality for Leonora, and thought ſuch a Mark of Indif- 
=. ference in her, as the propoſing another Man, might 
turn out much in his Favour, He told Leonora that 
the Superiority of his Fortune, and Lætitia's Obedi- 
ence to her Guardians might induce her to marry 
him, but the Hopes of a Return of Love from the 
Object on which it was too viſible ſhe had placed her 
= Afﬀections, might prevent her giving her Heart with 
ber Hand, which he was ſure would otherwiſe follow 
the Dictates of Duty and Wiſdom. He intreated her 
as the moſt endearing Proof of Friendſhip to make 
this Propoſal. — 1 
Leonora deſirous to avoid an Office ſo contrary to 
her Inclinations, endeavoured to prevail on Calidore 
to perform it himſelf, telling him that ſo gentle a 
Mind as Letitia's was leſs likely to be moved by 
Pique, than by the Tenderneſs of his Love, and all 
the Powers of Perſuaſion which Nature had beſtowed 
on him ; thoſe might warm and ſoften her Heart into 
a Conſent, which Honour and Virtue would make 
agreeable to her Inclination after it was given. Ca- 
lidorè could not be diverted from his Reſolution, and 
Leonora, unable to refuſe him even a Compliance ſo 
painful to herfelf, was obliged to undertake the Taſk 
when her Love was increaſed by the Tenderneſs ſhe 
23 diſcovered in his Heart, and the charming Manner in 
wich he had ſolicited her to act againſt herfelf. . | 
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When Lemora told Lætitia the Affair that brought 
her to ber Chamber, the latter looked at her for fone 
Time with a Softneſs and Melancholy which would 
have touched a more angry Rival ; and without re- 
turning any Anſwer burſt into T ears. The Similitude 
between their hope leſs Situations infected Leonrra with 
the fame Weakneſs, which was more conformable. to 
her Heart than to her Habit. After they had ſeemed 
for a conſiderable Time to have been trying which 
could weep with moſt Violence, Lætitia broke Si- 
lence, and in Hopes of an Anſwer which might dry 
her Tears, aſked Leanora what-occalioned bers; to 
which the other, who durſt not be lincere on thisOcca- 
ſion, replied, that ſhe perceived her Friend was unfor- 
tunate. Lætitia, with a diſappointed Air, ſaid, ſhe 
was ſorry that ſhould be the Cauſe of her Concern, 
ſince, inſtead of alleviating, ſhe muſt aggravate it, by 
declaring, that altho* Calidore muſt by every one be 
allowed extremely amiable, and that his Addreſſes 
proved his Generolity, and were to her very advanta- 
geous in the Points moſt regarded by the World, yet 
ſhe could never accept them; ſhe acknowledged the 
Obligation, he would always have her Eſteem and 
good Wiſhes; but as it was not in her Power to love 
him, ſhe entreated Leonora to convince him of the 
Fruitleſneſs of his Addreſſes, and to deliver her from 
the Perſecution He had Realon to fear from her Guar- 
dians. 

Tho”. it cannot be ſuppoſed that 1 5 . i 
was difagreeable to Leonora, yet now ſhe thought \% 
Calidore in the fame diſtreſſed Situation; ſhe felt | 15 
more for him than for herſelf, and ſuffered almoſt as 

much at relating her il! Succeſs as he did at hearing 
it; indeed he rather gathered it from her Countenance 
than her Words, for when ſhe met him, tender Con- 


cern tied her een and from bee b. gueſſed at 
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bis Fate before ſhe was able to tell him all the Parti- 
XZ culai., of the Conference. 22007 

8 Calidores father ſucceeded better with Zetita's 
Guardian, whoſe Wife being a very Coquet, and 
much voutteer-than her Huſband, eagerly ſeized anOp- 


portunity of removing from her own inferior Graces, 
the blooming Charms of her Ward which eclipſed 
> them ; and they not only conſented to the Propoſals, 
but inſiſted on her marrying Calidore in open Oppoſi- 
tion to her declared Diſinclination. They demanded 
an Obedience which even a Parent ſhould not exact, 
and threatned to force her to this Marriage, if ſhe 
denied a peaceable Conſent. From Menaces ſo ill 
ſuited to the Gentleneſs of her Temper, ſhe was con- 
tinually in Tears, and added the Griefs of Friendſhip 
to Leoncra's other Unealinefies. Indeed there was 
now no one who did not force her to ſhare their Sor- 
rows, tho' the Burden of her own were alone more 
than ſhe could well ſupport. Louiſa complained of 
the Perſecutions of her old Lover Leonard, of having 
ſo troubleſome a Rival, who often intruded on thoſe 
Hours which otherwiſe he would have ſpent ſo agree- 
bly, in ſpeaking what he had faid above a hundred 
Times before. The old Gentleman laviſhed_ that 
Breath, of which, confid-ring his Age, he ſhould 
have been ſparing, in inceſſant Lamentations for Loui- 
Ja's Cruelty. And his Son was not Jeſs eloquent in 
his Grief for Lætitia's Indifference, and for the fmall 
Comfort of Eſteem and gocd Wiſhes, where nothing 
leſs than Love will content the Heart. Poor Leonora 
was obliged to be the Confident of all, to Share every 
one's Grief, and yet communicate no Part of hers, 
which was increaſed by finding the Impreſſions, made 
by Anxiety and Uneafineſs on her Countenance, gave 
Calidore ſome Suſpicions that her Indifference for Læ- 
titia had been feigned. The very Concealment to 
which the was obliged, was an additional Pain to her 
1 open 
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open Temper; it gave an Air ſo criminal to what {he 
was endeavouring to hide, that ſhe could ſcarcely 
perſuade herſelf it was innocent. 

What paſſed in this little ill- matched Society. w was 
ſo buzzed abroad, that Louta and Leiitia had not 
Courage to appear; but, to avoid the impertinent Ob- 
ſervations of the Company, made themſe:ves cloſe Pri- 


ſoners. Loui ſa in this acted an uncommon Part, ſince 


Women ſeldom view themſclves with more Compla- 
cency than when they are rejecting the paſſionate Ad- 
dreſſes of a Lover. But ſhe had a Baſhfulneſs which 


made her diſlike to be ſtared at, and was not vain of 


her old Admirer. She eſteemed her conſtant; Leonard 


ſo much ſuperior to the reſt of the Sons of Men, that 

happy in the Poſleſſion of his Heart, ſhe enjoyed a 

fancied Glory, and looked on all other Conqueſts to 

be as much beneath her, as Alexander could have 

thought a Victory over our little and of Man. 
Letitia loſt the Honour of her Cruelty to one Man 

by being ſuppoled to love another, which was be- 


come ſo conſtant a Topic of Converſation, that Ca- 


lidore and Leonora could not go abroad without over- 
hearing Diſputes on the Preference Lætitia was ſaid 
to give to the latter; thoſe who bath envied and 
blamed her, ridiculed her Choice of ſuch a Mr. Mai- 
den before the leſs effeminate Calidore, and declared 


it a Judgment on him for prefering the Modeſty of 


Lztiia, to all the cardinal Virtues in the reſt of the 


Sex, meaning their own excellent Qualities all the 


Time, ſince nothing but that Exceſs of Delicacy could 
make her prefer a Man on whom a Woman ſhould 
rather place her Cap than her Heart. 

_ i Gentle Minds, if once driven to Raſhneſs, are be 
moſt deſperate; 1 finding her Guardian, deter- 
mined to uſe his Authority ſo arbitrarily, in Deſpair 
reſolved to deprive him of his Power, and came all 
bathed. in Tears to Louiſa, , Lanna. and krete, 
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who were then together, to acquaint them, that as the 
only Means of avoiding Marriage with a Man, who 


trom being indifferent, was become odious to her by his 


ungenerous Perfeberance, ſhe had determined to chuſe 
A another Guardian, and hoped their Friendſhip for her 
was fuch, that Leonora would not refuſe to take a 
Guardianſhip on her which could never be attended 
with any Trouble, ſince all her Commands, both from 
the Reaſon which would direct them, and her Friend- 
ſhip for Louiſa, would be ſure of meeting with the 
ſtricteſt Obedience. 

They repreſented to Lætitia the tbo of this 
Action, how much her Reputation was likely to ſuf- 
fer from fixing on one ſo Young, and with whom ſhe 
had had ſo ſhort an Acquaintance ; and adviſed her to 
make Choice of ſome Friend of an Age more proper. 
In ſhort, they omitted no Conſideration which th 
thought might prevail. on her to alter a Reſolution 
that threatened Leonora with many Things, which in 
her Situation were particularly to be avoided; but 
what alarmed her the moſt, was the Fear of offending 
Calidore, whoſe Jealouſy would be fired by this Pre- 
ference, and his Paſſion enflamed by the Diſappoint- 
ment. But nothing they could urge availed with 
Lætitia, who affirmed that the preſent Exigency 
muſt excuſe the Meaſures ſhe took, and thoſe only 
would be cenſured who had driven her to it. That 
even ſhould ſhe undergo the World's Cenſure, it 
would not be ſo great a Misfortune to her, as avoid- 
ing it by a Marriage with Calidore, and ſhe did not 
fear, but by a Life entirely governed by Prudence and 
Decorum, ſhe ſhould wipe away any Blemiſh that 
might be caſt on her Reputation, for a Step which 
ſhe owned might be thought a little Irregular tho ne- 
ceſſary. | 
While they were Sen in theſe Debates, Cali- 
«mw who had learned from Letitia's Guardian, the 

Reſolution 
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which ſhe had declared to him before ſhe left. his 


_ Houſe ; entered the Room with all the Rage of a 


deſpairing diſappointed Lover, and deceived Friend; 
for he did not doubt but that this Scheme was the Re- 
ſult of a mutual Paſſion between Leonora and Lætitia, 
tho' the former had always denied that any ſuch 
moos ſubſiſted. 
Calidore firſt addreſſed Lætitia by telling her how 
unhappy he was in not having been able to conquer 
her Averſion, that he could never ceaſe to love and 
eſteem her, tho' without Return, for ſhe had given hin 
no Cauſe of Complaint, having always dealt frankly 
with him, and declared her Indifference. But for 


you, added he, turning to Leancra, you mutt 


ever be the Object of my Deteſtation. Vou have 


* deceived me under the ſpecious Shew of Friend- 
„ ſhip. You lulled me into ſuch Confidence in your 


„ Sincerity, that on any lighter Proof 1 could not 
% have believed, that, Woman, Love, or any Thing 


0 could have tempted you to Falſhood. That Sr} 


you better than any Thing on Earth, except Læ- 


« 1a, the Pain with which my Heart is now torn 


<« bears Witnefs, I proteſt to Heaven, had you, like 
«© a Man of Honour and Truth, declared your Paſſi- 
< on for her, I would not LR given you one mo- 


„ ment's Rivalſhip; I would bave conquered my 


& growing Love, or have puniſhed the Rebellion of 


* my Heart, by aſſiſting you in your Addreſſes. I he 
«© ſacred Fire of Friendſhip will never, by me, be 


& made Second to any Affection. A Diſappointment 


cc in ſo ſincere and tender a Friendſhi 'p, added to the 


deſperate Situation of my Love, is enough to make 


ec me forſwear Mankind and deſert my own Credu- 
* lity. How ſhall I ever truſt any one, after having 
e been deceived by! a Countenance and Manner 0 


C amiable, open, and affectionate, even to a Degree 


of female Softneſs? Your Profeſſion ſecures you 


©« from 
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« from my Revenge, but you have ſtill a ſafer: Re- 
te fuge in the Contempt I muſt ever feel for ſo taith- 


d leſs, ſo deceitful a Wretch. As for you, my dear 


« Lætitia, I: pity you ſincerely; the Man who is a 
6 Traitor to his Friend, can never make a Woman 


« Happy.“ 
Lætitia unable to bear that N ſhould receive 


ſuch unmerited Treatment, and ſeeing how much ſhe 
ſuffered, endeavoured to interrupt Calidore, and would 


have uſed her utmoſt Power to juſtify her, if Leono- 


 ra's Weakneſs had not prevented her; for, overcome 
with Calidre's Reproaches, and the Hatred with 


which he threatned her, ſhe fainted in Lowi/a's 
Arms, and thereby deprived Letitia of every Thought 


5 but for her Aﬀiſtance and Recovery. 


Calidore's Reſentment was not to be extinguiſhed, 
even by the Death which ſeemed to ſit on Leonord's 


Countenance; he ſuſpected her of Deceit in this alſo, 


and with 'a Look of — cried out, What | 


44 DO you aſſume womaniſh Arts to prolong your 


« Treachery ! You can do me no new Injuries; for 


„ Shame, act up to the Character of the cold Trai- 
„ tor you have ſhewn yourſelf, be true to your Sex 
ec at leaſt, tho? you are an Apoſtate from Virtue ; but 


„ my Abſence ſhall reſtore you to Health, and- put 


an End to a Part which will then be uſeleſs,” 4 And 


hereupon he left the Room. 


-” + When! Sabrina had juſt eicher this Period, the 
"Princeſs was informed Dinner was upen Table, and 
they were obliged to obey the call, before they had 


given Leonora the proper Aſſiſtanee towards reſtoring 


| her to Life; therefore, according to their Example, 


we ſhall here end this Chapter, leaving them to ſuſ- 


tain Life, and poor Leonora to continue in Death, till 
this proper Deference to her Highneſs's ry mall 


no dow og — us to TIDE Cruelty. 
c H A . 
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HEN the Princeſs 8 Dinner was over, ſhe en- 


treated Sabrina to continue her Story; ; Which 


ſhe did in the following Terms. 
As ſoon as Leonora came to herſelf, her Eyes ſougkt 
for Calidore, and ſhe was very near relapſing when ſhe 


found he had left the Room; tho* ſhe afterwards 


owned it was very fortunate for her, who, otherwiſe 


in the Diſtraction of her Mind, would certainly in 
her own Defence have revealed her Sex, his Igno- 
rance of which was the only Thing that could render 
him blind to ſuch obvious Paſſion. 

Upon enquiring after Calidore, in order to give Le- 
enora an Opportunity of juſtifying herſelf, as far as 


Reaſon would permit, they found he had taken Horſe 


the Moment he left the Chamber, determined to re- 
turn no more to Buxton, leaving her in a Situation far 


more diſtreſsful than if ſhe had ſeen him married to 


another, fince ſhe might then have enjoyed his Friend- 


| ſhip, whereas ſhe was now the laſt of Mankind i in bis 


Eſteem. 

The Abſence of thoſe we W is painfkl; die is 
Eafe, when compared. with the Loſs of their good 
Opinion. LZeonora's Conſtitution could not ſtand the 
Shock ſhe had received; ſhe was immediately ſeized 
with a Fever which confined'ker-to her Bed for three 

Days; during this Time, in hopes of making up the 

Breach between Lætitia and her Guardian, Louiſa, 
and Leonard informed her how little Right Leonora 
had to a Man's Habit, with all the Reaſons for her 
Diſguiſe, thinking DCPs Eaſe of Mind, .and her 
| ſincere 
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ſencere Attachment for Leonora, deſerved this Confi- 
dence. 

Latitia looked a little fooliſh at the Conſequences 
of her Error; but ſoon acknowledged that ſhe was no 
Loſer in exchanging unreturned Love for mutual 
Friendſhip. She now propoſed to {hate Fate and For- 
tunes, with them, but they had too much Generoſity 
to accept her offer, as it might involve her in Diſtreb, 
and throw a Blemiſh on her Reputation ; and as Ga. 
lidore's Abſence freed her from all Pcrſecution on his 
Account, ſhe was, with leſs Difficulty, prevailed upon 
to be reconciled to her Guardian, and it was Mg 
effected. 

Leonora intended as ſoon as ſhe was recovered to 
endeavour to juſtify herſelf as well as ſhe could to 
Calidore's Father,who, ſhe truſted, would acquaint his 
Son with all ſhe ſhould ſay in her Defence; but when 
ſhe told her Friends of her Intention, they informed 
her that he was gone likewiſe. 

The Day on which Calidore had left the Place, the 
old Gentleman coming into Lowſa's Apartment, 
found her and Leonard congratulating each-other on 
the Enjoyment of mutual Love, which preſerved them 
from the Pains that at preſent embittered the Lives of 
ſo many of their Friends. He over-heard Part of 
their Converſation, and thereby had his Eyes at once 
opened, to the Affection which he had ſo long miſ- 
taken for Friendſhip. He acquainted them with the 
Diſcovery he had made, and the Reſolution he had 
taken upon it, to forbear teazing Louiſa any longer 
with his Paſſion, ſince he now found that Heart was 
engaged, which he had indeed, when he thought it at 
Liberty, hoped ſhe might at Length have yielded to 
| the Truth and Conſtancy of his Affection; but could 
never have flattered himſelf with the Expectation of 

obtaining any Part of it, had he known it to be in 


the Foſſeſſion of one ſo much more worthy of it. He 
| wiſhed 


— 
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wiſhed her all the Happineſs and Succeſs in the World 
which ſhe could herſelf deſire; he had once hoped 
to have contributed to it by more ſubſtantial Effects 
than by meer unavailing Wiſhes; but ſince he found 

that was out of his Power, he muſt leſſen his Anxiety 
for her Welfare, by a firm Opinion that Happineſs 
muſt attend on ſo much Merit. He congratulated 
Leonard on his enjoying the Affections of — 
a Woman, and parting with them in the handſomeſt 
Manner, tho“ with a Melancholy which he endea- 
voured as much as poſſible to ral he: n the 
Place the next Day. 

Mr. Warrington's — d rey Pren 
8 Liuifa Pleaſure, bad ſhe' now: been capable of re- 
ceiving any; but all her Joys were damped: by Leo- 
nard's Tutor, who informed his Pupil that in three 
Days he purpoſed returning Home. This was as 
great a Shock to the two Lovers as if they had known 
no Reaſon to expect it; indeed, to Leonard it was 
quite unforeſeen ; his Thoughts had been ſo entirely 
taken up with Loui ſa s Charms, that he had forgot he 


was ever to be torn from them. He had been ſufficientiy 


employed in obſerving every Thing ſhe did, every 


Sentence ſhe uttered, and how many more expreſſve 


Things ſhe looked; the moſt minute Change in her 
Countenance had not eſcaped him, he knew when 
the Dimple in her Chin was moſt apparent, when 
thoſe in her Cheeks appeared in greateſt Beauty, and 
when the Loves and Graces revelled moſt in her Eyes. 
Thus engaged, he ſcarcely knew there was another 


Perſon in the World; and as for his Tutor he never 
came into his Thoughts, till he thus er em o 


diſagreeably into them. 80 


Leonard being gone, Ane N ben — — 
and Loui ſas Health eſtabliſned, ſhe and Leonora had 
no longer any Inducements to ſtay there; but on the 


contrary, a very ſtrong _ to 80 where they might 
gain 
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gain a Subſiſtence, having ſpent almoſt all they had 
brought with them. But what Means they ſhould 
take for this ntceffary Work, was in Deliberation, 
when Lady Haines, unwilling to ſubmit to the Ab- 
ſence of one ſlie loved, offered Leonora to make her 
Tutor to her Son Sir Simen, with a very handſome 
Salary and an Apartment in her Houſe; where ſhe 


would likewiſe accommodate Luise, if it was 1 15 
ſite. 

To Perſons ſo much at a Loſs what Courſe to 
take as our Ladies were, this advantageous Offer was 
not to be rejected; but as Leonora did not chuſe to 
ſubject Zoui/a to the Caprices which a Lady's Com- 
panion is often obliged to endure, a Lodging was found 
her in the Neighbourhood, where ſhe, with her Ser- 
vant, could: be neatly and conveniently accommo- 


dated, and Leonora accompanied the Lady to her 


Houſe. 5 
Barton had made a great Change i in this Lady; the 
brought there a failow Complexion, a wrinkled Skin, 


grey Hair, anda Mouth without Teeth, but ſhe went 


from it with the Bloom of fifteen. 


| ] am ſurprized,”” ſaid Carinthia, interrupting her, | 
| © that a Place which can work ſuch Wonders 


ould 
te not be more frequented, than by your Account I 
&« ſhould imagine Buxton to be. One would expect 


cc to ſee a greater Concourſe at thoſe Streams than at 


the Pool of Betheſda, as old Age is the moſt uni- 


<< verſal Leproſy, and that which ſticks the cloſeſt; 
but indeed, Sabrina, you muſt have made a little 
<« free with Truth in this Point; all my Romances, 


though you deſpiſe them for being fabulous, tell me 


< nothing ſo incredible as this Particular of your Re- 


lation. My Heroes conquer Giants and Magicians, 
ei but they ſubmit to that more powerful Enemy, old 
* Age; their moſt precious Balſams can only cure a 
66 Wound, they cannot fill up a Wrinkle ; their won- 


60 derſul | 
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E derſully vivity ing Drops recall Life ſometimes, but 


6 cannot reſtore Youth and Bloom.“ 

„ Well, well,” anſwered. Sabrina, Iwill 7 
ce mit to your Reproof, ſince I appear to deſerve it; 
ce for I allow that even Ovid's Metamorphoſes ſcarce- 


ec ly record one more extraordinary than this Lhave 


& mentioned ; to transform an old Maid into a Ra- 
cc ven, or a curious Spinſter into à Spider, is little 
& more extraordinary than to change an old Woman 
ce jnto a young one. But, my Princeſs, I relate an 
« Alteration only in ſome certain Appearances. of 


« Ape, which People now. eaſily effect by an Art 


_ &'which Lady Haines had long practiſed; but being 


en over in a Fit of Sickneſs, ſucceeded by a 
Bans ſhe was very repentant for the gay 7 


«< ſhe had led, and proved the Sincerity of her Con- 
4 trition, by ſuffering herſelf to appear like a Corpſe, 
' hefore the neceſſary Time; but as her Health | 


& mended, her Penitence diminiſhed ; upon, the firſt 
4 Symptom of Recovery, ſhe called” for the Combs 
&« which were to conceal the boary Appearance of 
4% her Head under a jetty Black; the Cure of the 
next Complaint again reſtored the Paint to its for- 
« mer Place on her Toilet; her Care for her. Perſon 
returning by theſe gentle Degrees with her return- 
40 
ce blooming, and once more neglected her Soul | in, ber 
Attention to her Body. She was the Widow of a 


* 


c ſecond Huſband, and yet was not ſuppoſed to have 


been a Bigot to the Marriage Rites.” 
Sir Simon had paſt fifteen Years, without being 


troubled with any more crabbed Study than the pro- 
Ladyſflp declar- 

ing, that ſhe thought 4 Polileſt, les agfbement, and 

the je ne ſpai quoi of Behaviour, 'ought to be the Hrſt 


per Behaviour at an Aſſembly; ber 


Thing —_ a young Man ; and having lived good 


deal * * flattered herſelf that the Was. ca- 
4 * 1 


ing Health, ſhe at the ſame time became Well and. 
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| pable as anyone of giving him. proper Inſtruction-in 


* 


theſe Points; but as ſhe hoped his Behaviour was now 


ſoo well eſtabliſned that he could not be ruſlicated by 
| Learning, ſhe was willing he ſhould have. a1 utor, 


and preferred Leonora to any other, becauſe ſhe 
thought her Politeneſs would preſerve her Pupil from 
the bad Effects of Study. She might have added a 


private View of her own, which, certainly had full as 
great a Part in determining her to make this Choice. 
to ba 


Lecnora found. that very little of her Time w 
ſpent on Sir Simon. My Lady did not chuſe he ſh * 
keep vulgar Houts, as ſhe called early ones, ſo that 
good part of the Bay vas paſſed in Sleep. Then he 


was not to write above a Quarter of an Hour at a 


Time, leſt bY ſtooping be ſhould. ſpoil the, Graceful- 
neſs of his 


perm him to apply cloſely to any, Study, leſt it 


' ſhould damp the Livelineſs of his Parts, and transform, 
him from the fine Gentleman into a Pedant, She had 


formed a Plan of Education with which ſhe expected 


Leonora to comply, and gave her the following In- 


I defire my Son may be well. read in French and 
c and Engliſh Poetry and Romances, becauſe they in- 
ce ſpire a Man with {a Politeſſẽ et la Galanterie. As a 


< little Appearance of Learning captivates People by 


ce Surprise in a well-bred Man, I would have him 


< able, on occaſion, to quote a Line out of Harace, 
<< and, other Latin Authors; to ſettle the right Pro- 
*< nunciation'of a Name by the Language it is derived 
< from; and now and then to allude in Diſcourſe to 
<< ſame of the principal Events in Hiſtory. But as 
c fuch an Extent of Learning cannot be acquired in 
«« the common Way, without the Application which 
<< for good. Reaſons I diſapprove, Iſhould think a Tu- 
< tor might, with a little Trouble, find an eaſier 

Vor. I. D « Way 


"igure.. She forbad his Reading much 
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„ Way of imparting” to bis Pupil this ornamental 
& Knowledge: As tor example, he might extract 
« ſuch Sentences out of the Latin Authors as would 
«be uſeful in Converſation,” affixing' à Tranſſation to 
« them; theſe Sir Simon could get by heart at con- 
«© venient Seaſons, and apply them on proper Octa- | 
ee ſions. Then if a Tutor would but compoſe” ſome | 
% Rules, whereby a Perſon might know when a 
C Word owes its Birth to the Gree+ and when to the 
% Latin Tongue, and add ſomething concerning the 
e Pronunciation of the Letters and Syllables in each 
Language, a Gentleman might be able to give his { 
« Opinion on the proper manuer of ſpeaking a Name, 5 
& without the painful Taſk of a pedantick Education, 
ec ſufficient to turn the Brain of the moſt brilliant Ge- 
C nius into Stupidity ; and yet I own I could not have 
© borne to have ſeen a Son of mine fit mute through 
„ Tonorance, when all the pretty Gentlemen in the 
Kingdom were deciding the proper Pronunciation 
tc of the Name Pamela, and to have heard him draw 
ic it out after the Example of Mr. Pope, who every 
cc one knows did not underſtand Greet, inſtead of 
&« ſpeaking it with that genteel Precipitation de termin- 
ed by all the Beau-monde to be right. 
„ As for the third Branch of neceflary Learning, I 
e imagine "there are many compendious "Hiſtories, 
«©. which may inſtruct Sir Simon in it without hurting 
„ his Eyes, or damping his Vivacity, as he may pro- 
« ceed flowly in them. I ſhould indeed have taken 
© the Method myſelf which I now adviſe for my Sen, 
«had my poor, dear, deceaſed” Huſband, Sir Oliver, 
e made a proper Collection of ſuch uſeful Boots; 
de but he has, in bis whole Library, leſt only one of 
& this kind; compoſed- by one Lucius" Floruc (Ill 
"Theſe Inſtructions agreed fo well with the ybung 
Gentleman's Idleneſs, that Leonora ſbdon found ſhe 
had no chants of getting him to learn more than his 
„ 2 Mother 
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Mother required; and that with all the Pains ſhe 
could take, ſhe mult only hope, from my Lady's 
admirable Syſtem. of Education, to make him ſtiſi a 
greater Coxcomb, than When he was 15 into her 
Hands. $3,951 * 1 

Had Leonora SEE the 8 PE Sir Simon's 
Idleneſs would have afforded her, it might have made 
amends for the  Mortification her Vanity received, 
from ſeeing how little Honour was likely to acerue 
from her Charge ; but ſhe was robbed of this Benefit, 
by her Ladyſhip's great Attachment to her, ſo 1 25 


the Time the Son ſpared, the Motber engroſſed. 


would ſometimes deſire Leanora to read to her, and DE | 
always choſe the tendereſt Works of our Poets; and 
under pretence of looking over her to learn her Man- 
ner, would lean her Arm on Lecnora's Shoulder. To 
this always ſucceeded long Diſcourſes, wherein ſhe 
would expreſs Sentiments that were meant as encou- 
raging Hints; to which Leonora was obliged to appear 
Aupidly dull. At other times her Ladyſhip would de- 
fire her fair Chaplain to play on the Harpfi chord and 
ſing to her; if ſhe choſe the Muſic, it was the moſt 
languiſhing ſhe could think of; but when ſhe left Leo- 
nora at her Liberty, to avoid the tender Scenes this 
created, ſhe would ſtun her with martial Tunes, or 
lull her: to ſleep with Funeral Anthems. Lady Harnes's 
. Taſte; for Muſic aroſe from the Faſhion, not from her 
own Judgment; for ſhe had neither Voice nor Ear, 
though ſhe would often deſire Leonora to play ſome 
light French Airs, while ſhe accompanied the Inſtru- - 
ment with her Voice, which ſoon turned all Harmony | 
to Diſcord; for the Sounds which ſhe called Si inging, 


more reſembled the ſhrill Pipe of a ſqueaking Pig, 


than any Tune that was ever compoſed ; and ſhe un- 


derſtood fo little of Muſic, that if Leonora played 2 
vg, Wor: gh Hey, while ſhe. was Kay 


& #3 248 


12 Gf 


1 
: 
N 
; 
48 
T 
1 
3 
b] 
! 
4 
* 


— 


3 AUT agb LIFE. Chap. 3. 


French:Ghanſon 2 boire, the Tel they made n 
melodious Harmony. 


f ſine Weather — 8 od Lady Haints 
would never let ſlip the Qpportubity! M leaning on 


Leomird's'Arm- to; ſupport. her feeble Stepsz: for. the 
was too delicate to he a good Walkenti The uſed to 
ſay; that there was ſomething ſo robuſtimqlheiCoun- 
try Ladies, whoſe Legs, could bear them for two or 
three Miles, as quite aſtoniſned her; Sauntering was 
very ſuitable to a Woman of Faſhion. and Delicacy, 
but downright Walking was quite diſguſtful. Thus 
ſhe anticipated dowel Effect of old Age, and wrnild 
have been but little more ridiculous, had ſhe affected 
Lameneſs as a female Perfection. 

Before they had been two Months in the 75 
the Family was rendered much more amuſing to Leo- 
nora, by the Addition of a Niece to Lady Haines, ſent 
by her Mother on a Viſit to her Ladyſhip, who had 


not ſeen her of many Vears. Near as theſe two were in 


Blood, there was ſuch a Contraſt between their Tem- 
pou, as afforded great Entertainment to Leonora. 
Charlotte was about ſixteen Years old; the God- 
Jeſs Hebe cannot be repreſented with more Youth and 
Health in her Countenance. Her Make was uncom- 
monly robuſt for her Age, and every Motion ſpoke 

the untaught Romp. She was handſome, exceſſively 
good-natur'd, and the very Child of Mirth) ; 624 f 
At the firſt View Lady Haines was ſhocked at the 
Indelicacy of. Charlotte's Form and Complexion; but 
when the Ceremony of Meeting was a little over, and 
the Girl began to ſhew herſelf what ſhe really was, 
the Effect her Manners had on her Ladyſhip was quite 
bt "rite The firſt Laugh in which Charlatte in» 
dulged herſelf, gave her Aunt ſuch a Singing in her 

Head, and trembling on her Nerves, that ſhe did not 
recover it during the whole Day. When ſhe began; 
to play her — Tricks, it was with Difficulty the 
delicate 
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delicate Lady was kept from fainting. Charlotte was 
happy in having an Opportunity of teazing her Aunt, 
this Wifi being unwillingly made at the Command of 
her Mother; for Lady Haines had given all her Nie- 
ces a ſtrong Arerſion to her from their Childhood. 
Duting a Viſit her Ladyſhip made to Charlottes Mo- 
ther, ſhe perſuaded her to forbid her Children all vul- 
gar robuſt Plays, to confine them entirely to the gen- 
tle Amuſement of dreſſing Babies, and to ſuffer them 
to walk no where but in a little covered Walk in the 
Garden, where they would be ſheltered from the 
Morning Sun and the Evening Dew. She r | 
to het on Phraſe): armed them cap d pie againſt» 


Disfigurers; ſhe contrived Mafks which they were to 


wear all Day during the Summer, even in their own 
Rooms, as the very Air will tann. Their Necks were 
covered with the ſame Care. Their Feet were pinch- 
ed in Shoes which they could not have worn with Eaſe 
three Years before; and to make the Inſtep high and 
Ankles ſmall, they were mounted on ſuch bigh Heels, 
the poor Children tumbled at every Step, and were 
always covered with Bruiſes. At Night their Faces, 
Necks, Hands, and Arms, were ſpread with 'a kind 
of cold Cream, which was left to dry on, till theis 
Faces were ſo ſtiff they could not move a Feature. 
Unfortunately, none of the Girls had an eyen Bet of 
Teeth; to remedy this Defect, in the fame manner 
| ſhe had ſeen practiſed abroad, her Ladyſhip ſent" for 
a Tooth-drawer, and gave him Directions according- 
ly. But either the Artiſt was not very dextrous, or 
my Lady 's Directions were imperfect, for he broke 
half the Teeth of two of the Girls, and Charlotte, by 
8 Qperation, loſt one Tooth and got a violent 

ever. 8 

981 hough this latte Citi of Sie Fu did 

not continue long after Lady Haines's Departure, yet 
in that Time ſhe had 5 an Averſion in her Nieces 
3 | to 


42 
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the Caufe of their Sufferings, which Was likely to 
be as laſting as their Remembrance; this made Char- 
lotte induſtrious to find Means of diſtreſſing her Lady- 
ſhip; who by her ſudden Noiſes, and impetuous Mo- 
tions, was ſoon reduced to enter into a Courſe of Va- 
lerian. Though my Lady would often reud her Lec- 
tures on the ee of diſcoveting an Apility 
equal to what a Plowman attains. by conſtant Exer- 
ciſe, and tell her that a Woman of Faſhion ſhould 
move as if it were with Difficulty, yet Charlotte 
would perverſely take daily Walks of ſeven or eight 
Miles, and report them to her Aunt as much longer 
than they were, till the delicate Lady would be more 
fatigued by the Relation of them than Chartotte was 
by the Performance, * 29 
Lady Haines gave her Niece many improving "RY 
ſtructions, and told her, that if ſhe would behave like 
a Perſon of Diſtinction ſhe muſt obſerve them. She 
muſt never laugh but in ſuch a manner as #6 ſheweit 
as the utmoſt Effort of her Complaiſance, and net as 
if it proceeded from any Inclination to that unſemly, 
though cuſtomary, Sign of Mirth; and, if poſkble, 
he ſhould never ſuffer her Muſcles to relax beyond a 
Smile, for a Laugh greatly deſtroyed the Symmetty 
of the Features. She offered to teach her a Voice 
ſuitable to the Delicacy of the ſofter Sex; who ought 
to ſpeak'in ſuch a manner as to make it appear as a 
Civility intended to the Company and a Fatigue to 
-herſelf; for that a Woman then only converſes with 
Dignity, when her Audience is liſtening with atten- 


tive Ears, to catch each whiſpered Syllable. She de- 


fred her to learn to eat as if ſhe had no Stomach, but 


was reduced to it as the odious Means of preſelving 


Life. To drink a Draught is ſhocking to alf Deli- 
cacy, a well-bred Won wilt never a more 3 79 


1 it ( b Nn 


"bir Simon, little des delicate thas his Mother's | 
157 | as 
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as much offended with Charlottes Behaviour, and af 
afraid of her as if ſhe had been a. Tygreſs; for ſhes 
diverted with one of a Species ſo new to ber, who had 
never ſeen, any but plain Country Gentlemen, 
noiſy Foxrhunters, would ſometimes terrify him wit 
an Attempt to draw him into Romps, till the delicate 
young Gentleman was in great danger of having. bs 
But nothing gave greater Offence than Charbte's 
conſtant happy State of Mind, neither her Aunt nor 
Couſin could perſuade her to affect the Ennui one Mi- 
nute, though they aſſured her it was a neceſſary Com- 
plaint for any one who, would be thought to have re- 
fined Sentiments and an elegant Mind. But what 
compleated Lady Haines Hatred to her, was a, Jea- 
Jouſy ſhe began to conceive of Leonora, though with» 
out Reaſon; for Charlotte's Heart was as free, as when 
The came, but her Innocence and Simplicity prevent- 
ed her thinking of unneceſſary Diſtinctions; her Mirth 
vas ſo. modeſt that ſhe had no occaſion to conſider. the 
Sex of thoſe ſhe converſed with, and ſhe behaved with 
that eaſy, decent Vivacity to Leonora, as would have 
convinced any Man of her Indifference, more than the 
prudiſh Reſerve aſſumed by ſome of our Sex. But the 
Paſſions of old Ladies are eaſily blown up to a Flame. 
Jealouſy of Charlotte encreaſed the Fire ſo much, that 
her antiquated, Ladyſhip prudently determined. to loſe 
no more Time in waiting for her Chaplain's Declara- 
tion, to whoſe Modeſty and Inexperience ſhe attrihut 
ed his not having yet addreſſed her as a Lover. Ace- 
cordingly, repeating to herſelf that great Truth, What 
is Integrity to an Opportunity] ſhe determined to lay 
Juch,, Tempꝑtations in Leonorg's Way, as ſhe was con- 
viaced a Saint could not geſiſt t.. 
her Conſtitution to have une migraine horrible, ſhe had 
made a Cuſtom of = Leonora to read to her Lin 
Chae | 4 | 


> 
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her Bed. The Morning after ſhe had taken her Re- 
ſolution, upon this Pretence ſhe refuſed to riſe, and 
ſent for Leonora, who, not fond of theſe Interviews, 
unwillingly came, and found her Ladyſhip ſo decorated 
With Paint and Lace, and all that. Labour of Preſs 
which is ſometimes uſed to compoſe un deſbabillè gal. 
lant. et neglig, as raiſed in her ſome Apprebenſions 
concerning the Motive for all this Care, but encou- 
raging herſelf with Hops, that it might proceed only 
from her uſual Deſire to attract, ſhe haſtened to obey 
her Ladyſnip's Commands in getting Pope's Eloiſa to 
Abelard; though ſhe. herſelf would on this Occaſion 
have ahnten Abelard's Anſwer to his too pad E- 
WH oft 
on was deſired to fit cloſe to the Bed. Gila No 
one was ever liſtened to with more Attention; my La- 
dy ſeemed to enter thoroughly into all Eloi/es Palion, 
and-would ſometimes-interrupt the Reader with La- 
mentations for poor Eloiſa's Misfortunes, which were 
uttered with unfeigned Pity, But when the Poem 
was ended, ſhe expatiated on the unhappy Subject of 
it with that forcible Eloquence, which can ariſe only 
from a ſympathetic Heart; and being well read in it, 
ſhe repeated the moſt tender Parts, and addreſſed them 
to Leonora with a Warmth of Manner, worthy the 
Warmth of the Expreſſions, till ſhe ſeemed to have per- 
aged herſelf ſhe was Eloiſa, and Leonora, Abelard. 
The Scene grew difficult to ſupport; Leonora had 
_—_— filent as long as poſſible, but finding that play- 
| the Part of Ae would no longer do, ſhe pre- 
— 2 to ſuppoſe Lady Haines was only endeavouring 
to ſhew her Genius, in thus acting the Part of Eloiſa, 
ang declaring no Player eyer equalled her, that the 
excelled Mr. Pope in the lively Repreſentation of the 
Subject of his Poem, that her Expreſſions were more 
ſublime, her Imagination more exalted ; and rather 


285 loſe fo exquiſite an Entertainment, to give her 
Genius 


92 
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Genius the greater Scope, ſhe would try o a the 

Part of lere vhs * 
Leonora now n to presch a Lecture on Tem- 
erance, and a conſtant Endeavour to ſubdue her 
Paſſions, acting the Part of a ghoſtly Father, without 
even the leaſt Spark of the worn-out Kindneſs of an 
old Lover. Shs talked of a rigid Obſervance of her 
Vows, and- of being now dedicated to a ſuperior 
Power, in a manner that ſuited both the Profeſſion 
the aſſumed and Abelard's; hoping that if her Lady- | 
ſhip ſaw through the Intention, ſhe would attribute 
the Slownels at taking Advantage of that tender Mt 

nute, to ſome Scruples of Confeience; endeav 

at the ſame time to get to a greater Diſtance, but 
that was not ſo eaſy ; for as ſoon as the Lady recover- 
ed her Surprize, ſhe determined artfully to reap the 
Benefit of Leonora's Scheme; and crying out how in- 
imitably ſhe acted, and how much ſhe found herſelf 
_ excelled, ſhe deſired to ſee whether it was as eafy'to 
perform the Part of a tender as of 4 preaching Abe- 
lard. Let us, added ſhe, repreſent an Interview'be- 
tween them, when Love approached her under Friend- 
ſhip's Name, when Love was Liberty, and Nature 
Law, defore the fatal nee and thoſe en 
| Vows. | ; 
The Requeſt Was ſtrong, and Lido: bound "ay 
ſelf finely caught, but thinking a ſew kind Words 
might RA for ſo ſolemn a Lover, as one would ĩima- 
gine a controverſial Divine like Abelard ſhould make, 
| ſhe acquieſced, and began to try whether Truths d. 
vine came mended from her Tongue. But this was 
not the ſort of Interview her Ladyſhip choſe” for their 
Repreſentaxion; ſhe began to careſs Lelnoru ſo fond. 
If; that, aſter having unſucceſsfully thrown out ſome 
 Reproofs for Eloi ſa Forwardneſs, he found it heceffa- 
1 to reſume her own Character, and to tell her Lady- 
Ove that theſe Sort of Amuſements were not pru- 
- WF dent; 


1 


- 
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dent; though” innocently meant, theſe- very tender 
Repreſentations were dangerous; and chdeavoured to 
leave her from a ſeeming Self- diſtruſrt. 

But poor Joſepb was to undergo further Trials, 
without the leaſt Hope of mecting with a Potiphar to 
reward his ſteady Virtue. Upon Zronora's prudiſh De- 
claration, my Lady; made deſperate by ſuch invincible 
Chaſtity, dere it was time to lay aſide all Farce; 
that every thing Leonora did raiſed that Eſteem which 
had been very great ever ſince their firſt Acquaintance. 
The World might blame her for fixing her Affections 
= — oung a Man, but ſuch tranſcendent Merit juſ- 

her Choice in her own Eyes, and therefore ſhe 
— aſſure him, that, if he would be united to her 
in a private Marriage, he ſhould partake of, nay, 
have as full Poſſeſſion of her Fortune as of her Perſon, 
meet with equal Obedience as a declared Huſband, 


and under the Character of Sir Aue, Tutor, they 


d live free from Scandal. 
+ = This Propoſal was a heavy Stroke on Leomora, who 
| feared the Anger of a Woman whoſe Love is rejected ; 
knowing that Diſappointment, Pride, and Deſpair, 
joined with Shame for having acted a mean and inde- 
cent Part, would all concur to raiſe her to the higheſt 
Pitch of Fury. However, it was neceſſary to refuſe 
what ſhe could not accept, and ſhe durſt not truſt 
her with the Knowledge of her Sex; fo expreſſing all 
the Gratitude imaginable for her Ladyſhip' s Genero- 
ity and Goodnefs, ſhe lamented the Scrupulouſneſs 
of her Conſcience, which forbid her Acceptance of 
the ineſtimable Treaſure of ſo charming a Lady, but 
that ſhe thought the Cares of a married Life incon- 
ſiſtent with the proper Performance of her Function, 


and that Indifference to all worldly Things, which 
ought to be the great Characteriſtic of thoſe who are 


dedicated to the 8 of the Church. 


r Lady Who N Lady 2 (which, I 


* 3 . 
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am perſuaded ſe do) will acknowlecge ſuch a he 
was not to be heard with Patience, nor did my Lady 


belye their Opinion, for ſhe flew into a, molt. viglent 
Rage; ſhe ſaid, ſhe found ſhe bad harboured, a Papiſt, 
and. had truſted her Son in fine Hands ; to declare an 
Adherence to their Doctrine in ſo ſtrong à Point as 

| Celibacy, was an Impudence few of the Emiſſaties or 
the Church of Rome were guilty, of, when they were 
not among thoſe of their own. Perſuaſion. 7 Se did 
not doubt her being equally ſtrong in all their other 

Tenets, and would no longer keep in her Houſe an 
Enemy to her ſacred Religion. No ſhe would ſa- 

} crifice her to the Ghoſts of thoſe. Saints and Martyrs, 

| who, had 77 their Deaths ſigned their Ae of 


the Nomiſh Rites. 
l Glad would poor Foſe * — SER now to have g got off 
| without greater Damage than a Piece of her ket 


for ſhe expected to have been taken up for a Jeſuit; 
and no leſs Evil might probably have been the Conſe- 
quence of this diſappointed, deſperate Woman's Rage, 
had not Charlett“s Mother unexpectedly arrived to 
carry home her Daughter, Her Preſence obliged her 
Siſter to confine the Expreſſions of her Wrath, and to 
ſuſpend the Effects of it. 

Leonora thought it beſt to take this 5 of 
getting quietly out of the Country, Accordingly, 
making a Pietence which ſhould hide the real Reaſon, 
ſhe, with Louiſa and her Servant, ſet out towards 
London the next Day; to the great Mortification of 
the two latter, who were charmed with their Situa- 

tion; and ſomewhat to the Perplexity of Leonora, 
who was again left to ſeek for a Maintenance. 

A certain Power, to which our Travellers were 

ſubjsct, maliciouſſy reſolved to retard their Journey. 
Love leads many Women aſtray, but in a; litteral 
Senſe it ſeduced our Nymphs from their Purſuit of the 
a Road. In the Morning of the wird Day of their 
— D 3 In Journey, 


= 
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Journey, Leonora was rouſed from a Reverie: on Ca- 
tidore by hearing his Name; this led her to an Enquiry 
by which ſhe was informed, that he had lain there 
that Night, and had not been gone above an Hour, 
to proceed on a Journey acroſs the Country. One 
cannot doubt but ſhe was moſt ſenſibly mortified at 
finding ſhe had ſo unfortunately miſſed an unexpected 
Chance of clearing herſelf in his Opinion, the 2 
Deſire of doing which had not been abated by Abſence. 
Not to loſe an Opportunity ſhe might not again reco- 
ver, ſhe reſolved to change her Scheme, and follow 
the *. Road he went, in hopes of overtaking him, 
thinking it would then be time enough to go to London. 
Leonora's Horſes not being ſo impatient as herſelf 


in the Purſuit of Calidore, crept while her Wiſhes 


flew; and leaving her Imagination to gallop by itſelf, 
dragged their wearied Steps with ſuch mortifying 
Slowneſs, that at every Stage they found themſelves 
ſtill farther behind him, than when they firſt ſet out 
on the Purſuit, 

No longer,” interrupted Carinthia, tired with 
keeping Silence, c does he deſerve the Name of Ca- 
6 /{dore, ſince he could fly faſter than Leonora could 
« purſue, Not to feel one ſympathizing Thought 
c that ſhould retard his Journey. Sadly muſt the 
c Calidbres be degenerated ſince the Age of Romance 
« and Heroiſm, that a Damſel ſhould be left to fol- 
e Jow unſucceſsfully ; once an uncomely Dwarf, if 
& charged with a few Words of kind Import, was 
« ſufficient to make them ſeek an unknown Fair at 
c great Perils; meer Inſtinct would have informed 


ce them if any Nymph had languiſhed for _ 


« Sight.” 

CC It cannot be denied,” e Sabrina, T7 that 
t Calidore, by topping a little, might have delivered 
e her from as cruel a Monſter, and as painful a Bon- 


ee, as any Spencer has graced by Deſeritin, 


even 


* 
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«< even the Fetters of ungratified Impatience; but 
« though Calidore was an agreeable Man, he certain- 
« ly was but'a bad Knight-errant, and had none of 
«that Sympathy which your Highneſs thinks is ſo 
c criminal to want. Nothing can be more unlike 
cc thoſe: Mirrors of Chivalry than our modern ſine 
© Gentlemen. Women are now won by Flattery 
&« not by Fighting, a ſafer kind of Courtfhip for the 
«© Men, and more amuſing, though perhaps leſs glo- 
“ rious, to the Ladies. Inſtead of delivering their 
Dames from Giants and Monſters, they endeavour 
c to encreaſe_ that Monſter-breeding, that Giant- 
<« paſſion of the Mind, Vanity; they firſt, extend the 
& Tyrant's Power, and then ſhare the Tyranny, till 
c they become as. neceſſary to our Sex as a Jackal 
« is to a Lion; they are to provide a conſtant Sup- 
e port and Supply for inſatiable Female Vanity. Not 
ec but ſome of us are ſo kind and humble, as to ſhare 
« the Office, and cater tolerably well for ourſelves.” 
Carinthia, finding ſhe had not much more of the 
Converſation for baving interrupted the Story, deſired 
the loquacious Sabrina to proceed in it, left they ſhould 
be as fairly diſtanced by Leonora as ſhe was by Ca- 
lidore, V 
There is no great Danger of that,” replied Sa- 
brina: She, alas! is likely to ſtay for us, as we 
« ſhall not attempt to come up with her till ſhe is 
& at a full Stop, and not at Liberty to run away 
* om pQ* 7: | 1 
Leonora's Diligence was ſuch, that at the End of 


two Days travelling in the Purſuit. of Calidore, ſhe 
found herſelf within ſuch a Diſtance from him, as 


gave her Hopes, that by Change of Horſes ſhe might 
in one Day more overtake him; but it was neceſſary 
to give the Night to ſleep; and the next Morning, 


while ſhe and Loviſa were at Breakfaſt, Fortune was 
taking Meaſures to diſappoint her Wiſhes, when 


they 


I 


| 
| 
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they were zaiſed high with the 9 of Succeſs. 
Martha was employed in the Kitchen in the fame 
Manner her Ladies were. above Stairs; in plainer 
Terms, eating her Breakfaſt z when ſhe was diſturbed 
from it by hearing Reflections thrown on Foe fair Cour 
ple, after great Admiration expreſſed of their Beauty ; 5 
which it was agreed by the Drawers and others in the 
Kitchen, was greater than could fall to the Share of 
one Family, and that they muſt be united by Incli- 
nation, not by Blood; intimating that they were no 


better than they ſhould be. 


Martha NOT theſe Aſperſions, and gaye ſome 
warm Praiſes of their Virtue. To which ſhe received 
no other Anſwer, than that they did not doubt but ſhe 
knew how to keep counſel. 

More enraged than ever, ſhe cried out, What, 


« do you call me Bawd, you impertinent Varlet, I 


& ſcorn your Words; I would have you to know, I 
ce am an honeſter Woman than your own Mother, 
% and would not keep counſel, ſuch as you meth, 


« for any Maſter or Miſtreſs in England. 4s 4 
As for my Mother,” anfwered the Drawer, „1 


« have nothing to ſay about her, ſhe might be a very 


e uſeful Woman for any thing I know ; ſhe kept an 


-» „ Hehouſe. poor Woman, and few chat do are main 
nice; but this is nothing to the purpoſe, God reſt 


| « 5 Soul; and may thoſe who do ſervice to their 


4 Betters have more Grace than to tell Lies about it. 
« To ſhew you, good Mrs, Convenience, how little 
& Faith Ican put in your Words, did not I go, ay, 


. 


„ not a Quarter of an Hour ago, into the Room 
<<. where this pretty Brother and Siſter were, and find 
& the Lady without her Gown, or more than one 
« Petticoat on, whether ſo much I cannot juſtly ſay, 


cc becauſe I was obliged to take myſelf out of 'the 
4 Chamber faſter than I came into it, ſhe ſcreamed ſo 


be PPB; and the Gentleman ran ſo faſt to W 


2 


3 
4 
3 7 
A 
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0. my coming farther into the Room. Now. pray, 


4 do Siſters undreſs before their Brothers? No, no, 


. „ they are not quite ſo familiar, good Mrs. Abigail.“ 


The Afperſions thrown on her Miftreſs's Reputa- 
tion, did not fo offend the virtuous Martha, as that ill- 
ſounding Name of Abigail, ſhe ſputtered out in flam- 
ing Ire, that, her Godfathers and Godmothers had 
given her a Name, and ſhe would not be called out 
of it as every impertinent Jackanapes ſhould pleaſe. 
The Men, delighted to ſee the old Gentlewoman fo 
nettled, told her, as ſhe was ſo very nice about a 
Name with which they were not acquainted, they 
thought it would be beſt to call her Mother, which 


would well ſuit both her Age and Occupation, with- 


out affronting her Godfathers and Godmothers. 
One may ſuppoſe this Expedient would not abate 


Martha's Rage, who, after railing at their ſcandalous 


Tongues, and unſucceſsfully trying all Methods to 
Juſtify her Lady's Virtue, her Paſſion, too great to 
be ſatisfied with one Way of Utterance, Part of it 
vented itſelf by her Eyes, which were turned into 
two plentiful Fountains, and giving a tragical Air, to 
a Quarrel hitherto altogether comic, ſhe "mixed with 
her Sobs bitter Complaints, for/ſeeing two ſuch ſweet. 
Ladies wronged; repeating, more than once, that it 
was hard indeed if Women might not dreſs before 
each other without being thought ſuch vile Creatures. 


But neither her Sorrow nor her Words could quell the 
Nanderous Tongues of her Adverſaries; who, grown 


more curious by what ſhe laſt dropped, of the band- 


ſome Couple's being of the ſame Sex, proceeded to 
repeat and encreaſe the Provocation, which had made 


the over-virtuous Matron to blab a little. So ſueceſs- 
ful was this Artifice, that the poor Woman was drawn 


into telling ſo much of the Reaſons for Leonora's Diſ- 
guiſe; as gave a+ Suſpicion to a Gentleman's Servant, 


who had been preſent during the whole Quarrel, mop 


_ 
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he immediately went and communicated to his Ma- b 
ſter and Lady; which Maſter and Lady unfortunately F 
proved tio other than Zortenſeus and Arabella, who go I 
' 

| 


ing to viſit a ſick and rich Relation, had lain at that 
Houſe' in their Road but having only new Servaftts 
witlf them, the Fu vitives might un- 
known, had it not "een for the i-tec Pradery: of 
ede, eien 2617 20 
The Footman, ſeeing bende Reſemblanee betwoes 
what Martha faid of her Miſtreſs, and what' he had 
learnt of the Cauſe of Leonora's Flight, thought it his 
Duty to tell his Maſter; who, perſuaded this diſguiſed 
Nymph muſt be his Daughter, but not able to deter- 
mine in what manner he ſhould receive and treat her, 
Arabella and he differing much in their Opinions on 
this Point, he thought proper to ſecure her till the 
had ſettled it; and accordingly ſent for the Landler, 
and made bim lock the Ladies in; who, by finding 
that they were ſo, firſt learnt they had ore Cable 
to fear ; but greatly were their Apprehenſions encreaſ- | 
ed, when from examining the only Perſon that came 
near them, they gueſſed in whoſe Power they were. 
Never Terror or Diſtreſs were greater than theirs. 
What Uſage could they expect from ſuch a Step, from 
a Perſon who, unprovoked, could treat them ſo ill! 
The Time they were made to wait their Sentence, 
only encreaſed their Conſternation, and deprived them 
of Strength of Mind or Spirits to ſupport the Shock KI. 
they expected. Martha alone, who thought Scandal! W' 
worſe than a Step-mother, looked on this Misfortune oF 
ne as inevitable ; but yet was grie ved to fee Louiſa faint- 
Fi ing with Fear, and Leonora in an Agitation of Mind 
not leſs painful, though it ſhewed leſs Weakneſs, and 
to find that the Juſtification of | theit OharaGters have 
pot the JeaftRelicf'ts eithers 0 #927 mis zs 
Arabella and Hortenſius were all this Time in (dif 
pute; the firſt Time he had ever contended with her: 
; = 8 


” 
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but natural Affection was awakened, in bis Heart, b 
finding a Daughter he had thought loſt to him. Bl 


repented of the Severities uſed towards her, and would 


gladly. have reconciled her to his Houſe. 'by y Lenity, 
from which he was ſenſible ſhe had been N. by a 
contrary Behaviour. But Arabella could allow no . 
dulgence to this paternal Tenderneſs; and well kno w- 
ing, that howſoever Hortenſius might contend, he 
mult at length yield to her ſuperior Power, ſhe was 
determined on the moſt rigorous Uſage, and that they 
ſhould be received in the moſt ignominious Manner, 
in order ws: ** on Riding a  Diſgrace as laſting as ber 
Hatred. 

But as it a nor proper a Man ſhould yield too 1 
ly to his Wife, to fave Horter/ius's Honour as far as 


Tcan, I will leave Arabella Time to exerciſe all the 
Power of Art and Obſtinacy, to conquer his better 
Diſpoſition, and take breath a little, to give him Lei- 


fure to ſubmit with leſs omg 


| | 
| 
| 
| 


c HA r. Tv. 


Continunrlon of the Hiſtory of Lad af 
Lovisa. 2 


05 AR IN TH I A was not much pleased with Sabri- 
na's Method of taking Reſt, when her Ik 
was moſt unquiet 3 but ſhe would not complain, le 


by putting the old Lady out of her Way, ſhe might 


render her unwilling to perform what ſhe had requeſt- 
ed. All ſhedared to attempt, was to make her reco- 
ver the Thread of her Diſcourſe as ſoon as ſhe poſſibly 


might; and this Time ſhe was more impertient than 


uſual, which Sabrina perceiving, continued ber Story 
or TY as ſhe was a little refreſhed, 


A 
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% As your Highneſs,” ſaid , Sabrina, ce ſeems to 
4 ſuffer ſome Pawn from your Curiofity, L will gladly 
<< relieve it, though I may ſes? eren from my e Com- 
eee 
Leanora and Loa were in * unten YT have 
el. weeping over their —— and anti- 
cipating, by the Force of Imagination, the ill Treat - 
ment they bad Reaſon to expect, hen with 'Tergor 
they ſaw one of the Doors. of the Room open; but ſud- 
den was the Effect created by the Appearance of Læ- 
titia, who made them for ſome. Minutes forget the 
Cauſe of their Apprehenſions, to enquire to what they 
were indebted for fo unexpected Ahe, n 
In ſew Words Lætitia acquainted her Friends, that 
The and her Guardian's. Family had been on a Viſit. for 
a Fortnight paſt at a Gentleman's Houſe; within three 
„Miles of that Inn; that one of her Guardian's. Ser- 
vants, who had known Leonora at Buxton, happening 
to be in the Town, ſaw. her arrive the Night before; 
| and at his Return home making his Report, ſhe had 
. borrowed. the Gentleman's Chariot, and ſet out at 
Break of Day in order to be with her before ſhe ſhould 
have left the Inn. That when ſhe came ſhe was re- 
fuſed Entrance into their Chamber, and with much 
Difficulty, much Eloquence, and much Money, had 
at laſt prevailed on a Maid of the Houſe to bring her 
in through a Back-way, of which ſhe had the Ke 
While they were taking the Round of almoſt the 2.855 
Houſe, which they were obliged to traverſe be fore 
they Ry £98 get into Leonora's Apartment, ſbe learnt 
ccaſion of their Oonfinement, and Friendſhip 
0 her partake of, their Fears, -- m notary: 
aætitia did not ſpend any 8 in aſking. them 
eſfions, knowing all that was, requiſite, from, the 
Nha, ſhe immediately conſidered of an Expedia, 15 
their Eſcape, and propoſed $0 them to 5 N 
* her and her Servant, to Sm 1 readil 25 d; 
ælitia 


uf 8 
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Letitia dreſſed herſelf in Lowifa's, and her Maid me- 
tamorphoſed herfelf into a Man, giving her female 
Garb in Exchange to Leonora, who now found more 
Safety | in her own Sex than in that ſhe had aſſumed. 

As ſoon as the Ladies were all equipped, the Maid 

of the Houſe was, by a little more Bribery,” prevailed 
upon to ſhew Leonora, Louiſa, and the prodith Mur- 
tha, to the Chariot which brought Lætirid. It was 
to return to her, as ſoon as it had carrids her Friends 
to the next Poſt- TIow-wn. 
They had not been long gone bene ** A- 
rabella entered the Chamber to Lætitia, who, arming 
her Countenance with as much Reſentment as the na- 
tural Sweetneſs of it would permit, walked up to 
them, and deſired to know from whence they aiim 
ed a Right of abridging her Liberty, 

At Sight of their Miſtake, the Wrath with which | 
they at firſt ſeemed to be filled was changed into 
Sbame, and they endeavoured to excuſe their Beha- 
viour; and, to do it more fully, told her the Error 
which had jed them into ſuch Incivility.  Hortenfits 
touched upon it ſhortly and calmly ; but Arabelld took 
up the Subject, and expatiated upon it with the ut- 
moſt Malice; adding all the Lies her Invention could 
forge, till ſhe repreſented Leonora in ſuch black Co- 
lours, that a common Criminal would appear inno- 
cent, compared with Her. 

Teœtidia had not Patience to inks ſuch: Calamalhh, 
and determined that the firſt Endeavour ſhe ever made 
tb ſcold, ſhould be in taking a little Revenge on the 
Perſecutor of her Friend, by making her hear ſome 
unpleaſant Truths. She told Arabella, that the Ma- 
lice and Rage which ſhone conſpicuouſly in her Rela- 
tion, was fuffeient to convince her it way void of 
2 _— 'The Violence of your Temper,” Madam 

wee Eetitia) -muſt incapacitate yo From 
66: bene Truth. That is a Blefling given only / on 
+, ( 
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<« the rational, the virtuous, and the calm. A Per- 


* fon will be ſteady and earneſt in the Cauſe of Truth, 


t but it is never the Parent of Rage and Fury, it can- 
&« not dwell with Malice. Had you a Mind capable 
of diſtinguiſhing Right and Wrong, and a Heart 
« virtuouſly governed by the Diſtinction your Under- 
e ſtanding had made, you would, by Precepts and 

4% good Example, have diſpelled che Errors which 
« blinded your Daughter, or have grieved for the 


« Evil you could nor cure; inſtead of publiſhing and 


ec aggravating her wrong Actions, your Endeavour 
6c would be to conceal or extenuate them. You would 
© have wiſhed, by keeping her Failings a Secret from 
cc the World, to have left ber the Power of return- 
« ing to her Duty; which is in a manner taken from 


4 her, by your expoſing her to all her Acquaintance ; 


« Shame might have been no ſmall Motive towards 
« reclaiming her, but muſt now be the. ſtrongeſt 
& Reaſon for preventing it. Were yqu poſſeſſed of 


c the ſmalleſt Portion of the Good to which you pre- 
& tend, you would not only have acted thus towards 


< the Public, you would have been indefatigable i in 
c your Endeavours to extenuate her Offence in your 


* Huſband's Eyes, and have diſpoſed him to Forgive- 


«< neſs; a Ceitiinty of being pardoned might be a 
„Means of bringing back an 1 only. Daughter, whoſe 
« Care and Affection would help to ſmooth the, rug- 


cc ged Path of old Age. If he is not as devoid of na · 
2 tural Affection as you are of Generoſity or Com- 


c paſſion, your Inveteracy againſt his Child muſt em- 


«, bitter his Dregs of Life, and render the-Remaind- 
«© er of it miſerable. But as Self-loye feems to be 


66 your predominant P aſſion, 1 muſt apply to it, by 


„ adviſing you to take care, leſt he ſhould be brought 


& to hate and deſpiſe you, by ſeeing you turn Youth, 


% Beauty, and various Arts, to ſo bad an Uſe, as 


6 Area the beſt Affections from his Heart, and 
| 6s intro- 
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e intfodueing in their Places thoſe tormenting In- 
<< mates, Rage, Cruelty, Malice, and Impfacability. 

Though your Wee _ ſilence; it may not 
« convince him. 

„his, Madam,“ comic Daring 145 what 
CI have to ſay, on a Suppoſition that vlg E 
c ed the Fruth. But I fhall now, by lthe Freedom 
c of my Speech, make myſelf ſome Repuration, For 
« your having ſo injuriouſly abridged tht Liberty of 
& my Perſon; and tell you, that by-your Manner, 
« as well as by every Circumſtance you have related, © | 
„J am' inclined to believe, that your Dag 
% Faults have no Being but what your Tongue gives 
6 them; that her Flight was the Conſequence of your 
« ill Treatment, which proceeded from the ſame bad 
<« Diſpoſition, that ſpurred on your black Invention 
to calumniate her to the World and to her Father. 
« While you relate your Daughter's Faults with that 
e Air of malicious Satis ſaction, you will gain Credit 
from no one; on the contrary, the more you ex- 
cc patiate on them, the more your Hearers will be 
convinced that the whole is Calumny, invented to 
<« exaſperate your Huſband againſt his Children, for 
« the more full Gratification of your mercenaryViews 
on his Fortune. For ſhe who is bad enough to de- 
light in aggravating and publiſhing the Virol of 
one ſo nearly allied to her, will not ſcruple to in- 
d vent ſuch as ſhe wiſhes to find. I have nothing 
„ farther to add, Madam, than that I hope your, 

«© Huſband will in time become ſenſible,” that his 
„ Children have a natural Right to his Protection 
and Fondneſs, that Care and Love are as much 
e Duties in him, as Obedience and Affection? 5 | 
<'thens, * That he has more teaſon to believe, they 

feel the latter (or him; than that a young Woitan 
* does ſo, whoſe Intereſt has plainly appeared to have 
15 N her Inducement for * bim. He will 

6 then 
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then perceive what the Young know, and the Old 
ce often learn, after it is too late for them to rectify 
„ their Errors, that when a young Perſon of either 
4 Sex marries an old one of the other, Wealth, not 
&« Loye, is the Temptation, and the Death of this 
& ill ſuited Mate is the ultimate End of their Wiſhes; 
<« to the glittering Proſpect of their Survivorſhip, 
& they dedicate their Morning and weongT.boughts, 
c and ſacrifice the Sighs of -Impatience. 
_ ,.. Letitia, who had no natural Genius for railing, 
| bad now exerted: herſelf to. the utmoſt, and unwilling 
to ſtand the burſting of the Storm which ſhe had ſeen 
gathering on Arabella's Brow, from the Beginning of 


her Attack, tho? Rage and Aſtoniſhment were at firſt 


too violent to leave her the Uſe of Speech, the: and 
her diſguiſed Maid left the Room directly, and as 
ſoon as her Chariot returned to her Guardians, leaving 
Arabella and Hor tenſius to purſue their Journey in no 
very ſweet Temper. of Mind. A: ſufficient, Reaſon 
your Highneſs will allow to deter us from becoming 
their Fellow-Travellers, therefore, imitating thepru- 
dent Lætitia, we likewiſe: will leave them to the ſole 
Enjoyment of thoſe delectable Tete à Tete's ſo com- 
mon in Matrimony, and more eſpecially on a ſour- 
ney, as if freſh Mortification aroſe from obſerving 
that however ſwiftly they changed the Scene without 
the Coach, the ſame tireſome h minen 
Within. 
„ A very probable. ben 1815 an "RAY of. ill 
& Humour, in my Opinion,“ faid Carinthia, <* A 
60 Man and Wife in ſuch a Temper muſt be as grie- 
& vous to each other as a bad Conſcience; neither 
& can be quieted or thrown off, they will ing. till 
5 they, ceaſe to be. Do you think, Sabrina, that any 
& Thing more was meant _— the Story of 'Deidamia's 
„giving Hercules an invenomed Shirt, than in a 1 
* rative Ne to tell us ſhe gare him a . 
| _ t 
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<« of her Company, that in ſhort ſhe ſtuck fo cloſe to 
« him, that he found it as eaſy to part with his Skin 
« as with his jealous Wife“. 
„ would agtee to your E xplication of this Sto- 
4 ry,“ replied Sabrina, were any Preſents of the 
«© ke” Sort mentioned of his Side; but Huſbands I 
think are ſeldom backward in returning the Vexa- 
«tions a Wife's Society may inflict ; they are grate- 
« ful Creatures in that Reſpect, and pay to the utter- 
« moſt Farthing; nay, ſometimes are fo generous as 
to give more than is due. As we hear nothing of 
t Hercules in this Kind, I am apt to believe Derda- 
« nia was out of his Power, before ſhe gave him 
ce ſomething and more Fes ere Four ne than 
« his Wife. HOY 1 
„This Point ſettles, ”. anfivered Carinthia, as 
« will, if you pleaſe, leave Hercules to enjoy the cloſe 
« Unibet 8 4 oor his Shirt and his Skin, and return 
& to our two Ladies, whom we may expect to find in 
better Temper than theſe matrimonial Pairs. 
They would have been very ungratefu} to their 
good Fortune, continued Sabrina, had they not been 
put in great good Humour by ſo unexpected a Deli- 
verance ; their Joy at being freed from the Thing in 
te Word they moſt dreaded was inexpreſſible. 2 
thing can reclaim us from our Follies; it is the 
Sufferings they bring. de ei 
Leonora had been ſo ſeverely puniſhed for leaving 
the direct Road in purſuit of Calidore, that ſhe reſolved: 
no longer to interrupt a Journey, which by the Re- 
mains of Terror on their Minds was become very 
uncomfortable; ſo they rer with all corre, 
Speed to London. «| 
Before our Ladies arrived at that great City, thay 
had formed a Scheme for their Support; Leonora was 
to try what Succeſs ſhe could have as a Painter, and 
er that Purpoſe * agreed to take Lodgings at ſome 
07 * Milliner 12 


— 
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Milliner's, whoſe Intereſt with the fair Sex might 
- procure Leonora ſome Faccs to copy, and in the mean 
Time employ Louiſa in adorning the Originals. They 
hoped to gain a Proviſion by that beſt. female. Imple- 
ment the Needle, till Leonora's Pencil ſhould. — 
them a better. | 
Before they would fix on a Lodging, they thought. 
it adviſeable to examine the Performances of the beſt | 
Painters, in order to judge the better whether Leono- 
ra had any Chance of ſucceeding as one, determined, 
if they found otherwiſe, to invent ſome other Scheme. 
For tho' ſhe had always received much Praiſe for her 
Pictures, ſhe was ſo thoroughly ſenſible how much 
more laviſh People are of their Words than their 
Gold, that ſhe was by no Means certain they would 
give much Money for them. Much Merit is neceſ- 
ſary to produce ſuch Tokens of Approbation, where- 
as a Panegyric i is readily given, however contradictory 
it may be to the Judgment of the Perſon who gives | 
it; moſt People bave an inexhauſtible Stock of | 
Words, and as for the Spirit of Truth, it ſeldom | 
troubles them. 4 
Some Days were ſpent in going to the Houſes of f 
many eminent Painters; during which Time Leonora N 
equipped herſelf properly for this Change of Profe. 
ſion, for it was now requiſite ſhe ſhould lay aſide her | 
| 


Prudery and her Petticoats; the blooming Divine was 
changed into a delicate Beau ; and ſeeing nothing in 
the Performances of the Painters which ſhould diſ-. 
courage her Execution of her Scheme, ſhe took a | 
Lodging at one Mrs. Newten's, a Millener, near St. F 
Fames's, who, tho' old herſelf, did not ſeem to like 
her Lodger the leſs for being young and handſo ne. 
Leonora aſſumed a foreign Accent, knowing the 1 
national Humility of the Engliſb, which leads them 
to eſteem every Thing the more for not belonging to 
Nas ©? own County She told Mrs, Nuria ſhe r | 
: WE; ju | * 
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juſt come from abroad to perpetuate de Beauty of de 


ver pritty Englis Lady: At the ſame Time begging 


her Recommendation, and, as a Specimen of her Art 
might be requiſite to ſtrengthen the good Offices of 
her Landlady, ſhe requeſted her Permiſſion to draw 
her Picture, that, by fixing an agreeable Object in 
ber Room, ſhe might render it more pleaſing to thoſe 
who ſhould come into it. So civil a Petition will ſcl- 
dom fail of ſucceeding with an old Woman; Flattery, 


| like Opium, always operates moſt powerfully on thoſe | 


who are leaſt accuſtomed to it; a ſmall Doſe, in ſuch 


a Caſe, is ſufficient to lull the Reaſon, and lay Incre- 
culity afleep. Good Mrs. Renton eaſily complied, | 


and the Peculiarity of her Features were ſuch as en- 


able] Leonora to make a very like Picture, tho' not an 


attracting Object. N 1 
While our two Adventurers were waiting the Suc- 
ceſs of Mrs. -Renton's Recommendation, 7 . 
the good Woman to furniſh her with Work, in which 
Leonora, too humble to be elated with wearing the 


Appearance of the ſuperior Part of the Creation, con- 


deſcended to aſſiſt her, tho' not without taking all 
poſſible Precaution, to prevent being ſurprized, at an 


Employment which ſo little ſuited her Dreſs. She 


might indeed have cited for Example, more robuſt 


Hands than hers, which had been made familiar with 


a Diſtaff; a Monſter- killer, who, ſacrificing his Fame 
to feed a Woman's Vanity, changed his Club for a 
Spinning- Wheel, and ſuited himſelf to the harmleſs 
Society of her innocent Nymphs, who never put to 
Death a mightier Animal than a Fly. But as ſo ma- 
ny Vears had paſſed between this her Predeceſſor and 


herſelf, ſhe thought the Reſemblance or the Motives 
might not be ſufficiently attended to, therefore ſhe 


rather choſe to give no Occaſion for the Compariſon. 
Nor was ſhe long left in this Employment, Mrs. 
Renton exccuted her Part ſo well, that Leonora had 
„0 K | = FE ſoon 
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ſoon ſeveral Pictures to paint; among the reſt, one, 
for which The was not obliged to her Landlady, tho” 
it proved to be one of her Apprentices ; which may 
not ſound very honourable ; but Leonora was not fo 
very much concerned for the Honour of her Pencil, 
as to be offended at the want of Dignity in the Ori- 
ginal ſhe was to copy. Lucy's Picture was not to be 
ornamented with any of the Implements of her 
Trade, therefore, if the Owner choſe to grace it 
with a Title, it might make a beautiful Princeſs, 
Lucy was a very pretty Girl, born of a verygood Fa- 
| ily, and bred up with the ExpeRation of an eaſy 


Fortune; but at the Death of her Father, found her- 


ſelf, from his Extravagance, left intirely deſtitute of 
Provifion. With too much Spirit to bear Depen- 
dence, or to receive Charity from thoſe who would 
fook on her as a Burden, ſhe determined to make 
Induftry provide what Fortune had denied her, Her 
neareſt Relations taking little Notice of her from the 
fear of being put to Expence on her Account, 
ſhe was at full Liberty to follow her own Inclination, 
and to prevent Oppoſition ſhe ſecretly bound herſelf 
Apprentice to Mrs. Renton about a Year before Zeo- 
nora came to the Houſe, 

When the Indentures were drawn; Lucy n. 
two. Friends with her Purpoſe, as it was too late for 


them to oppoſe it, which ſhe otherwiſe apprehended 


they would do to their own Inconvenience. The one 
being an old Lady, whoſe Income was very ſmall, and 
that only for Life, and the other a young one, en- 


tirely in the Power of a rigid Father. Theſe two 


Perſons ſpent moſt of their Time in London, and ſhe 
veſited them as often as was convenient. She ac- 
quainted no one elſe with her Reſolution, but giving 
out that ſne was gone to Board at a cheap Place in 
the Country, ſhe changed her Name, and went to 
| Mrs, Renten 5 to whom only ſhe entruſted the Secret 


of 


. 
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of her Birth and real Name. Not that this Conceal- 
ment proceeded from Pride, for ſhe had too much 
good Senſe, to think a Compliance with what her un- 
fortunate Circumſtances rendered neceſſary, could be 
truly diſgraceful to her; but to leſſen any Appearance 
of Inequality between her and the other Apprentices, 
which might occaſion their Envy 5 
ſhe was ſo far from thinking herſelf above them, that, 
if there was any Superiority, ſhe allowed it to be on 
their Sides, ſince their Educations had better fftted 
them for their Buſineſs, and their Merits now con- 
ſiſted, not in being the better Gentlewoman, but the 
better Milliner: Every thing elſe was foreign to what 
ought to be their ſole Aim, and would only ſerve to 
make them both unhappy and deſpicable. All the 
Nobility of Blood a King could boaſt, would nat have 
been, in their Situation, half ſo defirable as the Art 
of making up a Cap, or putting on a Trimming. 
This poor Girl received the Addreſſes of a very 
pretty young Gentleman of conſiderable Fortune, by 
Name Dorinton. But unhappily he was a young 
Man of very diſſolute Principles in Regard to the 
female Sex, and much of a Rake. He was acquaint- 
ed with both Lucys Friends, and kept ſo ſtrict a 
watch upon her, that ſhe ſeldom went to either with- 


out being ſoon after followed by him; and he would 


ſometimes get leave to accompany them in their Viſits 
to her. His Views were ſuch as her Profeſſion ſeemed 
to encourage, but her Modeſty was ſo powerful as. to 
awe him almoſt into Baſhfulneſs in her Company. 


Her Love was by no Means inferior to his, byt..vir- 


tuous Diffidence made her avoid: bim as oſten as the 
Tenderneſs of her Heart would ſubmit to her Rea- 
ſon. She never permitted him to be alone with her, 


nor would it have been eaſily con trived at Home had 


he: been otherwiſe inclined, for, unlike ether. Milli- 


ners, Mrs. Renton would not ſuffer any Love to go 


E 2 forward 
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forward in her Houſe. Dorinton hearing of Mrs. 
Renton's new Lodger, prevailed on Lucy to let bim 
have her Picture, finding his Hopes of gaining the 
Original almoſt deſperate. He applied to Leonora, 
and propoſed to her the doing two Pictures of Lucy, 
that one, by femaining in her Room, might remove 


from the Milliner's Imagination all Suſpicion of his 


having had any Hand in Luchs ſitting, which was to 
paſs for being done at Leonora's Requeſt, who was 
really glad of her Picture, as a Copy of ſo pretty a 
Face was a better Decoy than her old Landlady's; 
for every one would be inclined to think they ſhould 
make as good a Figure on Canvas, and that if the 
Painter complimented others, at leaſt be would do 
them Juſtice, which Vanity leads People to man 
* all they deſire. 

While Lucy ſat for her Picture, Dirjnton contaived 
gt preſent, and by that Means a great Intimacy 
grew between him and Leonora, who took Advantage 


of every Opportunity to uſe ber utmoſt Endeavours 
to reclaim him from his licentious Way of thinking, 


and to prove that a Woman's want of Power to re- 
venge an lefurys: n a Man no $100 Title to injure 


ber. f. 


Leinora felt the i Effects af theſe 8 
Jong: before. Lucy was ſenſible of any gocd Conſe- 
quences from them. The Warmth of Argument was 
WP no Means favourable to the e of a Paint- 

While Leonora was endeavouring to rectify Da- 


e Principles, an unlucky Stroke of her Pencil 
would diſtort the Features on which ſhe was at Work. 


When her Thoughts were too much engaged in try- 
ing to purify his Mind, and give it the Reſplendency 
of fair Innocence and Virtues. the unregarded. Hand, 

by mixing ſome wrong Colour. on the Pallet, would 


darken: the Compleniony'”s and turn a Venus into a 


14 1 
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Negroe, or - change a Skin of Roſes and Lilies to a 
Jaundice Hue. | | 
But theſe ill Conſequences of ker eager Endeaveubh 
to ſerve a Girl ſhe pitied, Leonora bore with exems 
plary Patience, as the flattered” herſelf with a Belief 
that ſhe was not intirely unſucceſsfu]. 'She' could ſee 
Dsrinton touched when ſhe drew a' Compariſon be- 
tween his Love, which would lead him 'to debaſe its 
Object, and Lucy's, which, were ſhe on a Throne, 
would prompt her. to yield it to him. He could net 
forbear owning, when his Pride was leaſt predomi- 
pant, that he only was Lo be blame4 for the ill Suc- 
ceſs of his Paſſion, fince a very amicable Virtue in 
her was the Obſtacle to his Wiſhes, while her Hat - 
pineſs was obſtructed by his baving a very low and 
vicious Way of thinking. As cenſuring his Pride 
ſeemed rather to give him Pleaſure, Leonera had great 
Hopes that he was inclined to overcome it, and 
truſted ſhe ſhould receive no ſmall Aſſiſtance from 
the frequent Interviews he by ber Means bad with 
Lucy, who was quite ignorant of her friendly Endea- 
vours for her Service. She would not have entered 
into any Scheme of prevailing with Dorinton to mar- 
ry her, ſhe was above perſuading him to confer an 
Obligation for which ſhe thought her Love would not 
be ſafficient Payment. While ſhe loved his agreeable 
Qualities, ſhe deteſted the Principles which forced 
her to be on her Guard againſt him, and without 

Expectations of his raiſing her Condition, ſhe was 
firmly reſolved he ſhould never abaſe it. Want of 
Power to conquer her Paſſion, and the want of Hopes 


fo make it pleaſing, created à Deſpair, which by the 

foit Melancholy it inſpired, feryed only to make her 
Love more tender. She could be ſaid to live only 
when Porinton was preſent, and yet ſhe could ſeverely 
cenſure herſelf for the Pleaſure ſhe took in his Com- 
pany 3 unable to fly his Sight for ever, ſhe reſigned 
THe E 3 herſelf 
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herfelf tc to all the Miſery of hopeleſs Love, as to an 
unavoidable Misfortune, which, indeed it was, ſhe 
not having ſufficient Strength of Reſolution to enable 


her 0 endeavour to conquer it. 
ou draw ſuch a Picture of this poor Girl, inter- 


ru ted: 6e, as tempts one to hate her Lover 
for his. unworthy Proceedings; and to wonder that 
any of the Sex ever meets with a tolerable Reception 
from a Woman who knows the World. 


It ſhould do ſo, anſwered Sabrina, but indeed, my 


Princeſs, we are very fooliſh Creatures; one would 
almoſt believe we were made meerly for Man, or 
Nature would haye given us more Senſe, and not, by 
our Weakneſs, have afforded them fo great an Aſſiſt- 
2g againſt us. Every other Animal in the Creation 

poſſeſſed' of ſome Means of Defence, but our pe- 
cullar Attribute, thoſe Arms with which we are told 
we ſubdue the Strong, and make Mankind our Slaves, 
however nobly they may ſound in Fiction, in ſober 
Truth are Means of attracting Injuries, not of de- 
fending us from them, or of reyenging them. We 
may indeed make one Man ſuffer for the Ills we feel 
from another, but when a Man hurts us, he is him- 
ſelf out of our Power. I once was acquainted wich 
an old Woman, who, ben we were talking on this 
Subject, compoſed a Prayer, which, the declared ſhe 
us her Grand Daughters learn by Heart, 

he Begi 1 52 the twelfth Year of their Age. 

L uf ho the good Lady herſelf had ſuffered a little in 
her Youth, from not 9 fervent enough in the 
Cauſe in which it is made, for her Character had not 
eſcaped the blaſting Breath of Slander.' It was oy: 
Grelle to Wiſdom 3 in the Name of e 
beſeeching her to teach us, to fly Wh dünne 


reſiſt, to deſpiſe. thoſe who wifh to render us Tuben 


ble, to hate ſuch as would make our Love for the: 
the Means of bringing r on us þ and feel Aﬀec- 
tion 
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tion only for thoſe who join Eſteem for our Virtues, 
and Reverence for our Fame, with theis Love for 
our Perſons. 

If your ancient Friend, replied Carinthia, had 
taught her Prayer to Lucy, it might not have been 
unuſeful ; but perhaps thoſe who moſt want it, have 
not Zeal enough to render it availing, for Lukewarm- 
neſs, we know, will breathe forth only ineffectual 
Prayers. The Danger Lucy was in, appears ſo obvi- 
ous, that Fear, wherein is our only Safety, might 
have taught her, like other timorous and defenceleſs 
Animals, to fly the Perils ſhe could not otherwile 
avoid. 

It is as eaſy, anf wered Sabrina, for Animals to fly 
who have no Inducements to ſtay, as for us that are 
ſecluded from the World and all its Temptations, to 
cenſure thoſe who are influenced by them. Lac ſaw 
ker Danger, the believed and ET. but as fli2 
could not ceaſe to Love, and felt the Force of con- 
ſcious Virtue, ſhe preferred the Pains of an hopeleſs 
Paſſion to thoſe of an eternal Farewell. 1 do net 
mean to: juſtify her Choice, it was Contrary to Reaſon, 
but agreeable to Love, which fills all its Slaves with 
2 Notion of its invincible Power, tho” Obſervation 
might teach, what they generally learn in Time from 
Experience, that its Author! ity is of very ſhore Dura- 
tion. 

Leonora by her preſent Dif uiſes had not ly! Op- 
portunities of diſcovering the Vices of Men, but alſo 
the Folly of Women. No one ſees more frequent 
Inſtances of human Vanity than a Painter. Lzonora 
ſoon found that the way to pleaſe, was to put a little 
 Reſemblance, and a great deal of Beauty in her Pic- 
tures; and ſucceeded fo well in this Reſyee, that her 
Pencil renewed Youth better than MHadea s Metal; 
ſhe ſmoothed the Wrinkles of the Brow, called back 
the Roſe and Lily to the Parchment Skin, gave Round- 
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1 neſs to the Cheeks, Life to the Eyes, turned the wi- 
} the red purple Lips into a fine Vermilion,” and in ſhort, 
4 performed. ſuch Wonders, as muſt in Time have 
1 brought every old Lady in Town to be the Subject 
l of her youth-reſtoring Pencil. 'Nex were the ancient 
Part of the other Sex backward in repairing to her; if 
l an old Man was going to marry a young Woman, 
„ he never failed applying to Leonord's lying Art, for 
a Copy of himſelf to give to the poor Girl, who was 
ſure to think the Original too _— however Lec- P 
ora was thus far uſeful to both: By giving him a 1 
9 better Opinion of his own Charms, 5 inſpired him 
with that happy Self- ſufficiency, which is the beſt 
Preſervative from jealous Whims, and gave the youth-- 
ful Bride an Opportunity of paying a Compliment to 
ber Huſband, by gazing at his Picture, and at the 
ſame Time, f removing her Eyes from a diſagree- 
ble O bject, to one wherein nothing could be un- 
pleaſing, but the faine nan. it ge to the 
4 Orig "kf 
| But this good Diſpoſition” or Ateing Het Peifor- 
mances to the Taſtes of her Cuftomers, was ſcarcely 
| ſufficient to ſatisfy their Vanity. They could not 
. forbear giving ber Inſtructions, and exhorting her tb 
il a proper Attention to their favourite Feature; and of- 
| ten miſtaking Peculiarity for a Beauty, would grow 
j jond of what was ugly; becaufe it was more diſtin- 
| guiſhably their own.” Their ili Tafte in the Attitudes 
and Dreſſes they choſe, ſometimes vexed her, whofec i 
Vanity and Intereſt were both ſo much hurt by any | 
*Thing that could disfigure the Picture. A Lady, h 
dried by Age and Virginity to a Skeleton, would in- 
Hf on being dreſſed like Mary Queen of Beotts, and 
all the corpulent Dowagers would deſire to be attitèd 
like the Queen Mother, 0 or to be more gaudily $54] 
rr N 40 6 e 5d | 
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To do the Ladies Juſtice, they rewarded Leonora 
* their Civility for the Trouble they gave her; ſhe 
had frequent Invitations from People who ſat to het 


for their Pictures; ſhe choſe herſelf out an agreeable 


Society among them, and excuſed | herſelf from thoſe 
whom ſhe wiſhed to ſee no more of, on Pretence that 
her Buſineſs would not allow her Nel Tho' her 
Beauty had lefs Attractions for the Men, yet her 


good Senſe and Vivacity occaſioned ber receiving 


great Civilities from ſeveral of them, who were pleaſed 
to ſee an Artiſt: without Conceit or Impertinence. = 
This good: Reception in many Families, gave her 


a Power of receiving greater Pleaſures than her Pen- 


cil could yield, as it afforded her the Means of con- 
tributing to the Happineſs of others. I will relate a 
few Circumſtances to your Highneſs which will ſerve 
to ſhew. how ſhe was employed. 

An old. Lady, with whom Leonora had 3 1 
quaintance at a Houſe where they both viſited, pleaſed 
with the Painter, and. wanting her Pi dur drawn, 
came to. fit to her. Soon after entering the Room, 
caſting her Eyes, on a Picture of a young Gentleman 
and Lady, ſeemingly in. Converſation, ſhe cried out, 
for Heaven's Sake, Sir, put that Piece out of my 


Sight. Leonora, a little mortified at the Affront put 


on her Performance, expreſſed ſome Surprize that the 
Picture of two Figures, on whom Nature had Javifts- 


95 beſtowed uncommon Charms, ſhould prove offen- 
V 


e to any one. O] Sir,“ replied the old Lady, 


ſwelling with Rage at the Objects before her, * thoſe 
c Perfons are a diſobedient Daughter of e Fra 


& her worthleſs Huſband,” “ 
Leonora had heard of this Lady's 5 Reſentment avalalt 


her Daughter, for having married without aſking A 


Conſent the knew ſhe could not obtain, Money be- 
ing her Mother's Idol, and Love her only Motive in 
the Choice ſhe had made. So different a Temper the 
EP ld 
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od Lady could not forgive, and the Endeavours of 
all their Friends to reconcile them, had proved fruit- 
leſs; but yet Leonora was not diſcouraged by their ill 
Succeſs from trying to ſoften this obdurate Wer 
After moving the offenſive Picture from her Sight, 
Leonora led ber to relate the whole Affair; ſhe did it 
With a Rage, which communicated itſelf ſo much to 
her Countenance, that, had Leonora then taken her 
Picture, the very Dregs of Vanity, which even Age 
cannot waſh away, with the Beauty to which it firſt 
__ owed its Birth, muſt have made her forſwear all Paf- 
ſion for the reſt of her Life, and introduced Benevo- 
Fence and good Humour, as the quiet Inmates of her 
Boſom; but the Emotions expreſſed on her Counte- 
- _ mance were too various, to allow Time for a Painter 
to copy any one; and Leonora was reduced to try ano- 
ther Means of pacifying her. She pleaded the Cauſe 
of Youth and Love; ſhewed by their Agreement the 
Toleration they deſerved when they met together. She 
deſcribed the Senfations of a tender Heart, the Temp- 
tations to which it was ſubjected, and the great For- 
titude and Force of Reſolution, required to reſiſt the 
Charms of mutual Love; till the old Lady's Anger 
. Teemed changed into Envy; a Paſſion, which pro- 
. miſing no greater Lenity to the Object of it than the 
other, Leonora thought, would turn little to the Ad- 
vantage of the Cauſe ſhe pleaded, and therefore cea- 
; fing all Endeavours towards mollifying her Heart, the 
urſued her more proper Buſineſs, and began to draw 
7 Countenance. Leonora deferred the Time to be 
- fix'd for the fecond Sitting, longer than the old ly 


4.4 # 


Would have choſen, who having already fuffered muc 
from time, had ſo prudent a fear of its cruel Effects, 
that ſhe would not willingly give it Leiſure for fur- 
ther . ĩ 
Leonora, in order to execute the Scheme, which 
had induced her to delay this Lady's ſecond Viſit : 18 
| 5 | oon 
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ſoon as ſhe was gone, went to the married Pair, aps 
acquainting them with what had paſſed, begg'd Leave 
to add the Picture of a little Child: of their to their 
own. This was readily granted. The Babe. was as 
beautiful as its Age would permit, and-very.finely 
formed. To draw him to the beſt Advantage, ſhe 
had him undreſſed, and laid in his Mother's Lap, 
taking his Picture While he was thus enjoying that Eaſe 
which ſo viſibly ſhews itſelf in an Infant's Face, when 
delivered from from all its Bandages, and the Load of 

Cloaths with which its tender Limbs are oppreſſed. 
The. Child. looked up in its Mother's Face, with a 
Smile of Tenderneſs and Happineſs, as if it had 
meant to aſſiſt Leonora's Purpoſe. 

The Picture being finiſhed before the old Lady 
came again, Leonora placed it full in her View, hop- 
ing to awake in her ſome Senſations of a Grand 
Mother's Fondneſs. 

The Lady could not forbear e the Child's 
Beauty. - Leonara ſeized the ſoft Moment inſpired by 
the firſt View, and employed all her Rhetoric to pre- 
vail on her to let the Charms of the Infant plead the 
Mother's, Excuſe. 

Leonora thought ſhe perceived ſome 8 ymptoms of 
parental. Tenderneſs, but the old Lady endeavoured 
to ſuppreſs them, as well from an ill judged Shame of 
changing Sentiments ſhe ought never ta baue har- 
boured, as from the Remains of her Anger. 
Leonora determined to try to the utmoſt the united 
Forces of Reaſon and Nature, urged every Argu- 
ment, and would not let the Lady depart, whe would 
haye been glad to have - flown from what ſhe could 
not anſwer, nor ſcarcely reſiſt. Leonara had kept her 
there full half a Day, but began at laſt to fear her 
Heart was impregnable, ſo ſtrongly did Obſtinacy de- 
fend it. Thus far baffled in all her Attempts, ſhe 
Applied her laſt Battery Fe ſome Sparks of 7 


- 


84 4 Jou RNEY-through Lil F E. Chap. 4. 


ſhe had obſerved in the old Lady's Compoſition, which 
ſhe Roped might be kindled to ſuch a: Blaze as to 
warm ber Heart. Pretending to rally her on that 
Inſenſibility which led her to think a Lover's Argu- 
ments ſo little efficacious,' ſhe began to act the pafſi- 
onate and tender Lover, under a Pretence of ſhewing 
her, how difficult it was to reſiſt one that was really 
ſo. This Expedient proved fortunate, the Lady began 
to melt, and perhaps, had Leonora been rolled of 
the Power and the Deſire of taking Advantage of this 
. critical Minute, ſhe might have found that her Perſon 
as well as her Arguments were irreſiſtible. The old 
Lady confeſſed that if her Son in Law made Love as 
well as Leonora, a young Girl could not be expected 
ta prove ſo cruel to Gan as to be nm dutiful 
to her Mother. 

Leonora then told her a Weed romantic Sai 
of her Daughter's tender Affection for her, and of 
the unſucceſsful, though conſtant, Endeavours of her 
Huſband, to conquer the Grief which filled his 
- Wife's Breaſt, for having offended ſo dear and good 
Parent. 

There is a Time when Cruelty * IaſeoGbility 
can no longer maintain their Power in a Woman's 
Heart, whatever Age ſhe may have attained. _ 

Their Reign over this old Lady was now expired, 
ad ſne with Fears conſented to fre both her Son and 
Daughter, who, with their little Child, were waiting 

in the next Room, in anxious ExpeRtation of Lane. 
14 Succeſss. 
The een Was foon ERP. ind; hs 
Effects followed it; the old Lady making a 
-piinddoitle Settlement on her Son and Daughter, and 
they paying her all the Attention and nden 
owes etl Duty can inſpirmmaeee. 
een think?” ſaid the Princeſs Gee! « Ken 
504 ran ſome haz ard of = her Sex ſuſpected by this 
22 — | 83 Action; 3 


Chap. 4. 4Jouznaty through 5 IHR. 85 
« Action; as it is a Fact fo new as might appear ins! 
e credible, that a young Man, without Fortune 
“ ſhould employ all his Eloquence, and the Charms 
«© with which his Beauty heightened its perſuaſive in- 
& ſinuating Power, to effect a Reconciliation between 
c u rich Widow and her Daughter. The maternal 
Affection is the laſt which in ſuch Cafes a y%“h⁰ | 
& Man endeavours to excite, and perhaps he will 
% never have a leſs Chance of Succeſs, than when” he 
cc ſhall be tempted to imitate Leonora s benevolent 
„ Scheme, of turning the twinkling Remains of 
<«. youthful Fire to the only Purpoſe” towards . 
& they can be properly directed.“ 
What your Highneſs obſerves is very ruſty? lin re- 
plied Sabrina : © Age ſeldom prevails on People to 
« relinquiſh the Pafſion of Love, though in Youth it 
„ generally produces nothing but Diſappointment. 
© am afraid you will think Tecnora ſtill: more liable 
& to Suſpicion, when I relate another of her Actions; 
« ſince to eure Jealouſy inſtead of creating it, is even 
& more unlike the Sex ſhe aſſumed, than to _ an 
& old Woman her Duty.” 4 
A young Lady, who had been married about two 
| Years before to a very agreeable Man, became ac- 
quainted witli Leonora in ſome of her Viſits: This 
Lady and her Huſband had conceived à mutual Paſſion 
before they were ſo nearly allied; Rong —_— ne 
Pers were very different. a 7 
dhe was very young, gay, handſome; _ extremes 
1y inclined to Coquettry ; a natural Conſequence of 
much Vanity, great Vivacity, and little Reflection. 
He was rather grave, unhappily diſpoſed to Jealouſy, 
but good: natur d, generous, tender, and ſtill exceſ- 
tively in love with his Wife. She likewiſe retained a 
great Affection for him, though. her Diflipation; and 
Want of vn imd it 111 lite Larry on her 
Bekaviour. 4 WES 
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2 HR Jealouſy would ſometimes make her wretched, 
but the firſt Man who flattered. her Vanity, effaced it 
from her Remembrance; ſhe forgot the paſt, and in- 
dulged herfelf again in Caquettry. She indeed wiſhed: 
him free from Jealouſy, not out of Concern for the 
Pain it gave him, but that ſhe might live free from 
Reſtraint; for he would ſometimes exert his Power 
and controul her's, till the Impatience of her Tem- 
per would make her fret and grieve, and accuſe him 
of Cruelty. Unable to occaſion her any Vexation, 
he would then fondly beg her Pardon, and reſtore her 
to Liberty, which ſhe was _ to uſe exactly as ſhe 
did before. 

In this manner they lived, in alternate . 
od Reconciliations, from the Time of their Appear- 
ance in Town. The firſt Half Year after their | 
riage they ſpent in the Country; and where "nl was 
nothing to rival this unhappy Huſband, he was bleſſed: 
with every Token of — ; as the only Perſon. 
ſenſible of her Charms he was dear to her, but when 
this Merit became more general, her Love grew leſs 
particular. Leonora had often ſuffered greatly for this 
unhappy Man, when his Wife would coquet before 
his Face; he bore it indeed with Senſe and Reaſon, 
but it was plain to ſee, that ſuch a Command over his 
Temper was. not obtained without great Pain. If no 
one elſe was preſent, more worthy of her Smiles, ſhe 
would loſe the Remembrance of Leonora's Profeſſion: 
in admiration of her Beauty, and condeſcend to endea- 
your at making her the Object of the poor Man's Jea- 
Jouſy. But whether he ſaw ſo much Compaſſion in 
Leonorg's Countenance as made him eaſy, or that he 
thought the Inferiozity of her Rank ſecured him, he 
always bore it pretty well; and even yentured to aſk. 
his Wife to ſit for her Picture, in order, to give him 
the Pleaſure of enjoying the Sight of ſomething. like 
dere any Time 3 adding, that he AI | Red 
2.1 We, 
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Wife, whoſe Company he could have at home, and 
which once given to him would never wiſh to beſtow 
Favours on any one elſe. Though this implied a Re- 
proach, yet every thing was forgiven which was ac- 
companied with any fort of Flattery; and ſhe gave 
_ her Word, that the would ſic to Leonora the next 

4 ein 
* bad Jong: been fo intereſted/ in this unhappy 
Huſband's Fate, that ſhe formed a Scheme, of endea- 
vouring to make the Opportunities ſhe ſhould by this 
means have, of converſing with his Wife, prove ſer- 
viceable to him. | 

NoMan may fo reafotiably PANE? on a en 
ing from our Sex as a Painter; for what Woman dare 
admit the leaſt Spark of Anger; when it may diſcom- 
poſe the Regularity of the Features, and baniſh all 
the Loves and Graees from the Countenance, and ſne 
by her Picture be tranſmitted, thus diſgraced, to Po- 
ſterity. ' Encouraged by this Conſideration, Leonora 
firſt brought the Lady to relate her Huſband's Court- 
ſhip, and their Marriage; and then to lament his Jea- 
louſy. After this Introduction, ſhe made her recall 
to mind the Half Year ſhe ſpent with him in the Coun- 
try, and afked her if ſhe was not happier there than 
ſhe had ever been ſince. She confeſſed ſhe was, but 
attributed it to her Huſband's unreaſonable Whims,. 
without which, ſhe ſhould be io! moſt ele Crea- 


ture on Earth. 
Leonora e woured e Ben di jult a Bees 


dation he had for thofe Thoughts which- ſhe called 


Whims, and how plainly they ſhewed the Delicacy 
of his Affection. She expoſed her Conduct as freely 
as Decency would permit. Told her how much a 
Woman loft of the Eſteem of the World, for the 


Mirth and Flattery ſhe might gain from it by Coquet- 
try. She tried to awaken in her a Deſire of being ad- 


mireg, for Things really worthy of . Lin- 
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Read of, feeking Praiſe ſroga People, who hoped for 


ſuch Returns as would render her truly deſpicable, gf 


to be thought ſo. much in her Fayour as would make 
her deſpiſed, and. give up her Reputation as a Trophy 
to their Vanity. She affured her, that the Happineſs 
'ofa Wife conliſted i in her Huſband's Eſteem and Love. 
That, ſhe above all others was certain of the conſtant 
Courtſhip of a Man, who would not only, have the 
ſincereſt Regard for, but even Admiration of her, and 
deſerved the moſt affectionate Return. That ſhe 
might at once gain the Eſteem of the World, the Ap- 
plauſe of all People of Worth, and eſtabliſh her, own 
Happineſs. And at what Price was ſhe to gain theſe 
ineſtimable Bleſſings? Only by giving up the fulſome 
Flattery of Men, who could not prophane her Ears 
with it if they eſteemed or reſpected her. Lroncra 
omitted no Argument to induce her to a Change of 
Life; and to make her ſenſible that it was now in her 
Power, to receive and communicate Happineſs, to 
be idolized by her Huſband, approved by the Worid, 


| and allowed by every one to be as reſpeclable in Cha- 


racter, as charming in Perſon: On the other hand, 
to expoſe herſelf to public Contempt, to the Reſent- 
ment of an abuſed and juſtly incenſed Huſband, and 
to the Treachery and F. alibood * thoſe. worthleſs Men, 
whofeFlattery had. brought her to this Deſtruction. 
Sheendeavoured to make her.ſce, that the Loſs of Re- 


putation was criminal to her Huſband, herſelf, and. a 


Mill higher Power; fince it made mife able the Pei ſon 
whoſe Happineſs it was her Duty to ſtudy, - and ſet 
bad Example to others; but that it. was great! Fall 
for any Woman to think ſhe ſhould flop, there; 
though the Reputation ſonietimes went before a 3055 ; 
man loſt her 2 yet her Virtue ſoon fo] lowed itz 


they are ſo inſeparable, that whoever 18 Careleſs e of, the 
mm cannot long preſerye the other. LOT 
Foot Carintbia,. d did not graty alight in. wor 
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ralizing on Subjects which no wa) Concerned ber, be⸗ 
gan to yawn moſt unmercifully; Sabrina perceived i it, 
but, like other old Women, loving preaching, ſhe 
attributed the Princeſs's Sleepineſs to the Hour of * 
Night, rather than her own Sermon, ſo propoſed gi 
ing to Bed, with which Carinthia was 'obliged t 
comply, fearing to offend by declaring the ruth, 
and retired to Rel, with Hopes, that the Morning 
Sprightlineſs ariſing from refreſhing Sleep, would en- 
liven Sabrina ſo much as to prevent her reaſſuming 


ber drowſy Evening Lecture, and leave the Moral of 
the Tale to ley the prog the wile to in- 
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W 1 EN Carinthia had ſlept off the ONO 'E 7 

fect of Leonora's Sermon, for no Opiate” will 
operate more powerfully on the Mind of a young Gitl 
than a moral £ 


Sabrina, who the hoped. to find in a more amu 5 
Diſpoſition, after the Refreſhment of a Night” Re 


which aſſiſts the freſh and bright Appearance of the | 


Morning, in infpiring a lively Flow of Spirits. En- 
couraged with a Belicf that Sabrina's Dulneſs 
end with the Gloom of Night, ſhe, entreated ber to 


continue ber Narration, with ed Mieke 8500 


42 22 


complied... cr of 216494 
Leonora found her Lecture Was nok. very. well. re- 
ceived ; the Lady did not underſtand how ſhe. could 
rake. the Liberty of inſtructing her, or what could give 


her 


lay againſt Coquettry, the ſought out 
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her a. Deſire to do it. As a Painter ſhe thought it 
her Duty to flatter with her Tongue, as well as with 
her Pencil; and as a Man, it ſeemed unnatural to be 
offended at the Coquettry of a Woman who was not 
allied to her. But the Reaſon which neither Vanity 

nor Vivacity could prevent her diſcovering in Leono- 
_ r&s Diſcourſe, together with the gentle Manner in 
which ſnhe ſeemed rather to inſtill, than to inculcate, 
her Doctrine, and the great Deſire ſhe found in her- 
ſelf of preſerving a becoming Harmony of Features, 
made her ſuppreſs the Anger which would naturally 
have ariſen, in a Mind averſe to plain Dealing and 
harſh Truths; yet ſhe avoided fitting again for her 
Picture, till her Huſband: preſſing it "molt earneſtly, 
ſhe was obliged to comply, fearing he might enquire 
into the Caufe of an obftinate Refuſal, and ſhe did, 


not chuſe he ſhould know, that wy one beſide bimſelf | 


thought her Conduct improper. 

: Leonora made this Lady fit as often as ſhe bes. 
under Pretence of taking more than common Pains 
with her Picture; and, notwithſtanding ber Com- 
mands to the contrary, always choſe the ſame Sub- 


but treated it with ſuch Deference to ber, and 


mixed it with ſo much Flattery, that ſhe, grew leſs 
offended, and at laſt became ſenſibly affected. 
During this Conflict between we Reaſon. and, the 
too gay Turn of her Temper, her Huſband very for- 
tunately was ſeized with a more than ordinary Fit of 
Jealouſy, wherein he grew ſo very outrageous. as 
frighted the little Coquet exceedingly. She began to 
compare theſe dreadful Diſagreements with thoſe hap- 
py Hours, when by giving him a little of ber Con- 
verſation, and ſome ſmall Profs of Regard, ſhe 


charmed him to all the Tenderneſs and Heighths of 


Paſſion. In this Interim Leonora viſited her. Her 
Diſtreſs diſpoſed her to think that Perſon moſt her 
F * * had endeavoured to perſuade. her, to 
Fe forbear 


Chap: . Ae throuwh LIF E. gr 
| forbear giving Occaſion for what ſhe now ſuffered. 


She acquainted Leonora with her Situation, who, over- 


joyed at fo opportune a Quarrel, made the beſt Uſe 
of the Terrors with which it had filled this hitherto 
inſenſible Heart; and brought her to a Reſolution of 
avoiding all ſuch-Evils for the future, if her Huſband 
could be prevailed! upon to forgive this laſt Indiſere- 
tion; for ſhe really preferr'd him ſo much to any 
oth Man, that ſhe could not bear the TRE of 
being hated or forſaken by him 

Happy in finding her ſo well diſpoſed, n 
ſought the poor Othello; and after informing him of 
what ſhe had for ſome” time been attempting, told 
him his Wife's Reſolution; of regulating her Conduct 
according to his Inclination, who,. notwithſtanding her 
too great Vivacity, was the only Ferſon at had ever 
made any Impreſſion om her Heart. 

The Dejection of Spirits, kr Ae Anu 
found this fuſfering Huſband, made his Joy the more 
exceſſive, at ſo fair a ProfpeCt of future Happineſs, as 


now was opened to his Imagination. All the black 


Ideas which Fealoufy had raiſed; all the Rage of neg- 
lected Love, and the gloomy Fancies of ſuſpicious 
Honour, were inſtantly diſpelled; to theſe tumultu- 
ous Inmates ſucceeded; Gratitude to Leonora, Fen- 
derneſs and Compaſſion for his Wife, and all the 
pleaſing Train of "Joy and Loye. - He flew to his be- 
loved, repentant Wife; and, by the moſt extreme 
Fondwefs, cured her Grief and fixed her Reſolution, 


He would not ſuffer her to apologize for her former 


Behaviour; well convinced that ſhe had never been 
criminal even in Inclination, he was thoroughly ſa- 
tisfied with her Intention of bidding adieu to the Fol- 
lies, which had ſo long tortured his Heart. He re- 
ceived this Deſign as the higheſt Obligation, and 


ſeemed to feel no Pain, but from a n = fuf-- 
ey proving his nd > 2012 WRC FITS. 
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His Wife confeſſed to bim, that the Pleaſure his Joy 
ſhould give her, was overcome by the Shame ſhe felt 
for her indiſereet Conduct, when ſhe found he prized 
as ſo high a Favour, a Change of Behaviour, which 
other Halbands would have eſteemed ſo indifpenſable 
an Act of Duty, that they would not have received it 
even as an Excuſe for the leaſt Partof cel too W 
leſs Wives paſt Follies. 

Teonora could not fail of being greatly careſſed in a 


Family, which ſfie had reſtored to all the Harmony. 


of Peace and Love; and ſhe determined to compleat 
ber Work. She feared the Huſband's Indulgence might 
endanger this Reformation, as Relapfes into Coquet- 


try are too common, in theſe who relinquiſh it more 


out of Fear than Inclination. This Man, before too 
ſuſpicious, now, to ſhew her his great Confidence in 


a2 Prudence of which he had had ſo little Experience, 


was inclined to lead her inta ſuch dangerous Trials, 


as might have ſocn' reduced them to their late unhappy 


Situation, | * 
Leonora told him, that the Vivacity off his Wife? ; 
Peaniper rendered fome kind of Purſuit neceſſary, as 


without it her Spirits would flag, and dull Languor 


ſuceeed to Exceſs of Gaiety. She adviſed; him there- 
fore to lead her, by degrees, to reliſn Pleaſures which 
might be enjoyed at home, and in Wich he himſelf 
might partake. The Seaſon was favourable for the 
Country, and ſhe: thought he could not at more ptu- 


dently than by carrying her thither; where, by tak- 


ing Advantage of her proper Turn of Mind, be might, 
by gentle Degrees, infenkibly infuſe into hera Faſte 
for fuch Amuſements, as were more likely to tend to 


_ their Happineſs. © His' Fortune having received very 
eonſ{dtrable Additions ſince theit Marriage, it eould 


well allow them to make great;Improvements in their 


Houſe and Gardens, which would . Tome a= 
and Employment t to > her reſtleſs Mind. n 
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bt, 25 Lady had a good natural Underſtanding, 
Wange it wanted the neceſſary Cultivation to render 
it a tufficient Guide to her Actions, Leonora adviſed 
him to endeavour to lead her into a Lam: of Reading, 
by chuſing at firſt the moſt diverting Studies, and then 
conducting ber to ſuch as were of à graver, and more 


inſtructive kind; in which he might ſucceed the bet 


ter, if he would read with her; and by m xing Con- 
verſation and Amuſements with it, ſweeten Study by 
Endearments, enliven it by Mirth, and enccurag her 
to perſevere hy a little Hatter 7. lhorgpregt - 
Lecnar d'r Advice was approved, and the. . 
man conſulted her on the proper Choice of gte we | 
dies. They agreed Romances might be of Uſe; when 
the Endeavour was to make Affection over-balance 
Vanity, which had hitherto rendered her Heart almoſt 
inſenſible to tender Impreſſions; and where ſhe would. 
ſee nothing beſides her Huſband, except the Beaſts, of 
the Field Th the Fowls of the Air, b he might depend 
on being the Hero of her Romance; for Which bis 
exceſſive F ondneſs very well e hin, er 
ber Huſband. 22 
I am glad,“ 0 ee te that vo 
ce have given him ſome other Qualification than mere- 
6 ]y that of being a human Creatute ; for, I thinks 
ou paid no Compliment either to his Charms or 
«you Taſte, when you ſuppoſed him beloved only 
cc becauſe be had no Rival of bis own Species. ]trem- 
ce bled leſt the meer Phantom of . a romantic Imagi- 
c nation might have become the Object of her ſecret 
<« Love, while the poor. Man languiſhed in Deſpair, 
ce for having nouriſhed a Tenderneſs which was not 
<« directed towards him; though one muſt on he 
<« deſerved it, ſince he could give up bis Time to ſuch, 
<« trifling Studics i in. order to obtain it“. 100 4 
'<6 allow, replied Sabrina, they were benen 


6. Amuſements for a Man of Senſe and Knowledge 
6c a 
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c had they not ſuited the Sentiments of his Heart fo 
c ell, that his Underſtanding was almoſt out of 
the Queſtion while he was reading them to her: 
<« Beſides, to this Endeavour of ſoftening; her Heart, 
< :through imaginary Woes to real Sufferings, more 
& rational Studies were to ſucceed; that after being 
<« taught how-to love, ſhe might learn what was 
< lovely, the better to place her Affections, and to 
ec deſerve thoſe of others. 
This now happy Couple Caontinined Sabrina) en- 
eee to perſuade Leonora and Lauiſa to accom- 
pany them into the Country, and would have made 
the Loſs of Buſimeſs eaſy to them; but Leonora was 
too apprehenſive of deſtroying the Fruits of her hu- 
mane Labours, to conſent to be in the Houſe, while 
the Lady's Heart was ſoſtening by her Courſe of Ro- 
mance, leſt ſhe might appear a more exact Reſem- 
blance of n Lala, or r onto, than her own. 
Hutband. 
Tuunoru, in her laſt Viſit 10 the ne Lady, 
gave her another Lecture, on the Neceſſity that her 
Huſband's jealous Diſpoſition laid her under, of for- 
bearing many innocent Gaities, which were rendered 
etherwiſe to her, only by giving him Uneaſineſs, to 
whom it was a Crime to give a Pain which he cauld 
not feel if he loved her leſs. She told her, that this 
Reſtraint might depriveher of alittle idle. Amuſement, 
but the Gratitude with which ſhe had found he re- 
ceeived every Mark of Attention, muſt amply reward 
ber; and thus what, in Enjoyment, could give onhy 
a tranſient trifling (Pleaſure, would, in Forbearance, 
yield her eſſential Happineſs, by encreaſing his Eſteem, 
and making her be looked upon by him, as one who 
had conferred _ yo Obligation. Leanora made 
her ſenſible, tha s this Conduct ſhe would turn the 


Jealouſy of her Huſband's Temperjnto a very Nappy 
Circumſtance, ſince it gave her an * 


S— 


_ beſtowing 


WG». 


Mn 


. ff WW us I 9  £o» 


Chap. 3. A Jovanzy through LIFE. 95 
beſtowing frequent Favours, and of raifing his Love 
almoſt to Adoration, by the ſmall Sacrifice of Diver- 
ſions, which could afford her only: a few Hours of Hut- | 


tering Amuſement. 
In this good Diſpoltion the Lady ncaa ker 


Huſband into the Country, where ſhe conſented to 


continue for above two Years ; the more readily, as 

be from his Heart gave her Vanity more Incenſe, thari 
ſhe could have obtained by expofing herſelf to the 
Flattery of all the young Men in Town. Durin 
this Time his tender and prudent Conduct ſo engage 
ber Heart, and conquered the Spirit of Coquettry, that 
ſhe never after gave him any Uneaſineſs; her Van ty 
was to pleaſe him, and the great Viracity of her Tem- 
per only ſerved to make her Converſation more 
ſprightly, and ber AﬀeQtion or him more n dd 
animated. 


„„I am very glad, i ſaid Gee 40 that this 


< good Conplin are contentedly and quietly ſettled. I 
do not know how agreeable to Happineſs Matri- 


40 mony may be in real Life, but in imaginary Scenes 


c jt does not entirely pleaſe. Quarrels between Lo- 
vers are tenderiy melancholy, they melt but not 
„ wound the Heart; the deepeſt Scratches they give, 


„ ſeem only made with the ſharpeſt Point of Cuptd”s 
“ feathered Arrows, for which a few Words, or 


4 a gentle Smile, are a healing Balm, and the Cure 
« js immediate. When Lovers ſtorm, it is like the 


„ ſoft ſouthern Breezes, which a Shower of heart- 


<< eaſing Tears allay; but matrimonial Anger is blaſt- 
<< ing as the Eaſt, and boiſterous as Boreas when he 
rages higheſt; Tears only encreaſe the Storm, as 


4 another Way in which it ſhews itſelf: The Im- 


C preſſions it leaves may be compared to the rank- 


link Wounds made by the Indians poiſoned Arrows, 
„ which feſter and corrode, till they become fatal to 


the laſt Remains of f AﬀeRtion, <deftroying its very 
Exiſtence. 
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% This, Sabrina, is the Light in which I ſee matri- 


4 monial Quarrels, and therefore muſt think it diffi- 
4 cult for a third Perſon, to receive any great A- 


e muſement from them. Then, ſuppoſe the wedded 


<« Pair, as happy as Love and good Nature can make 
them; it may be very agrecable in Fact, but I fear 
4 will grow infipid in Theory; the Imagination re- 
6 \ quires variety to enliven it. When People only 
juſt do their Duty, which, by being much, may 
60 ly 5 looked upon as a Neceſnty; ; like all other ne- 
& ceſſary Occupations, it gives no very lively Plea- 
ſure; when a Perſon does a generous or benevolent 
60 Action, we are in Raptures; and cry out, its no- 
& ble, glorious, great, or give it ſome ſuch honour- 
« able Epithet, but when they do their bare Duty, 
se the moſt we ſay is, that's right, with juſt the ſame 
& Tone of Indifference in which we ſpeak of the 
4 hemming a Handkerchief, or mending a Ruffle. 
« I am forry, replied Sabrina, that the laſt Story 


Fc afforded your Highneſs ſo little Amuſement; but 


ce you muſt conſider, my Princeſs, that Leonora in her 
ce late Diſguiſe, had Jearnt to preach, and as our Sex 
4 are naturally loquacious, it is not ſtrange, if, aſter 
< having once acquired the ineſtimable Privilege of 
<« talking for half an Hour, without any Perſon's 
« daring to give the leaſt Interruption, a Woman 
cc ſhould ſometimes abuſe it. My Buſineſs was to ſhew 
«. in what Manner Leonora was employed; and 1 
« was inclined to let your Highneſs ſee, how much 
e good a Woman might do to her own Sex, when 
< the, does not appear to be of it; ſhe has then all 
cc the Advantage of knowing how to affect the Per- 
« ſon ſhe addreſſes, by her Acquaintence with the 
Female Heart, and has none of that Prepoſſeſſion 
60 to conquer, that every Woman feels againſt Ad- 
« vice from one of her own Sex, which is ſure to 
meet with Neglect, if it does dende Reſent- 
. 4 5 +8 ment. 
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« ment. But ſince my Story was too moral for you, 


I have ſome Inclination to ſhew you, that fome 
ce might be drawn from your Obſervations upon it, 
<« as little Share as dull Morals then had in your fa- 
« your. - From what your Highneſs has faid, the 
6c Juſtice of which I do not deny, I infer, that if 
« married People received every token of Regard, 


„ and all thoſe good Offices which are neceſſary to 


% mutual Happineſs, as Obligations, not as Duties, 
c and appeared grateful, inſtead of ſilently contented, 
& it would preſerve the Deſire of obliging, and gur 
<« a Spirit to every Duty“ 

% hope,” anſwered Carinthia, that my having 
given you the pleaſing Opportunity of moralizing, 
< will induce you to excuſe my criticizing your Sto- 
« ry, Your Defence is good; I am ſo intereſted 
« for a Woman who can e an Independence 
c denied to our Sex, and ſucceed ſo well in it, that 


4, defire an exact Account of all her Actions, and 
<« will henceforward patiently, tho* perhaps drowſfily, 
* liſten to any reconciling Diſcourſes or moral 8 


<< tences ſhe was pleaſed to utter. 


_ + Patience is a great Virtue,-no doubt, but it is a 


<« ſuffering one, and to uſe it in any but deſperate 
« Cafes is Puſillanimity; its Office is to teach us to 
< endure only thoſe Evils we cannot prevent. I ad- 
4 mire a Woman who chuſes to avoid Injuries rather 


than indolently to grieve under them, and to work 


for a Support inſtead of weeping for want of one. 


A Perſon long uſed to act thro' Love, could not 


e eaſily give up the Reins of Government to Fear; 
<< and when People practiſe that Exceſs of Chriſtian 
«© Meckneſs, which is now thought only a female Vir- 


tue, of turning the other Cheek to him who has 
_ ©. {mote the one; and to him who has taken Part of 
her Right and Property, giving the reſt alſo, only 


&« from want of * to reſiſt, ſhe may be a great- 
1. F cc er 
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<< er Coward than others, and perhaps a better Wife 


„in the Opinion of ſome Men, but not a better 
Chriſtian.“ 

Leonora, continued A e 10 ibenipacty the 
Independence ſhe enjoyed, and would gladly have 
perſuaded her Brothers to have ſhared her Income and 


her Liberty, but they thought it very uncertain how 


Jong a Woman whoſe Heart, they knew, was ſtill 
ſtrongly engaged to Calidore, would like to continue 
in a Habit which mult keep her Love in a hopeleſs 
State; and they were unwilling to be either a reſtraint, 
or burden to her. All ſhe could do for them, as they 


were thus determined, was to ſupply them with Mo- 


ney, of which they had been before ſo ſcantily pro- 
vided, as reduced them to great Difficulties; tho” bu- 
ried in the Country, they had no Calls for it but for 


the purchaſe of real Neceſſaries. 


Laonora s Generoſity was not entirely Weed to 
her Brothers. One Day as ſhe was in Mrs. Rentor's 
Shop, one of her Apprentices came in whoſe Eyes 
were ſwelled with weeping. This Phænomenon ex- 
citing their Curioſity they inquired i into the Particu- 
lars; and learnt, that the Girl going to make a Viſit 
to a Relation of hers, whoſe Name was Branton, on 
entering the Room found her and her two eldeſt 
Daughters in Tears, and every thing about them in 

reat 18 Contultorl. They ſoon informbs her, that Mr. 
— who was known to be a very extravagant 


Man, as well as a moroſe Huſband, had abſconded 


about a Week before, without apprizing them of his 
Intention, or his Inducements fer doing ſo, or leaving 
any Money for the Expences ef the Family. As it 
had not been very unuſual for him to go away for a 
few Days, when any Diverſion called bim, without 
giving previous Notice, they were neither ſarptived 
nor alarmed at it. But the Day before this young 


0 an Exreution-or amd 1 
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n 


and every Thing in the Houſe was ſeized,” This 
Circumſtance firft informed them, that in all Proba- 
bility Mr. Branton had diſappeared to avoid an Arreſt, 
of which they never imagined him in the leaſt Dan- 
ger; his greateſt Expences having been unknown to 
them. Their Ignorance of the deſperate State of his 
Fortune made the Shock very great, but their Credi- 
tors were ſo humane, as to leave them in Poſſeſſion 


till the next Day, in order to give them Leiſure to 


acquire a little more Compoſure of Mind, and to 
determine what Courſe they ſhould take. The young 
Apprentice found them engaged in a Conſultation on 
this Subject, and left them in the ſame Irreſolution 
and Diſtreſs. 5 N 1 ol 

This Affair was of too melancholy a Nature not to 


inſpire Leonora with a Deſire of relieving the Suffer- 


ers. She propoſed to Mrs. Renton that they ſhould 
join to ſupply the preſent Exigencies of this unhappy 
Family, and ſee what could be done towards their fu- 
ture Subſiſtence. But Mrs. Renton, with a conſider- 
able Share of worldly Prudence, deſired to be excuſed, 
< becauſe ſhe knew no one who would do ſo much 
for her, therefore, ſhe could ſee no Reaſon why 

„ ſhe ſhould put herſelf to ſuch Charges for any one; 
that in this ſelfiſh World it was neceflary for every 
% Body to take Care of herſelf;” nor could Leonora 
make her underſtand, that to this ſage Maxim, the ſel- 
fiſhneſs of the World was owing, and Examples of 
the contrary were neceſſary to cure it. She replied, 


that indeed ſnhe had no Notion of ſetting new Faſhi- 


ons; not conſidering that to do ſo in T rifles was the 
Buſineſs. and Support of her Lifſe. 
As Leonora could not perſuade her to ſpend a ſmall 
Part of what ſhe had gained by vain Faſhions, in 
ſetting a moral Faſhion, ſhe went to Mrs. Branton's, 
in order to provide for her Relief without the Aſſiſt- 
i „ EA | The 
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* The: Houſe was then pretty near emptied of all its 
Furniture, Mrs. Branton and her Daughter ſitting on 
a Feather Bed, in a Corner of the Room, which was 


deprived of every other Moveable ; their Sight too 


much obſtructed by their Tears for them to ſee how 
miſerable an Appearance their Houſe now made. 
The neceſſary Relief was obvious; but there is ſo 
much Difficulty in giving in a Manner that will not 
pain the Receiver, that Leonora found her Intentions 
not eaſy to execute. Unwilling to relieve them at the 
Expence of the Bluſhes it muſt - raiſe, and the Con- 
fuſion which they muſt feel at firſt receiving Cha- 
Tity, the propoſed to remove them to a Tradeſ- 
man's Houſe whom ſhe had employed, and there ſee- 
ing every Thing convenient for them, ſhe gave Mo- 
ney to their Couſin, who tranſmitted it after her De- 
parture, and aſſiſted Mrs. Branton in procuring Ne- 
Ceſſaries with it for herſelf and her ſix Children, ever 
Thing belonging to them having been ſeized. 
A few Days after, ſhe reviſited this Family of 
Woe, when ſhe hoped to find them in a fitter State 
of Mind to reſolve on ſome proper Way of Liſe. But 
the Vexations they had met with ſince their firſt and 
ęreateſt Diſtreſs, had kept their Minds in Agitation. 


They had applied to ſome. of their Relations for Aſ- WW 
ſiſtance, but one excuſed herſelf on Pretence of having Þ 

ſo large a Family, that ſhe ſhould efteem it unjuſt to 
give any Thing away from them. Another was afraid 


of diſobliging an Aunt, who would think her extra- 
vagant for running into any unneceſſary Expence. A 
third would be glad to ſee them for a Month in the 


Country. A fourth ſhould have been ver Y-;glad to 
have taken Miſs Branton as a Companion and Houſe- 
Keeper, if ſhe had not been ſo Handſome, but ſhe | 
feared her Sons might fall in Love with her. Thus, 
with great Expreſhons of Concern they all excuſed | 
*themſelves, but adviſed them to apply to ſome other 


Relation, 
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Relation; who had not the ſame Impediment, till, like 
the Poet's diſtreſſed Hare, they found themſelves aban- 
doned'by all}; | 
"Thus diſguſted with the hardneſs of Heart they had 
met with in their female Kindred, they determined 
as their laſt: Reſort, to addrefs a Scud German of 
Mrs. Branton's, à middle aged Gentleman of For- 
tune, who was Godfather to her eldeſt Daughter; 
and herſelf ſinking. under the Weight of ber Misfor-- 
tunes, being too ill to go to him, ſhe ſent his God- 
Daughter to aſk his Advice and Aſſiſtanſde. 
le received her very kindly, ſhewed Compaſſion 
for their Misfortunes, and dried her Tears, by giving 
her Hopes that ſhe ſhould carry her Mother ſome 
comfortable Aſſurances of friendly Aſſiſtance. He 
invited her to live with him, told her ſhe ſhould be 
Miſtreſs of his Houſe, and that he would be as kind 
to Mrs. Branton as ſhe could delire. The poor Girl, 
not underſtanding his Meaning, was charmed with 
his Goodneſs; and imagining bim ignorant of the 
Impropriety there would be in her living in his Houſe, 
did not doubt but he would at her Requeſt grant. that 
Favour to her Mother. This ſhe inſtantly propoſed 
to him, as a much kinder thing, fince her Youth 
rendered her capable of gaining a Subſiſtence, from. 
which her Mother was incapacitated by Melancholy, 
end by being too old to fall with Eaſe and Succeſs. 
into any new Way of Life. That for her Part, ſhe 
ſhould,” with (Pleaſure, ſtruggle thro' the Diſſiculties 
under which ſhe now laboured, could ſhe but ſee her 
Mother: ſo happily ſituated. 
Ihe Gentleman found he had not made hi Inten- 
tions plain, and to correct that Fault, informed her, 
that the Mother and the Daughter were by no Means 
the ſame to him. He told her he had long loved her, 
and was glad he had now an Opportunity ef giving 
"hop neg Proofs of his Affections. Then 1 
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her Hand, he offered her a handſome Settlement for 
Life, and in every Thing to behave to her with as 


much Reſpect, Generoſity, and Kindnebs, as if ſhe 


was his Wife. 

The poor Girl was ſtruck dummy with! this Proj: 
fa}, which gave him Time to inſtruct her what An- 
twer to make to her Mother, believing that ſhe half 
conſents who filently denies, and in "what Mannet 
he would remove Mrs. Branton to a Diſtance, if her 
Misfortunes had not conquered the Prejudices of a 


narrow Mind, ſtrengthened by the Obſtinacy of Age, 
which might render her averſe to her eee 8 _ 


Fortune. 
As ſoon as Miss Bab covered the Uſe of her 


Speech, ſhe made him ſome ſevere Reproaches, and 
then left him in that Haſte with which a good FRO 
will always fly one ſo unlike themſelves. 

«© I believe,” interrupted Carinthia, that you 

give theſe Proofs of human Villainy in order 't6- 
e make me ceaſe to regret my being ſecluded from 
< Society; and I own they have a momentary Effect; 
©« can ſcarcely help deteſting the Race, when 1 


think that any of it can be ſo very baſe, as to wiſh 


* to make one Misfortune the Means of bringing a 
<6 'oreater on the Sufferer, To take from the Poor 
„their Innocence, their only Wealth, and every 
c Perſon's beſt Treaſure, is the worſt of: Robheries. 
„ How contrary to that Relief and Aſſiſtance which 
« we owe to every fellow Creature in Diftreſs-!” * 
„And yet,“ anſwered Sabrina, ] can aſſure your 
« Highneſs, this Caſe is ſo very common, that, I be- 
<« lieve no one was ever under a Misfortune which 
te offered to others an Opportunity of injuring them, 
but met with ſome wicked enough to attempt it.“ 
My Dear, my good Sabrina,” replied Carinthia, 
c {iy no more upon this Subject, if my Thoughts 
WE — 181 much longer on i In W. myſelf for be- 


ing 


Chap. 3: Journey. through L. IHF E. 303 
ing of the Species. I had rather think of the Poor 
“ than of the Wicked, therefore, pray let us return 
« to Mrs. Branton.“ 

Leonora for ſome Time, commend Sabrina, 2 
only endeavour to comfort them with kind Words and 
Money, the beſt Conſolation; but when they grew 
compoſed, and accuſtomed to Affliction, they began 
to conſider of ſome Means of gaining à Subſiſtence. 
They conſulted Leanora and Louiſa, who. directed 
them in ſuch a Manner, as enabled them to contri- 
bute towards their own Support; but Mrs, Branton 
being made helpleſs by Education, Melancholy, and 
Cuſtom, they could do it only in Part, which, dif- 
turbed their Minds very much; for after, experiencing 
the Depravity of Mens Minds in their Trial of their 
Couſin, they dreaded receiving any Afliſtance from 
one of that Sex; but, with, ſome Difficulty Leonora, 
with Lau/a's Help, made them eaſy ; and often kept 
them in Ignorance of ane Perſon to whom, they were 


_ obliged... 


f « $6.52 FATS en « did not think you — 7 | 
** blame me, I ſhould ſay, that, as every Exceſs is 
« wrong, it is my Opinion, that, conſidering the un- 
« certainty of Leonpra's Income, ſhe would have done 
«© well to have reſtrained her Liberality; there are 


_ + Situations wherein thoſe. Actions are imprudeat, | 


<« which in others are generous and Praiſe-worthy.” 

&, 1 acknowledge,” anſwered Sabrina, ** that Acdi- 
<« ons receive ſome Alteration from the different og 
5 tuations of thoſe that do them. Jo want a provi- 
dent Care for ourſelves is certainly a Fault, but 
< one that is ſo uncommon, as renders it dangerous 
<<. to watch too ſtrictly chat we are not guilty ef it. 
e We ſhall ſeldom err greatly in neglecting our own 
<<. Intereſts; a natural Impulſe leads us to; be careful 


e of them, and Cuſtom is apt to warp, us ſa much to 


'$ at Side, as. . it very difficult to continue 
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= 
„ can be compared to nothing but a Miſer, whoſe 


6 properly upright in our Dealings; a groveling Na- 
e ture may make us Rich, but will never render us 

« Happy. He, whoſe Views are raiſed above' the 
4 Earth from whence he ſprang, may fometimes 


= ſrumble, but to ſecure himſelf from that Danger, 


& Would you have him fix his Eyes upon the Ground; 
cc and relinquiſh every ſublime Pleaſure, for the poor 
Satisfaction of being ſafe ? Do not we, who ought 
eto love our Neighbours as ourſelves, deſerve to ſuf- 
« fer all the Pains of pinching Poverty, if we with- 
< hold Relief from the preſſing Neceſſities of the Un- 
«fortunate, out of a provident Care, as it is called, 
1 Jeſt we may have ſome future Occaſion for the Mo- 
& ney of which they are in immediate Want? Pro- 
cc tection and benevolent Aſiſtance are Duties which 
t the whole Creation have a Right to claim from us.“ 
I ſtand corrected, my dear Sabrina,” replied the 
Princeſs; <1 confeſs that the great Source of Hap- 
e pineſs muſt be an extenſive Power of exerciſing 
e thoſe Duties, and readily acknowledge, that he who 
denies himſelf the Gratification ſuch Actions afford, 


A 


&« love of Money tempts him to ſtarve himſelf, ra- 
* ther than diſburſe what is ſufficient for his Com- 
« fort and Support. Thoſe who give to others what 
„they want themſelves, who ſuffer by the Relief 
„they beſtow, are generous; to impart what i is not 


; © neceſiary to us, is bare Juſtice. 


„ Now, my Princeſs,” ſaid Sabrina, you peak 
10 your real Thoughts; in theſe Sentiments I ſee the 
t Heart of my Carinthia, which was before difguiſed 
t jn a ſuddenly conceived Notion, better ſuited to a 


 ©& more ſelfiſh Ape, than to the Openneſs of Youth, 


«and her frank Temper.“ 
All Leonora's other Employments had not made 
her neglect her Friend Lucy's Intereſts, ſhe continually 


combated Dorinton's Pride, and had at laſt the Plea- 
ſure 


Chap. g Aug beau LFE was 
ſure; of ſucceeding to her Wiſh. His Reſiſtance. grew 
more faint, his Love increafed; every. Day. ſerved: to 
convince him more entirely of the little Proſpect he 
had, of gaining his Lucy on other Terms; in ſhort, 
his Pride was his greateſt Pain, and he wiſhed to 
have all the Reaſons. -confuted, which he urged againſt 
marrying her. A Man who wiſhes to be vanquiſhed, 
can be no very difficult Conqueſt. Pride made a ſtout 
Reſiſtance, but Love and Leonora won the Day. Sbe 
took him in the tendereſt Hour, when every other 
Paſſion had ſubſided, and his whole Soul was filled 
with Love. She reaſoned bim into an Approbation 
of his Paſſion ; and then, not doubting but the grate- 
ful and affectionate Manner in which his Lucy would 
receive his Declaration of honourable Views, — the 
Tokens of tender Love which ſhe would then think 
helſelf permitted to give him, would ſerve to fix him 
more firmly in his Reſolution, by ſhewing him, that 
whoever would enjoy Happineſs from Love, muſt 
unite it with its natural Companion Generoſity, ex- 
cluding its worſt Enemy, Pride, from all Dominion; 
ſhe aſked bim if ſhe ſhould. endeavour. to prevail on 
Lucy to come up Stairs to them. He had begg'd it 
on firſt entering the Room, but as he was not then 
arrived at this proper Temper of Mind, Leanora was 
as unwilling to conſent to it, as ſhe was now deſirous 
of not loſing. fo fair an Opportunity of ne 
paſt the Power of a Retreat. * 
Lucy complied with the Requeſt ſhe had 0 Power 
to refuſe, tho ſhe knew not how much Dorinton's In- 
une were altered in her Favour. Conſcious of his 
honourable Deſigns, he accoſted her with uncommon 
Freedom, and, ſuch uncontrouled Paſſion as he had ne- 
ver before ventured to manifeſt, but ſhe repulſed him 
with ſuch commanding Miele As: forced. him into 
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Leonora meant to leave the Room, but Lucy gave 
her a Look which ſhewed their Stay would be of the 
fame Duration; then Leonora fat down to her Paint- 
ing, and humming ſome ſcraps of Tunes, ſeemed to 
attend to nothing but her own Bufineſs,” tho“ not 'a 
Lock or Word of the enamoured Pair eſcaped her 
Obſervation. £ Me; x PAC LOL 20 
Dorinton grew ſo paſſionately tender, as diſtreſſed 
poor Lucy, till he exprefled ſuch honourable Senti- 


ments as greatly ſurprized her. Her Eyes ſhewed 


that ſhe knew not how to believe him, and feared he 
only meant to deceive her. With a tender but me- 
lancholy Look, ſhe gently cried, Will you never 
leave me in Peace, nor be convinced that you 


will not be rewarded for the Time you loſe in tri- 


« fling with me; indeed it is unworthy of you.” 


This led Dorinton into a thouſand Proteftations of 


true Affection, which ended in begging her to ſuffer 
the Church Ceremony to intitle him to a Return. 
Joy now enlightened Lucys Countenance; Surprize 
deprived her Tongue of Speech, but her Eyes ſpoke 
with ſuch inexpreſſible Tenderneſs, that Dorinton be- 
came almoſt frantic with Extacy. He now took the 
Embrace, which, encouraged by his Intentions, he had 
at firſt attempted; and fo much was ſhe now altered, 
that inſtead of repelling him, her Head ſunk on his 
Boſom, and her Eyes darted Looks to his, which 
ſhewed her Love as tender, as his was paſſionate. * © 
Dorinton was fo charmed with his Zacy's Kindneſs, 


that he would not ſoon have ended an Embrace to 


him ſo delightful, had fhe” not checked herſelf, as 
thinking ſhe had gone too far, and with a leſs joyful 
Look than had before animated her Cointenance; 
cried' out, for Heaven's Sake, Sir, tell me, do you 


9 125 /8 1 | « £4 
& 3 : Ks 1 1 
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« Why, my Angel,” anſwered Dorinton, «doiyon = 
« Becauſe, 


r afk that Queſtion,” 
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„ HgBecauſe,“ replied Lucy, << reflecting on my Si- 
c tuation in Life a Fear broke in upon my Ming, 
that you will not condeſcend to own publicly as 
« your Wife, a Woman in Appearance ſo much be- 
« neath you. . I mult tell you, that though you may 
« think the World of little Conſequenee;to one 

« ſo low a Sphere; and though I. frankly — 
«© could with Pleaſure leave that World for your So- 
6c ciety, yet I could ſooner relinquiſh. you than live 
in it, and undergo the Cenſure of a ſmall Part of 


it. The Loſs of Reputation is the neceſſary Con- 
_ «6, ſequence of a private Marriage; a Woman whqm 


& Slander defamed, would not deſerve the Honour 
« of being Wife to you, though you knew. her 
innocent; her Virtue would be as inſufficient for 
« your Credit as for her own Happineſs.” . 
Dorinton ſoon quieted theſe Fears, and aſſured her 
he meant to conceal nothing but her preſent Situa- 
tion; and imparted a Scheme Leonora had contrived 
for that Purpoſe; which had gone far in lulling his 
Pride aſleep, though it required a Delay has ill 
agreed with his Paſſion. 

Lucy was ſo happy in finding all her Wiſhes gra- 
tified, and her Reputation fecure, that ſhe thought 

o farther, but gladly conſented to the Plan they had 
ee Leonora, on the contrary, more circum- 
ſpect, and, by being leſs intereſted, having a clearer 
View of. the whole Affair, drew that Scheme only to 


affiſt her in conquering Dorinton's Pride; not daubt- 


ing that after his Impatience was quickened by the near 


Proſpect of Poſſeſſion, it would require but little Help 


to bring him to ſacrifice this Remainder of his Pride, 
to his impatient Wiſhes. Her Succeſs anſwered her 


Expectations; in two Days ſhe prevailed on him to 
ſtand the Chance of the Cenſure of ill-judging Fools, 


to own the Way of Life into which Lucy had entered 


on the Dan of her Parents, and to · glory in the good 
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Senſe, Prudence, and proper Spirit, which had in- 
duced her to lay aſide the Diſadvantages of her Birth, 
LE Education, and fair Proſpects of Fortune, when the 
1 | Benefits ariſing from them ceaſed, | 
| Leonora had been apprehenſive leſt, if the enen 
11 ſtarices which Dorinton wiſhed to cohceal ſhould be- 
come public, as was highly probable, it might create 
Uneaſineſs after Marriage; and as Concealment gives 
an Air of Crime to the moſt innocent Actions, the 
World, more moved by ſudden Appearances than by 
1 | Reaſon, might reflect on Lucy without weighing the 
4 Propriety of what ſhe had done; and the Attempt to 
1 hide ſome Part of the paſt, might lead them to ſuſ- 
F peR that Things were concealed which might juſtly 
i | Fear the Light ; and thus they would ſuffer in Chara- 
i „ cter, and ſoſe the Reſpect they deſerved. Lucy's Birth, 
FI Beauty, Accompliſhments, and Modeſty, were ſuf⸗ | 
feient Juſtifications of Deorznton's Choice, and by Þ| 
giving her reduced Circumſtances a proper Turn, be 
would make the World applaud, what, if done ti- 
morouſly, they would cenſure. 
Boldneſs is ſucceſsful when it has leſs Reaſon on its 
Side; Impudence will often command the Opinion 
1 of the World, it would be hard if juſt Courage ſhould 
WE not be as powerful. Dorinton partly ſubmitted to the 
i | Reaſons Leonora gave him, but was more ftrongly 
: = influenced by the Impatience of his Love, which by 
i | theſe” means was delivered from the Delay which 
= grew every Hour more cruel to him; and as this Ea- 
| gerneſs had been the principal Foundation of Leonera's 
Hopes, ſo it was the chief Engine ſhe uſed, in bring- 
Ing him to what ſhe thought neceſſary, to ſecure — 
from future Uneaſineſs. Lucy was thoroughly ſenſi- 
ble of the Propriety of what Leonora had urged, and 
could not reſiſt an Impatience, which in chis wt 
Point contributed ſo much to her Eaſe. 
As ſoon as D came to this Reſolution he 
c 4 married 
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married his Lucy, and boaſted of her Conduct, which 
he had the Pleaſure of finding generally approved. 
They were congratulated and careſſed by all their 
Relations and Acquaintance, and grew every Day 
more ſenſible of their Happineſs; and of their Obliga- 
tions to the chief Author of it. They were uneaſy. to 


find out ſome Means of making Leonora a Return 


who told them, the moſt agreeable "Thing they 7 
do to her, was to take one of Mrs. Branton's youngeſt 
Children, which would be an Eaſe to the poor Mo- 
ther, as well as a great Advantage to the Child. Fo 
this Lucy was more particularly inclined, as, ſhe haf 
been greatly intereſted in Misfortunes, Which horte ſo 


ſtrong a Reſemblance to her own. F 464 Bb 


Many Women in Leoncra's Situation might 3 
envied the Happineſs to which they had contributed. 
To ſee another Woman's Love ſucceed, while hers 


was reduced to Deſpair, might raiſe ſome painful 
Reflections. We ought to avoid comparing our State 
with that of others, except when the Compariſon may 


the better reconcile us to our own Situation, or in- 


duce us to improve that of others; but perhaps we 
are moſt inclined to do it, when it can only repreſent 


our own to the greater Diſadvantage. However, Le- 


oncra had not much Leiſure to indulge Reflections, 
which might endanger her breaking the tenth Com- 
mandment. Her eafy and comfortable State of Life 
was ſoon to be troubled, by one who had already per- 


plexed her, though ſhe hoped it would have ended 


with leſs Inconvenience, than the reſigning of a Buſi- 

neſs ſo profitable, and leaving a Place and Set of Com- 
pany which were ſo agreeable to her; but this muſt 
de the Buſineſs of another Day, I having already 
; talked as long as I am able; and, in all , 
tired dmg Highneſs: as well as a nyſe: 
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Continuation of the Hiſtory of Lzoxonk and 
Lovisa. 


HE next Day 7 1 called Sabrina * "the 
Performance of her Promiſe, who accordingly 
thus proceeded. 

. A young Lady of Fortune became greatly enamour- 
8 of our fair Painter, whom ſhe had met at a Friend's 
Houſe. Having a delicate Taſte ſhe preferred her to 
the robuſt Part of the Sex, and deſired her to draw 
ber Picture, more from an Excuſe to look at Leono- 
ra's Face, thap from a Deſire to have a Copy of her 
OWN. 

Your Highneſs may think, that the young Lady 
ſeems more likely to ſuffer by ſo ill- founded a Paſſion 
than Leonara; but when tell you, that by being the 
Object of Love ſhe ſoon became the Objea of Jea- 
louſy, you will perceive, ſhe might have, Reaſon to 
curſe her Beauty in pompous Strains, like ſome. per- 
ſecuted Fair in a Tragedy. 

This young Lady being of a volatile Temper, as a5 
quick in changing as in conceiving a Paſſion, had be- 
fore encouraged a Lawyer of a Mould leſs delicate, 
and a Temper leſs gentle, than Teuners. This Gen- 
tleman, by Name Za/tly,. perceiving his Miſtreſs's 
Affections were eſtranged from him, watched her till 
he diſcovered the new Poſſeſſor. By an unreaſonable 
Notion that (to uſe his own Words) a favoured Lo- 
ver has a legal and indefeaſible Right to his Miſtreſs's 
Heart, for ſuch Term as ſhe ſhall remain, ſituate, ly- 
ing, or being in this World, and that faid Gift ſhall 
never be broken, cancelled, or otherwiſe rendered 


mull, void, or of none Effect, he maintained that he 
ought 


. 
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_ ought to have Livery and Seizin of her Body and Land, 


all other Perſons being excluded therefrom. 

The Lady, on the contrary, aſſerted a natural Right 
to change, and having no Pity for him, nor for poor 
Leonora, who felt herſelf a miſerable Fribble while 
this more mighty Man ſtormed at ſo inſignificant a 
Rival, ſhe would exaſperate him by ridiculing his Per- 
ſon and his Paſſion ; ; telling him that he had no Rea- 
ſon to complain of her Inconſtancy, for had there not 
been a conſiderable Share of it in her Compoſition, he 
could never have been approved by her, ſince her Heart 
had received its firſt Impreſſions a long time before ſhe 
ever ſaw him. And then leading him to the Looking- 
glaſs, would aſk, if he could there diſcover any Proof, 
that. the failing of everlaſting Love to him, was ſo 
contrary to the Defign of Nature when ſhe formed 
him, as to render it criminal to prefer another. By 
theſe means ſhe would frequently enrage him immo- 
derately ; but one Day raiſed his Anger to ſuch a 
Heighth, that he vowed it ſhould prove fatal to Leo- 
nora, ſwearing he would murder her, if he did/ not 
believe ſhe would look on maiming and defacing as 
the greater Evil; and continued his Brutality till he 
made both tremble, who, more to the Honour of 


their Patience than their Valour, liſtened to all his 


Menaces without Reply. 
When he had vented Part of his Rage, and thereby 
became a little more calm, he condeſcended to invite 
Leonora to decide the Quarrel in the next Field, wrt 
Sword or Piſtol. _ : 
TLeonorù hating a ſudden Death; 10 being ehe 
ignorant of the M anagement of both theſe Weapons, 
was not in the leaſt inclined to comply. She told him 
it was not the Part of a Man of Courage to challenge 
another before a Lady, who he might be ſure would 
take care that they were parted. She aſſured him 


alſo, that ſhe knew of no Bitterence they had te 7 0 
cide 3 
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te; j that ſhe had no ee e to that Lady, or any 
other; thoſe who honoured her with their Company, 
generally did it more out of regard to their own Per- 


ſons, than any Partiality to her's; 3 that ſhe was not 
_ worthy of that Lady's Regard, nor had ſhe the leaſt 


Deſign to rival him. 

The Lady Le:rora thus Aiſclaimed, could not for- 
bear laughing at the ill-bred Sincerity which. Fear had 
occaſioned, though ſhe ſeemed a little piqued at Leo- 
nora's Indifference, who entreated her to pacify Mr. 
Eaſth ! repreſenting, that it would do her little Ho- 
nour to have an inſignificant Painter killed on her Ac- 
count; or to have ſet two People a quarrelling, who. 
were fitter to manage their proper Implements, the 
Pen and Pencil, chan Sword and Piſtol. | 

As Leonora's earneſt Addreſs did not encreafe the 
Lady's Gravity, Mr. Ea/tly thought they were ridi- 
culing his Anger, and loaded Lecnora with all the op- 
probrious Names he could recollect, which ſhe bore 
with great Philoſophy ; hinting at future Vengeance, 
and endeayouring to fave her ae by a pretend- 
ed Reſpect for the Lady's Preſence. Mr. ZEa/ily was 
too much in earneſt to be quieted by ſuch Hints, he 
left them, aſfuring Leenzra ſhe ſhould hear from him; 
and if ſhe did not behave like a Man of Honour, he 


| would mangle every Feature in her Face, and make 


ſuch, Havock of her Beauty, that her ärmer ſhould 
not be able to diſcover any Traces of it. 3 
When this jealous Lover was gone, the Ladies 
perſuaded themſelves that no Conſequences would fol- 
low this Rage, and believed it would paſs off as every 
angry Fit had done beſore; but in a few Hours a Chal- 
lenge coivinced Leonora of his Sincerity. This was 


a vexatious Circumftance to one, who from too little 


Courage, and too much Conſcience, was rendered 
unable to anſwer 'it.. It was cafy indeed to 8 5 
tobe parted, but that could be OY. een N 
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1555 a Ma an ſo outrageous. She ſeemed to have no 
Choice but either to de branded for a Coward, or 


leave a Profeſſion in which ſhe was ſo comfortably 
eſtabliſhed ; and indeed this laſt alone offered her. 


Safety. Lela, whoſe Fears for her Friend were ftill: 


greater than her own, preſſed her to chuſe the latter, 
and with Haſte they decamped ; ordering Things as 
conveniently as they could with Mrs, Renton's Aſſiſt- 
ance, to whom they pretended their Flight was from 
the Delicacy of Leonora's Conſcience; which che old 


- Gentlewoman readily believed and admired, convinc- 


ed ſo handſome a Man could not be dee in a 


Virtue ſo neceſlary, e even in a Milliner's Opinigny, as 


Courage. 
Our Ladies thus once more ed to wander, 


went to a Lodging at the fartheſt End of the City-; 


where they thought they could be beſt concealed till 


they had determined what Courſe to take; for their 


Hurry o of Spirits, and Regret for being thrown out 
of ſo agreeable a Situation, diſqualified | them at that 
time from taking any other Step for their Advantage. 

Over: againſt che Lodging our Wanderers had taken, 
was a School, the Maſter of which, Leonora ſoon 
learnt, was induced by ill Health to leave the Town, 
and only waited till he could find a proper Perſon to 


ſucceed him; from whom he might obtain ſome Gra- 


tuity, having ſcarcely a Sufficiency to afford him the 
Air and Leiſure his Conſtitution required, 

Leonora ſaw little Chance of continuing the Buſi- 
neſs of a Painter; as ſhe excelled moſt People in that 
Way, ſhe could not hope to practiſe it in London 
without being diſcovered by Mr. Ea/tly;, and in the 
Country it would not be very profitable. Her Know- 
ledge in all the dead Languages, as well as the more 
polite ones, rendered her capable of ſucceeding the 
tick Schoolmaſter, her Neighbour ; the Office indeed 
was laborious, but ſhe knew of none that was leſs 

digen 
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diſagreeable; therefore ſhe prevailed on her Landlord 
to mention her to the Gentleman, as a Perſons de- 
ſirous of treating with him. 

The School was one of thoſe which folk dee 
Races of Virtue than of Learning, being filled 
with Lads whoſe Parents are more careful of their So- 
briety than their Erudition, and would conſent to 
have tham learn little, ſo as they were but to remain 
ignorant of Vice; not conſidering that Strength of 
Mind, as well. as Innocence, is neceſſary to preſerve 
the Virtue of young People, who, when they are ex- 
poſed to the Ro Temptations, are out of Lu- 
ganc:*! :;- 

Great Reeularity was kept up in "this School, the 
oldeſt Scholars were as much confined as the young- 
eſt; and all bred up in the ſame Politeneſs of Beha- 
viour, and Gentlencſs of Exerciſe, as if they were 
Girls, whoſe Delicacy was to be their principal 
Charm. 

Such Scholars were more ende to Loxre, 
3 a Set of hardy robuſt Boys, as they would be leſs 
noiſy and eaſier kept in Order. | 

As ſoon as Leonora was recommended to the School- 
maſter, he declared himſelf willing to treat with her, 
but mult previouſly examine the. Depth of her Learn- 
ing. Leonora had no reaſon to decline the Examina- 
tion, and it turned out greatly to her Honour; the 
poor Invalid humbly confeſſing, that ſhe was much 
his Superior in Knowledge. He gave this Account 
to the Parents of his Scholars, aſſuring them, that he 
thought a Perſon better qualified for the Office could 
not be found; her Converſation having convinced him, 
that her good Senſe and Jungmest: Were al to hen 
Learning. 

As theſe People had a great 3 of the Maſter, 
they readily truſted to his Acocunt, and agreed to let 


their Children remain there. Leonora complied, with 


Oe 
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the ſick Man's Terms, and after being received/as an 
Aſſiſtanr for a Month before his Departure, that ſhe 

might learn a little of the Method of governing a 

School, ſhe remained in quiet Poſſeſſion; * a School- 

maſter may ever be ſaid to enjoy Quiet. nien 
As many Boys were to lodge and board in the Houle, 

Eouiſa had here her Share of Trouble, her Province 

being the Family Economy. Old Martha too wa 


of ſingular Service, being appointed as a kind of Nur- 
ſery Maid to the younger Part. 


Leonora's firſt Application was to diſcover the differ 
ent Genius's and Tempers of her Scholars, in order 
to direct their Studies accordingly, if their Parents 
would give her a' ſufficient Latitude in their Educa- 
tions; for the was by no means inclined to encreaſe 
the gentle Race of Fribbles in the Land. She could 
not bear that a Boy ſhould be more afraid of tanning 
his Complexion, or wetting his Feet, than of being 
excelled in Learning. 

- She-ſoon+ found ſhe had under her Care ſome fas | 
Lads; of manly Spirit and Behaviour. The firſt Open- 
ings of the human Mind, to watch the young Ideas 


as they ſhoot, and mark the Dawnings of Virtue, was 


a pleaſing Study to her. She found great Entertain- 
ment in obſerving Generolity, Friendſhip, and Juſ- 
tice, in theit Inſancy; in ſeeing how they operate 
in their Conqueſt over the contending Paſſions, and 
the Joy the young Boſom feels in the Birth of Virtue. 
Nor does the Appearance of the lurking Seeds of 


Envy, ' Avarice, and other ill Qualities, give ſo much 


Pain as in Perſons more advanced in Years, when 


Fime and Indulgence bave ripened them into Vice; 


for in Youth there is a Proſpect of extirpating thoſe 
Enemies, and o pang amiable Whey on the 
bad Stocks. 

Leonora * ders to ehdesvour to inf Princights 


of the ſtricteſt Honour into the Minds of the Enyious, 
= | | to 
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to ſoften the Rancour of their Diſpoſitions, to make. 
them love the Virtue they ſhould imitate, to Took on 
the Honours done a Friend as a Benefit to themſelves, 
and to eſteem the Actions of others as living Leſſons, 
by which they ſhould regulate their Actions, learning 
om them What to purſue and what to avoid. Thus 
endtavoured to turn mean Envy into noble Emu- 
lation, which loves its Nba while it labours to excel. 
him. 1 4 : 
She omitted no Pairs to ie the Avariclous Wick 
Beticvolence, and awaken gentle Compaſſion in the 
bardened Heart; to make them behold Money in its 
true Light, of Value only in Proportion to the Joys 
it buys us. In all the various Tempers under her 
Care, ſhe endeavoured to raiſe ſuch virtuous Princi- 
ples, as might beſt co iſtitue that even Balance, which 
gives to Reaſon the Power of Arbitrator. But her 
principal Care was to ſow the Seeds cf F riendſhip in 
every Breaſt, and to attend to the Culture of it; 
eſteeming it, though not neceſſary to the Preſervation, 
yet entirely to the Happinefs, of Life, and the Paſſion 
which beſt tempers ks Soul of Man; it can draw the 
Sting of Envy, diſarm Reſentment, conquer Avarice, 
correct Selfiſhneſs, and fix Trregularity ; convinced 
there was no Good it could not effect, the Was part: - 
cularly diligent i in its Cultivation; :; 5/295 HY oi 
+ £tdrora was not long without. finding r e Employ: 
ments for her benevolent Temper; As ſoon as ſhe 
was well ſettled in het Way of Life, the took Mrs, 
Branton's two Nawe Sons to maintain, and, to in- 
Mae. | | 114) ie J:} OF: 
One Day accompanying A a Scholar, who: went- to 
viſe A Relation at another, School, in hopes that by 
ſeeing” the Cuſtoms of others in the ſame Employ+ 
ment, ſhe might learn ſomething worthy Imi atfort,. 
ſhe obſerved a very pretty Boy of about ten Veats 0 . 
Age Weeping vicerly in Vibe Canet 55 the ee 
A A 0 5 8 
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while many of. the Lads \ were reviling . for . 


ty; telling him he muſt no longer act the fine Gen- 
tleman, but turn Beggar, for that it he had been any 
- thing | but the Gentleman' 8 Baſtard who brought. him 


1 he would not have been, ſo e e 1 


„„ „ a7 


ſions ſhe found, that his Tears ED not from 
childiſh Griets, but from real Diſtreſs, enquired. into 
the Particulars of the Affair, of a Boy who looked 


very. mochncholy, and was reſenting the Barbarity of 


| the reſts” ; 

He told ber, that this Boy was brought hither 4 
throw Years .before by a Gentleman, whoſe Drefs, 
Equipage, and Behaviour, beſpoke him a Man of 
table Faſhion: ; he dalle this Child his Son, 


and paid at a much higher Rate than uſual for a Year - 


and half, that he might receive more than common 
Care and Inſtruction. That no Boy in the School 
was ſo well dreſſed, or had ſo much Money allowed 
bim. But on a ſudden all his Supplies ceaſed, and 


they | heard nothing more of his Father. The Maſter 
for a long time expended what was neceſſary, not 
doubting, but he ſhould be repaid, till at length, wear 


ried with Expectation, and having in vain endeavoured 
to find out the Gentleman who put, him there; he 
came home that Morning, tired With his, fruitleſs 
Search, and declared to poor Tommy: (fo. his Play-fels 
low called him) that he would turn 1 95 out of Doom, 
ſor he had been too long at the Expence of maintain» 
ing him, and now ſaw no Hopes of being reimburſed; 

he had too many legitimate Children to, provide for, 
to, keep;other People's Baſtards; and that as he ſupy 
poſed he was. begotten by Chance; be.muſt be maig» 
tained by N and beg, if he knew of no; Relay 
tions who auld take care of him. Her Informer ad- 
e that 7 ommy was the beſt Boy in the Wolld, 


tractable, 
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tractable and dikgent, and a better Scholar than any 
of his Age in thẽ School. That he was ſo generous 
while he had Möney, that he deſerved better Treat- 
ment from his School -F ellows, with whom he had al- 
ways ſared it; but that they envied him for his for- 
mer Affluence, and for having appeared of a Rank 
and Merit ſuperior to themſelves. 1 
Leonora ſincerely pitied fo young a Gs; cas 
calling him to her, aſked him, what he would do. 
He anſwered with an Air of AMiction, which ſeemed 
above his Age, that he muſt beg if he could find no 
one who would take him into their Houle, for he did 
not know where to find his Relations; that if he 
could meet with any one who would be ſo Humane, 
he would do them all the Service he could, and ear- 
neſtly apply to learn every thing they -required; -he 
hoped his Maſter would not refuſe: to aſſure any Per- 
ſon who inquired of bim that he was a very honeſt 
Boy; but that it was very hard to come to be a Ser- 
vant at laſt, tho it was the beſt he could at preſent 
hope; and then ſobbed till he was almoſt choaked. 
Leonora adviſed him to try to move his Maſter to keep 
him ſome Time longer. No, the Boy ſaid, he had 
treated him ſo ill, that he would ſooner become a 
common Beggar and depend on the Compaſſion of 
Strangers, than uſe any more Intreaties to one WhO 
had reproached him ſo cruelly, tho! he had in the 
firſt Year and half received above twice as much for 
him as for any other of his other Scholars, upon a 
Pretence of more than common Carey: which: he had 
never taken. ly Mes 
Teanora was WY IST) wich the Spirit * 7 a Boy: 3 
and the Character the other had given of him, as 
well as touched with the Diſtreſs, that ſhe took him 
home with her; tho' his old Maſter's Countenance 
ſhewed him not well pleaſed with an Action, which 


_ and not help looking upon as Ane 3 
to 
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to his Brutality, ſor expoſing an unoffending Child o 


almoſt certain Miſery, 

The poor Boy was moſt chankful for ber Gosdaech 
and taking it for granted, ſhe meant him for a Foot- 
Boy, inquired into his Bufineſs with Pleaſure; ſo- en- 
tirely had 'Gratitude conquered the Pride of his little 
Heart, which at firſt made him diſdain the Thoughts 
of being a Servant. He was overjoyed when Legnora 
told him he ſhould: be on the ſame Footing with the 
reſt of her Scholars, and have no Buſineſs but his 
Learning; nor would ſhe let the reft of her ox) 
know that he was kept out of Charity. | 
_ » She was apreeably rewarded by his great A 
tion, quickneſs of Parts, ſweetneſs of "Femper, and 


ſuch ſubmiſſive Attention, as in a Boy of Spirit N 


ariſe only from Love and Gratitude. 

< If you had not changed the Subject of my 
Thoughts, faid Carinthia, „ my Fancy grew ſo 
camuſed with the Appearance Leonora muſt make as 
% a School-maſter, that I could not have much lon- 
enger preſerved my Gravity. A blooming, beard- 
leſs Pedagogue, muſt have been a new Sight.“ ; 


e cannot fay,” anſwered Sabrina, but the might . 


« appear a little out of her natural Character; but 
„ the Fairneſs of her Complexion and her Beauty, 


„could be no real Impediment, as ſhe was not to 
„teach her Scholars the fierce Air and Geſtures of a 


Prize: fighter. Learning is of noSex, tho? it is chiefly + 
. arrogated. by one, and Virtue ſhould be common 
<< to both, therefore her Scholars might be as well 
<< inſtruted as by a Man, tho* ſhe was a Fort af 


heterogeneous Animal, in whom Art ark _ 


46 contradicted Nature. ore ads n 


% ButT ſhould fear, replied Carinthia; 44 that fo 
ce, male T enderneſs would lead a Per ſon to ſuch Le- 


* nity, as might occaſion Vouth to ſuffer from want 


«6 "a due and che Degrees of Puniſn- 
© 99 > ment | 
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< ment would ſcarcely ſound terrible, when pro- 
c nounced with the Softneſs of a feminine Voice. 

« Tt is not the Decree of Puniſhment, but the 
 & execution of it,” ſaid Sabrina, „that gives the 
Judge the Terrors with which he appears armed. 
« Leonora found a Means of indulging her good Na- 
c ture without incouraging Faults by a Failure of 
* neceſſary Correction. She always retired before 


«© the Execution, which made it appear ftill heavier 


c ſince ſhe could not bear to be preſent and .the 
_«« unwillingneſs ſhe ſhewed to inflict a Puniſhment, 


- 66 made the Criminal love her Tenderneſs, while he 


ec ſuffered by her Juſtice! and rendered them all ſen- 
c ſjble, that Caprice, IIl-nature, and Tyranny had 
ce no Share in their Condemnation. Nor had ſhe 
cc long Occaſion to exerciſe theſe Rigours, ſhe ſoon 
« was more ſubmiſlively obeyed out of th than 
ce other Maſters are out of Fear.“ 

Leonora looked on her new Employment in a very 
ſerious Light, ſhe thought the Education of Vouth a 
Truſt of very great Importance; ; and having much 
Solidity, and Principles ſtrictly religious to temper her 
Vivacity, ſhe did not act like a Perſon who embraced 


that way of Life only for a Support, but as if ſhe 


had __ it for moral Conſiderations. In School her 
aim to make them learned, at other Times to 
render them virtuous; and ſhe would have thought 
ſhe had acquitted herſelf but very badly, had ſhe taken 
more Pains to teach them the Rules of Gram- 


mar, and an Elegance of Stile, than the Laws . 


of Religion and Morality, and the ſtrict Principles of 
Honour. 


Without requiring their Preſence, ſhe contrived to 
make them chuſe to come into her Parlour, at ſuch. 


Times as ſhe ſet apart for that Purpoſe. They came in 
ſets, according to their Ages, as they, aſſociate in their 
. She then, i in a manner, cheated them into In- 

"OW | . ir uction; » 
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as they converſe with each other. 
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ſtruction; repeating Fables and Stories to the young 


ones, Which, while they amuſed the infant Mind, 


delighted with, and, eager after Novelty and Won- 
ders, fixed the Moral in the Heart, as faſt as it im- 
prefled the Story in the Memory. The elder ſhe led 
into Reaſoning, ſtarting Queſtions for them to reſolve, 
which entertained them as a Sort of jeu d'eſprit. She 
would then with Gentleneſs, perfect Complaiſance, and 
an Air of Equality, confute their falſe Reaſonings, and 
correct their Miſlakes, making it her principal View 
to inſtill virtuous Principles; and ſhe found her Argu- 


ments left the deeper Impreſſion for being delivered 


without Authority, in the ſame free and eaſy Manner 


It was ſometimes difficult to Leonora to forbear lay- 


ing aſide the Dignity of School- Maſter, and dwindling. 


into their Play-Fellow ; not that ſhe endeavoured to 
aſſume the rigid and {tiff Behaviour often affected by 
Men of her Proſeſſion; ſhe found ſhe could preſerve 
her Dignity, without relinquiſhing Eaſineſs of Man- 


ners and good Humour. She always mingled Chear- 


fulneſs and Mirth with the Inſtructions ſhe inculcated. 


A dull Leſſon is received with yawning, and forgot as 


ſoon as delivered; the Preacher's Words are generally 


no ſooner out of his Mouth than out of his Heaters Me- 


mory; ſhe therefore endeavoured to adorn Truth, fo as 


by pleaſing, it might fix the Attention, and make an 


Impreſſion on the Mind. No Pill wants more gilding 
than Inſtruction, ſhe attracted them by the Orna- 


ments to ſwallow the Subſtance. Virtuous Principles | 


ſhould ſteal upon Children imperceptibly - if the Seed 


is ſown, a little Culture will ſecuxe their Growth. 


Mirth enlivens the Mind, and keeps the Spirits from 


flagging, which muſt be the Effect of grave Diſcourſes _ 


among young Perſons. She had fo great a flow of 


Wit and Imagination, and could ſo well adapt her 


Converſation to the Underſtandings of her Compani- 
Vol. . : G ons, 


8 ect. . = 
: A N * N 2 4 — — — 
—— + — — FT ˙ ets 9x * — — — — — __ _ — . A. 
—— hs wa 4 fret 3 * = - 
. * AS 


122 A Journey through LIFE. Chap. 6. 
ons, that the Liberty of going into her Parlour, and 
either talking with her, or hearing her talk, was one 


of their moſt favourite Amuſements. They ſoon grew 


ſo fond of her, that ſhe found no great Difficulty in 
advancing: their Studies, farther than many of their 
Parents would have wiſhed, tho', when they found 
their Sons Underſtandings were not over-ſtrained, 


a common Fear with the Ignorant, they were much 


pleaſed, and were charmed with their Maſter who 
taught them to be polite. without being Coxcombs. 
They ſent her innumerable Preſents, and paid her 
every kind of Civility. 

Oneof them lent her aneatVilla within three Miles 
of London, ſituated on the Thames, to which they went 
every Saturday, taking with them ſuch of the Chil- 
dren as did not go home to their Parents, and only 
returned by ſix o'Clock on the Monday Morning, to 


be ready for her Scholars. The Place was extremely 


elegant and beautiful, and the Proſpects from it very 
fine and extenſive; but the Owner preferred a mag- 
nificent Houſe he had built cloſe to a high Road, with 
a Garden without Charms, and a Summer-Houſe 
without a Proſpect, to this, which, becauſe ſur- 
rounded: with Fields, ke. thought ſolitary. 

People who have been born and bred in a great City 


| = apt to grow ſo fond of ſeeing Paſſengers, that one 


is apt to wonder they can endure to have their dead 


Bodies laid zin a lonely Church-Yard, and that they 


do not ge ſire to be interred. in the high Way; which 


they nt eſteem rather as a Reward of the Opulent, 
than aPuniſhment for Criminals. 
Could Leonora have overcome her Paſſion Fu Ca- 


lidere, ſhe had again been extremely happy; her 


Succeſs in her Situation being beyond her Hopes, and 
the Pleaſure ſhe took in doing Good being ſufficient 


_ . to reconcile her to the laborious Office ſhe had em- 
| braced, which by her was made a more continual 


Em 1 


have mentioned, or in compoling Fttle u zel e 
bles, or Eſſays, for their L 


generally accompanied her in theſe Walks, but one 
Evening, ſhe having a Cold, Leanorà left her at 
as ſhe could not go Abroad till the Evening 
far advanced for an Invalid to venture out. 
Having indulged the Melancholy which would of- 
ten conquer her Reaſon; and natural good Spirits, if 
ſhe ſuffered her Imagination to dwell pn its favourite 
Subject, the abſent Calidore, till, unobſeryed,. the 
Night ſtole upon her, before ſhe got into the Town 


it was quite dark. Paſſing by a Houſe ſhe heard a 


Woman's Shrieks, joined with every Exclamation of 
Diſtreſs; the Door ſhe. could juſt perceive was open, 
and Humanity getting the better of female Timorouſ- 
neſs, ſhe entered the Houſe, and difected her, Step 

to the Room where ſhe, heard the Noiſe. 800 in, 
a Gentleman, as ſhe imagined, dead on the Floor, 
the Blood iſſuing very faſt from a Wound in his Side; 


a very pretty Woman, elegantly dreſſed, was ſtand- 


\ 


ing by him, ſtamping on the (round with all the 


Agonies of Terror and Deſpair, , 1 >. 
As this Houſe ſtood in a frequented Street a Croud 
of People, attracted like Lea hy the Lady's Cries 
came ſoon after her into the Houſe'z before ſhe had 
recovered the Shock ſo dreadful a+ Scene had given 
her. The Fright and Concern which her Counte- 
nance exprefled, the bloody Sword in, ben Hand which 
bt 6 | G2 to 
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to examine, thinking it one ſhe had ſeen before, her 
being found with theſe two People; every Thing 
concurred to make her appear the Perſon who had 
committed the Crime. The Cry was general againſt 
her; her Aﬀertion that ſhe had no Sword on when 
ſhe came into the Houſe, was received as a poor De- 
ceit, when, on Examination, ſhe was found to have a 
Sword-belt on occaſioned by having made a Viſit of 


Form in, the Morning ; on, her return from which ſhe 
had pulled off her Sword, letting the Belt continue 


on, and unluckil thought her Sword an uſeleſs Part 


; of Dreſs, when ſhe went to take an Evening's Walk. 


Circumſtances were fo very ſtrong againſt her, 
that her Aſſeverations of Innocence were little re- 


garded ; her Beauty turned to her Diſadvantage, for 


as they ſuppoſed there was Jealouſy in the Caſe, no 
one ſeemed ſo proper to excite it. Leonora applied 
to the Lady to ſpeak in her Juftiflcation; but ſhe, 


willing, for the Safety of her Lover, to let the Miſtake 
paſs, ſaid nothing to the Purpoſe, not defending, cho 


ſhe would not accuſe her. 
Leonora was immediately carried before a Magiſ- 


trate, who, on the Strength of ſuch ſubſtantial Proof, 


committed her to Priſon, at the ſame Time, aſſuring 
her, that it would be more wiſe to confeſs the Fact, 
and depend upon her Youth, and what favourable 


. Circumſtances the Cauſe a admit of for obtain- 


ing the Mercy of her Judges, than to perſiſt in a 
fruitlefs Denial, when the Proofs were quite ſufficient 
for | r Condemnation. The Magiſtrate was a wor- 
thy Man, and ſeemed to pity the Criminal he was 
obliged by Juſtice to ſecure ; he told her, he was ſor- 

Providence had not given her Prudence and Virtue 


to withſtand the lawleſs Temptations of a Woman, 
to whom, by the Cataſtrophe to which it had brought 


her, it plainly appeared, ſhe had no Title but Liber- 


tiniſm, fince Nature had N her a Perſon which 
could 
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could ſcarcely prove unſucceſsful in any Addreſſes ſhe 


ſhould make. 13 5 "Hh 

Had Leonora been leſs terrified at this unhappy 
Affair, the old Gentleman's Compliment to her Beau- 
ty might have diverted her, tho'ſhe would not have 
thought herſelf much obliged to him for the Aﬀront 


he put on her Sex, in ſuppoſing any Charms were irre- 


ſiſtible to a Woman of Virtue. But ſhe had little 
Time to reflect; ſhe was conducted to Priſon with 
great Clamour, and loaded with opprobrious Terms, 


which ſhe could not poſſibly deſerve. _ . 
As the Occaſion of this melancholy Event was 


likely to remain a Secret, from the Lady's Unwilling- 
neſs to declare it, to which Leonora juſtly attributed 


her not clearing a Perſon whom ſhe muſt know to be 
unjuſtly accuſed, ſhe was cruelly alarmed with Appre- 
henſions of the Conſequences. Could it be proved an 


Affair of Jealouſy, diſcovering her Sex might be a 


Juſtification; but as the Murder only was certain, 


2 Circumſtance ſo myſterious and ſurprizing might 


rather confirm than diſpel any Opinions conceived to 


ber Diſadvantage. Whatever Misfortunes Beauty 


may bring on a Woman, the laſt Effect they have is 
to make her-wiſh herſelf ugly; but Leonora now would 
have been glad Nature had made her of the coarſeſt 
Mould, rather than have been brought into ſo ma- 
ny Difficulties, and now into the greateſt Danger, 
from her too partial Gifts. The Love it raiſed in 
Letitia's Breaſt deprived her of Calidore's Friend- 
ſhip; Mr. Za/tl/s Jealouſy obliged her to reſign an 
agreeable Employment, and at laſt, being made to 
inſpire Love, was thought to be one Proof of her 


Quilt, in an Affair, which a lawleſs Paſſion was ſup- 


poſed to have occaſioned, Love ſeemed in every 
Reſpect her Enemy, Foe to her Fortune as well as to 


her Peace, 
5 20 63 Tae 
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Teonbtm was greatly ſhocked at the Appearance of 
her Priſon, tho' ſhe purchaſed ſome Indulgencies by 
the: Mohey "The* happened to have about her. She 
gailed by it tlie ſole Poſſeffion of a miſcrable Hole, 
which ſeemed deſigned to render Life ſo loathſome, 
as muſt reconcile the Inhabitant to its ſpeedy Diſſolu- 
tion. Every Thing was ſo calculated as to make 
People dye by Degrees, for as ſoon as they entered it, 
they became dead t6 Comfort and every Enjoyment ; 
all-that remained of- Life, the poor Conſciouſneſs of 
Exiſtence, was a Misfortune, from which Death ap- 
peared a welcome Releaſe, © 
"'Ez2nora had too much good Bere Wy Piety to have 

feared the Loſs of Eife, if Nature had required it 
from her as a Debt; but thus encompaſſed with In- 


famy and Terror, it almoſt conquered her Philoſo- 


phy. That ſhe had a Conſcience fit to dye was all 


her Comfort, but the Pleaſure which ſo clear a Con- 


ſcience gives, made Life more deſirable, as it was 
tuch! a Fund of Satisfaktion "2s no Sutwärdd Circum- 
ſtances could beſt Even this Misfortune was 
brought upon her b y Fitmiiity, and tho' ſhe grieved 


for the Conſequences, ſhe could not but love the Mo- 
tives And prefer ſuffering Virtue, to a Heart inſenſible 


to the Diſtrefles-of She. -The'Sword which fo un- 
fortunately tad been found in her Hands, ſhe well 


remembred to have "Teen; but could not recollect to 


whom it had belonged; otherwiſe it might have con- 
tributed to her Safety; by diſcovering the real Mur- 
ere: n 
< As ſoon 45 "a Tumult of I r 5 Gi was a 
little abated; which was not till the Day after her 
Commitment, ſhe ſent a Line to Loui ſa to inform her 
Where ſhe was; but without telling the Occaſion, for 
feat” of giving Yer too ſudden a Shock. 

Lowſa had ſpent the whole Night in a Terror Which 


be Family had ſhared. Eebera not returning made 
them 
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them fear ſome fatal Accident had'befallen her. Not 
a Scholar would go to Bed, ſo watchful did their Love 
make them; but poor Louiſa was racked with the 
moſt agonizing Fears, and ſuffered more from her Ap- 
prehenſions, than Leonora felt from the Senſe of the 
real Danger, to which ſhe was expoſed. The poor 
Girl was grown almoſt frantic when Leonora's Letter 
was brought her; ſhe had conſidered that her Coufin's 
Flight from Home had been principally on her A& 
count, to preſerve the Life which was waſting thre? 
Vexation; that had ſhe remained at her Father's, ſhe 
would have been ſ-cure from the Dangers ſhe might 
be expoſed to in London, and to which ſhe had Reaſon 
to fear ſhe had fallen a Sacrifice. This Reflection 
was ſufficient to diſtract a Friend, who loved her 
with the trueſt Affection and Gratitude. 


The Sight of Leonora's Hand, raifed her to an Ex- 


taſy whico was dangerous to one of ſo delicate a Con- 
ſtitution; but when ſhe opened the Letter, her Joy 


was checked by finding ſhe was in Priſon. However, 
knowing her Couſin had no Creditors, and convinced 


ſhe could not do a wrong Action, ſne believed there 


muſt have been ſome Miſtake in the Commitment, 
and happy to find her alive, and free from any: bodi- 
ly Diforder, ſhe made the Family eaſy with this In- 


formation; and not telling them how ſtrangely Leons 


ra was confined, went directly to the Priſon. She found 
Leonora with but little Remains of Spirits, tho“ ſhe 
ſummoned them all, to aſſiſt her to bear an Interview 
with one, whoſe Friendſhip moſt endeared Life to 
her; and to enable her to inform Louiſa of her Fate, 


give her. - 


and to ſupport her under the Shock ſhe knew it would 


The dreadful Appearance of the Place, made too 


ſtrong an Impreſſion on Louiſa's Mind, to leave in it 
any Traces of the Joy ſhe had felt on hearing from 
Leonora; ſhe before -imagined her ſafe from the 
8 G4 Know- 
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Knowledge of her Integrity ; but the Horrors which 


_ ſurrounded her, raifed a Terror, which, al ctho' it had 


no other Foumdation, yet they could not have been 
ſtronger had ſhe at once been told the Truth. The 

enious Imagination can, out of its own black Fan- 
cies, form ſuch Ideas of Danger and Miſery, as Rea- 
lity cannot reach. The Depreflion of Spirits, which 


 Leomra could not conceal, was a Proof to her Friend 
- that there was ſomething more than common Error 


in the Caſe, for ſhe knew her incapable of ground- 
leſs Fears, exalted by Underſtanding above vain Ap- 
prehenſions, and bleſſed with F ortitude and Pa- 
tience to ſupport her under heavy Afflictions. For 
ſome time they mingled Tears in ſpeechleſs Grief; 
equally fearing to inquire and to relate; Læuiſa wept 
for a confuſed Heap of Misfortunes which her Ima- 
gination had aſſembled; and Leonora, to think what 
{the would fee] when ſhe learnt the melancholy 
Truth. | 

Loui ſa firſt broke thro' this dumb Scene of Sorrow, 
and aſked, what ſhe feared to hear. Leonora related 
the rh to her, with all the Precautions ſhe could 
take, to let her Misfortune break in upon her by 
Degrees; but notwithſtanding. the utmoſt Care of a 


tender Heart, which, paſt Hopes for berſelf, yet was 


as anxiouſly ſollicitous for her Friend's Peace and 
Welfare, as if ſhe expected to be the happy Witneſs 
of it, to continue the Giver of every Blefling ſhe 
enjoyed, and her Comfort under every Grief in Life; 
notwithſtanding all -her Care, on hearing the unjuſt 
Death which awaited her Friend, - Lite forfook a 
Heart which ſeemed no longer to think it worth pre- 
ſerving, and Lowuſe fainted. away in her Leonora's 
Arms. 

Leonora grew inſenſible to all the Joys with which 
fleeting Life, in this its apparent Eve had appeared 


to her, who ſeemed going to loſe it; ſhe now ſeared 
| Death 
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Death only for Loui ſa's Sake, wha was unfit to bear 
ſo cruel a Misfortune, After ſo manyeftuitleſs En- 


deavours, that Leonora began to apprebend Zqui/a's 


Life was gone too far to be recalled by cireumſeribed 
human Power, ſhe at laſt. came to hexſelf ; hut with 
ſuch Increaſe of Suffering; that Leonora, who * 2 


the Perſon to whom Conſolation was moſtan 


was obliged to act the Part of Comforter, and ſo uũ- 
ſucceſsfully, that Night came without her having been 
able to bring Louiſa to ſubmit, with any. ann 
to their Misfortunes. el 


Loui ſa would not leave. a 1 who: Was: likely 


| to remain ſo ſhort a Time with her, but ſtaid all 


Night; the firſt Part of which Leonora ſpent in weep- 
ing Lowſa's Woes, for ſhe. had forgot that Life: Was 
any Loſs to herſelf; till wearied and oppreſſed with 
Grief, Sleep, the Wretches kindeſt Friend, and the 
ſick Man's beſt Cordial, came to her Relief, and 


lulled her in its gentle Arms for ſome Hours; but 


with all its Power, it could not weigh down Zous/a's 
Eyelids for a ſingle Minute; her Affliction could not 
be mitigated, not even by her Friend's gentle Slum- 
bers, tho' ſhe wiſhed her the e of their 


kind Influence. 3 | "> IRS 
—— — — — * 3 | — 
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comfortable a Refreſhment.as her long Sleep had 
given her, and was endeavouring to Prevail « on. Layifa 
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5 the 


to eat ſome Breakfaſt; who. had. tafted nothing from 
8 
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he firſt Beg inning of her Alarm on Leonoras un- 
Cy A 5 When a better Conſolation than 


all her philoſop die. Piety could urge, was brought her 


in a Er! which the Turnkey gave to Eeonor d, and 
contained the following Words: 


81 R, 
Si it was as much in my bus to Re- 
” compence the Uneaſineſſes which I muſt have 


* occafioned- you, by your unjuſt Commitment, as it 


is to ſecure you from any dangerous Conſequences 
& which 1 you may apprehend from it. In ſhort, Sir, 
v J am the unbappy Man for whom you have been 
ce miſtaken, and give you my Word, that by con- 
+ fefling mylelf guilty of the Murder, I will effect 
* your Relęaſe i In a few Hours after you receive this 


0 Letter, and take your Place with that Submiſfion 


** 


<Ywith i which a Criminal ſhould yield himſelf up to 
« the, deſerved. Puniſhment decreed by the Laws he 


« has Sftended, who fears en of God more 


## 2-77 


« jure a Nan in. in the tendereſt Point. My Conſci- 
cc ence condemned me before, one Crime brought: 
4 on this Rill greater, and I always deteſted a Prac- 
cc tice, which led People to rob thoſe of their Life, 


ac Whom they had before deſpoiled of their- r Honour 


« and Peace. 
« When I had 4998 1 condemned myſelf to 


c A Whole Life of Penitence, but when J learnt that 
7 another Gentleman had been ſeized by Miſtake, - 


2 for me, and that the Circumſtances were ſo ſtrong 
d againſt. him as. to endanger. his Life, 1 inftantly 


oy reſolved to endeavour by a juſt Death to expiate 
5 my 


eee, dee 
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« my Crime as far as poſſible; and to ſave a Man 
«© who muſt ſo much better deſerve to live than one 
« ſo very Criminal as myſelf. 

I delay the Execution of my Purpoſe, only till 
I have ſettled my Affairs; that a World, in which 
J have acted fo bad a Part, may have no Share in 
«© the Thoughts of my ſhort Remains of Life. What 
« ] have mentioned will not detain me long, but:L 
« was not willing to delay News which muſt be fo 
& welcome to you. 1 

« Excuſe my ſigning a Name which I have. dif- 
* graced, and would gladly obliterate from. the Me- 
«© mory of all who know me.“ 


Your Highneſs may eaſily 1 imaging _ the Joy of 
theſe fair Friends was. beyond Expreſſion; . tho? they 
ſometimes trembled, leſt the — of Death ſhould 
conquer the Penitence and Juſtice, which ruled the 
Heart of the Criminal when he wrote the Letter. 
If he could ſin againſt the Remorſe of his on Con- 


ſcience, as he himfelf confeſſed, might not that Vir- 


tue which could not Withſtaaii the Temptations - of 
Pleaſure, be too weak to conquer the Fears of ap- 
proaching Death, clad. in all the Terrors of a public 
Execution ? His Letter had indeed greatly abated their 
1 but his Preſence alone could entirely cure 
They felt Compaſſion for a Man who ſeemed ſo 
— repentant, and was capable of condemning him 
felf to all the Rigours the Law could inflict, rather 
than permit the Innocent to ſuffer for his Guilt, | 
They pitied, without knowing the Object of thei? 


Compaſſion; but how were they Thunder-ſtruck, 


when, after having had Notice that the Murderer had 
ſurrendered himſelf, and was coming to that Room, | 


they ſaw Caizdore enter; iguarded | 1 he Execution 
Leonora had dreaded, could ſcarcely have rendered 
her more lifeleſs. than this Sight. be ſunk into a 


„ G 6 Chair 
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Chair which ſtood by her, and remained almoſt inſen- 


fible fora conſiderable Time. | 

When the People withdrew, Cal:dore came up to 
Leonora, whoſe Face he could not till then diſtinguiſh, 
by the Darkneſs of the Corner where ſhe ſat, in a 
Room into which ligtle Light entered. His Surprize 
was very great when he ſaw his old Acquaintance, 
and hated Rival, had been the Perſon fo likely to ſuf- 
fer for him. Though his Paſſion for Letitia had giv- 
en Place to one leſs lawful, and he had diſpoſed his 
"Temper into that Calmneſs which was requiſite, to 
make him ſubmit to his Fate with Reſignation, yet 


he could not help feeling ſome Reſentment at the 


Sight of one he eſteemed a treacherous Friend, and 
ſtopped ſhort in the Excuſes he had begun to make, 
for having been the Occaſion of a Confinement fo 


loathſome and alarming. | 
Leonora eried out, How unhappy am I] Oh Ca- 


4 Jidore, how painful was our parting, and how 


e much more ſhocking, to meet thus again] I did not 
<< believe I could have felt more Uneaſineſs than I 
4 ſuffered the laſt Time I ſaw you, but thus to meet 
44 is terrible. How ignorant are we of our own Good, 
« when we preſume to form Wiſhes for ourſelves, 
<« inſtead of yielding contentedly to the Hand of him 
% who beſt knows what is fit for us! I prayed to 


% have my Innocence of this Murder cleared; blind- 
4 ly prayed; not foreſeeing that the Proof of it would 


4 be more dreadful than the Puniſhment of my ſup- 
<< poſed Guilt, How have J longed for an Oppor- 
« tunity of juſtifying myſelf from your Sufpicions |! 


« How ſhocking is this Opportunity made by the 


& Misfortune which has given riſe to it!“ 


- Calidore was melted by the Sincerity of her Gri-f; 


He could not ſuppoſe the Heart which felt fo tenderly 
could be treacherous. - A few Words ſerved to con- 
vince him; and a-few informed her that he had been 


engaged 


l ay En” * 
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| perſuade her to break through Ties ſo facred as choſe 
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engaged in an Intrigue with a married Jatyy that: they 
had taken the Houſe where Leonora found her for- ile 
Scene of their private Meetings; but having been be- 
trayed by a Servant to the Lady's Hufband; whorhad 
for ſome time been jealous of her, he, byu falſe Ney, 
got into the Houſe before them and as they:wers 


together, entering the Chamber with his Sword dra un; 


he ran at Calidore, who inſtantly drew his; and tho 
his Surprize was too great not to deprive him of all Art 


in governing his Weapon, yet the other Gentleman 


was ſo blinded with his * that he laid himſelf open 
to Calidore's Sword, which went through his Body. 
Calidore ſeeing him fall, inſtantly fed, and leaving 
the Door open out of which he wentz gave Leanaxa 
the Power of ſeeking out the ae or bras ditrefſed 
Cries ſhe heard. 1 ao! 
The Lady who had brounhe this Misfortanean ties 
lidore, had bins given her Huſband Reaſon to be jea- 
lous ; though he had never before come tothe cer- 
tain Knowledge of her Intrigues, yet ſheohadhaddſe- 
veral, which being pretty well known-to the Mold, 


had made Calidore the eaſier give way to the ſudden 


Paſſion he felt for her; for, though a fine Gentleman 
in his Accompliſhments, he had never been ſo inchis 


Vices, and always eſteemed it eriminal ſor a Man to 


take Advantage of a Woman's Love and Folly, to 


of Marriage, on the due Obſervance: of which, ſo 


much of the Happineſs of human Society depends He 


acknowledged, however, that the Lady's former Be- 
haviour was not a ſufficient Excuſe for him, and that 
it had ſerved as an Argument to evade Reaſon, rather 


than to convince it. He thought himſelf juſth pu- 


niſhed} and wiſhed not for a Pardon, ſince his „ 
muſt be always imbittered with the een; 


being a Murderer.. 10 


Lane 5 Principles were too fie, for her toll 
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able to ſoften his Remorſe, ſince ſhe was incapable of 
uſing any ſpecious Arguments to alleviate his Senſe of 
the Crimes he had committed. It was ſome Con- 
ſolation to her to ſee him in ſo proper a Diſpoſition, 
to find him not quite a Libertine, though ſuffering ſor 
Libertiniſm. In his Remorſe ſhe could diſtinguiſh 
the Heart which had ſo deeply impreſſed its Image on 
hers, and though ſhe blamed it for its Error, ſhe loved 
it for its Repentance. She was more than once going 
to diſcover her Sex, in order the better to convince 
him ſhe never meant to rival him, thinking it now of 
little Conſequence, though he ſhauld by that Means 
ſee, that what he thought the tendereſt Friendſhip he 
ever beheld, was really the fondeſt Love. But a Re- 
mainder of Prudery with-held her; though it Could 
but ill-reſtrain her exceſſive Aﬀiction, 

The Preſence of Calidere's Father, who came to 
t his unhappy Son, obliged -Le:nora and Louiſa to 
leave the Priſon. The latter, curious to know the State 

of the wounded Gentleman's Family, whoſe Name 
ſhe had now learnt, and to enquire into the Certainty 
of his being dead, went to his Houſe; where ſhe was 
informed, that the Gentleman's Wound being dreſt, 
and a Stop put to the great Effuſion of Blood, he foon 
after gave Signs of Lite, and though he {till remained 
ſpeechlels, and extremely weak through Loſs of Blood, 
yet the Surgeons hoped his Wound was not mortal. 
With this good News Louꝛiſa haſtened to Leonora, 
who the found indulging her Griefs at home. To 
hear the Gentleman ſtill lived gave her great Joy, 
which ſhe immediately communicated to Calidore. 
They made conſtant Enquiries for ſome Days after, 
and always received encouraging Accounts; but the 
., Gentleman Recovery was ſo flow, that Calidore ſuf- 
ered a Month's Impriſonment, before the other was 
3 <arary ſo entirely out of _w as to Tb him to 
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The injured Gentleman bad acted with ſo· mucli 
more Reſentment than Prudence, that he could not 
bring an Action againſt his' Wife, he himſelf bein 
the only Witness; 3 therefore he was obliged to reit 
contented with turning her out of Doors. Nor would 
thoſe who led her on to Ruin contribute to her Sup- 
port, except Calidore, who ſettled. a ſufficient Income 
on her, though he forbore ever ſeeing her again; he 
called that Allowance his pecuniary Penance; proper 
to remind him, that one Crone is ſure to lead to. 
many. 

Calidore and Leonera were now more ſtrictly united 
by Friendſhip than ever; all the Leiſure her School 
allowed her was ſpent with him; her Happineſs ſeem- 
ed to require no Addition, had it not been for ſome 
Fears, leſt a new Paſſion ſhould enter a Heart, 
which, from what ſhe had ſeen, ſhe had Reaſon to 
think ſo ſuſceptible; ſne was contented with his 
Friendſhip while no one elſe had his Love. Her Em- 
ployments indeed engroſſed more of her Time than: 
agreed with her Inclination, but ſhe would not neg- 
lect what ſhe thought, her Duty for any Gratification,. 
y induſtrious in inſtructing her Scholars, 
not deprived her of much of Calidore*s Com- 
| pany ; Whoſe Eſteem for her was greatly heightened. 

y her 1 in her Profeſſion. | 
But Leonora did not long enjoy this perfect Con- 
tentment; Calidore was ſent for to his Father, who 
was taken ill at his Countty- .houſe, and being thought 
in a very dangerous Way, wahited to fee his Son, who 
with Grief attended io. melancholy A Summons, and 
with Regret took Leave of Leonora,. | 

Leonora was too buly to indulge her Grief for this 
Separation, though no Employment could deprive her 
of the . Senſe. of it. Her Reputation had greatly 
encreaſed her School, by the Addition of ſeveral 
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made it a kind of Charity School, permitting them to 
ſend their Children daily to ſhare the Inſtruction gra- 
tis, for which their Superiors paid. She had Perſons 
under her to teach them Reading, Writing, and Arith- 
metic, only overlooking their Progreſs ; and when 
they became perfect in their Engliſb, ſhe would then 
take them under her Care, to Iearn them to read with 
Grace and Propriety, which to many is ey, 
and in all agreeable. 

Though the Increaſe in the Number of her EU 
lars made Leonora's Office exceed the Power of cne 
Perſon's Performance, in the laborious Way in which 
ſhediſcharged it, yet hoping to be able to go through 
the exceſſive Fatigue till ſhe could meet with an Aſ- 
ſiſtant, ſhe was pleaſed with the Repute ſhe ſhad gain- 
ed, and was never ſorry to ſee a new Scholar, unleſs 
a Widows Lozenge was on the Coach that brought 
him. She trembled at the Sight of a Lady's favourite 
Son, knowing the many Infunctions ſhe ſhould re- 
ceive, “ not to whip the poor dear Child, for that 
« his Heart was ſo tender, it would certainly break 
«* his Spirit; not to feed him on Butcher's Meat, and 
„ ſuch groſs Fare, for that his Stomach was ſo weak 
«© it would diforder his Digeſtion.” Then he was 
not to be ſuffered to eat Fruit, leſt it ſhould fill him 
with Humours, for that, « if it did, his Skin was ſo 
thin, it would all break out, and make him quite a 
40 Sight. But above all Things, he muſt not get wet 
« of his Feet, for his Conſtitution, was fo delicate, 
< that it would affect his Lungs immediately; and 
ce jf he was to lie without a Handkerchief round his 
„Throat, it would make him fo hoarſe, as quite 
« grieved one's Heart to hear him ſpeak; if he went 
“ into the Air without a Hat, the poor Thing would 
it ſneeze inſtantly.” Then, the kind Mother would 
beg, that Care might be taken to prevent the other 


* from beating him, . * not but h be was the, moſt 
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<« courageous little Angel that ever lived, but his Fleſh 
„ was lo tender, that the leaſt Blow in the World 
c raiſed ſuch a Contuſion, that one did not know 
<« whether it would not mortify.“ 

With ſuch impertinent Cautions were theſe cottered 
Children always accompanied ; but the other Boys ge- 
nerally cured them of their Pettiſbneſs in a Month's 
Time, and at the Expence of a few Colds they were 
made tolerably hardy. | 

While Leonora was in Search after an Aſſiſtant in 
her School, a young Gentleman, whoſe Name was 
Lentry, preached at the Pariſh Church. His Sermon, 
his Voice, his Elocution, and Manner,” were all in- 
comparable. Every Perſon in the Church was charm- 
ed, and a general Enquiry was made after his Name; 


they learnt it, and that he was a Stranger in Town, 


whom the Miniſter of the Pariſh, bis Acquaintance, 
| had prevailed upon to officiate in his Place that Day, 
himſelf being obliged to be abſent. 

Leonora thinking he might be little known in that 
Neighbourhood, in Complaiſance, invited him to 
Dinner; pleaſed with his Converſation, ſhe aſked him 
to drink Tea with them after the Evening Service, and 
finding by his Diſcourſe, that he had no Preferment 
but a Country Cure, which he wiſhed to change for any 
thing in Loon, that he, might have better Opportu- 
nitics of rifing in his Profeſſion, ſne thought he might 
be well qualified for an Aſſiſtant; ſhe. found. him a 
Man of Senſe, Wit, and Learning. On the Mini- 
ſter's Return ſhe enquired; his Character, and learnt, 
that out of his little Income he maintained a Father 
and Mother, who, by ſpending their whole Fortune, 
had reduced both him and themſelves to Want. That 
he lived little different from . ſome of the ancient Fa- 
thers in Deſarts, ſcarcely allowing himſelf what is 
called neceſſary Food, in order to be able to give it 
tõ thoſe, who, by Sickneſs, and Infirmities, he * 
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leis capable of practiſing the ſame rigid Abſtinence. 


As his Leiſure had been great, living in a Place where 


there was little Company, he had made the Inſtruc- 
tion of the Children of his poor a one Part of 
his Employment. 

This Character greatly recommended him 1% Leo 


nora, a Heart ſo like her own could not fail of pleaſing: 


her; and he was the more fit for what ſhe wanted, as 
he was not quite unaccuſtomed to Children. She pro- 


poſed it to Lentry on Ferms that he gladly accepted, 


and received him into the Houſe. She then, by ap- 


plying to the Father of one of her Scholars, obtained 


a Curacy for him, about a Mile diſtant from London, 
where the Rector officiated all the Week but 8 unday, 


being obliged to attend another Parifh on that Day. 
By theſe Means Lentiy enjoyed an Income, which, 


compared to his former Revenue, was Affluence; and 
Lecnora acquired a grateful Friend, an entertaining 
Companion, and an Aſſiſtant, who, charmed with 
her Manner of Inſtruction, entirely conformed to it, 


and acquitted himſelf. ene well in che Perform- 


62-41 


11 came to Jon to make them a Vi- 
ft, a little before Leonora became acquainted with 
Mr. Leniry. He had not been long in the Houſe, 
when a partial Regard for Lætlitia was very obſervable: 
in him. She long ſeemed ignorant of it, but to others 
it was very viſible. In her Preſence he had a double 
Flow of Wit and Vivacity ; but when obliged to leave 
her, for the gentle Buz of Greez and Latin, the Joy- 
ouſneſs of his Countenance would give place to Me- 
lancholy; his Songs to Sighs; and his very. Perſon 
take another Air, ſeeming to have loſt the Soul that 
animated it. If he was to hear a Boy drawl out his 
Propria que maribus, indulging ſome ſofter 'I hought 
in a Tatcied. Scene between Lætitia and himſelf, his 


Eyes 


3 with. ail Lare hed opt up a conſtant 
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Eyes would be fixed wick kind Complaceney, and 


tender Languiſnment on the dirty Grammar, and 


while Loye and Joy revelled in them, the Boy would 
blunder on with Impunity. But if he had ſome more 
advanced Scholar to teach, and the Lad was to con- 
ſtrue Ovid De arte amandi, a Rapture would ſeize him, 
and he would ſave the Scholar his Trouble by repeat- 
ing the Leſſon for him, who would gaze delighted 
with his Maſter's Madneſs; for ſuch they all eſteemed 
it. Even his moral Lectures were dead in her Ab- 
ſence; he would deter them from Vice indeed, by 
painting” it and its Conſequences in the moſt horrid 
Colours that could be deviſed byan Imagination made 
black as Erebus, by the Want of the Light of his 
Mind, Letitia's Preſence. But if ſhe was by, be 
would appear inſpired ; his Diſcourſes then turned on 
the Beauty of Virtue, which he repreſented according; 
to his Idea of her Soul; and then would rife into uch 


Extaſies, ſuch paſſionate enthuſiaſtic Praiſes, that his 


Hearers would remain in doubt whether! it was Inſpi- 
ration or Lunacy. 

Conſcious that he had no Right to pen Return 
of Love, in an Age when both Poets and Experience 
tell us, Women ſigh but for Riches, his Behaviour 


was reſpectful to the Jaſt degree, and he never ven- 


tured to give the moſt diſtant Hint of his Paſſion ; but 
timorous without Aukwardnefs, he made himſelf more 
entertaining and more amiable in her Preſence than at 


any other Tins carefully preventing his Paſſion 25 


rendering him deſpiſed, 
„ Where he endeavoured to be prized.“ 
Letitia was delighted with Lentry's Converſation, 
admired his Beauty, and loved his Virtues; theſe Sen- 
timents ſoon grew to a tender Paſſion, No Lovers 
Paths were ever ftrewed with more Roſes; their 
Hearts correſponded fo well, that no Thoughts which. 


were deſigned to be manifeſted; were ever more appa- 
rent 
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rent than thoſe they endeavoured to conceal ; even 


the Secrecy they affected explained them, and while 


they kept a ſtrict Guard on themſelves, leſt out of 


the Fullnefs of the Heart the Mouth ſhould ſpeak, 
they ſhewed that the Thoughts muſt be kind, which 


they were ſo careful not to utter. This Reſerve Was 
ſo mutual, that Lætitia ran a great Hazard of ci. ber 
loſing her Lover through his reſpectful Timidity, or 


being reduced to break through Decorum, the Idol 


we Women worſhip. 


Leonora and Louiſa received great Entertainment in 


theſe two baſhful Lovers; both condemned to be ab- 
ſent from the Objects of their Paſſions, they might 
have found Motives for Envy as well as for Amuſe- 
ment. Letters the ſole Conſolation of the Baniſhed 
Lover and the captive Maid,” were all the Grati- 
fication their Hearts enjoyed. By one from Calidore, 


whoſe Father died of the Illneſs J mentioned, Leonora 


was informed, that he deſigned to go to Scarborough 


for his Health, which at that time was but very indif- 


ferent. The Deſire of knowing daily how. he did, 


and what Benefit he received from the Waters, toge⸗ 
ther with ſome Fears, leſt he might at that Place ſee a 
Woman who ſhould obtain the Heart ſhe ſighed for, 


made her earneſtly wiſh to meet bim there. But yet, 
if ſhe did not re- aſſume the ſemale Dreſs. ſhe could not 


have the Chance ſhe wiſhed, of being the next Perſon 
who ſhould poſſeſs his Affeclions. "The Renewal of 


their Friendſhip had encreaſed her Paſſion, and ſhe 


TJonged to try whether he would like her as well, as a 
Woman, as he did as a Male Friend; ſenſible that 
ſhe was waſting her Youth and Beauty, in a Diſguiſe 


which robbed her of all Chance of a Return of Love, 
To leave her Eſtabliſhment was dangerous, it might 
offend the Parents of her Scholars, and ſhould ſhe be 
diſcovered by her Father, and Mother-in-law, it 


would oblige. her to relinquiſh her Steben Way 


7. 
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of Life, and to ſubmit to the worſt of Treatment from 
Arabella. Theſe Reaſons were ſtrong, but what can 


contend with Love ! 
Mr. and Mrs. Dorinton were going to Scarborough, 4 
and intended to take in their Way every fine Place 


which was not at a very great Diſtance from the di- 


rect Road. Leonora knew they would be glad of her 
Company, the Party would be agreeable, the Scheme 
inviting, and the End of it, the Arrival at Scarborough, 
to her moſt delightful. Another Difficulty was to be 
weighed againſt | theſe Temptations; neither Mr. nor 
Mrs. Dorinton knew the Secret of her Sex, the Diſ- 
covery would be painful to her, and they could not 
long be kept ignorant of the Reaſon of her again | 


». acting the Woman. 


When a loveſick Woman eibeidtes! Loki will 


conquer. All the Reaſons Lecnora ſaw againſt this 


Step, would not over- balance the uncertain Hope ſhe 
conceived from it. She acquainted Louiſa and Læti- 


tia with her Inclination ; they were ſuch true Lovers 
_ themſelves, they could not adviſe her againſt the Exe- 


cution of a Scheme, which offered her ſome Chance 
of improving the hopeleſs State of her Love. Thus 
confirmed in her Purpoſe, ſhe acquainted Mrs. Do- 
rinton with all that was neceſſary for her to know, 
who undertook to inform Mr. Derinton. He would 
not of a long Time, believe that a Woman could 


| ſtruggle with, and extricate herſelf out of, ſo many 


Difficulties. 

They were rejoiced with the Proſpect of having her 
Company, and would make her a Preſent of all 
Things neceſſary to equip her in her new Character. 
The whole was tranſacted fo privately, that none but 
thoſe intruſted ſuſpected the Metamorphoſis. She made 


_ a plauſible Excuſe to the Parents of her Scholars, and 


leaving them under the Care of Mr. Lentry and his 


Brother, whom ſhe permitted him to take as an aſſo- 
ciate, 
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ciate, and the Houſe and, Family, under the Inſpection 
of Louiſa and Eetitta, ſhe ſet out with a Heart flut- | 
tering-between Hope and Fe: ear, in Company, with Mr, 
and Mrs. Dorinton. 

One of the Excurſions this Party made in their 
Journey, occaſioned their paſſing by Lady Hai ness 
Houſe, at which Inſtant of Time their BET broke 
down. The accident being reported to her Ladyſhip, 
ſhe charitably invited them in, and Neceſſity obliged 
them to accept the Invitation, tho' Leonora would 


gladly have avoided it, fearing that Change of Dreſs, 


and above two Years Abſence, might not be ſuffi- 


cient to conceal her, from the Knowledge of a Wo- 
man, on whom her Perſon had made fo great an Im- 
0 

Teonora was ſurprized to find that Lady Haines was 
as much altered in her Dreſs, and more in her Man- 
ner, than herſelf was. She had on a dark brown 
Stuff, her Linen plain Cambrick made ſo very ſtreight, 
there was not a Gather nor a Plait in any Part of It. 
Her Hair was cut quite ſhort, and her Cap put as 
cloſe to her Face as if it had been a Bandage. She 
was without a Hoop, and in every Particular of her 
Dreſs Simplicity was ſtudied, with as much Care and 
Application, as was ever employed by the moſt finiſh- 


ed Coquet, on her moſt ſumptuous and alluring Ap- 


pare]. 
Nor could her attraQting Airs be Ges fudioully 


deſigned than Lady Haines Gravity. She ſighed and 


caſt up her Eyes as regularly at ftated Periods as if 
ſhe had been taught to do it by the Clock; ſhe was 


all over the Practice of Piety, and never utteted a 


Sentence without intruding ſome Expreſſions of divine 


Love, of the Sanctification of Grace, with many 


others of the ſame kind; which by being brought in- 


ort 
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Sort of Prophaneneſs to Leonora, who had a great deal 


of true Piety, without Hypocriſy or Superſtition. 
Dorinton obſerved, that it was very fortunate the 


Coach did not break down a little ſooner, when they 


were on the Brink of a Precipice, on which they had 
been obliged to drive for ſome Length of Way, to 


avoid a Carriage they met; ſince, had the Accident 


happened there, they muſt inevitably have been 


| thrown down the Precipice. Her Ladyſhip immedi- 


ately diſſented, declaring, ſhe thought that a Misfor- 
tune which did nat kill a Perſon when they were ſo 
unfit to dye, was the greateſt Bleſſing imaginable, 
to thoſe who lived in Error, lince it might bring 
them to a proper State of Mind. 

Derinton thinking her A not worth con- 
futing, and not loving to keep Silence, not only agreed 


with her, but carrying her Notion ſtill higher, worked 
her to ſuch a Height of Infatuation, that ſhe condoled 


with them on their great ill Fortune in not being full 
of Fractures, Contuſions, and Diſlocations, and moſt 
devoutly prayed the Almighty, of his infinite Mercy, ta 
throw them down the next Precipice they ſhould meet 
with. Mrs. Dorinton could not preſerve an Air of 
Gravity at this kind of Prayer, which made the 


Lady bleſs herſelf for not being like that Phariſee, and 


preach her a long Sermon. 
Leonora behaved with more Gravity, her Thoughts 
being partly employed in Apprehenſions that Lady 
Haines had ſome Suſpicions of her, having frequent- 
ly caught her looking in her Face very attentively. 
At laſt, ſhe aſked Leonora, if ſhe had a Brother in Or- 


ders, to which ſhe could not anſwer in the Negative, 


without a viſible Confufion at the Proof of her Lady- 
ſhip's perceiving a Reſemblance between her and the 


former Object of her Gallantry. Mrs. Dorinton fear- 


ing Leonora's Bluſhes ſhould betray her, took an Op- 
portunity of telling the ſanctified Devotee, that ſhe 
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was a young Lady who had ſeen little of the World, 
and had thereby acquired a Baſhfulneſs, which made 
her unable to anſwer the commoneſt Queſtion without 
being viſibly diſcompoſed. 

Lady Haines replied, that her Air [| RAY 8 
of the Ruſticity of a retired Life, wherein it would 
have been happy had ſhe continued, that ſhe might 


not have been ſubject to the Temptations of the 


World, which now ſeemed to lie in wait for her Soul; 

and proceeding on this Subject made her a long Diſ- 
courſe againſt the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
World; which fhe deſcribed in ſuch lively Colours, 
as ſhewed her Taſte for thoſe Allurements was only 


only mortified, not extinguiſhed ; and; ended with 


denouncing cternal Damnation, if ſhe frequented any 


of the public Diverſions at the Place to which ſhe was 


going, or liſtened to the Flattery that might be there 
addrefſed to her. She ſaid, ſhe hoped Mr. Dorinton's 
Piety would ſtrengthen her Principles, for he. ſeemed 
far advanced in Grace, and that he would watch dili- 
gently to ward off from her all the enticing Aproaches 


of Satan, whom her Beauty muſt attract. ; 


Mr. Dorinton's Coach not being repaired ſoon 
enough for them to- proceed on their Journey, they 
could not refuſe her Invitation of ſtaying the. Night at 
her Houſe, they not being within Reach of any other 
Accommodation. 

Before they ſat down to Supper, their Number was 
110 840 by the Addition of a Man, who they ſoon 
underſtood, by bis obſequious and tender Regard, was 


ber Apoſtle. 


When they retired to Beg, Leonora hoped to 3 
an had metamorph oſed a Lady of Gallantry into a 
Bevoter᷑;; truſting in the uſual Loquaciouſneſs of 

Erbe Event exceeded her Expecta- 
tion, for the Maid, as ſhe found by ſome Part of her 
CTR, having received Warning for going to 

et © ; E a Puppet- 


T4 


S 


*.. 0 


1 o& 2a” 


:*  *% ow ” 9 Ty www ww WH u&f % n=” TY WW ws yy we TTY Tr ww Vvr' uw Ww 


cent Life, was ſuch a Sec 


Chap. 7. A Journey through LIFE. 145 


a Puppet-ſhow, during the Celebration of a love Feaſt, 
Reſentment urged on the natural Communicativeneſs 
of her Temper, and on Leonora's aſking if her Lady 
had always led ſo devout a Life, and being anſwered 
in the Negative, following the Queſtion by another, 
What had thrown. her into it? The Maid frankly told 


her, that it was what ſhe ſhould not chuſe to publiſh, 
as it had been truſted to her Diſcretion by my Lady's 


Woman, but perſuaded ſhe would not repeat it, the 
would fatisfy her Inquiry; and proceeded to tell her, 
that her Lady had lived with more Gaiety than Virtue. 
for many Years, but the laſt Gentleman whom ſhe 
bad honoured with her Favours, made her ſuch a Re- 
turn that ſhe was obliged to underga ſo ſevere a 
Courſe of mercurial Operations as reduced her into a 
very weak State of Health. This Misfortune was of 
itſelf, fufficient to have worked a Reformation in ma- 
ny, but it was compleated by her Nurſe, who being 
one of the moſt zealous of a Sect very ſollicitous for 
making Converts, had choſen this Way of Life, as 
it gave her continual Intercourſe with her favourite 
People, the greateſt Sinners. By her Preaching dur- 
ing this Time of Mortification, ſhe brought her La- 
dyſhip to be a moſt meritorious Diſciple. 

To confirm her Reformation, the Nurſe introduced 


to her the Gentleman who ſupped with them. He 


was ſaid to have found her ſo docile, that this pidus 

Pair did not eſcape the envious Breath of Slander; 

many People believing that his being obliged to a de- 
7 Mi to her againſt paſt 

Evils, as rendered her a 1. Convert, than if 

the Intercourſe had been wholly ſpiritual. 

Leonora then inquired after her young Pupil, who ſhe 
learnt was on his Travels, and by what ſhe could find, 


a conſummate Coxcomb; with juſt Senſe enough to 


ſear that his Mother's Converſion might prejudice hig 
Rights of Succeſſion 3 this Paſtor having made great 
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Diſagreements between him and my Lady; who fre- 
quently declared an Intention of leaving her Fortune 
to the good Chriſtians, her Brethren in Regeneration, 

W ſhe called them, rather than to an heretic Son. 

Leonora corinunicated!: the Information ſhe had 

Enes to Mr. and Mrs. Derinion the next Morning, 

and as ſoon as Breakfaſt was over, they took leave of 

Tidy Haines, and proceeded on their Journey. 

They continued to viſit every Place worth Notice 
near the Road; a Delay which little ſuited: Leonora's 

Impatience 60 arrive at Scarborough, where ſhe hoped 
to behold an Object much more pleaſing to her, than 

the moſt magnificent Structure, the niceſt Rules of 

Architecture could raiſe, or the Earth's Beauties, even 

where Nature had been moſt laviſh, Art had gone 

Hand in Hand with her, could exhibit. The human 
Face divine was the Object her Eyes wiſhed for, 
willing to give the Pleaſure it beſtows as extatic 

Praiſes, as the great Poet has ſung in its Celebration, 

with only this Difference, her diſtinguiſhing Eyes at- 

tributed the flattering Term to one Face only, which 

He blindly diſpenſed to the whole Yahoo Race. 

Had Leonera's Friends known the Exceſs of her 

Paſſion, they were too well acquainted with all its 

Emotions, not to have been ſenſible that no other 

Sight could give her Pleaſure; but they apprehended 

thay this Expedition was more a Frolic of Youth than 

the Reſult of a ſerious Attachment, or they would 
readily haue ſacrificed their Curioſity, to her Gratifi- 
cation. Howeve#Y gjeb ſtanding! their low Tra- 
velling, Nate Days = ** pee Ne ner their 

Journey. 1 71527 - S437 1. ö 
bas — at Saber on a Ball 1508 . 
rs. Dorinton was eaſily perſuaded to Dreſs and ac- 
company Leonora to the Ball. The Fineneſs of her 

Face and Perſon attracted all Eyes but Calidores; 

- which ſhe had the Mistortune to {ce were fixed ona 

i very 
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very pretty Woman by w + he ſat, and had,engage d 


in Diſcourſe, ' This was a great Damp to Leonora's 


Spirits; ſhe thought he muſt be ſtrongly attached, 
ſince the Buz which filled the Room on her Appear- 
'ance; inquiring who that Angel was, for with ſuch- 
like: Terms they diſtinguiſhed Leanora, could not at- 
tract his Obſervation. 

She began to think herſelf doomed to be unfortu- 
nate; but piqued at his Neglect, tho' much depreſſed 
in Spibits, ſhe was reſolved to try whether he would 
always be blind to her, and complied with an Invi- 
tation to dance French Dances. In this ſhe particu- 


larly excelled, her Motions being as graceful as her 
Air. The Company was in Raptures, their Praiſes 


exceeded good Manners, being uttered in Exclamati- 
ons ſo loud as greatly diſconcerted her. Dorinton had 
been aſked by ſeveral who ſhe was, and the Room 
choed with . Nm of 2 which ſhe: had aſ- 
ſumed. 9. 1 E91 
No Man 5 nom attend 60 any otbar Object, 
| Colidere as well as the reſt of the Company had Eyes 
for no one elfe ; ſhe thought herſelf well rewarded 
for the Confuſion the too loud Applauſe had given her, 
by having attracted his Notice; and. ſhe had the Sa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing, that the young Lady Who ſeem- 


ed before to engroſs his ep; was now in ber 
turn neglected. 


Io Calidore, as well as every young : Man at the | 


-Place endcavoured to-make- Acquaintance with Leo- 7 


nora, yet the Reſerve; whieh to others ſhe thought 


neceſſary, and to him wasioecaſioned by her flutter 


of Spirits whenever he attempted to ſpeak ta her, pre- 


vented their eonverſing together for ſome Times and 
when he laid a little of it aſide, ſhe found it 
difficult to forbear that eaſy 1 wbich had 


long ſubſiſted between them. * Un Linn 


= [FISH 7 IN it UUW: Gat * —— 40863 22 care, 
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 Calidere”s more ceremonious Behaviour could fearce- 
ly keep in her Thoughts the different Footing on 
which they now met. He ſoon made Acquaintance 
with Dorinton, to which the latter readily concurred; 
but finding great Advances unneceſſary, he jet the 
other ſeek an Intimacy, to avoid giving any Suſpicions 
of Deſign. 
Calidore plainly ſaw the Reſemblance between Miſs 
Relſon and his Friend the School-Maſter, and menti- 
oned it to them, but he was ſo far from believing it 
poſſible they could be the ſame, that he wondered to ſee 
two Perſons ſo exactly made in the ſame Mould, with 
Voices alike; but never conceived the leaſt Suſpicion. 
In Complexion they only differed, Leonora havi 
diſguiſed hers as much as poſſible while in Man's Ap- 
parel, which now ſhone out in its extremeſt Luſtre. 
But this Difference was not ſufficient to have blinded 
him as to the Identity of the Perſon, had not Leonora s 
Learning been ſo very extenſive, as would thorough- 
ly convince any one, ſhe could not be a Woman, 
who was Ignorant. of the rü of her Educa- 
tion. - 

Dorinton had reported Miſs Ketfon to be a Wann 8 
of conſiderable Fortune, which grew a troubleſome 
Circumſtance to her. Her Beauty would have ſe- 
cured her many real Admirers, and have attracted all 
the young Men, who at thoſe idle Places, coguet pour 
paſſer le temps; but urged by a ſtronger Incentive than 
- Idleneſg, even Hunger itſelf, all the poor young Fel- 
lows, who hoped to exchange perſonal Charms for 
intrinſic Gold, mingled in her Train. The Caledoni- 
an and Hihernian Couth were very aſſiduous, and 
made ſuch a Mixture of Sounds new; and ſtrange 115 8 
her; that ſhe hoped they would at laſt be diſperſed 

py the Confuſion of Tongues, like the Builders of 
Babel. Had the Addreſſes. of one Set of them been 


as poetical as their Songs, ſhe would have been in 
| * 
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danger of turning Coquet, in order to increaſe her 
Train of ſuch harmonious Lovers; but, on the con- 
a ſhe heard no Sounds from them, but 


e, Yn Such is woald tear STEVENS 
Tube tender Labyrinth of a Maid's ſoft Ear, It Jus 


Leonora found à greater Vexation ariſing from it 


than Dialects ſhe did not like; they haunted her ſo 


perpetually, that ſhe could not get half ſo many Op- 
portunities as ſhe wiſhed, of converſing with Calidere, 
tho' Dorinton endeavoured to obviate this Fchnyadb: 
ence as much as he was able, by inviting him often 
to his Houſe. | oh 
Calidore ſeemed greatly captivated with Lianere's 
Chars; the Sprightlineſs of her Wit, and the Soli- 
dity of her Judgment, delighted him as much as her 
Beauty; and ſtill more ſhewed him the RefemMante 
between her and his old F riend, tho' ſhe took Care 
to conceal her: Learning, as ſhe had been accuftornetl 


to do while i in her female Habit. Her Joy itr the = 


Partiality ſhe thought he had for her, fo elated her 


Spirits, as rendered her ſtill more enchantinig, her 
Wit and Vivacity ſeemed to excell what they had's 11 


mired in their Friend, who befote, they imagined, 


could not have been * except in that well 


know Way ſo (ingeniouſ expreſſed, that none 
but! herſelf could Þe her Parallel.“ (03.77 190 DID 
by. two Circumſtances, one of which would have been 
welcome, had it not been cruelly qualified with the 
ſeveteſt Affliction. But I think it would be illena- 
-tured' not to leave Leonora in this pleaſing” Situation 
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CHAP. VIII. 


2 he Hiſtory of Lroxon A and Louisa con- 
cluded. | 


of 


\ 


The Hiſtory of COLLIN. 


* HEN Corinthia met Sabrina the next Day, ſhe 

told her ſhe ſhould be aſhamed of ſummoning 
her ſo early to the Performance of her Taſk, if her 
Manner of leaving off the Night before did not de- 
ſerve ſome Puniſhment, and indeed give her Reaſon 
to believe, that her Aim was to heighten her Curiofi- 
ty, inſtead of chuſing to leave her fully ſatisfied, as ſhe 
pretended ; for, continued ſhe, had that been 
« your Deſign, you would not have hinted, that the 
<< agrecable Situation in which you had placed Leo- 
&. nora was at an End; we neither reflect with Com- 
„ poſure on our own Happineſs nor that of others, 
e when we perceive Evils are impending, every En- 
e joyment muſt vanith as ſoon as we diſcern our 
« Danger, 

2486 What your: Highneſs ſays,” gi Sabrina, 
is very true. Tho! a Search after tranſient Plea- 
ce ures is. the Buſineſs of our Lives, and that Things 
„ we have long laboured to attain, ſoon ceaſe to de- 
6c light, yet an Hour before Satiety makes us reſign 
& them, we eſteem their Loſs ſo heayy a M isſortunc, 
<& that if we foreſee it impending, we cannot enjoy 
& them, even for the Time they {til} remain in our 
4 Poſſeſſion. If you bave diſcovered my: innocent 
c Art, my Princeſs, you ought not to diſapprove it, 
c ſince I could not expect you ſhould find any Amuſe- 


£66 ment in my Narrations, if J did not keep alive a i 
1 little = i 
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„ little Curioſity. Suſpence is the Soul of a Story, 
*© without which it grows dead and lifeleſs. But if 
© I have offended by raiſing your Curioſity, let my 
* Readineſs to gratify it procure my Pardon.” 

One Day, as Leonora was drinking Tea in Com- 
pany with Calidore, ſhe received a Letter from her 
Brother Leonard, which informed her that Arabella 
had been dead above a Week; and that upon bear- 
ing this News, which could not but be welcome, he 
left his Tutor without waiting for Permiſſion, and re- 
turned home with all Speed. to a Father, who, he 
krew would look indulgently on his Impatience. He 
found his elder Brother arrived before him; actuated 
with the ſame Defire, tho' he had a Fever on him 
when he ſet out, which was ſo increaſed with the 
Journey, that he was obliged to be put to Bed im- 
mediately; and growing worſe, was, when Leonard 
wrote, believed to be in the utmoſt Danger. He 
preſſed Leonora, if ever ſhe meant to ſee that favou- 
rite Brother, to return home with the utmoſt Expe- 
dition, affuring her that ſhe would receive a joyful 
Welcome from Hortenſius, who had ſuffered too much 
by Arabella's mercenary and violent Temper, to be 
afflicted at her Death, or to retain any of the Preju- 
dices ſhe had endeavoured to inſtill, 

This Letter was a cruel Shack to Leonora; ſhe 
had a very ſtrong Affection for her Brother, and 
could not bear to think of loſing him, hen ſhe had 
ſo fair a Proſpect of again enjoying the Pleaſures of 
his Society, at a Home which ſhe ſtill loved, where 
ſhe might hope to be once more Happy, under the 
Indulgence of paternal Tenderneſs. She could not 
hefitate a Moment whether to delay her Journey z 
her Brother's Sickneſs required Haſte; ſhe eaſily be- 
lieved ſhe ſhould obtain her Father's Forgiveneſs, and 
her Grief was too great to let .her ſuffer all the Re- 
gret the ſhould have felt, had. ber Heart been leſs 

H 4 | filled 
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filed with Affliction, for the Neceſlity of leaving-Ca- 
lidare, when ſhe had ſo flattering a Proſpect of ſuc- 


ceeding to her Wiſh; As this ill News had an im- 


mediate Effect on her Countenance, it gave Calidore 
an Opportunity of ſhewing greater Tenderneſs for 
her, than ſhe would otherwiſe have believed he had. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dorinton were grieved to loſe their 
agreeable Friend, but her Reſolution was unalterable. 
She travelled home with a melancholy Impatience, and 
entered the Houſe with Terror, but received Spirits 
to encounter a Father juſtly offended, by being told 
by the firſt erw the met, the” her Brother was 
heffers ft © fn: 
Hortenſius was as + eaſily pacified as 3 be 
joved Leonora more than all his Children, and felt 
great Satisfaction from ſeeing them about him. She 


was delighted at finding her Brother ſo much better; 


their Meeting, after ſo long a Separation, was too 
joyſul not to v affiſt in his Recovery. All the Neigh- 
bourhood congratulated the Father on Leonora's re- 
turn Home, the Rich, glad to enjoy again fo agree- 


able à Companion, and the Poor, fo Kind a Bene 


Fabre | 

Every Heart ſeemed contented but Leonora s, ſhe 
now felt how cruel it was to have been torn from 
Calidure, and was ſenſible, that before ſhe could rea - 
fenably afk Permiſſion to return to Scerborough, the 
Seaſon for that Place would be over. Beſides, ſhe 
muſt neceſſarily take another Journey before ſhe could 
ſettle quietly at her Father's Houſe. She could not 


avoid returning to London, to ſecure to Sentry the 


Poſſeſſion of the School, with all its Scholars. Leo- 
nard, ae to ſee Lale, with , e er | 


her. ia Oy as 2373 ba999 


When: nee ee at Berlin ſhe had whe Plea- 
ſure of hearing, that an old Gentleman, who was a 


oo: diſtant Relation to A Branton, and intirely 


unknoun 
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unknown to her,” had bequeathed her a good Eſtate, 
ſettling it on her, independent of her Huſband, of 
whoſe Extravagance he had been informed. She found 
the Family rejoicing in the Benefit, but en 
grieving for the Benefactor. 

Leonora viſited the Parents of all ber Sahelass, and 
making a plauſible Excuſe for giving up the School, 
eaſily. perſuaded them to leave their Children with Mr. 
Sentry; their Opinion of her Judgment and Integrity, 
made them truſt to her Recommendation. 

Latitia and Sentry, had, without knowing how, 
come to a perfect Knowledge of each other's Senti- 
ments, and a Facility in explaining them. Her For- 
tune was ſufficient to enable him to appear enough in 
the World to ſecure his future Preferment. As Loui- 
ſa's return home with Leonora would oblige Lætitia 
to part from Sentry, this diſagreeable Circumſtance 
made them deſirous to put it beyond the Power of 
Man to ſeparate them; and accordingly they agreed 
to marry. as ſoon as Letitia ſhould come of Age; A 
Period which was not far off, 

The Day before Leonora intended to 1 Loud 

a young Lady came to ſee a Nephew of hers, who 
was at that School. She found Leonora in Diſcourſe 
with Tommy, reconciling him to her Departure, and 
aſſuring him, that he ſhould continue as much the Ob- 
ject of her Care and Affection as ever. The Tears 
ran down the poor Lad's Face, not from Diſtruſt, 
but Love. The Agreeableneſs of his Perſon, as well 
as his melancholy Air, excited the Lady's Curiofity. 

She looked very attentively at him, and on his leavin 
the Room, inquired, with uncommon Eagerneſs, int 
bis Name, which, when told, threw her into great 
Agitation. She proceeded to aſk who placed him 
there, with many Queſtions of the fame Sort. 
Phe Emotion ſhe was in, inclined Leonora to relate 
the pas Fact as it was; the Lady. upon: hearing it, 
42 f A5 I 5 cxied 
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cried out, Oh! my Child, my Child! and with great 
Difficulty, was prevented by Leonora from running to 


ſeek him. 

Leonora imagined from the whole Affair, that tiers 
muſt be ſomething extraordinary in it; and interefted 
by her Appearance, for ſhe was a very fine Woman, 
by her Tenderneſs for her Child, and by her near 
Relation to the Boy, ſhe was defirbus. of hindering 
her from expoling herſelf; reaſonably ſuppoſing, that 
the Agitation of her Mind made her neglect the 
Care of her Reputation, if, as ſeemed molt probable, 


| the Child was illegitimate. Leonora intreated her to 


Fay till ſhe was more compoſed, and led her to a 
Char, where the ſat down, and after ſome Exclama- 
tions of Horror at the Thought of the Dangers to 
which he had been expoſed, ſhe burſt in Tears. When 
this Relief bad a little abated the Agonies of her 
Mind, Eons begged Pardon for having checked the 
impulſes cf maternal T'enderneſs, but that ſhe feared 
ſhe mg not at that Time be a ſufficient Judge, how 
far ſhe ought to indulge it publickly, and therefore 
had detained her til] ſhe was more compoled. 

The Lady bluſhed, looked attentively at Leonora, 
and then wept again. Her Confuſion laſted a conſi- 
derable Time, at laſt, with many Interruptions, ſhe 
told Leonora, ſhe was much obliged to her for her pru- 
dent Conſideration, which, had ſhe herſelf had, at 
that Time, ſhe ſhould not have expoſed herſelf, even 
to her; but, that the Pleaſure of finding a Child ſo 
long loſt, with the Pain of fearing how greatly he had 
been diſtreſſed, and with how much worſe Misfor- 


, tunes he had been threat'ned, had thrown her into 


ſuch Agonies of Mind, that ſhe was not Miftreſs of 


— — 
her Reafon. — 


4 Your Diemme continued ſhe, „ has been 
* too quick to put me under a Neceflity of conſeſ- 


61 hng what every Circumſtance does but en? 
L declare, 
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« declare. But let me juſt ſay, in hopes that Youth 
may be ſome Alleviation to Folly, that I was but 
“ Fifteen when the poor Boy was born. A Servant, 
«© whom, I have ſince learnt, Bribery had firſt cor- 
e rupted, joined with the Violence of a youthful 
«« Paſſion, and the aſſiduous Endeayours of one of 
« the moſt artful, inſinuating, and, let me add, moſt 
« amiable. of Men, to ſeduce me. Too childiſhly 
young to have conſidered the probable Conſequen- 
ces which threatened me with public Shame, I was 
under great Conſternation when I found our Amour 
“ might be diſcovered by every common Eye. But 
„ here again, my Servant was uſeful, ſhe contrived, 
by my Press, to hide the 1 in my he, 
and ſoothed me with Promiſes of concealing the 
«+ Offspring of our Loves, when its Birth ſhould ren- 
«© der it neceſſary. I had no Mother, to defend me 
« with her watchful Care, from the Errors I had 
« fallen into, or I might not have wanted ſuch Con- 


-  « cealments ; but this rendered it more ealy for my 


Servant to keep her Word, which ſhe did fo effec- 
© tually, that the Child was born, and conveyed to 
6 a Place ſecured for that Purpoſe by its Father; 
cc without the leaſt Suſpicion. _ 

« Fear taught me Wiſdom and Repentance, and 
« in lamenting my Conduct, I reſolved to avoid all 
«« Relapfes into the ſame Icregularity. J wrote to 
© my Lover to deſire he would never more attempt 
c to ſee me, for I was reſolved not to continue in a 
« Crime which now wounded my Conſcience, and 
„ muſt in Time ruin my Reputation, and bring a 
« Diſgrace on my Family, ſo much diſtinguiſhed by 
66 its Rank, as to make it very conſpicuous. Much 
4e Pains he took to perſuade me to give up this Re- 
«+ ſolution, but I was fixed in it, beyond the Power 
« of my own Paſſion, which ſill ſubſiſted, to con- 
E . I begged to know where the Child was, 
; Hs6 and 
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d and contriued a few; Times to ſee it, till lea ing 
London for a conſiderable Time, at my Return the 
& the Child was removed, the F. aer gone out of 
cc Town, and I could not learn the Abode of either, 
& having no very good Means of enquiring; for 
$ afraid of continuing about me, a Perſon who had 
e been ſo ready ito overthrow my ſtaggering Virtue, 
<« left: ſhe. might erer perceive a weak Moment 
and take Advantage of it, by tempting me again 
46 into the paſt Errors, I had contrived to part with 
<< her in a Manner ſo much to her Advantage, as 
ce ſhould neither exaſperate nor puniſh her, for what, 
no doubt, my own Folly and WW eakneb, had! en- 
“ couraged'her to attempt. | 
„ The Senſe of my paſt InkiGretiony pod the Re- 
« mains of Affection for my Companion in it, which 
« I could not conquer, inſpired me with a Gravity 
that led me to Retirement; this has gained me a 
Character for Prudence and Virtue, of which my 
„ earlier Years have rendered me unworthy; and 
cannot give me Pleaſure, from my Conſciouſneſs 
of its being founded on an Error; but while others 
Ac praiſe me for theſe Particulars, I bluſh at the Frail- 
«© ty of my Nature, and can ſcarcely forbear betray- 
ing my own Want of Merit. 2 
„About the Time when you mention the Supplies 
of Money for my poor Temmy firſt ceaſed, I read in 
the News Papers an Account of his Father's Death, 
c which was occaſioned by a Fall from his Hors, 
«© that deprived him of his Senfes inſtantly; and to 
5; this untimely, unforeſeen Death, I muſt attribute 
his having taken no Care for the Child's Proviſion, 
nr ſo much as haying informed me of his Abode, 
or even; his Exiſtence. I could not forbear griev- 
ing for the Death of the Man, who had fixed a ne- 
% xer«dying Grief in my Heart, but I loved him to 


the laſt, and « even at it, for J ſtil} cheriſh his 
0 KRemem- 
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< Remembrance: So ſaying, the Tears trickled 
down her Cheeks, and ſhe could not of a long Time 
proceed; but when ſhe was OB, ſhe a as 
_ follows: | 
I grew very uncaſy at not Ng ber 
te come of my poor Boy; I did not doubt but his 
Father had taken care for his Proviſion; but it 
« was hard at his Age to loſe parental Tenderneſs. 
As my Fortune was conſiderable, it cannot be 
be thought vain in ſaying, I'had many advantage- 
& ous Propoſals, but I was determined never to mar- 
„ ry, and, by the Obſtinacy of my Refuſals, much 
<< offended my Father; who, dying a Year ago, left 
«© me Miſtrefs of myſelf and of a large Eſtate, which 
made me more anxious to find out the juſt Heir to 

it; but, to ſearch for him was in vain; inſtead of 
5 Aattering myſelf with Hopes of finding him, I had 
nothing left but tolament his Loſs. When Lenter- 
«'ed your Room, there was ſomething in the Child's 
Face and Air whick alarmed my Heart; I ſaw in 
« his childiſn Features, and little Perfong a'Reſem- 
ei blance of my Lover; his Tears penetrated my very 
&« Soul, and 1 inſtantly became anxious to know the 
4 Cauſe of them. | 

« Thus, Sir, I have truſted to you, what Shame 
% would make me wiſh to hide even from myſelf; 
but Conſcience is ſo clear a Mirror, that there is 
<< not the ſmalleſt Incident but it will reflect in as 
* ſtrong a Light as the Fancy firſt painted it, though 
often in very different Colours. The violent Ef- 
« feet your Account brought on me, betrayed this 
e Secret; but I cannot be ſorry that it did ſo, ſince 
the Man who has with ſo much Humanity acted 
c the Parent to my poor forlorn Child, has a juſt Ti- 
e tle: to know every Circumſtanee- that belongs to 
6) bim; nor can J doubt the Honour of one who can 
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<. behave like you, but -am ſatisfied the. Secret is as 


<< fate. in your Knowledge as in my own.“ 


Your Highneſs may imagine Leonora a to 


_ conceal all ſhe had related. They conſulted on the 
beſt Means of preſerving her Character, without leav- 


ing Tommy deſtitute of a Parent's Care and Indulgence, 


Leonora having adviſed her to a Method of reconciling 
two Things which ſeemed fo contrary, the Boy was 
called in, "and raiſed to his utmoſt Conception of Fe- 
licity, by being informed the Lady be ſaw was his 
Mother. Not that filial Affection made ſuch quick 
Progreſs in his Heart, but he ſtill loved Leonora 
better. 

Soon after Leazora:arrived-in the Country, ſhe pre- 
vailed with Her tenſius to, conſent to the Marriage of 
Leonard and Lowija, thus ſeeing every one arrive at 
the Summit of their Wiſhes but herſelf. Leonard, not 
ungrateful to his Siſter, without informing her, wrote 
a moſt preſſing Invitation to Caiidr2, to attend his 
Nuptials. The Friendſhip which had ſubſiſtęd be- 
tween them, made Calidore conſent with Pleaſure, to 
be preſent at the Confirmation of his Friend's Happi- 
neſs. Accordingly early in the Morning on their 


Wedding-Day he arrived. Leonora was apprized of 
it juſt ſoon enough to prevent the PUrINns being too 


great for her Spirits. 

When Calidore had congratulated his F ng and 
his fair Bride, he applied to Leenora, and expreſſed 
his Joy at ſeeing Miſs K:/{or there, whole Image could 
not be effaced by an Abſence much more tedious, 
than that he had had the ill Fortune to ſuffer. He told 
her how much he had longed to ſee her ever ſince her 
Departure from Scarbrough, and how inexpreſſible the 
Pleaſure was which he received om ſo unexpectedly 
meeting her. 

Leonard then, with great 1 aſked him what 
he meant by the Name of Ke{ſon; the Perſon he 2 


— 


= 


0 


"ae 


Chap. 8. AJovanty through LIFE. 159 
to was his Siſter, and had no Right to any ſuch. Ca- 
lidore inſiſted on the Impoſſibility that there ſhould 
be two Women formed ſo equally charming, or that 
any one who had ever known Miſs Kelſon ſhould mif- 

take another for her. The Diſpute amuſed them for 
ſome time, till at laſt Leonard was obliged: to inform 
him, how Miſs , Keljon and his difter became the ſame 
Perſon." ©- 

Love, like all other Things, is greatly icenethadhd 
by Example. The tender Fondnel; of the new mar- 
ried Pair, haſtened the Growth of Calidote's Paſfion, 
till it became ſo ſerious as to make him way anxious 
to follow his Friend's Example. 

Lecnra, who did not mean to reject Catidere, 
thought, however, that it was neceſſary to acquaint 
him with all the Particulars of a Life, the Irregularity 
of which might poſſibly diſguit him, ſince in Women, 
the nice Reſerves of Decorum are often more eſteem 
ed than Virtue itfelf; but averſe to any Conccalmenty 
ſhe r<]:ted the whole to him. 

Calidore beheld all ner Actions in the Light of Rea» 
ſon, they greatly encreaſed his Admiration, and he 
revered a Virtue ſo tried in the Fire of Adverſity. 
The Extent of her Underitanding aſtoniſhed him, 
the good Qualities ſhe had ſhewn in her ſeveral Ways 
of Life delighted him; but what ſtill charmed him 
more than all, was finding her conſtant dann for 
him. 

The Man iage could not receive many Delays when 
all Parties were ſo well agreed; in a very little Time 
the Union between Leonora and Calidore was com- 
pleated, which continued equally n to the End of 


their Lives. 
« And here, with your Highnefs's Permidiion,! 1 


& ſhall drop der; ; a Novel would make but a bad Fi- 
4 gure carried on beyond Marriage; and as I began 
& Leenora's Hiſtory in order to ſhew, by an uncom- 
1 mon 


| 
| 
| 
| 


«of ' preſerving Independence, 1 could have no Ex- 
4 euſe for continuing it after ſhe had done ſo common 
„ a Thing as marrying, and made herſelf dependent 
«& on one of the other Sex; ſhe might rather ſerve as 
an Argument, that, let our Talents be equal or ſu- 
A perior to them, our Spirits above Meannefs, and 
„ our Situations above Controul, ſtill. ſooner or 
te later we become their Dependents, perhaps their 
4 Slaves“. ZE I | 
„„ A melancholy Moral!” cried Carinthia ; © for 
« Heaven's fake, do not caſt down one's Spirit by 
&ſuch diſmal Reflections, when one ſhould rejoice, 


: «© that thoſe with whom one's Imagination has fo 
long kept Company, are arrived at the Summit of 


« their Wiſhes; for if, as you have often told me, 
& when you have wanted me to alter my Opinion of 
« Happineſs, and. to be happy by ſuiting it to my Si- 
5 tuation, that Happineſs is only Opinion, the Slave 
„ who loves his Bondage may be as happy, in the 
« Sound of the rattling of bis Chains, as Saint Czc:- 
6 lia ſurrounded by the Muſic of the Spheres. It the 
t Tafte for Muſic differs as much as all others, there 


« are no Notes but may be harmonious to ſome Ears. 


While I thank you,” continued the Princeſs, 
& moſt ſincerely, for the Amnſement you have given 
“ me, I muſt rejoice in the Manner it concludes ; it 
% would be a Diſgrace to our Sex, if one of them, 
« aſter ſucceeding in every other Atterapt, conquer- 
« ing Fortune, Prejudice, and Cuſtom, ſhould find 
per Power inſufficient to vanquiſh the Heart of a 
„ Man; for ſhe who holds his Heart in Chains, has 


be reafon to fear he will lay ann ver, ber Fet- 
& tets on her Will. At leaſt; my Sabrina, ſuffer 


* me to be like the Bee, which culls the Sweets. of 


4 every Flower ; not like the Toad, that ſucks only 


«Venom from the Earth; let me extract Joy and 
Wire! lien 2 TY ; 2 Io Hope | 
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& Hope from every Thing that can admit of 70 
«© will I envy you who, like Jaques in an Engl, 5 u. 
ce can ſuck Melancholy out of an Egg.” _ 
n approve var Diſpoſition, my Princeſs,” re- 
plied Sabrina: I began my Story becauſe you, 
<« ſeemed a little too like the Kg whoſe Practice 
« you diſclaim, extracting Diſcontent, the blackeſt, 
e and worſt Venom, from your innocent Situation; 
«© which, like the Earth, might produce good Fruits 
« would you but cultivate it properly, Youth.is.the 
Flower of human Life, and the Gaiety of juvenile 
« Spirits ſhould, as you propoſe, like the Bee, ex- 
tract Joy and Hope from every Circumſtance ; for 
« when Age comes, all will, too probably, dwindle 
e to the lazy Drone, finding nothing worth a Hope, 
or capable of giving Joy. But your Highneſs will 
e“ preſently ſay, I am worſe than the gloomy Soul who 
can ſuck Melancholy out of an Egg, fince I ſeem 
ct turned into an old F ortune- teller, and foretell ſuch 
* diſmal Things.“ 

« 1 can better endure your gloomy Prophecies,” | 
anſwered Carinthia, * than that you ſhould ſay. any 
* good Fruits can ſpring from my Situation. What 
& but Error, Ignorance, Sloth, and Diſcontent, vile 
« Weeds all, can it produce?“ | 

«© Every Vittue, my dear Carinthia,” replied Sa- 
bring, * is the Fruit of Solitude. The Mind, un- 
& attracted by outward Objects, has Time to know 
ce Irfelf.“ 

„ Virtue in Theory,” interrupted the Princeſs, 
% may be miſtaken 3 that, like every Thing elſe, 
„ muſt gather Strength by Exerciſe, for which Soli- 
& tude gives no Opportunities, unleſs, it be for tha 
64 Exerciſe of Patience ; that L allow it does much, 
ce even to Extremes; and when Exerciſe becomes a 
e Fatigue, you will own it rather weakens than 
6 22 the wearied Part. This I have ou 
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by Experience, my Patience has been ſo often tir- 
& ed, that it is now grown ſo weak it can ſcarcely 
ee bear any Exerciſe at all.“ | 

Sabrina could not forbear laughing at Carinthia's 


Account of her own Patience, and told her ſhe could 
ſhew her, in the Life of a Man ſhe once met with in 


a Country-place, that many other Virtues might be 
greatly exerciſed in Solitude. 

. Carinthia declared ſhe preferred Ezample to Ar- 
gument, and therefore begged Sabrina to relate that 
ſhe mentioned. But the old Lady, unlike other old 
Ladies, deſired alittle Reſpite from talking, proguting 
to comply with her Kequeit the next Day. 


Sabrina kept her Word in che ee Aran > 


{1.1 #63) 
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HISTORY 
o F 


OLLIN was the only Child of a Cubſtantial 
© Farmer, When he was about fifteen his Father 
died; at whoſe Death he inherited a little Land, 


and under the Care and Tuition of a fond Mother, 
continued to labour the Farm his Father rented. His 


Face was extremely handſome, his Perſon perfectly 


genteel and well made, nor did there appear in him 
any other Sign of Ruſticity than remarkable Baſhful- 
neſs, and an innocent Simplicity, which ſhone in his 
Countenance. The Delicacy of his Heart was equal 
to that of his Beauty. He was 1carcely ſeventeen 
when he was captivated by the irreſiſtible Charms of 
a Girl in the Pariſh, who was about his own Age. 

Nature had made it impoſſible for Collin to ſigh in 
vain; he was the Object either of the Admiration or: 
the Love of the whole Pariſh, and his Nymph, Peggy 
by Name, returned his Paſſion with all the Sincerity, 
and artleſs Innocence of ſimple Nature. But mutual 
Love was not ſufficient to unite them. Collin's Heart 
was ſhared by the moſt tender filial Affection for his 
Mother ; he was filled with Gratitude for the Care ſhe 
had taken of his tender Years, and could not think of 
permitting any one to ſhare the Command of his 


; Houſe SIN her Life; he conſidered that he owed. 
| h her 


164 A Jovnxey through LIE E. 
ber both Love and Duty, and that he ought, to. re- 
rain every Paſſion which was inconſiſtent with them, 
Collin let Peggy into his Way of thinking, who, 
with the Submiſſion which. true Love inſpires, thought 
of Lhe he did was wiſeſt, molt virtuous, eee 
et 55 42 
But our Lovers ſoon found, that the fulflliag 5 
| Duty was not quite ſufficient to conſtitute their Hap- 
pineſs. Collin prevailed on his Mother to take Peggy 
into the Houſe as an Affiſtant; in ſhort, as a Servant 


for Uſefulacſs, but in other reſp:Qs on_a Footing of 


Equality. In all the Service ſhe pe: formed Collin 
was her Companion, if ſhe milked he carried the Pail, 
and in every Thing attended her. 

When they were at Leiſure they uſed to walk to- 
gether, or to {it under the Shade of a ſpreading Oak 
near the Houſe ; where, while ſhe woiked, he, like 

a true paſtoral Shepherd, played on a Pipe of his own 
dan, to his attentive and delighted Peggy ; ſhe 
e him with Smiles, and Looks of gent 

ve. 

At all their Sports, he decked tle with Garlands 
made out of the fineſt Flowers of his Garden, which 
he cultivated with the more Care, becauſe they ſerved 
to adorn and diſtinguiſh her. Every Fair was ran- 
| ſacked in Search of Ornaments; and the Firſt-fruits 
of the Spring and Autumn, were . many Sacrifices 
to the envied Peg. 

But Love did not entirely TER" Collin 5 Mind; 
general Benevolence was ſo predominant i in ĩt, that it 


often conquered the more particular Attachment, and 


he would forſake the ſweet Converſe of his Shepherd- 
eſs, to to afliſt his Neighbours i in Affairs above their Ca- 
pacities. He taught (Economy to che Negligen ent, 
pfevailed o on the Idle to become induſtrious, by ad- 


ding to the Encouragement their Labour would afford | 


them. N He Infirudted the Ignorant, and; put the Indi- 
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gent into el relieving their Poverty. He taught 
the Pariſh'the Means of making the Poor leſs expen- 
five, at the ſame time that they were more perfectly 
relieved. He improved Huſbandry ; and introduced 
a kind of Manufacture for the Weak, the Lame, and 
the Aged. 

Ik there were any Quarrels in the Neighbourhood, 
Collin was choſen Arbitrator; and had ſuch peculiar 
ocod Fortune, that he pleaſed all Parties: If a married 
Couple diſagreed, or a Child offended its Parent, he 
was the Peace-maker, and by prevailing on each Side 
to ſhew ſome Condeſcenſion, the Concord he reſtored 
was always laſting. ' If any Man was diftreſſ;d in 
Circumſtances he applied to Collin, who put him in 
a Way of repairing them by Prudence and Induſtry. 
He taught every one to receive and ſuffer an Injury, 
which he could not prevent, with Patience and Reſo- 
| lution, and yet never to do one. "Nothing was done ö 
in the Pariſh without aſking Collin's Advice, even 
their Sports were under his Birection, and were by 
him ſo ordered as to contribute to the Strength and 

Agility of thoſe that partook of them, and to promote 
Harmony and Mirth, without the leaſt Offence to 
Sobriety. He taught them that Friends might meet 
and be good Company without committing Debauch- 

eries, which frequently make them part Enemies. 10 
It would be tedious to enumerate all the Benefits 
the Pariſh received from Collin. He brought them to 
live together with the ſame Affection and Concord, 
as ſhould govern every private Family; their Views 
became all fixed on the Good of the Society; no ons 
thought. A Thing could be an Advantage to him felt, 
that was etre pal to his Neighbour... In Tthort, 
lth put one in Mind of the firſt Acquiigog! of pa⸗ 
triarchal Power; ſuch Virtues, ſuch perſuaſiye F 2280 
ties, ſuch Superiority of Underſtanding, firſt gave 
TRY * an extenſiye Government, and taught gy 
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_ the ſelfiſh to obey. But he in Youth, acquired the 


- Authority, which the firſt Rulers gained only with the 
Aſſiſtance of their venerable Age, which ſometimes 


from Prejudice. When Wiſdom appears without a 
reverend Aſpect, and hoary Head, it is ſupported only 
by its own Strength, our Opinion is conceived with- 


a WET the F ancy has no Share. 
But having mentioned his public Vietues,: I ſhall 
now take Notice of 'thoſe lefs extenſive, which how- 
ever were eſteemed his greateſt Merits by his Peggy. 
A young Lady whom, as I have given a paſtoral 
Name to the rural Heroine of my Story, I ſhall call 
Corinna, came into that Neighbourhood. Her Family 
was good, her Fortune conſiderable, and her Perſon 
beautiful. Soon after ſhe came into the Country ſhe 
accompanied the Gentleman and Lady ſhe was viſit- 


racer was too remarkable not to be frequently men- 
tioned; Corinna had heard him ſpoken of according 
to bis Merits; ; and here he was pointed out to her 
while he was attending his lovely Nymph, and deck- 


was as much efteemed by the People of the beſt Faſhi- 
on in the Country, as reſpected by thoſe of inferior 
Rank, and his Converſation equally admired, and 
Fought by all, he converſed with thoſe Corinna 'ac- 
companied, in which Diſcourſe ſhe joined... 
The Evening ended with a rural Ball en la fmooth 
. Gteen; Collin and his Miſtreſs, from the natural Reſ- 
pect pe commanded, began ite und by their-preat Ex- 
cellencel in that Divetfion, made ttwn'Eatettainiamerit 


to every one to Took at them; ; among which 0 
> ke 


was, who went away fully ſenſible, that Le 
Death, levels all Tnequality,” Her Pafioniarfit-fult 
Birth vs tob great to be-fuppretied; She ſought Wl 


* 


| £5, ; Oppor- 


impoſes on the Imagination, and obtains its Power 


out Error, and Reſpedt is the Gift of the! Heart, in 


ing, to a Fair in an adjoining Pariſn. Collin's Cha- 


ing her with all the beſt Products of the Fair. As he 
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Opportunities of converiing with Collin, and as he 


ſeldom ſpent any Time from home and his Peggy, un- 
leſs what neceſſary Buſineſs, or the Service of his 
Neighbours required, ſhe found no Means of ſeeing 
him often, but viſiting bis Mother, who being great- 
ly reſpected for his ſake, ſhe could the more Properly 
do it frequently. 

She knew Collin's Fogineſs for his Shepherdeſs but 
accuſtomed to the Inconftancy practiſed in higher 
Life, was not without Hopes that he might be tempted 


to change an old Paſſion for a new one. 


Corinna could not deny, that her Rival was 2 
compleat Beauty, but Vanity told ber ſhe was not in 
that Reſpect her inferior, and ſbe was inclined to be- 


lieve, that the Graces learnt in a more poliſhed Way 


of Life, muſt be more attracting, than plain Simpli- 
City and artleſs Innocence. Her Fortune too would 


have ſtaggered the Conſtancy of moſt Lovers, but ſhe 


little apprehended that the — ſhe hoped to win, 
was as much above mercenary Views, as he was above 


the Fickleneſs of lighter Minds, and Hearts leſs con- 


firmed in all virtuous Principles. She formed her 


Notions on what ſhe had obſerved in a Rank, where 
Hg; and Vanity tread every Virtue under Foot. 
With greater Reaſom ſhe hoped firſt to win the 


- Mother; in every Rank, Age bas its Share of Avarice. 
After a pretty long Intercourſe with her, ſhe hinted, 


that it was in her Son's Power to increaſe the 8 | 
cy, and to make her Duty, as well as her Eſteem, 


| his Mother' Due. 


The old Woman ſaw many Charms in Corinna's 


: Fortune, and repreſented her Paſſion to her Son in 
de moſt favourable Light. She loved Peggy indeed, 


but could not help preferring ſo wealthy an Alliance. 


The Propoſal ſhe made him met with no very favour- 
able Reception; Collin's Soul was above ſuch Views. 


eee his Mother that e bring him 
Wealth, 
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Wee [+ 52 alone could give him Happineſs; 


that her art ture ſuited his, whereas Corinna 
1 been Dy. ucated, where Romans end eeit 
hed over een abo ol bytes 
ee provident Mother emitted, no Arguments, to 
olpire} him with a Leve of Money; till, at laſt, con- 
vu that he would not comply with her Intreaties, 
ſhe informed Corinna how pnaralling her Endeavours 
had been. 
Corinna could not now retreat, in firſt aries her- 
ſelf ſhe had broken thro ms. and . her Paſſion 
Was increaſed by Oppoſition. She thought Love 
might inſpire her with Eloquence more perſuaſive, 
than the cold Intreaties of 4 Mother. Accordingly, 
adding all that Art could invent to improve the 


Charms Nature and Love had given her, ſhe tried 


every Way to attract, and confeſſed her Fondneſs for 
him with ſo much Softneſs and Modeſty, as might 
have ſhaken the Conſtancy of any other Man. She 
contrived frequent Interviews, and they were all em- 
ployed to the ſame Deſign of winning his Affections. 
His Mother aſſiſting ber, with repreſenting the Ad- 
vantages which would accrue from ſuch a Marriage, 
in the ſtrongeſt Ligbt, and trying, by her Perſuaſions, 


to add Force to Corinnas Charms. But the young 


Shepherd reſiſted both, nor would he even mention 
to his Peggy the Snares which were laid for him; wil- 
ling to ſave her from painſul Fears, which. Lovers on 
the ſlighteſt Occaſions, and wherever they may have 
Dependance on the Beloved's F * ate ſure to 
feel. Beſides, he was angling 48 
for his Mother. 


2+ % 


Love i is quick-ſighted; ; 2 had as. Ln 


| how cloſely her Lover was beſieged, and looked on his 


Silence concerning it as a bad Omen. Conſcious of 


ber own Poverty and Corinnas Wealth, ſue would 
not, by d leclaring her Fears, eke, or * Advan- 
nge 
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tage of, the Love the ſaw be ſtil retained for her.” Se 


could have wiſhed herſelf ſo difintereſteJ, as to. have 
willingly relinquiſhed him on an occaſion which ap- 
peared ſo much more to his. Advantage, but as that 
was beyohd her Power, ſhe was at leaſt determined 
to do nothing that ſhould prevent his Advancement. 


She was ſo humble as to believe her Charms inferior 
to Corinnas, and thought herſelf fo far from deſerv- 

ing Collin for a Huſband, that, when her Fears were 
ſtrongeſt, the lamented her own Imperfections, in- 


ſtead of blaming him for Inconſtancy to one, whom 
as eſteemed' not 'worthy to fix him. 


Grief and Anxiety impaired Peggy Health; She 
6 let Concealment, like a Worm in the Bud, feed 


on her damaſk Cheek, and with a green and yel- 
low Melancholy, ſhe fat like Patience on a Monu- 
„% ment, ſmiling at Grief. “ 

She was ſeized with a flow Fever, a common Con- 
folfueness of Vexation, which gradually undermining 
her Conftitution, at laſt reduced her to her Bed. 


Collin had long been uneaſy at herSickneſs, and often 


preſſed her to take Advice upon it, but ſhe, knowing 
the-Cauſe to be beyond the Power of A /culapius him- 
ſelf, would not conſent ; but when ſhe grew ſo very ill; 
her anxious Lover would no longer wait for her Pers 


miſſion, but Tent for a Phyſician, who declared her in 


Danger, and that he could no otherwiſe account 
foe her Diſorder than from Vexation, 
Collins Anxiety for her would not ſuffer him to 


be a Moment abſent ; he fat all Day by her Bed ſide, 


and-was ſcarcely able to take any Reſt at Night, 
The only Part of Collin“; Behaviour, which could 


gue Pengy any Reaſon to ſuſpect chat his Conſtancy 


46 giving Way to his Intereſt, was his being leſs at 


2 formerly; not perceiving this Alte ratic n 


was occaſioned by his Deſire of avoiding Corinna, Who 
; dei often ORE Mother, when mio knew he was 
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at Home. His tender and aſſiduous Attendance on Peg - 
y during her Sickneſs, renewed her Confidence in his 
Love; and gave Eaſe to her Heart; this went ſarther to- 
'avardsher Recovery than all the Doctor's Art could ſug- 
'peftzandthe'mended daily. When ſhe began to recover 
£1 her Strength, Collin ventured to inquire into the Me- 
laneholy to which her Phylician had attributed her 
Hineſs; and as ſhe was too ftirit an Obſerver of 
Truth to make Uſe of any Evaſion, ſhe was obliged 
to confeſs her Jealouſy. Collin was ſhocked to think 
that Love for him had ſo nearly deprived him of 
the Objeck of his Affections. He eaſily convinced her 
chat her Fears were vain, and his Heart above Incon- 
ſtancy. To prevent her ſuffering any more Uneaſi- 
neſs on the ſame Subject, he informed his Mother of 
the cruel Effects which had ariſen from the Encou- 
ragement ſhe had given to Corinna's Hopes, and her 
Endeavours to procure her Succeſs; at the ſame time 
declaring himſelf reſolved never more to converſe with 

D ted ain 516 b 01 ils 
Collin's Mother acquainted Corinna with her Son's 
"Reſolution. She, unable to bear living in that Neigh= 
bourhood without enjoying the Pleaſure of his Con- 
verſation, left the Place, and with Sighs reſigned him 

to the quiet Poſſeſſion of his envied Peggy. 
After this Proof of Collin's conſtant Affection, his 
Miſtreſs thought herſelf happier than ever, and reco- 
vered with even additional Bloom. The Tenderneſs 
of this Couple increaſed daily, and well pleaſed as 
Cullin was with the uninterrupted Intercourſe between 
them, yet his Mother could plainly ſee that he longed 
for à ſtill more intimate Union, and that his forbear- 
ing to marry; was making à great Sacrifice to his du- 
tiſul Regard and Affection for her. So extraordinary 
à Command over his own Paſſions, made her wiſhto 
recompence him, and ſhe could not help confeflingto 
© herſelf, that the Man who had fo long preferred the 
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Gtatification of her Intereſt; and Pride, to the com- 
pleating his Happineſs, deſerved; Indulgence in his 
Turn. Accordingly, ſhe: told them, ſhe would no 
longer be a Reſtraint on their Inclinations, and that 
ſhe thought ſhe could not do leſs in Recompepce-for 
what ſhe had made Peggy ſuffer, than to-infift,on 
their marrying. After which ſne would remove to a 
ſmall Houſe adjoining, wherein ſhe ſhould end her 
Days in Peace, rejoicing in their Happineſs, and _” 
out intermedling with their Affairs. 

Peggy. endeavoured to, perſuade. Collin a Mother to 
continue in her Houſe, and the Management of it ; 
aſſuting her, the ſhould find her as ſubmiſſive an Aſ- 

ſiſtant after ſhe became her Daughter, as while ſhe 
was more in the Capacity of a Servant. But herein 
ſhe was not ſeconded by Collin; who thought his Wife 
had a juſt Power over every thing that appertained ta 
him, and would not have married unleſs; he could 
have inveſted her with it. However, he had no c- 
caſion to declare his Sentiments, bis Mother. perſiſt- 
ing, in Oppoſition to all Peggy's Perſuaſions, to quit 
the Houſe. The marriage Day was fixed, the Banns 
were publiſhed; Collin ſettled his little Eſtate on his 
Mother, he and his Peggy deſiring nothing more than 
each other, and what din wen could gain 
them f HA 30; 3 10 7 1A 
All, the Ne ede N to celebrate this 
Wedding with Feaſts and Rejoicings.. One of the 
principal Gentlemen near the Place, deſired them to 
be his Gueſts at Dinner on their Wedding Day, and 
invited Company for a Ball, which the young Couple 
were to begin; for Collin's various. Virtues, and hp 
ey Beauty: and Behaviour, made them be received 
by every one, as if they had been of equal Rank, or 
which ene Policencls and ee Len e 
r 1H in 954 
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« Here my dear Carinthia,” ſaid Sabrina, ce you 
„ muſt allow me a little Reſt, without which I can- 
<< not get to the End of my Story z and as your 
4 Highneſs complained of being left in Suſpenſe, I 
«© chule this Period as my refting Place; ſince 1 can- 
«© not find another which promiſes ſo much Satisfac- 
«tion as this ſcemis to do; I would not cloud the 
fair Proſpect of ſuch a Sun-ſbine, by e en ui | 
Nat ration a few Days farther. . 

Many People, anſwered Carinthia, 66 ſpoil a 
« a good-natured Action by the Manner of doing it; 
6 from their great Fear, leſt the Motive ſhould not 
e be diſcovered, they boaſt it Till it rather hurts than 
«1 relieves. This, my good Sabrina, is a little your 
% Caſe; had you left off without giving any other 
“ Reaſon than your being tired, I ſhould have taken 
ee it for granted, that the tender Coup le had been 
e married directly; and leaving them to each other's 
Care, have thought no more about them. But by 
ae ſaying, why you fixed on this Period for à ſhort 
6 Ceflation, you raiſe che Impatience and Curieſity 

e vou 4retend to avoid exciting, and create Suſpenſe 
„% b -1w4)ing me, you will forbeargiving it me: Now 
ce is my Imagination at work to diſcover hat can 


46 prevent a Marriage ſo generally agreed upon, for 


ec had it been then compleated, your Story would 


ne ended ſoon enough to have given you Reſt. 
„ The Imaginations of young g People will wander, 
ec replied Sabrina, and they ſeldom fly fo far as When 
ee the Body is confined to one Place; it is the only 
70 May the reſtleſs Will can find to make itſelf a- 

de mends fer a diſagreeable Reſtraint, If your High- 
Ae ineſs s Lriagination will, turn Vagabond, I cannot 
cat preſent prevent it; 1 ſancy it will be returned 

6 Hfom its Excurſion without diſcovering the Cauſe 
0 of this Prevention, by that Time I ſhall be ſuffici- 


* eutly retreſhed to proceed.” 26 
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FTE 7 a tonbdirable Pauſe; unn wks 
Sabrina to relieve her, by relating the Truth, 
for ſhe found herſelf bewildered in her various Fan- | 
cies, and terriſied at che borrid ee the had de- 
viſeqeiob 10 150 
I did not; \lrideed,” YT enen a « abellete 
$6 your. Highneſs would wth the Truth; Reaſon leads 
us to account for Things in the moſt probable 
Manner, but the Imagination ſeeks Wonders, and 
et finds its greateſt Pleaſure in Amazement. It is like 
the fiiſt Heroes in fabulous Hiſtory, always in Search 
« of Monſters; not to flay them indeed; its Bulinets 
% On the: contrary. is to nouriſh them, till having 
« played with them ſo long that they are-grown quite 
© tame and familiar, the Imagination ſets out upon 
©« a new Search after greater Novelties. As you had 
“ given the Reins to your Fancy, I ſuppoſe you 
would ſooner have attributed the breaking off of the 
4 intended Marriage to an Earthquake, like the Au- 
* thor of Clelia, to the Approach of ſome! hoſtile; Ar- 
my, the raging of ſome fell Monſter, or any ſueh 
„ ſtrange and miraculous Incident, than to fo com- 
% mon an Event as Death; and yet, my Princeſs, it 
e Was that great Overthrower of all human Schemes, 
„ that power ſul Foe to the Views of ſhort - ſighted 
Mortality, and all the Proſpects of worldly: Happi- 
155:.nefs,] which diſappointed. the mmm 
$5: deſerving Couple. 129 102191q 18 
Ide Morning before the 8 8 their Hap- 
Pineſs was to be compleated, Collin was taken ill of 
e 02 eee a Fever 
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a Fever, which enereaſed ſo' faſt, that his Recovery 
was ſoon deſpaired of; and à few Days after that 
which had been ſo impatiently longed for, put a Pe- 
riod to 'a Life of moſt eſſential Benefit | to the whole 
Neighbourhood, and at once blaſted his Mother's 
only Joy, and made his Peggy a Prey to endleſs Grief. 
Collin preſerved his Senſes ſo perfectly, as to take a 
moſt affectionate Farewell of both; and though re- 
ſigned to his Fate, and expecting the fatal Period 
with true Fortitude, yet he could not bid a laſt Adieu 
to his affficted Peggy without mingling Tears with 
hers, though he ſuppreſſed, as far as he was able, arg 
Exprefſion of his Grief, in order to comfort her. 
Even at this Time, when Life appeared to bum ag” 
a bliſsful State, and yet what he muſt fo ſoon reſign, 
his benevolent Care for the Welfare of others conti- 
nued as ſtrong as ever. He ſent for ſuch of his Neigh- 
bours'as he had reconciled, or over whoſe Manners 
his Example and Advice' had Influence, and with an 
Eloquence which a true Senſe of Virtue alone can 
give, ſuperior to any Thing the artful Rhetorician can 
utter, he exhorted them to perſevere in Peace and 
Piety; gave them ſuch good Rules of Life, and en- 
forced them with fo much Reaſon and Affection as 
made his Audience join in moſt ſincere Lamentations, 
for the Man who could make even the laſt Moments 
of his Liſe ſo uſeful. When he had vented all 'the 
Dictates of his benevolent Heart; he defired to be left 
witk his Mother and Peggy. He endeavoured to mi- 
tigate their Affliction, by ſhewing the Uncertainty of 
all worldly Bleflings, the Inſtability of every earthly 
Enjoyment, and the fair Hopes of eternal Happineſs 
Which opened to his Mind ; till finding his Strength” 
decay ing faſt, he would gladly have prevailed:on them 
tonetire, that they might not behold the End u of the 
Life they loved; nor be feel, from their unutterable 
Grief, a Pain more bitter than the Pangs of Death; 
but 


* 
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but they could not be induced to leave the Room. He 
was ſupported by his wretched Peggy, as his Breath 
grew ſhort, till Death put a final End to it; he ex. 
pited in her Arms, telling her with his laſt Gaſp, as 
what he was ſenſible would be her only Conſolation” 
that after a few ſhort Vears were paſſed, iheyſhouldanect, 
never to part again, Death ſeized bim before he had 
entirely uttered the laſt Word; and ſeemed at ihe ſame 
Time to have cut the Thread of Peggy's Life. There; 
was ſuch Sympathy in their Nature, that the Breati 
forſook their Bodies at the ſame Inſtant, and ſhe re- 
mained in Appearance dead; nor could ſhe of a long 
Time be brought to herſelf, to lament that Exiſt- 

ence her Friends had ſo ele endeavoured to pr. 

ſerve. 

Tue whole Pariſh inowrnedi in their outward Cloath- f 
ing, as well as in their Hearts, for Collin. Peggy, 1 
though very young, and beautiful to Exceſs, never 
wore any Thing but Black after this fatal Period. 
But her natural Charms, void of Ornament or 
Chearfulneſs, were ſufficient to attract many Lovers. 
Among them was a young Gentleman of good Fortune 
in the Neighbourhood, extremely amiable in every 
Reſpect, who, a few Years after Collin's Death, 
omitted none of the Aſſiduity and Tenderneſs of Love;: 
to prevail with her to marry him; but her Heart was 
as obdurate to him as to the teſt: ; and ſhe proteſted; 
that no one-ſhould ever have that Title to her Aﬀec<* 
tions, which only Collin deſerved, or could obtain. 
When various Inſtances convinced People of the 
Firmneſs of her Reſolution, their Deſpair procured 
her Peace! The Name of Love encreaſed her Me- 
lancholy: - Merits,: which ſeemed to flatter the Poſſeſ - 
ſors of them with Hopes of prevailing over this un- 
corumon Conſtaney, by leading her to draw Com- 
N on y ne to renew her TOO for her de- 
. DAS 5: . ceaſed.” 
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ceaſed. Lover, who ſo far ſurpaſſed: them all. There 
| Was, nothing pleaſing in any Character, that did not 
make her regret, a-hew the Loſs of him, in whom 
every Excellence was united. If ſhe ſaw bad People, 


it likewiſe, encrexfed her Affliction, by inclining her 


| -19,x6pige-at;tbe Cruelty, of Fate that allowed Life to 


Tuck: Diſgracers of human Nature, When the World 
vas ſo ſoon deprived of one who did Honour to it. Her 
Heart was fo entirely filled with his Image, chat it be- 
| rn blended. with every Thought. 

.  Celiin's Memory did not only live in Peggy's Breaſt. 
On. the Anniverſary: of his Death ſlie was yearly ac- 
cumpanied by all the Neighbours to his Grave, on 
which they ſtrewed Flowers; and hung Garlands of 

Rue, Cypreſs, Roſemary, and Yew, on his Tonib- 
lone, weeping over it with as lively Grief, as if that 
ad been the Day of his Interment. - 

If the —— have an Agreement to ratify; they 
meet at Coilin's Grave, to make the Engagement 
Niore, ſolemn. If any Quarrels happen, ſome of the 
well-meaning. bring the contending Parties thither, 
and by recalling him, and his laſt Words to their Re- 
membrance, and, as it were, imploring the Influence 
of, his departed Spirit, er never fail of ander a 

| Reconciliation. 

There is nothing of Moment which is not Go 
tranſacted, even Lovers make their Vows there, and 
weep his Fate, while they oe containing how to ſe- 
cure the Happineſs of their own. . - 

_ Peggy remained with Collins Mother 3 has 

Life, endeavouring, by the Duty and Affection of a 
bild, to alleviate the Loſs ſhe had ſuſtained 3 and 
oreatly. as the old Woman loved her Son, Age ſo ſar 


wesgkaned ber Paſſions, that ſhe ſuffered much leſs? 


than her Comforter, . whom ſhe always called her 


n me a her e left 0 25 the: was 
worth. 
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:wofth. The Meaſure of Peggy! Sorrows were full 
before, ſo that the poor Woman's Deèath excited 
more Envy than Grief in ber; her firſt Affliction ſo 
entirely filled her erh that ſhe had Hrele Room for 

any atherui 0 0 RA 19 oi I 
_ Lor inna moſt affeRibrintely larneml6d: e Noel 
Shepherd; and her Jealouſy being buried in his Grave, 

ſhe loved Peggy through a Similitude'of Grief. She 

again came into the Country, and viſiting her, made 
her every Offer which ſhe thought might tempt ber to 
ſhare her Fortune and. Houſe, that they might mingle 

Sorrows, But though Peggy was grateful for Ver P 

nerous Behaviour, and loved her for the Affection ſhe 

bore to Collin, yet ſhe could not be perſuaded to re- 
move to any: farther Diſtance from his melancholy 

Remains; never failing, to the End of her Life, to 

viſit his Tomb Morning and Evening, weeping over- 

it with all the Diſtraction of a new Affliction; and 
when ſhe grew too weak to walk thither without Sup- 
port, ſhe got her Neighbours'to lead her, never omit 
ting her Sacrifice of Tears, till Death made her Eyes 
ceaſe to flow. She erected a handſome Monument 
over him, with the beſt Part of what liis Mother leit 
her, and herſelf wrote the Epitaph ſhe inſeribed on 
it; though the Subject was fo tender, and the molt 
expreſſive Words 25 ſo ſhort of what he deſerved; or 
ſhe felt, that ĩt was the melancholy Employ of almeft 
all the Years ſhe ſurvived him, which were ſo many; 
as rendered her a melancholy Proof that nothing kills 
ſo ſlowly as Grief, She was ſoon worn by it to à beau- 
tiful Skeleton; her Features could not be ſpoiled, her 
elegant Proportion, and natural Gracefulneſs of keis 
ſon, remained till the laſt ; but bet Cemplexion ens 
tirely loſt all. Frbſlineſs of Goloury Grief and Dejee® 
tion were imprinted” on her Countenance; ànd every 

Feature was impreſſed with the deepeſt Sorrow hr 

did her Heart ever enjoy one cheatful Moment. 

I 5 e 
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65 We now, my Princeſs,” continued . 
« 1 have ſpent a great deal of Breath in vain, if I have 
not ſhewn you that this Man's Life was more uſe- 
<« ful than that of great Kings and Conquerors, and 
<; that Riches, and legal Authority are not neceſſary 
<&,.to:; make Men of excellent Uſe. to Society. In 
i Collin appeared a Power founded on ſtronger Laws 
c than thoſe of Government, and in him we ſee true 
& Dignity not to be aped by Wealth and Titles. To 
<< every Condition in Life is given a Power of doing 
good; the Peaſant in his Cottage, as well as the 
6c -Prince upon his Throne, has his Share of it; and 
c whoever. will exerciſe his Portion to the utmoſt, 
c will find it is not confined within a very narrow 
« Compaſs. A benevolent Mind makes for itſelf 
<< the Power of exerciſing i it; it wins an Authority to 
<« the Perſon who is ſeen to poſſeſs it, which is built 
<<: on Reaſon, on Virtue, and on Self- love, and there- 
86 fore becomes as univerſal as the Knowledge of that 
% Diſpoſition reaches.” 
Tou are very perverſe, ſaid Carinthia, « to 
“ deny me the Indulgence I found in thinking 1 
„ might have ſome virtuous Motives for diſſik- 
c ing my retired Way of Life; I would in my De- 
. fence ſay, that affluent Circumſtances, or great 
[natural Talents, are requiſite to enable a private 
. Perſon to do good; but I know you will then tell 
t me that great Benefits may be conferred without 
% Money; and that a middling Underſtanding will 
4 direct a Perſon in the Choice of Right and Wrong, 
c provided their Paſſions are kept within the mode- 
166. rate Bounds of their Reaſon, That the Laws of 
16 Religion and Morality are ſo engraven on the Heart, 
4e that even thoſe who would. endeavour to be igno- 
E „ rant of them are not able to;compaſs it, for the 
© «<< imppertinent Intruſions of that in ward Judge called 
4+ Conſcience ; that Ty which no Rebellion can 
| ” expe] 
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« expel | Sa his Throne, and whom the moft bow 
« erful cannot diſobey with Enganfty; Wise Pu- 
« fuiſhiments are more ſevere than Palais Bull, of 
«© thy of the Forments which wanton Crueſty ever” 
e invented. "You would tell me that Laws; which it 
« is Every one's Daty to obey, are made obvious t 
« the (weakeſt Minds, and” fequire neither Learning 
ce nor Study to be difeovered;; and that to he mete 

e negatively good is not ſufficient for the meaneſt Per- 
& ſon. Therefore you ſee, my good Sabrina, I chuſe 
c to ſay it myſelf, and not to put ſuch an Affront on 
% you, as to ſuppoſe Þ can deceive you by ſpecious 
«© Arguments, while my own Reaſon confutes them. 

« Having given up all Title to a virtuous: Hatred 
« for my Retirement, I find I muſt ſubmit to account 
© for my Averſion from a youthful Love of Pleaſure. 
« Tn ſhort, I thirſt after Variety of Amuſements 
and can it be expected, that at my Age I ſhould be 
= contented to walk with the Beaſt joint Tenant of the 
& Shae, vwhenT hear of various Diverſions enjoyed 
„by my Inferiors? Is it wonderful that I ſhould'en- 
vy them their Mediocrity, ſince it puts them on a 
Level to enjoy every Pleafure ? 

I am very much inclined,” replied Saba 40 * 
« give your Highneſs an Inftanicez: how inſufficient 
© thoſe Amuſements are to a ſettled Happineſs, and 
e with how much Pleaſure renounced for rational 
e püfſuits. I have met with various Examples of 

e this kind, both in our own Kingdom and in my. 
« Travels; but I will not go far from home for one 
% Proof, that they keep the Fancy in a Flutter with- 
out affording the Mind any ſober Enjoyment, 
<< Which, fatigued with a conftant Search of Happi- 
"4 bels, ever nds itſelf diſappointed as ſoon as it ob- 
% tains Pofſeffon; and is obliged to fly after new 
"66 Things, which flatter it by ſome dazzling aper 
30 ances, to believe it will better Ain the Pains of 

. ne Purſuit. 
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“ Purſuit, The many Evils this gay Life brings on 
% thoſe who are given up to it, is often the Cure for 
ce the Deſire of them, in . thoſe whoſe Underſtandings 
« are capable of rational Enjoyments ; the trifling 
«« Mind. to purſue them becauſe it knows 
of otherz is called 
will leave Cleantho's Life to 


« a living Leſſon, 
„ preach Chae I would wiſh to inculcate.” 
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CLEANTHO aud ALINDA. 


EANTHO having loft his Parents in his Infan- 
* 


1 
2 Cy, was left to the Care of a rich maiden Aunt, 
who, delighted with' the Beauty of his Perſon, and 
the Sprightlineſs of his Genius, introduced him into 
the World, at an Age when all his Time ſhould have 
been employed in concurring with the Partiality of 
Nature, towards rendering him an Ornament to it. 
She took Care indeed that his Learning ſhould not be 
neglected; but it was ſo mingled with the Amuſgments 
of the Town, that it rather increaſed than leflened 
his Diſſipation. But the Faults in Cleantho's Educa- 


tion could not extinguiſh his natural Talents or Vir- 
tues, tho* by nouriſhing his Vanity, they raiſed a 


Cloud which greatly obſcured both. He had an un- 
common Share of Wit, was endowed with every 
Grace of Behaviour, and arrived very early at great 


Perfection in all faſhionable Accompliſhments. Theſe 


Advantages, with the Addition of a fine Perſon, Po- 
liteneſs, Sweetneſs of Temper, and a large Fortune, 
procured him the moſt agreeable Reception in all 
Companies, No one was thought ſo much to ani- 
mate Converſation, nor was a Party eſteemed. com- 
pleat unleſs he was of it. In ſhort, his own Sex were 
delighted. with him, and ours were charmed. 


| 
| 
j 
1 
| 
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This univerſal Approbation began long before Cle- 
anthg*'s Mind had had Time to acquire ſufficient Sted- 
dinefs to reſiſt the Vanity it naturally inſpired. He 
was never eaſy but in Company, as he always found 
himſelf. admired and _ courted. His Taſte was not 


only applauded, in every Reſpect, but became a, Rule 


to others. This tempted him to run into any Ex- 
pence that could ſerve to ſne it. There was nothing 
wherein he did not eclipſe the hitherto moſt Splendid. 
'Tho' he had already ſo many Houſes on his Eſtate as 
might reaſonably be thought burthenſome, he built new 
ones, in order to make known his Taſte in Architec- 
ture; he collected all kinds of Curioſities without 


having any Love for then; he entettained Multi- 
tudes of People whom he did not eſteem; created 


new Diverſions for which he had no Reliſh; paid bis 
Addreſſes to Women be did not like, if their Rank 
was ſuch as made him believe that the being known 
to receive Favours from them, would do him Ho- 
nour; and accumulated a vaſt Number of Books 
without having Time to read one of them. In ſhort, 
there was no Exceſs, no Expence, which he did not 


: 


give into, to prove that the Elegance of his Taſte Was 


= . 


univerfal. _ Ks 4s arg '- 
When Cleanths firſt beheld Alinda, he lived thus in- 
toxicated with Admiration, and labouring to give new 
Cauſe for it, tho', to the Ruin of a Fortune, which 
be could not but be ſenfible, was diminſfhing very faſt, 


but he had not ſufficient Power over His infattable Va- 
' nity, to reſtrain himfelf in Expences Which yielded it 
n nnn L243 


* 


To much Gratification. 


„ 


Alinda was fo univerfally admired, that it would 
have ſhewn want of Taſte, not to have mingled in 
Her Train. But, in 4 fhort Time, Cranthd became 
| Nan that this Purſult Would profiitce*? DE ns 
onſequences, and hives nydth ſtronger Effet on 

t white > had Hitherto 

een 
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been ingaged; ; they had employed his Time e 
encroaching on his Affections; but no Man, with a 
Heart young, and ſuſceptible of Love, could converſe 


with Alinda without receiving a very deep Impreſſion. 


The Favours of other Ladies had given Cleantho 
little Pleaſure, but in their, being publickly known; ; 
in every Look or Smile of Aba which he re- 
ceived from Alinda, he found a Joy ſo much ſuperior 
to what idle Vanity can inſpire, that he had no De- 
ſire to publiſh the pleaſing Preference he flattered him- 
ſelf the gave to him over her other Admirers. 

Here Carinthia interrupted Sabrina, by telling her, 
that ſhe was unpolite to her own Sex, in bringing 
Alinda fo abruptly into her Story, meerly for Cleantho 
to make love to; whereas, ſurely ſhe might treather 
with a little more Ceremony, and dignify her by ſome 
Account of her Rank, her Perſon, or any Circum- 
ſtances relating to her, that would prevent her ap- 
pearing more inſignificant than her Lover. 

Sabrina anſwered, that her Highneſs was very quick 
in her Reſentment for this fancied Indignity; that ſhe 
had not intended to paſs Alinda over ſo ſlightly as ſhe 
ſeemed to apprehend ; however, for the ful] Gratifica- 
tion of her female Pride, ſhe would immediately ſay 


the moſt of the Lady which ſhe could poſſibly re- 


collect. 
Anda, continued ſhe, was the only Daughter of 

a Gentleman of Faſhion and Fortune. When ſhe 
was about twelve Years of Age, ſhie loſt a very ten- 
der Mother, whoſe Indulgence was ſo great, as might 
have been hurtful to a Mind more ſuſceptible of bad 
Impreſſions than that of her little Favourite. 
058 Alinda', 5 Grief for the Loſs of ſo fond a Parent, 
was of longer Duration than her Father” s, for he Ga 
found in a ſecond Wife, perfect Coulclation for the 
Toſs of his firll. 

A : N Aulinda, 
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© linda, zon the contrary, in a little time experi- 
ericed, the 1997 Difference, which the imperious and : 
ſelf-intereſted Temper of her new Mother, made in x 
ber Situation. Her Father's Affection ſoon diminiſh- 
ed, but the Birth of a Child by his ſecond Wife, al- 
moſt .torally, extinguithed i it. The Speedineſs of this 
Lady Y Production promiſed great F ertility; which 
made bim WhO had no ſmall Attention to his own 
Intereſt, inform Alinda, that he would have her com- 
ply with the. Invitations of ſome rich Relations, who 
ſince bis Marriage, had often deſired ſhe might be 
ſent to them. He hoped their F ondneſs would pro- 
vide | for ber, and ſave him from the Neceſſity of be- 
ing at any Expence for that Purpoſe, as his Expecta- 
tions were not particularly placed on any one of them. 
That none might be difobliged, he determined ſhe 
ſhould divide her Time equally among them all. | 
" Alinda's firſt Viſit was to an Aunt of a very rigid 
Temper, who thought Indulgence and Familiarity the 
great Corrupters, of Youth.,. She eſteemed nothing but 
as it might one Day tend to the ſaving, of. Money. 
She therefore made her Niece ſpend all her Time in 
aſſiſting the Houſe-keeper, practiſing Cookery, and 
mending ne Family Linen. Reading ſhe called 
waſte of Time; and held in as low Eſtimation every 
other Accompliſhment, that. was, not a Part of f | good. 
uſewifery. , .. es 
linde found her Abode i in this Houſe. of Oeones; 
my very irkſome, and was rejoiced when the Time of 
her Releaſe came. She knew little of the Couſin to. 
whom ſhe was going, but imagined ſhe could not 
find one leſs agreeable to her own enen d to 
The Lady t to whom Alinda now went, was Rnd k 
ol a very different Mind from the former. She was / 
an go chal Saunterer, who expected poſs hat were 
with, Be K ould be as idle as Der; cons” hana 
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/ This Idleneſs proved more tireſome to Aliud "than 
any Bufinefs, and ſhe would have been, contented, to 
have again undertake the family Tconomy. N 

Her next Viſit was to a Relation who had ſeveral 

oung Ladies with her of equal Kindred with 4 
Ignorant of the Power of Envy, Alinda e pect ed 
great Pleaſure ſrom their Company, "but 55 505 
found her Couſins wete too jealous of the Superiority 
ſhe had over them, both in Beauty and Voderttand. 
ing, to admit her readily into their Amuſements. 
Their chief Application was to make the Houſe diſ- 
agreeable to her; a thing ſo eaſy. to be done, that 
the Tryal' ſeldom fails of Succeſs; a Perſon need but 
ſhew the Deſign of their Actions, and they become 
ſo at once. Generally little more is required to pleaſe 
or diſpleaſe, than letting appear an Inclination to do. 
the one of 'the other, However, theſe young Ladies 
were too induſtrious to uſe no other Means; they, like 
wiſe and laborious Workmen, took Care that every 
Word and Action ſhould tend to perfect the Work; 
and fo well was it all imagined and conducted, tbat 
Alinda very joyfully received Permiſſion from her Fa a- 
ther to go to an Aunt the had in Laurentum, our gay 
Metropolis. 

This Lady led a very gay Life; Alinda was} juſt 
arrived at an Ape to partake of it, and was of a Fat 
made to ornament” any Place where ſhe appeared. 
Her Aunt carried her to every Diverſion in an unin- 
terrupted Succeffion, The Vivacity of Alinda's Tem- 
per was very well ſuited to this Way of Life; where- 
ever ſhe went ſhe was always the moſt pleaſi ng, and. 
moſt pleaſed, of the Company. But her Gajety led 
her into no Imprudence. She atttacted all 8 5 | 
but confined” their Sentiments within the roper z 
Bounds of Reſpect and, Admiration. While ſhe” in- 
ſpirgd many with fincere PS: ſhe liſtened to 

none, 
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none; they might amuſe her youthful Vanity, but 
found they could not touch her Heart. 

No Love diſturbed her Peace, but that with 1 
ſhe had inſpired a ſet of young Relations, who fre- 
quented her Aunt's Houſe. Theſe, preſuming on the 
Liberty Alliance gave them, peſtered her. inceſſantly 
with their Paſſion, and made her find that Love had 

ſometimes as diſagreeable Effects as Hatred; for the 
Enmity of her female Couſins in the laſt Viſit the 
made, was not more deſtructive of her Peace, than 
the Love to which ſhe was now. expoſed. But what 
ſerved ſtill more to make her wiſh them actuated by 
the other Paſſion, was the Quarrels which aroſe be- 
tween them, thro' Jealouſy of each other; for which 
indeed they had no Grounds, being equally diſagree- 
able to her, tho” for different Reuſons; theſe Quarrels 
kept her in continual Feat of dreadful Conſequences, 
and were more painful to ins, than the 8 obliged 
to liſten to their Paſſion. | 

But the Time was come, when PR was berfelf to | 
experience the Pains of Lobe, and to ſuffer for her 
former Inſenſibility. She now became acquainted 

with Cleantbo. Vanity led him into no Error when! 
thought himſelf not ill received by her, for her Heart 
ſoon diſtinguiſhed him from others more than®ſhe _ 
would ſuffer her Behaviour to ſnew. The Diverſions 
which ſhe had before loved from Gaiety of Temper, 
now became more pleaſing, as ſhe was ſure of meet- 
ing Clantho there, who was too ſtrongly attracted by 
her Charms, to loſe any Opportunity of ſeeing her. 
Her Wit and Vivacity were ſo well ſuited to his own, , 
that their Attachment ſeemed natural; it might be 
called a ſort of Self. love, they: bore ſo great” a; Re- 
ſemblance to each other in thoſe Reſpecs. 

' Hlinda's Pleaſure! was not unmixed with Puin; the 
perceived that Vanity was predominant in 'Cleantho's- 
Mind. She was ſenſible it muſt. bake his Aﬀections 

too 
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too unſteddy to be relied on. Young as ſhe was, her 
Life had been leſs diffipated and the many difagreeable 
Circumſtances to which ſhe had been ſubjected for 
the Taſt two Years, had rendered her more thoughtful 
in Reality, tho“ not leſs gay in her Converſation. 
She could not wiſh to regain her Indifference by Ab- 
ſence,” and with Grief ſaw the Time of her Depar- 
ture approach. © To leave the Amuſements of the 
Town would have given her ſome Uneaſineſs, but 
as no Circumſtance touched her ſo nearly as parting 
with Cleantho, ſhe perceived no other Cauſe of her 
Regret. ' Love now recompenced her ſo well for the 
troubleſome Addreſſes of her Coufins, and their mu- 
tual Jealouſies, that ſhe eſteemed them ſmall in Com- 
pariſon to the Grief of retiring into the Country. Bu 
ſhe was not her own Miſtreſs, therefore was forced to 
bid adieu to Cleantho, and the Pleaſures of Laurentum. 
All the Power ſhe had over herſelf was to hide from 
him, the greateſt Part of what the ſuffered at bidding 
him Farewel," tho" ſome ſmall Signs of Grief 54 
their way, and gave a little Conſolation to Cleantho, = 
who felt more Pain from this Separation, than he had 
ever endured before on any Occaſion. 
Cleanths's Mind was not then capable of retaining 
long any painful Impreſſions; tho? Variety of Amuſe- 
ments did not quite efface her Image, yet they ſoon j 
enabled him to remember her with leſs Regret. 
Poor Alinda had not the ſame Aſſiſtance. She went 
to a Relation in the Country, who was fixed in a very 
melancholy” and deſolate Situation. Her Age and In- 
firmities did not ſuffer her to go Abroad, and ſhe, 
would not truſt Ainda out of her Sight. 
This Change of Life ill agreed with Alindd's Fife: 4 
and gave her many melancholy Hours. She had much 
Leiſure for the Recollection of former Entertain- 
ee _ no new ones o drive them "Tron: her 
Her 
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Her Viſit at this Place paſſed very tediouſſy, and 


ſhe more ardently wiſhed for the Expiration of it, 


becauſe ſhe had obtained a Promiſe from her F ather, 
Bok. he would permit her to ſpend a little Time with 
| BY unt, who lived at no great Diltance from the old 
* at whoſe, Houſe ſhe then wass. 
da went to; her new Viſit wich tho and was 
received with equal Satisfaction. She had been fond 
of this Aunt from her Childhood, who had always 
treated her with Tenderneſs. be: was a Woman of 
great Merit, Senſe, and Learning, — Here Carinthia, 


probably weary of keeping Silence ſo long, inter- 


rupted Sabrina, with telling her, ſhe was ſurprized 
ſhe ſhould mention Learning as a bright Part of the 


Lady's Character, when. ſhe. had ſo often told her, 
that there was nothing for which a Woman was ge- 


nerally ſo much cenſured, ridiculed and hated, in the 


World; adding, that ſhe was either injudicious in ber 
Commendation, or inſincere i in her en of the 
Opinions of Mankind. - +. | 
_..£<_ Your, Highneſs,” . Ae 60 lay 
© me a little unjuſtly, Men hate us if they think 
&« us learned, but deſpiſe us if we want the Im- 
„ provements which only Reading can produce. The 
&« infolent Condeſcenſion with which they are apt to 
60 „ert us in Converſation, ſhews: us how low the 
norance they attribute to us, makes us be eſteem- 
« e by them. They think they do us Honour, while 
6 they are numbering our Attractions, tho' they in- 


” clude, none but what they might find in a Monkey 


or a Maid Servant; ſomething made for their A- 
« muſement and Convenience an Animal to undend 
« the Mind of important Man, or to labour ſor bis 
&« Service. They flatter us, in our Follies to Reap us 
& All Fools, and while our Ignorance, and the In- 

CANO of our Underſtandings, are made Argu- 


65 aden for our Junges we are /perſecuted-if we: 


aim 
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] c aim at Improvement. If we ſhould by per, 
| e gain the Learning on which Men value themſelves, 


6s we mult conceal it as if it were a Crime. 
Some better Reaſon,” fays Carinthia, . * — 
e carr expect to have given me by one of my 125 
5 Sex, is required to make me agree to the Im 
«+, priety of Leatning for a Woman; if it is Jefflve⸗ 
| << tive of one of the moral Duties, or neeeſſarily de- 
| « ftroys. any of the pleaſing Graces of Behaviour, it 
f © ſhould be denied to both Sexes; but if no ſuch evil 
« Conſequence attends it, whether it improves th 
46% Mind, or merely amuſes it, what robs us of our 
{ d natural Right to partake of its Advantapes? Tf 2 
| % Underſtandings are made by Nature inferior td 
„ thoſe of Men, Inſtruction is more neceſſary; the | 
c beſt Heart, if not guided by good Senſe and Judg- 
= ment, is of ſo little general Benefit, that for the 
Good of Society all its Members ſhould be mide 
Sr as wile, as Nature, with the beſt Cultivation, will 
permit. But, added Carinthia, we have ſuffefe 
_ *, our Eagerneſs for aſferting a female Right to Learn- 
ing, to interrupt your Narration too long, there- 
<< fore let the Converſation end dere, and reſume your 
„ Ctory- ibo 

% That I will the more readily do,” anlwete] 
Sabrina, & for the little Reſt you have given ad 
Me muſt return to the old Lady who occaſi ed 
this Digreſſion . 

She found her Niece's Mind difBpated' ac chi 
ed, from the various Ways of Life ſne had gone 
through ; and uſed her utmoſt Endeavours to compoſe, 
it, and bring her to her Wanne, hone Em and Tr; n- 
Jar runs re pk oor to bail ad 5 

Alindu was charmed Wich ner Aunt's Goddiich | 
and willing even to give up the Thoughts of feeing 
Cleantho-for the Peace ſhe now enjoyed, and the Im- 
— was ſenſible ſhe might receive _ 
* is 1 0 


190 A Journzy.through LIF E. 
old Lady's Inſtructions; therefore preſſed her Father 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms to ſuffer her to remain with 
her Aunt. But as ſhe was one from whom Alinda 
could not expect any Encreaſe of Fortune, her Fa- 
ther's whimſical Coyetouſneſs prevented him froni 
complying with her Requeſt; and ſhe was obliged to 
begin again the diſagreable Round of Viſits among 
her Relations, who were more deſirous of her Com- 

y for having once enjoyed it. LL 
The old Lady gave her beloved Niece. all the Ad- 
vice which ſhe thought might enable her to bear, with 
the greater Eaſe, the Variety of Tempers to which 
ſhe was going to be ſubject; and lent her Books to 
amuſe her, in the little Leiſure ſhe could obtain. 

By means of this kind Care, Alinda went through 
her ——— Viſits with leſs Detriment to her Mind, 
but not with leſs Force on her Inclination than be- 
fore; for the great Deſire ſhe. retained for returning 
to che Tranquillity of which ſhe had ſo ſhort En- 
joyment, made them more uneaſy. to her than ever. 

Anda could with Time have reconciled herſelf to 
any Way of Life, but the quick Changes ſhe went 
through would not permit it. As ſoon as Cuſtom 
began to make ſome Things eaſy, ſhe was removed to 
the contrary Extreme, and the Labour of reaſoning 
herſelf into 22 was to begin again. 

owever, when her Return to Laurentum came i in 
Courſe it gave her Pleaſure. She ſaw Clæantho again, 
and he appeared the ſame both in his admirable Qua- 
lities, and in bis Admiration of her; for the Sight of 
her renewed. the Flame which Abſence had in Ap- 
pearance almoſt extinguiſhed. | Midaice 
But great as the Share was which. ſhe had of Clan- 
the's Heart, Vanity ſtill retained its Seat. Love pro- 
| eg him great Happineſs, in an Union with Alinde, 
but the Decreaſe of his Fortune made him want an 


Addition which he Knew he could not hope for Soom 
„ | her. 


1 
1 


i 
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her. Vanity too inelined him to deſire an Alliance 


with ſome Family of greater Diſtinction. Theſe Rea- 
ſons, though not ſtrong enough to make him deſiſt 
from His Purſuit, were ſufficient to er his fotm- 
eee of marrying her. | 

Alinda pretty well knew the great Rival ſhe lad in 


his Affections, and was convinced it was too formida- 


ble for her to contend with. She had no Expecta- 
tions of being united to him, but yet could not think 


ol rendering it impoſſible by marrying any other Per- 


ſon, which prevented her liſtening to the Addreſſes 
of many Men, Who by Birth and F ortune were ſupe- 
rior*to/ Cleantho, but whoſe Vanity was ſo much leis, 
that their higheſt Ambition was to obtain the Heart 
and Perſon, which, he thought, were not alone worthy 
of his Acceptaiions: 

Alinda's Father hearing of the many v Propofals which 
had been made her, was extremely angry ſhe accept- 
ed none; and fearing from it that ſhe had placed her 
Affections imprudently, he ordered her to return to 
the ſickly old Lady beforementioned, thinking her 


there ſafe from all Courtſhip. 


Alinda had not been long in the Country, beste 


the Appearance of a very pretty young Lady in Town 


drew the Attention of many, and particularly of Cle- 
antho, who determined to make his Addreſſes to her; 


not om any particular Inclination for her Perſon, bat 


2 her Fondneſs for her Huſband piqued his Va- 
He could not bear any Man but himſelf fhould 
be fo tenderly beloved, and determined to endeavour 


to make her Heart acknowledge him to be the more 


amiable. | +4882 


©» This young Lady, whom I Mall cal eh 
been married to Leander near three Years, during 


which Time they had lived in all the uninterrupted 


_ Happineſs that mutual Affection can give. They had 
"REVEF viſion for any Pleaſure _ the Converſa- 


4 | tion 
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tion of each other; but a Lawſuit obliging Leand:r 


to appear at Laurentum, to avoid the Pains of Sepa- i 


ration Aminta accompanied himthither. 

This was the bliſsful State which Cleanths. had 
formed an Intention to deſtroy. Not that he had 
ever looked on his Purpoſe in this Light ; he thought 
this an Opportunity of ſhewing the Triumph of his 
Charms, but never reflected on the unhappy Conſe- 
quences of this Vanity. _ 

Aminta's Heart was leſs fickle than Cleantbo i ima- 
gined, Leander Image was too deeply engraven to 


de effaced; but her Ignorance of the Cuſtoms of tbe 


Town gave Cliantho the Power of making himſelf 
appear favoured, which was his principal aim. 
Leander's only Fault was a Tincture of Jealouſy. 


He was one of the firſt who obſerved Clęantho's Pur- 


ſuit of Aminta, and: ſuſpected her of | harbouring a 
growing Affection for him. He could not declare a 


Suſpicion, which he thought it unjuſt to conceive 


without ſtronger Proof; but it ſo changed bis former 
Tenderneſs ot Behaviour, that Home began to appear 


terrible to Aminta. Believing that a Diſlike to Lau- 


rentum occaſioned this Alteration, ſhe grew impa-- 
tient for their Return into the Country, hoping there 
to find the ſame Happineſs ſhe had formerly enjoyed.“ 
As the Uneaſineſs of his Temper, and the Melancho- 
ly i it had occaſioned in her's, made her ſeek for Diſ- 


ſipation in public Places, Leander looked on the De- 


ſire ſhe expreſſed for returning into the Country as 
an Artifice, to blind his Eyes to the Pleaſure ſhe — 
in a Town-liſe. Thus tormented by Suſpicions, he 


miſtook all the Effects his Unkindneſs had on the 


tender Heart of his Aninta, for Proafs of her Love of 


another. At length, no longer able to endure the 
Torments his Imagination continually inflicted on 
TR he ne man Dich: ſhould either render 
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him inſenſible to all Pain, of revenge him on Cle- 


antho. © © 
When he wont Wit home do eneene this: pred, 
he left behind him a Lener to e in une ow 


ing Terms: = 4. 


4.1 3 your a ads A few Months ago, 


« have appeared to me the cruelleſt Mis fortune; but 
I am now reduced to wiſh to ſubflitute a State of 
„ Inſenſibility to the Bliſs 1 then enjoyed, and am 
% going in hope of receiving 
c verance from a Life which he bas made miſerable. 
« The kindeſt Wiſn I can make for you, is, that 
«© you may never call to Mind the Happineſs we a" 
* enjoyed, or the conſtant and tender Aſſection 
« have always borne you. But yet pardon me, if 
my Reſentment get fo far the better of my Love, 
« as to make me wiſh my Death may —— youu 
* more fenfible of what Laue from you. 


4 


Ckaantlo nad La bought with equal: Courage, 
but the Rage which actuated Leander, and rendered 
him entirely indifferent to his own Safety, occaſioned 
his receiving a Wound which the 2 on ene 
believed mortal. | 

Aminta had ſcarcely finiſhed- reading Leu Let- 
ter, which had not been — delivered to 
her, when his Body was brought in. She was di- 
ſtracted with the cruel Effects of this unfortunate Jea- 
louſy, which, if declared, would at once have deen 
conceived and ended. 


Aminta's Grief, Wan e whole: Month that Lean | 
Deſcription: ; 
Nor was itdifpelledby the favourable Symptoms which, 
at the Expiration of that Time, began to appear; for 
ſhe found, that the Cure of bis Suſpicions was more 


ders Life was deſpaired of, was beyond 


difficult than that of his Wounds. 


Vol., I. K Clantho 


from Cleantho a Deli- 
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_ i, Cleantho at firſt abſconded, till he could ſee the 
Event of this Duel. During this Confinement, he 
found ſome Satisfaction in thinking this Eclat would 
convince the World, that he had triumphed over the 
envied mutual Love of this unhappy Couple. 
But this Reſtraint ſoon grew uneaſy to Cleantho; 
and the more ſo, as it obſtructed another Courtſhip in 
which he was engaged. At the Time he was thus 
cruelly tormenting Leander, he began to make his Ad- 
dreſſes to a young Lady of Qualityz-whoſe Fortune, 
though not very great, was ſufficient to. draw him out 
of conſiderable Difficulties wherein he was involved, 
his Eſtate being deeply mortgaged, and bis Debts fo 
great, that he owed his Liberty to the Privileges of 
Parliament. He hoped by an Alliance with a Wo- 
man, whoſe Family was in Power, to obtain Prefer- 
ment, which he had long been promiſed. 
The Lady did not doubt but the Duel Cleanths had 
fought was occaſioned by an Amour, but his Fortune 
was reputed ſo great, that ſhe overlooked any Objec- 
tions which might. have been made on that Account, 
by a Woman, Who had loved Clæantho more than his 
te. 

Leander's Recovery reſtored Cleanths to the 1 
of purſuing every Scheme which might procure him 
Eaſe of Circumſtances; but his Thoughts were a 

while ſuſpended from this Purſuit, by an Account 
which was given him, of the Diſagreement ſtill ſub- 
fiſting between Leander and Aminta, who, he heard, 

were no longer able to live together, ab” hs that 

perfect Confidence which had once ſubſiſted between 

| them, but was now not to be recovered; he not be- 

. Ing able to conquer his Suſpicions, nor lhe the Re- 
ſentment ſhe conceived at his harbouring them. They 

buoped, with loſing Sight of each other, to loſe 2 

Pains they lived in, and came to a Deen to 
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Cleanibo now felt all the Horrors of his Proceed- 
ings. As the Virtues one would wiſh in a Man's 
Compoſition were placed in his Heart, though Vani- 


ty had drawn ſo thick a Covering over them, that 


they had long been imperceptible : He no ſooner be- 
came ſenſible of his Error, than he endeavoured to 
repair it. He went to Leander's Houſe, where he 
found him and Aminta in Tears, ſettling ſome neceſ- 
ſary Preliminaries to their Separation. He addreſſed 
them both, gave himſelf all the Cenſure he deſerved, 
and fet forth the Folly and Immorality of his own 


Conduct with ſuch Earneſtneſs and Truth of Heart, 


that even Leander thought him too ſevere to himſelf. 


Cleauths ſhewed him how blameleſs Aminta had 


ever been, and how free ſhe was from ever ſhewing 
any Partiality to him. In doing her this Juſtice he 
expoſed himſelf with ſo much Sincerity, and made 
her Indifference to him appear fo plainly, that Leander 


could no longer remain unconvinced of her Truth and 


Conſtancy; overcome with Joy at finding his Suſpi- 
cions groundleſs, and choaked with Shame for having 
harboured them, his Behaviour was compoſed of filent 
Raptures, and Tokens of Concern for the Injuſtice 
he had done her. Their Tears ftill continued; but 
now aroſe from a Joy too great for any other Utter- 
ance, inſtead of the Grief which had firſt occaſioned 


them. Aminta was too generous to ſuffer Leander to 


blame his jealous Temper, ſhe accuſed her own In- 
experience, and Ignorance of the World, as having 
given him Reaſon to blame her Conduct. I have 
heard Cleantho fay, that he ſcarcely ever enjoyed ſo 
refined a Pleaſure as during this kind Conteſt between 


them, nor ever hated an Enemy ſo much as he then 
did himſelf, for having diſturbed ſuch true Felicity. _ 
e muſt confeſs,” interrupted Carinthia, I think 


cc his Hatred was well grounded; for I know nothing 


more deteſtable, than to deſtroy a rational Happi- 
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% Places, and rather choſe to 


4 neſs, enjoyed by two People who truly deſerve it, 
« merely to gratify a pitiful Vanity, which ean give 


es but ſmall En; oyment, and merits rr but * 


« appointment.“ 

5 And yet,” anſwered Sabrina, « your Highnek 
e would ſee ſuch frequent Inſtances of this in the 
& World, that you would ceaſe to look on it with 
4 Horror. Vanity is the great Source of Action, it 


& equally governs a Hero in his laſt Moments, as it 


<< does pretty Miſs in her Hanging- ſleeves; the Ob- 
& jects only differ. Fortunately, Vanity makes ſome 
50 — by leading People often to virtuous Ac- 
ce tions, which their Hearts do not direct f therefore 
ce e may the better bear with Evils ariſing from it.” 
& We will leave this Subject, if you pleaſe,” r e- 
plied Cærinthia, for I have ſome Curioſity to — 
whether this Union ſubſiſted long between Leander 
« and Aminta; for I ſhould imagine, that Ruptures 


ec between Friends ſhould reſemble Fractures in CHi- 


< na, they may be joined, but will ae be liable 
to come aſunder again.“ 
In the general,” ſays Sabrina, cc your Opinion 


C“ will prove true; but ſometimes theſe Ruptures may 


bear greater Relemblance to a broken Bone, which, 
& if once well knit, becomes ſo much the ſtronger 
cc where the Fracture was, that it is leſs liable to 
c break there than at any other Part of the Limb. 
« Such was the Caſe with this Pair; Aminia taking 
c Warning by the Proof ſhe had had of the Jealouſy 
<< of Leander's Temper, determined Laurentum ſhould 
« afford her as quiet a Confinement as their Country 
«© Seat; and, during the reſt of the Time they re- 
< mained in Town, avoided , and public 

nd Cuſtom and 
«Faſhion, than to hazard. the leaſt Diſturbance of 
& Leander's Temper. Leander had ſuffered too ſe- 


« Yr by keeping ſecret Ws fasten, not to re- 


& ſolve 
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% folve on à more open Behaviour for the future; 


« and he gave his Word to Aminta, that hencefor- 
«.ward, if he took Umbrage at any thing in her Be- 
« haviour, it ſhould be declared as ſoon as conceived. 


* Thus you ſee, if they had afterwards diſagreed, it 


«| would have been more likely to have happened on 
any other Subject, than on that which had occaſi- 
«< oned them ſo much Uneaſineſss. 

Since we have ſettled theſe good People in the 
«© moſt perfect conjugal Felicity,” ſaid Carinthia, 
«we will, if you pleaſe, return to Cleuntha, to whom 
<« I ſhall not wiſh the like if he forſakes Alinda, for this 

* richer Lady. Had the Diſtreſs his Vanity occaſi- 

«© oned any laſting good Effect upon him? 
No,“ anſwered Sabrina, People are not fo 
<< eaſily reformed, their own Sufferings will not often 
c cure them of eicher their Vices or their Follies, and 
«jt is ſeldomer ſtill they reap this Benefit from any 
<« Pains they inflict on others.” Cleantho's Vanity, 
by long Encouragement, was grown too ſtrong-to be 
eaſily conquered, and the various Unealineſſes with 
which he was oppreſſed, made Thought fo much his 
Enemy, that he durſt not give it the Power of work- 
ing any Reformation. He returned to his former 
Way of Life, and even ſought Diſſipation more than 
ever, to chace away all Reflections on the low State 
of his Fortune; and the cruel Pangs he felt" at the 
Fhoughts of ſacrificing his Love, to his Intereſt and 
Ambition; for his Heart never more acknowledged 
the Power of Alinda's Charms, than when he Was 
going to bid adieu to her for ever. ; 

As of all Faults we Women are moſt inveterate 
againſt Tnconſtancy, your Highneſs will Pally be 
te angry wien Clean#bo, for finding that his lea 

Alinda Was not N any Renin in 808 Aber 
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Sabrina was not ſorry that ſhe. was here interrupt- 
ed, and obliged to deſer the denise of her Story 
uns Wer Dinner. | 


CL E. X. 
Concluſion of the Hiſtory of CuranTho and 
ALINDA. 


HEN Dinner was over, Sabrina continued her 
Narration in the following Manner. ; 
Misſfortunes ſeldom work any great Reformation, 
while there remains a Hope of redrefling them ; fo 
long as the ſame vain Purſuits flatter the Fancy with 
Proſpects of future Succeſs, they are ſeldom relin- 
quiſhed; it is only by the deſpair of theſe, that Rea- 
ſon obtains the Command over a Perſon, who has 
once been ſo led aſtray, as to renounce all the ſub- 


| ſtantial Bleflings ſhe offers to her obedient Subjects. 


Cleantho was not yet reduced to this deſperate 
State; the Relations of his intended Bride having 


procured him the Poſſeſſion of a Place he had long 


ſolicited ; Hope ſtill dawned in upon him, and gave 


ſome Relief to his Spirits. 


As the receiving an Employment Wirten his Seat 


in Parliament, he was obliged to go down to his Bo- 


Tough to be re-choſen. He had not been able to 
raiſe a very conſiderable Sum of Money, neither did 


be imagine it would be neceſſary, as the Borough had 
belonged to his Family, had received great Obliga- 
tions from many of them, and particularly frei him- 


ſelf. | 
But a Citizen, whoſe Name had never till 1 


beet bead of there, oppoſed him, and ſhewed Clean- 
ho that preſent Bribery is much more powerful than 


a Obligations. They were ſenſible of no other 
Merit 


# 
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4 Merit than what was contained in the Candidate's 
4 Purſe ; in this Scale of Deſert, our Hero was found 
Light; the Balance of Caſh was wholly on the Citi- 
zen's Side, and conſequently, on the Poll it was ſo 
too, when the Votes were computed. In fhort, poor 
Cleantho was reduced to return to Laurentum, to ſeek 
Means of being choſen at ſome other Place. 

Cleantha now found how material this Diſappoint- 
ment was to him. His Creditors, who had long been 
prevented by the Privilege of Parliament from uſing 
any more. powerful Means of procuring Payment, 
than preſſing Remonſtrances, were glad of an Op- 
inen of trying more forcible Methods than 
Words, which he was accuſtomed to diſregard. 
One Day, as he was getting into his Coach, he was 
arreſted. He got Bail indeed directly, but he was no 
longer able to elude the Demands of his Creditors, 
but by ſolemn Promiſes of diſcharging all his D<bts 
as ſoon as he was married; part of which his Wife's 
Fortune would do, and to ſatisfy the Remainder, he 
was determined to ſell as much of his Eſtate as was 
requiſite to raiſe the Sum. e 

Cleantho's ill Fortune was not to ſtop here. The 
Lady heard of his being arreſted, which led her to 
make more exact Inquiry into the State of his Affairs, 
than ſhe before thought neceſſary. As ſoon as fhe 
learnt the bad Condition they were in, it is not won- 
derful if the violent Affection ſhe had ſhewn, which 
was, placed entirely on his Fortune, ſhould diminiſn 
in Proportion as that loſt of its Value; a mortgaged 

Eſtate was not an Object for her Love, ſo ſhe deſired 


Cleantha to deſiſt from his Viſits and all Pretenſions 


to her. ; | | 
Tho Ambition, as the nobler Paſſion, will often 
get the better of Love, yet its Diſappointments are 
not attended with .ſuch ſevere Pangs. The Lady's 
Behaviour mortified e Vanity, and diſappoint- 
EN | ER 1 ed 
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ed his Views, or, more properly ſpeaking, his Neceſ- 
ſities, but was not ſo afflictive to him as if it had 


wounded. his Heart. Tho' nothing was now left him 
but to appoint. Truſtees for the Sale of his Eſtate and 


the Satisfaction of his Creditors, yet he felt a little 


lighter, for being delivered from a Woman he could 
not love, and at Liberty, at leaſt, to indulge the 


Remembrence of Alinda. 
But he had little Time to enjoy that design, 


all his Diſappointments ſeemed in a Chain, the laſt 


Link of which gave him a ſeverer Blow; for now the 
Relations of her who was to have been his Bride, ac- 
quainted him, that the Place he enjoyed was ſuch, as 
they could not juſtify the giving toa Man who was 
not in Parliament, therefore they expected he ſhould 
reign that, and the firſt that ſhould fall, and was 
agreeable to him, ſhould be at his Service. 

Cleautho found himſelf much diſtreſſed by the Lok 
of that Place. He bad put his Eſtate out of his own: 
Power ; he could hope tor no immediate ſupply from 
it, and perceived that when all his Debts were diſ- 


charged, the Overplus would but juſt afford him a 


Subſiſtence, in the moſt retired Way of Life. He 
ſaw himſelf ſnunned by the People who had before 
aſliduouſly courted his Acquaintance, and moſt of all 
by thoſe on whom he had conferred Obligations. In 
ſhort, from being the Object of general Admiration, 
he fell at once into Neglect. His Wit no longer 
pleaſed, his Taſte ceaſed to be applauded. If he ap- 
plied to his Friends at Court for a good Place, it was 
either too conſiderable for a Man out of Parliament | 
or was promiſed already; if for a ſmall one, it was 
beneath him, and he muſt wait for ſomething Her. 

The ill Treatment he thus met with fem be 
World, brought him at laſt to Reflection. He Was 
reduced to live quite alone, and found that the Poor 
and — may poſſeſs their Solitude without In- 


terruption. 
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terruption. This Exceſs of Adverſity infpired A juſt 
Senſe of the Vanity which had occaſioned it. He 
began to perceive the little Reaſon he had to be flat - 
tered with the Applauſe which had been given bim. 
Convinced that he was now arrived at a Temper 
of Mind, which promiſed him more Happineſs in Po- 
verty, than he had enjoyed amidſt the Hurry of his 
utmoſt Affluence, he endeavoured to improve it, and 
to obtain from Reaſon, a full wan for what he had. | 
loſt by. Riches, 
White Cleantho was thus gaining Wiſdom i in the 
School of Adverſity, Alinda came to Town ; ſhe had: 
gained her Liberty by the Death of the old Lady 
— whom ſhe had lived ever ſince ſhe left Lauren- 
tum. This Lady bequeathed her a Fortune ſufficient 
to afford ber an agreeable Independence. As Ab- 
Fats had not obliterated the Remembrance of Chan- 
tho, the firſt Uſe ſhe made of becoming her own 
Miſtreſs, was to nepal to the Flace where ſhe hoped 
to ſee him. 2 | 
| When linda came to Laurentum, her. firſt Buſineſs 
was an Enquiry after Cleantho. She ſoon learnt all“ 
that had befallen him, but unlike his other Friends, 
he was the more endeared to her by his Misfortunes. 
She was convinced that his Heart and Underſtanding. 
were both ſo good, that he muſt have loft all his 1 : 
Faults with the Splendor of his Fortune. She made 
no doubt, but that the Sufferings Vanity had inflicted, 
muſt have revived, in their native Brightneſs, all thoſe. 
V iz: —_— while encouraged, by Flattery, it had 
. She wiſhed to ſee him, to be a Witneſs of. 
ee which her Imagination repreſented to her, 
es not altogether ſo caſy ; for the bad 2959 
¼iis Affairs, and the new turn of his Mind, 
: "much at Home. But Alinda, who had 
| Jn *. 2 Woman in her Diſpoſition, to Kr 
| ana a Purpoſe _ had ones formed, and a. 
| K 5 Share. 
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Share of Ingenuity that promiſed her Succeſs, found 
Means to be introduced to a Family, where ſhe un- 
derſtood Cleantho ſpent almoſt all the Time which he 
did not paſs in his Study. They were People who 
Had been extricated out of great Difficulties by his 
 Generofity ; and the only Perſons out of a great Num- 
ber equally obliged by him, who had behaved with 
Gratitude and ſincere Attachment to their Benefactor. 
 Alinda had left ſo laſting an Impreſſion on Clean- 
tho's Mind, that he received great Pleaſure from 
meeting her; and the Houſe of his Friend became 
more frequented by him, for the many Opportunities 
ſhe gave him of ſeeing her there. She perceived in 
him the Change ſhe hoped to find, and almoſt loved 
the Misfortunes which had made him as rational, as 
he was before entertaining. The Freedom with which 
they converſed, greatly encreaſed the Paſſion on both 
Sides; every Interview ſhewed them new Charms in 
each other, but as Clantho's Love grew more ten- 
der, he became more ſilent on the Subject. He be- 
ſieved he was not looked on with Indifference by 
Alinda, but he could not rejoice in her Senſibility, as 
it threat'ned her Happineſs with ſevere Interruptions, 
which would give him more Pain than he could feel 
from deſpairing of a Return to his Paſſion. He knew 
not in what Manner to a& in this Perplexity ; he 
found himſelf moſt powerfully attached to her by Af- 
fection, while he was ſeparated from her by want of 
Fortune. As for himſelf, he was ſenſible that Pover- 
ty could inflict no Pain equal to what he mult ſuffer at 
parting with her, but he could not bear a * It 
of involving her in any Difficulties; and was contci- 
ous that his ſhattered Fortune would not afford her a 
Competence, nay, not even a. Subſiſtence, if a Fami- 
ly ſhould arife from their Union. He was intirely 
ignorant of the Change in her Circumſtances, for ſhe 
had kept it ſecret, tho” it had ſerved for his . 
fs | 25 QI 
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for knowing his preſent Exigencies, ſhe ſent him a 
ſufficient Sum as from an unknown Hand; the Re- 
ceipt of it he had mentioned with Gratitude, tho”, to 
be reduced to ſubſiſt by the Generoſity of an unknown 
Perſon, was a little irkſome, but he bore this Humili- 
ation as a Puniſhment juſtly due to his Folly, . 

When the ſettling Cleantho's Affairs permitted the 
Departure from Laurentum, which the Scantineſs -of 
his remaining Fortune required, he could not take 
his Leave of Alinda, without breaking the Reſolution 
| he had made, and for ſome time kept, of burying 

his Paſſion in Silence. He informed her of the Ne- 
ceſſity he was under of retiring into the Country, and 
oppreſſed with the Pain it gave him, he confeſſed it 
was the only Conſcquence of his former ill Conduct, 
which now occaſioned him any Uneaſineſs. He told 
her, the had taken from him the Senſe of all other 
Evils, but had created one far greater than them all; 
for that what he had before felt, were trifling to the 
Pangs of hopeleſs Love; he had undergone ſome 
Struggles in relinquiſhing the Vanities and Amuſe» 
ments of Life, but the quitting her, was the only 
Thing which could give a deep and laſting Wound to 
his Heart, 

Alinda, more pleaſed with the Sincerity which ſeem- 
ed to accompany his Words, than affected by the Sor- 
row they expreſſed, anſwered him with Gaiety, and 
would not allow he had any Reaſon to Deſpair, as he 
was never ſo agreeable to her as now, 

Ohl my Alinda,” reply'd Cleanths, c was my For- 

< tune as flouriſhing as when I firſt knew you, 155 
* muſt a Heart, ſo deeply touched as mine, be 
<« charmed with this Aſſurance ; I might then ſhew 
« ſome Return of Gratitude, without adding Afflic- 
tions to myſelf; but I have now no other Way 
« left of proving I am not abſolutely unworthy of ſo 
much Goodne(s, but to reſign the Happineſs your 

K 6 Heart 
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Heart can give, which was far beyond my: Merits, 

<< tho" not beyond my Wiſhes, when Fortune Was 

% more my Friend.” _ [ 
At the Time when you think you were ine 
c worthy,”” anfwered Alinda, I could never look 


on ou as a Companion for Life without Terror ; 
while you were fo well pleaſed with yourſelf, you 


could not have been ſufficiently fo with me, nor 
* have thought my Company any tolerable Ex- 
<« change for yours. I cannot depend enough on 
«© my Reaſon to ſay, that, had you then given me the 
<«< Power, I ſhould have refuſed you, but I am ſure, 
„ my Reaſon would not have approved my Choice, 
. tho” it might have bcen ſileneed by more powerful 
„ Inelination. Indeed, Cleantho, I always valued you 
9 * much above your Fortune, and all the Splendor 
u lived in, that you never appeared to me ſo 
ck as ſince you have loſt them both.“ Tag 
Theſe affectionate Expreſſions, by increaſing his 
Paſſion, got the better of the generous Reſolutions, 
which nothing but the Exceſs of his Love could have 
enabled him to form. | 

You ſeem to wonder at this Pardon, but ſuch 
Contradictions, my Carinthia, are natural to Love. 
His Fears of diſtre ing her, were now loſt in the 
flattering Proſpect of his own Happineſs; he began 
to preſs her to ſhare with him his ſmall remaining For- 
tune, entreating her to find out any Means by which 
he might increaſe it; ſince nothing could be irkſome 
to him, which could give Eaſe and Plenty to one, who 
would generouſly beſtow on him the moſt refined 
Happineſs. 

Alinda could not deny herſelf the Pleaſure of letting 
him give Way for ſome time, to the Tranſports into 
which this Hope had led him; but after her Heart had 
received this Gratification, ſhe thought it but juſt to 


reihe the * of his, and told him, that, ſhe 
could. 
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could with Joy inform him, ſhe was able to free hig 
from the Poverty which he feared communicating /to-- 
her; ſhe acquainted him with the State of her For- 
tune; in which he rejoiced for her Sake; as for him- 
{ef he could receive no Addition to the Pleaſure he 
before felt from the Aſſurance of poſſeſſing her. 
I ſhall imitate them in my haſte to come to a Con- 
cluſion; they were too well agreed in their Inclina- 
tion to delay their Marriage; in a few Days they en- 
tered into a State of Felicity, in which every Mo- 
ment has been as happy as the firſt. Their Fortunes 
were ſufficient-to afford them Eaſe and Tranquillity. 
They never regretted the Want of thoſe Gaietieswhich 
they could not purchaſe. The Chearfulneſs of their 
own Tempers, the Goodneſs of their Underſtandings, 
their Taſte for Reading, and above all their conſtant . 
Affection for each other, and their Tenderneſs for the 
little Family which aroſe from their Union, have kept 
them from forming any Wiſhes for a more extenſive 
Acquaintance. As their Fortune would not permit a 
public or expenſive Education of their Children, they 
themſelves became their Teachers; and with fuch. 
Succeſs, that while their beſt Affections were carefully 
cultivated, every Fault corrected, and every Error 
rectified, before they got Strength by growing habitual, 
they excelled any of their Age in Learning, and po- 
lite Accompliſhments; and became as capable of or- 
namenting Society, as of being happy in Retirement. 
„ I hope, ſaid Carimthia, „on finding Sabrina: 
e had done ſpeaking, that you do not flatter yourſelf. 
that this Story of yours will diſguſt me with the 
„ gay Life this Couple relinquiſhed ; I muſt traveF- 
ce the ſame Road to the Contempt of them before L 
« can feel it. I ſhould like very well to run the 
« Hazard; let me, like Solomon, paſs thro' the whole 
56 Circle of Pleaſure, and then perhaps, like him, 
REED WF A | « when 
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when old and ſatiated, IL may turn Chur) and cry, 
It's all Vanity, and {ARR of Spirit! 

& You might as well endeavour. to perſuade me, 
that Eating was wrong, becauſe you could inſtance 


« ſome Glutton, who died of too ſull a, Meal, as 


that Amuſements are ſo, becauſe Cleantho was tired 


„ of them. The moſt beneficial thing, i in the World 


taken in Exceſs, may ſurfeit. I would be an Epi- 
cure in my Pleaſure, not a Glutton; chuſe what is 
rare and elegant, not devour with undiſtinguiſh- 
ing Greedineſs every thing that was called Diver- 
ſion; this is more like the Ravenouſneſs of a 
canine, Appetite, than plain ſimple Hunger, which 
is natural and proper. 


4 | 
ce [t is difficult not to run into TA when more 


Pleaſure is received in the Purſuit than the Poſſeſ- 
fion,” replied Sabrina; Diſappointment in one 


Expectation, ſpurs People on to run more impetu- 


ouſly after another. Few follow Pleaſures mode- 
rately; if they allowed themſelves Intervals of 
Tranquillity, they would ſooner find out, that 


more Happineſs is to be found in it, than in a 


Courſe of what the World calls Diverſions.” 
< believe indeed,“ anſwered Carinthia, <* Than- | 
quillity may conſtitute a very comfortable old Wo- 
man's Happineſs, but ſurely Fiſteen requires ſome- 
thing more lively. In Winter, a good Fire is a 
very good thing; but in Spring we want the gild- 


ing un- ſhine, gentle Breezes, verdant Paſtures, 


flowery Meadows, and fragrant Bloſſoms; in Age, 
Tranquility, like a good Fire in Winter, may 
content us, becauſe we can aim at nothing better, 
it is a kind of dull Blefling; but Youth requires 


gayer Views and more enlivening Proſpets. By 


your own Account, Cleantho never renounced the 
Pleaſures of the World, till he Joſt the Power of 
enjoying them. As for linda, ren ſhe mar- 

6 ried 
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ce ried out of a moral Principle, from à Fear leſt 


« Affluence and Independence ſhould make her forget 
e the great Stock of Patience ſhe muſt have acquired 


by the various Trials of it; ſo ſhe married in or- 


der to have it duly exerciſed. I think it would be 
<« a hard Matter for Exceſs of Amuſements to bring 
« me into ſuch a Reverſe of Diſpoſition, as to be 
ce fond of teaching School; nor can I feel the leaſt 
& envy of Alinda's Happineſs, when you repreſent her 
&« at the Head of her young Scholars. A Board- 
c ing-School Girl might wiſh herſelf in her Place, 
e when the Dignity of a Miſtreſs, and the Hardſhips of 
<« a Scholar, are very ſtrong in her Imagination; but 
& you ſhould have painted Alinda in ſome happier 
« Employment, if you would have had my Fancy 
« captivated by her Way of Life; a Picture of her 
% Huſband's Love and Gratitude 'might have done 
& much; tho' I am inſenſible to the Pleafure. of 
teaching School, I have a Notion one may receive 
„ a great deal from being beloved, and that whoever 
« is ſo truly, cannot fail of returning it.“ 

« That Notion,” replied Sabrina, js rather found- 
« ed on the Juſtneſs of your Nature, than on Expe- 
« rience, which would have informed you that ma- 
ce ny will be totally indifferent to thoſe who love them, 
“ and paſſionately fond of thoſe who do not; by 
cc a ſtrange Capriciouſneſs in their Nature, they 
c will be inſenſible to the Affectionate, even when 
5 they have every other Pretenſion to the winning of 
« a Heart.” 

“ Surely,” ſaid Carinthia, & this can ſcarcely be 
« poſſible, Appearances may ſometimes deceive thoſe 
cc that are not intereſted, while the Perſon that is fo, 
<« perceives Failures in the Aﬀection which to others 
cc ſeems perfect, and therefore does not make the Re- 


tc turn the Deceived expect.“ 
« Your 
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& Your Highneſs's Thought is natural,“ anſwered 
Sabrina, „ but I have known Inſtances. where a 
& Man's Affection was paſt Diſpute, and yet he 
“ could not touch the Heart, which every Action of 
6 his deſerved to win.” 

The Caſe ſeems td me ſo extraordinary, re- 
plied Carinthia, * that I zauſt beg to hear it, and 1 
« fancy I have ſo well tired you with Talking, that 
c you will be glad to ſilence me, tho at the Ex- 

& pence of a little Trouble.“ 
A do not know, anſwered Sabrina, 6 Thea 
ce your Highneſs does me or yourſelf the greateſt In- 
te juſtice, by ſuppoſing me fo eaſily tired of your 
« Converſation ; but the Pleaſure of obeying you, is 
« a much ſtronger Motive than any Gratification to 
c myſelf ; therefore, tho I had ratber at preſent. be 
c the Hearer than the Talker, yet on Fradily _—_P 
of * . 
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THEO DORA 


"H 2 ODORA was the art Daten of a 

Merchant whom the World efteemed rich. She 

was extremely handſome, but her Beauty was ra- 
ther attracting than regular, it conſiſted more in her 
Countenance than in her Features. Her Perſon was 
very fane, ſhe was exactly proportioned, had great 
Dignity in her Air, and Graceful even in the ſmalleſt 
Actions. 

Theſe Charms made a deep Impreſſion on the 
Heart of Felix, while ſhe was very young. He was 
juſt come of Age, and in Poſſeſſion of a large For- 
tune, had a very agreeable Perſon, a Countenance 
that ſpoke the Mind, which enlightened it, to be per- 

fectly 5 33 2 fine Underſtanding, enriched with 
every valuable Accompliſhment, and a Heart where= 
in Honour, Probity, Truth, Tenderneſs, and Gene- 
roſity, ſeemed to have fixed their favourite Seat. As 
his Rank and Fortune were ſuperior to what Theodora 
could expect, he did not ſigh in Silence, tho? true 
Affection, and natural Modeſty, made him addreſs 
her with all the timorous Awe which a Man far infe- 
rior could have felt. 

Felix ſoon made Acquaintance with . Fa- 
ther, who being a Man of Senſe and Virtue, was 

great 
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him to win in one Day the  Alﬀec ctions, which all Fe- 
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greatly pleaſed with him; and as Felix*s Paſſion was too 


violent to be concealed, the old Man perceived it, and 
was happy in ſo fortunate a Circumſtance. Felix could 
not doubt of eaſily obtaining his Conſent, but he wiſhed 
for Theodra's Heart as a Preſent from herſelf, not as 
a Father's Gift; a cold Sacrifice to Duty, would ill 
ſuit ſo ardent a Paſſion. He tried every Method of 
gaining her Affections, and by the Intimacy he cul- 
tivated in the Family, and the old Gentleman's Ap- 
probation, he frequently enjoyed her Company alone; 
but had always the Pain of ſeeing her cold and inſen- 


| lible to his Love. She ſeemed pleaſed. with his Con- 
verſation on any other Subject, and profeſſed an Eſ- 


teem for him, but it was ſuch, as might better have 
ſatisfied one of her own Sex, than a tender Lover. 
While Felix's Addreſſes met with ſo little Succeſs, 


Theodora happened to meet in Company with a Cox- 


comb and Rake (a Compoſition which I am ſorry to ſay 


moſt-of our Sex find irreſiſtible) named Rinaldo. Ex- 
rept a pretty good Perſon, his only Charms were 


pad Qualities. He was aſſured, bold, and rene hy Fi 


had Variety of Vices, and dende enough to be 


proud of them all; he was even a Hypocrite in Vice, 


wiſhing to be thought guilty of more than he had. In 
ſhort, he would have. deſerved the illuſtrious Name 
of :Buck, for the obtaining of which ſo many young 
Men ſacrifice. both Health and F ortune, had he lived 


in a. Country, where that Appellation i is Een: to the 


great Peſts. of Society, 
Thus qualified to charm, Rinaldo appe — ſo 


_ boldly conſcious of Succeſs, that no Woman had 


Courage to, contradict him, They had too much Re- 
gard for his Opinion to differ from it even on the Sub- 
785 of his own Merit. Among the reſt, Thecdora's 
eart became a Viaim to this Wretch. Our Scx's 
unhappy Love for Rakes, and that fatal Vanity w which 
leads them to believe they ſhall reform them, enabled 


lix's 
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lixis Merits and conftant Love could not obtain. But 


yet they could ſcarcely be called Rivals, ſo contrary 


were their Views. Their Paſſions ſeemed of ſo diffe- 
rent a Sort, they deſerved not the ſame Name. Ri- 
nalao had found ſo much Frailty in our Sex, that he 
hoped Theedora's Name would grace the Lift over 


which he had triumphed. He did not believe any 


Woman virtuous, but to thoſe ſhe looked on with 
Indifference, and his Vanity aſſured him no one could 
be inſenſible to his Charms. 

Feliæ was continually employed in the Service of 


| Theodora's Family; by his Intereſt and Generoſity, he 
eſtabliſhed her Brother in a very advantageous Way 
Abroad; their Father having made no Secret to him 


of the low Eſtate of his Fortune, which ſoon became 
public, he being obliged to diſcontinue Traffic, and 
having ſcarcely Fortune enough remaining for the 
Subfiſtence of him and his Daughter. 
Felix would gladly have reſtored them to Afflu- 


,£nce;' but the old Gentleman would not accept fo 
great an Obligation; therefore he was forced to hide 


from their Knowledge the Aſſiſtance he gave them. 
EKinaldo, on the contrary, whoſe Hopes were in- 
creaſed from the Knowledge of their Diſtreſs, deter- 
mined to make it ſerve as much as poſſible towards 
the Succeſs of his Views. Tho” he purſued Theodora 
with all the Affiduity of a Lover, yet the Baſeneſs of 
his Defigns were too vifible, even for her Love to 
overlook; but ſhe hoped by diſappointing them, to 


bring bim to ſuch as ſhe might approve. 


| She attributed all his Faults to Vouth and Vivacity, 
* could not diſcourage his Addreſſes, tho' in a Per- 
ſon leſs aſſured, ſhe would ſoon have diſcountenanced 
ſuch injurious Expectations. She and Rinaldo lived 


in a conſtant Courſe of Diſappointments, both find- 
ing every Scheme fruſtrated, from the Contrariety be- 


tween them. But Felix was ſtill more W 
ouly 
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louſy being now added to his Deſpair; however, he 
ſtill — for the Reward of his Conſtancy; and 
every Word and Action ſhewed his 1 ern ho- 
nourable Pretenſions. 

In this uncaſy State of his e he was obliged 
to leave Town for a few Months; which gave Ki- 
naldo an Opportunity of putting a Scheme in Execu- 
tion, which he hoped might turn to his Advantage: 
Einding Theodora could reſiſt both her Paſſion and his 
Solicitations, he was inclined to ſee whether Diſtreſs 
would not turn the Scale againſt Virtue ; accordingly 
he contrived to get her Father arreſted, for a Debt 
he had not been able to pay, and all his Effects 


ſeized, in conſequence of which he was impriſoned. 


Kinaldo came to viſit Theodora a few Hours after, 
as if ignorant of the Misfortune which had befallen 
her; and finding her in Tears, with all the Appear- 
ance of tender Anxiety, enquired into the Cauſe. 
Had not her great Affection for her Father made her 


then inſenſible to all the Emotions of Pride, ſhe would 


have found it difficult to tell a Circumſtance which 
might leſſen her in the Man's Eyes to whom ſhe moſt 


wiſhed to appear with Dignity. But Diſtreſs is natu- 


rally plaintive, and there is ſomething ſo ſoothing to 
one in ſuch bitter Sorrow, in ſeeing that the Perſon 
they moſt love ſympathize in it, that ſhe declared her 


Grief in ſo affecting a Manner, that no Man, who 


had the leaſt Pretenſions to Humanity, could have 
8 in the baſe Ane of iy her * 
on it. | 

2 lade the Misfortune ne had . 
ed, and after having ſoftened her by the greateſt ſeem- 
ing Tendetneſs, he offered his Houſe us a Place of 
Refuge, and promiſed to pay the Debt if ſhe would 


accept it. He then endeavoured to dazzle her Vani- 
ty, and tried every Method of making it his Friend. 


_ ſhe with Indignation * nis Propoſal, and 
ot" yet 
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yet could not hate the Heart that was capable of mak- 
ing it. Notwithſtanding his moſt flattering Perſua- 
ſions, ſhe told him ſhe would ſooner gain a Support 
by her own Labour, than ſave berſelf from _— 
on the Perms he offered. | 11 al © 
* had begun to execute this Purpdſcy hor 


Felix returned to Laurentum. He was ſurprized at 


going to her Father's to find it uninhabited; but, by 
enquiring of the Neighbours, he learnt the Cauſe, and 
was told where Theodora lodged, and how ſhe was 
employed. Shocked at the Diſtreſs ſhe had ſuffered, 
and above wiſhing} to make her Poverty conduce to 


ber Ruin, he firſt went to the Priſon: where her Father 


was confined, and giving Bail, carried him to Theo- 
dora, to make himſelf more welcoane: Her Joy, in 
ſeeing her Father again at Liberty, was inexpreſſible; 
ſhe had received too many Inſtances of Felix's Love 
and Generoſity to be in any Doubt to whom ſhe was 
obliged for this Happineſs. The Acknowledgments 
ſhe returned rewarded Felix for what he had done, 
though he feared they proceeded only from Gratitude. 
Pleaſure was not unmixed with Pain; ſhe grieved 
that her Heart was inſenſible to the Merit of ſuch 4 a 
Man, but could not conquer its Capriciouſneſs. | 
Felix once more preſſed for Theodora '5 Conſent to 
marry him, but got no other Anſwer than that ſhe 
could not love him, and did not think Gratitude would 
properly, acquit her to a Huſband, who, ſhe dann 
deſerved her moſt tender Affection. 
Felix, though made wretched by the ill Succeſs of ; 
his Love, would: not ſuffer the Cauſe of his Unhappi- 
neſs to feel any, which he had the Power of prevent 
ing. He paid her Father's Debts, and placed them 
in an nan — n tn had — Tine 
enjoyed. Th > ; 
"Rinaldo Bading fo little Room * ne all his. 
Schemes had been ſo totally baffled, began to my 
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he threw away, in an endleſs Purſuit, Time, which, 
better directed, might yield him Pleaſure. He pre- 
ferred Shedera indeed (to any Woman he knew; he 
ſaw none whoſe Beauty charmed him equally with 
hers, but he was not made to live on Smiles; ſuch 
Returns of Love but ill contented him. He geter- 
mined at once to ſeek a kinder Fair, and to try whe- 
ther Neglect would work more in his Favour; ac- 
cordingly he in a great meaſure ceaſed his Viſits, tel- 
ling her, that no one could ſo obſtinately refuſe the 
Offers of his Love that did not hate him, and ther- 
fore he ſhould no longer purſue a fruitleſs Courtſhip, 
but try by Abſence, — ſome leſs inſenſible CS 
forget her Cruelty, 

Rinalde's unworthy Treatment had ſo little Effect 
on Theedora's Heart, that ſhe had not Spirits to ſup- 
port his Abſence ; it threw her into a Melancholy, 
with which -£e/:x's. Affection was ſenſibly touched, 
and his whole Attention now was to find Amuſe- 
ments for her; he facilitated the Enjoyment” of thoſe 
the Town afforded, and invented new ones; in ſhort, 

it became his only Study, and his chief Expence ; 
but he had the Misfortune to find that nothing 
raiſed her Spirits but the Sight of Rinaldo, -who ſaw 
the Effect of his Neglect, and conceived" new Hopes 
from it, which he would not fruſtrate by too great 
Haſte to make the laſt Trial for Succeſs; on the 
Failure of which he intended never to W to her 
more. 
- About this Time an * of Theodore 8 died A- 
broad, who being her Godfather, knowing his _ 
phew was provided for, and thinking a young W 
man leſt deſtitute of a Maintenance was u to 
various Miſeries, ſettled the beſt Part of his BRANE 
on her, after her Father's Death. 

80 great a Change in their Affairs gave the old 

Gendeman no Pleaſure ſo great, as in the Hopes he 


| conceived 
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conceived of making ſome Return to Felix, for the 
numerous Obligations he had conferred on them. He 
had long ſee he loved his Daughter, and was glad 
that ſhe had now a Fortune almoſt equal to him, 

which would excuſe his propoſing a Match which he 
thought muſt make his Daughter happy, and at the 
ſame time reward her Lover's conſtant Paſſion. He 


told Felix how delighted he was that he could now, 


without an inexcuſable Boldneſs, intreat him to let 
him call ſo great a Benefactor by a Name, if polity, 
ſtill dearer. 
Felix. to the old Gentleman 8 Surptin] receiv 
this Offer with more Confuſion than Joy; he knew 
too well Theodora's Sentiments to hope they would 
agree with her Father's ; he found it difficult to hide 
how much he wiſhed for the Hand her Father was fo 
deiirous of. giving him, but durſt not diſcloſe his 
Wiſhes, left it ſhould render Theodora liable to be 
cannon preſſed by her Father to a Match, to which 


both Prudence and Gratitude inclined him. How- 


ever, he could not ſo far mortify his Paſſion, as to de- 
prive himſelf of the Chance a Parent's Advice and 


Solicitation might give him, therefore deſired, before 
they proceeded any farther, he would que: into 


hjs] [Daughter's Inclinations. 
+: The old Gentleman thought it ſo impo@ble that 


any young Woman, who had ſo long converſed with 


Felix, ſhould be inſenſible to a Man ſo infinitely 


5 amiable, that had not his Daughter had the additional 


Motive of Gratitude for ſo many Obligations, he 
would have been under no Apprehenſions of diſpleaſ- 


ing her by ſuch a Propoſal; as it was, he did not 


doubt but he ſhould give her great Joy, in offering her 
an Alliance which he imagined her Heart muſt wiſh. 


Great was his Aſtoniſhment, when, inſtead gf ſeeing 
her Face brighten with Pleaſure, he ſaw Tears fall 
from 3 This firſt acquainted him * the 
6311990093 2 : rror 
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Error he had been in, and then, leſt theſe ſnould not 
ſpeak plain enough, ſhe told him, that though hither- 
to Obedience had been her Delight, as well as her 
Duty, yet ſhe could not now obey him. She did not 
love Felix, but eſteemed and reſpected him too much 
to give him her Perſon without her Heart. | 
The old Gentleman was extremely angry at Theo- 
dora's Ingratitude; and aſhamed to tell ſo noble a 
Benefactor, that he had a Wiſh with which any one 
of a Family ſo infinitely obliged to him, could refuſe 
to comply. But Felix, generous to Exceſs, fearing 
what the Reſult of a Converſation, on ſuch a Subject, 
between the Father and the Daughter would be, 
came juſt as they parted, and pacified the good old 
Man, by ſeeming indifferent about his Succeſs ; but 
though he made him eaſier as to his Daughter's In- 
gratitude, yet he remained moſt ſenſibly aMicted, at 
finding his Hopes of leaving her ſo happily eſtabliſhed, 
at once fruſtrated by her Diſlike to a Man, whom 
every one elſe thought formed by Nature to inſpire the 
tendereft and moſt lafting Paſfion, 
The old Gentleman. had been thrown into an ill 
State of Health by the Concern he felt at being impri- 
ſoned, added to the Unwholeſomeneſs of the Place, 
which he little expected to recover; and therefore 
was more anxious to diſpoſe of his Daughter, before 
he left this World; but his Diſtemper allowed him 
little Leiſure to combat her Diſobedience, he died 
ſoon after, and ſhe by his Death became poſſeſſed of a 
large Fortune. 
Kinaldo was now convinced he had no Chance for 
Theodora on his own Terms; he could not conquer 
his Paſſion; and next to her his ſtrongeſt was for 
Money; he had hurt his own Fortune, her's offered 
him a Supply, and at the fame time gratified his 
Love. As ſoon as her Grief for her Father would 


ſuffer her to ſee Company, Rinaldo viſited her, and 
| propoſed 
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propoſed Marriage. Though Deodora was ſenſible 
that this Alteration was owing to the great Change in 
her Fortune, yet The could not reject him, whatever 
induced him to offer; and it was not long before they 
were united. 

Felix, thus deprived of a Poſſibility of Succeſs, was 
ſelzed with the utmoſt Deſpair, His Fortitude, which 
in other Things had been very great, could not en- 


able him to endure the Shock ; what he now felt —_ 


vinced him, that a Lover is never- without 195 


while his Miſtreſs has the Power of making him 


happy. 
A Man, whoſe Love was lefs delicate and generous, 


might have received ſome Pleaſure from the Spirit of 
Revenge, which Rinaldo's Behaviour would ſoon have 
fully gratified. 

Love, in one of Rinaldo's abandoned Principles, is 
never of long Duration; Poſſeſſion ſoon begot Indif- 
ference, he contemned the Charms for which he ha 
once ſighed, and Theodora received, continual Proofs 
of Scorn and Brutality from the Man, in whom all 
her Hopes of Happineſs were center'd. Thee was 
no Outrage ſhe did not ſuffer from, his: ill 5 
nor any Inſult his profligate Life did not make her eng 
dure. In little more than a Year after their Marriage, 
he had diſſipated all his own Fortune, and thę greateſt 
Part of hers, in gaming. By. Drunkenneſs he de- 
graded himſelf to a Beaft, in the Eyes of every one 
but his too partial Therdora. But what generally is 
moſt reſented by a Wite, he was open in his Incon- 
ſtancies, and when the Money he at firſt laviſhed in 
the ſeparate Maintenance of his numerous Miſtreſſes 
began to fail, he brought them into the Houſe, and 
obliged her to treat his Seraglio with Reſpect and 


| Chearfulneſs. As they were collected from the loweſt . 


Rank of Proſtitutes, and were encouraged to offer 
her all the Indignities they could invent, it is eaſy to 
Vol. I. TIER 
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imagine ſhe ſuffered the moſt ſcandalous Freatment; 
but what ſhe went through was beyond Belief, an Hour 
ſcarcely paſſed without ſome dreadful Shock to her 
Love or Modeſty ; as for her Pride, which might be 
ſuppoſed a Fellow-ſufferer, it was totally ſubdued, 
She was frequently obliged to be preſent at their drun- 
ken Scenes, and was greatly perſgcuted for her Sobrie- 
As a Puniſhment to her Modeſty, to which Ki- 
naldo declared himſelf an Enemy even in a Wife, he 
would make her ſo often keep Company with ſome of 
his debauched Companions, to whom he would com- 
municate his Seraglio, that nothing but the Awfulneſs 
of Virtue, with which no one's Attractions were ever 
raore happily tempered, could have defended her from 
being inſulted by Declarations of Love, which might 
have received Hope from her Huſband's Brutality. _ 
But it was not inthe Power of. Rinaldo, by the worſt 
Behaviour, to conquer Theadera's invincible Conſtan- 
cy. At firſt, when oppreſſed with Melancholy, ſhe 
received ſome Relief from her Tears, but the ill Treat- 
ment it occaſioned her from Rinaldo, whenever he 
perceived it, obliged her even to confine theſe dumb 
Signs of Grief, as well as all Complaints; and tho' 
ſhe ſuffered all that Exceſs of Paſſion can make a ſlight- 
ed Woman feel, ſhe wore a Face of Chearfulneſs 
before him, however foreign from her Heart, in hopes 
by this Conduct to force him to pity. and eſteem her. 
For his Cruelty ſhe returned Affection, which was be- 
come ſo diſagreeable to him, that it only gave him 
greater Opportunities of exerciſing his Brutality. When 
they were reduced to great Extremities for Want of 
Money, ſhe was the Object of his Rage, though her 
Economy had preſerved him, as long as any thing 
could do, from the fatal Conſequences of his Riots and 
Extravagancies; and though ſhe had enjoyed but a 
very ſmall Part of the Fortune the brought him, yet 


4 5 the 


JJ eo ole 


+ - 


Chap. 10. 4 Journey througy LIFE. 219 
ſhe never hinted a Reproach for all the Miſery he had 
inflicted upon her. | 

When the Diſtreſſes of this wretched Couple! were 
the greateſt, and that they were literally almoſt re- 
duced to Beggary, a young Nobleman who frequent- 
ed their Houſe, and had been long captivated by The- 
odora's Charms, though they were in a degree faded 
by the cruel Effects concealed Grief had on her Con- 
ſtitution, offered her a Settlement for herſelf and Fa- 
mily, on Conditions which the abandoned Rznalds 
was Wretch enough to approve; for having a proper 
| Notion of his Meanneſs, this Nobleman firſt addreſ- 
ſed himfelf to him, who readily propofed it to his 
Wife, and was ſurprized that ſhe ſhould prefer Po- 
verty to a Relief ſo infamous. He endeavoured, with 
the Aſſiſtance of his inferna] Crew, to baniſh Decen- 
cy from her Mind, and ridicule her out of Virtue, - 
which they called a phantaſtic Prejudice ; but when 
be found there was no Method to bring her to con- 
ſent to his making her the Inſtrument of this ſhame- 
ful Traffic, his Rage knew no Bounds ; he would of- 
ten beat her in ſo barbarous a Manner, that no one 
imagined ſhe could recover of her Bruiſes. 

Rinaldo's Brutality became public, though he- 
dora never uttered a Complaint ; 3 nor indeed had ſhe + 
many Opportunities of doing it, for her Houſe was: 
made ſo infamous by the vile Crew he had brought 
into it, that even her Friends were obliged to diſcon- 
tinue their Viſits. Felix, whole Love was not cured. 
by Deſpair, could not remain ignorant of what Per- 
ſons leſs intereſted in Theodora's "Fate knew: fo well; 
he was greatly affected by her Misfortunes; and con- £ 
trived to offer to provide very handſomely for her, 
and two Children ſhe had by Rinaldo, if the would 
leave her Huſband ; and to remove any Scruples ſne 
might have in accepting it, he would promiſe never 


to tee her; nay, if ſhe required it, he would leave 
8 the 
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the Kingdom for ever. He repreſented to her in the 


ſtrongeſt Terms, the Danger her Life and Virtue 


were in, while ſhe remained in that Houſe ; aſſuring 
her he ſhould think himſelf the happieſt of Men, if 


ſhe would ſuffer him to be the Means of redeemi 


her from the Miſery ſhe endured; and fearing ſhe 
might reject any Offer which ſhe could attribute to 
Love, he added, and I believe with Truth, that he 


would do the "BTL for any Woman of Movies in her 


unfortunate Situation. 


. Theud:ra received this generous Propoſal with all 
the Gratitude it deſerved; ſhe was deeply touched 
by a new Inſtance of the great Difference between 
the Man ſhe had choſen, and him ſhe had rejected ; 

and bluſbed for her Weakneſs and Folly, while ſhe 
declared that ſhe ſtill loved Rinaldo; that notwith- 
ſtanding his Behaviour, ſhe loved him with that Exceſs 


of Paſſion, that no Sufferings could make her endure 


the Thought of living abſent from him, and that ſhe 
now looked upon it as her Duty, as well as her De- 
lire, to ſhare every Evil with him. 

_ Felix, unable to remain in a N Rinal- 
do's barbarous Treatment of Theodora was the moſt 
frequent Subject of Diſcourſe, retired into the Coun- 
try; leaving the Care of that diſtrefled Lady to a 
Friend of bis, who promiſed to be attentive to every 


new Circumſtance that ſhould occur, and as far as 


the Caſe admitted relieve her. This was frequently 
performed, by ſending her Supplies of Money, when 
their Neceſſities were very great. Felix would have 
wiſhed that ſhe only ſhould have received them, but 
as ſhe would not — Rinaldo, and was always the 
greateſt Sufferer in every Caſe, ſhe could be relieved 


only in common with n and his N Sera- 


lio. 


Theodora iy ousfiſed rw whones theſe kae 


6 able and charitable Pn came, though there was 


nothing 
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nothing in the Manner of conveying them which 
could have acquainted her with it, if ſhe had not ex- 
perienced Feliæ's Generoſity too often, to attribute to 
any other an Action ſo worthy of him. But the 
Caſe at length grew too deſperate to receive much Re- 
lief, even from one ſo watchful to give her all poſ- 
ſible Conſolation. 

When Rznaldo's Fortune was entirely conſumed, 


and no Means left him to deceive by Hope his greedy 


Creditors, he was arreſted, and having no Friend 


who would aſſiſt him, was committed to Jail. As 


ſoon as'7 heedora heard-this new Misfortune, fhe flew 
to the Priſon, and endeavoured by Endearments, and 
every Conſolation ſhe could adminiſter, to comfort 
him in this diſtrefled Situation, Her Cloaths, her 
Trinkets, and every little Piece of private Property, 
had before been ſold to relieve ſome preſent Exigence 
ſhe had now nothing left but what Cleanlineſs re- 
quired; and yet they could not be une even in 
that miſerable Place without Money. In this Neceſ- 
ſity, ſhe applied to ſome Perſons likely to employ her 
for Work; and by her Induſtry juſt obtained what 


was ſufficient to keep herſelf, her Huſband, and Chil- 


dren, alive. Thus ſhe lived in voluntary Imprifond 


ment, Jabouring for, and comforting the Man, who 


had ruined her Fortune, and diſappointed her Love, 
when £K:rnali/o was ſeized with a Fever, which ſoon 
conſumed the "Strength of a Body worn out by De- 
bauchery ; and he died in the Arms of his diltracted 
Theodora. 


Felix was juſt 1 to Laurentum, with a Re- 


ſolution of diſcharging the Debts of his unworthy Ri- 


val, rather than ſuffer Theodora to remain in ſo loath- 
Come: a Place, His watchful Friend informed him, 
that Death had done more than he could, having not 
only releaſed Rinaldo, but prevented his committing 


any new Crimes, or running into further Exceſſes. 


«1 Felix © 
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Felix was glad to have his Purpoſe prevented, by a 


Circumſtance he looked on as happy for Theodora, to 


-whom he haſtened, being told ſhe remained with her 
Huſband's Body in the Priſon, not ering Money = 


pay his Funeral Expences. 


"Feliz: found her ſitting on the "wee by the dead 
Body y, waſhing one of Rinaldo's icey Hands with her 
Tears; her Cloths torn in the Diſtraction of her Grief, 
and wet with the Damps of the horrid Cell in which 
ſhe was; wherein was no Seat, nor any thing by way 
of Bed, but a filthy Rug ſfread on the Floor, where- 
on the lifele Rinaldo lay. She was waſted with Af- 
fliction before this laſt Misfortune ; but her Eyes were 
now ſo ſunk, her Face ſo pale, and her Countenance 
ſo languid, that Felix ſcarcely knew her. Her Chil- 
dren were crying by her Side, begging for Food; they 
were almoſt famiſhed, Rinaldo having been dead two 
Days, fince which Time their diſtracted Mother had 
been inſenſible to their Cries, to the Changes from 
Night to Day, or any ching but the Image of Ri- 
naldo. 

Felix with Dificulty ſupported ſo melancholy a 
Spectacle; for ſome Time he ſeemed as much aſe | 
ed as the beloved Mourner, who ſaw him not, as it 
bas been poetically cxprefied, with her Mind's Eye, 
for ſhe knew not that any Object was before her. Her 
unmeaning Eyes glanced round the Room, but her 
"Thoughts were ſolely fixed on one Object. Grief had. 
ſhaken Reaſon from its "I hrone, her Senſes were en- 


tirely gone, worn out by too much Suffering. 


In this Condition Felix forced her from: the dead 
Body, and carried her and the famiſhed Babes to his 
Houſe, which be appropriated entirely to them, tak- 


ing Lodgings for himſelf at no great Diſtance, after 


haviog ordered ran thing ner for their Refreſh- 


mente 
6 Having ach Theodora under the Care of ſo kind 
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&« a F riend, ſaid Sabrina, I muſt my Leave to 8 
& alittle Reſt. 

« [ am ſure,” replied Carinthia, 4 you will meet 
ee with little Hiſturbance from me; ; for my Spirits 
« are ſo affected by the melancholy Scene you have 
6 juſt painted, that I ſhall be able to do nothing but 
66 contemplate it in Silence.“ 


/ HA P. XI. 

Concluſion of the Hiſtory of THEODORA. 
Beginning of the Hiſtory of Honor a, 
M ANY days paſſed, continued Sabrina, before 
b Theodora was reſtored to her Senſes; and when 
ſhe recovered them, they ſeemed only to enable her 
to feel unparalleled Affliction; neither the Care of 
ber Friends, nor the Careſſes of her Children, af- 
forded her the leaſt Conſolation; ſhe ſeemed even in- 
ſenſible of the neceſſitous Situation of herſelf and Fa- 
mily, entirely deſtitute of Support, Felix frequently 
viſited her while ſhe-remained in a Condition which 
he grieved to behold ; lamented the Sorrow he could 
not cure, and acted the Part of the tendereſt Parent 
to the poor forlorn Babes. He gathered all her Friends 
about her, who he thought might adminiſter any. 
Comfort to her afflicted Mind; and with the kindly 
Aid of Time and his Afliſtance, ſhe grew at length 

more compoſed. 

The firſt Thing which awakened her from her Le- 
thargy of Grief, was a Deſire to relieve her humane 
Bene factor from the Burden of her helpleſs Family; 
but ſhe was ſo weak and ill ſhe knew not how to 

effect it. 


Felix was indefatigable in bis Ea to make 
L4 her 
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her eaſy in this reſpect, and to prevail on her to ſeek 


Peace of Mind, before ſhe ſought to contrive any 


Means of depriving him of the greateſt Pleaſure he 
could enjoy. He tried every Way to ſooth her Sor- 
rows, that the trucſt, moſt paſſionate, and tender 
Love could ſuggeſt ; but he found the Time be ſpent 
with her ſerved Jeſs to abate her Grief, than to 
ſtrengthen his Paſſion, which Deſpair, while Rinaldo 
lived, confine! within calmer Bounds ; but he now 
conſidered her at Liberty to make him happy : He 
was ſenſible ſhe would not always live on the Sup- 
port of his Bounty, nor indeed could ſhe do it, with- 
out giving roum to ſcandalous Tongues to blacken a 
Fame, hitherto ſo pure and ſpotleſs ; yet how could 
ſhe otherwiſe ſupport them? Theſe Conſiderations 
inclined him to wiſh for a ſpeedy Marriage; but then 
again his Impatience was checked by the Delicacy of 
his Love. He could not be happy, unleſs he poſſeſſed 
her whole Heart ; the cold Returns of Gratitude and 
Friendſhip were little ſuited to the Warmth of his 
Paſſion. Her preſent Affliction would not let him 
hope for more immediately, though he flattered him- 
felt with a Poſſibility of being in T ime belovedby "her, 


when he conſidered how much ſhe could love; 11 ſhe 


felt ſo exquiſite a Fondneſs for one who had deceived 
her Expectation, and changed from a Loyer to the 
moſt brutal Tyrant, what Affection might ſhe not 
have for a Man, who, by his conſtant and tender 
Care for her Happineſs, his fond Attention to every 
Lock that could expreſs a Wiſh, and his ready Com- 
pli-:ce with every Inclination, ſhould endeavour to 
win her Heart. 

With ſuch Arguments did be perſuade himſelf, that 
the Marriage which was ſo neceſſary to her Support 


and Character, was leſs hazardous to his Peace, than 


the Delicacy of his Fears ſometimes made him think. 
He could not believe that a Heart ſo tender could re- 
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fiſt his unwearied Endeavours to gain its beſt 99 1 
tion 45s 

Soothing oft with this Self. Aatoarſy he ven-- 
tured to preſs Theodora to marry bim, as ſoon as the 
cuſtomary Mourning was expired; tho' to have lived 
eternally abſent from her, would have been leſs cruel 
to him than the Poſſeſſion of her, nn and inſenſible 
to his Paſſion. 

Theodora was too much diſtreſſed in Ci . | 
to reject a Propoſal ſo advantageous, but yet the ho- 
nourahly told him, that ſhe feared Rinaldo's Image 
had ſuch entire Poſſeſſion of her Heart, that it would 
be ſcarcely poſſible to expel it thence... he ſelf de- 
luded Felix anſwered, that as he reſolved to deſerve 
her Love, he had too great an Opinion of her Juſtice 
to believe ſhe would not give give it him. He thought 
the Remembrance of ſo cruel] a Huſband as Rinaldo, 
could be no very formidable Rival, to one who would 
make ber Happineſs his whole Study. 4190 

Felix made a conſiderable Bye on > Meade, 
and ſettled good Fortunes on her Children, who were 
before entirely deſtitute of a Proviſion ; and ſoon 15 
he married her. 

Felix hoped every Day to feel the Coldneſs wear 
off with which Theodora returned his Paſſion; but 
Time, tho! aſſiſted by her Endeavours, was leſs his 
Friend than he expected ; that which conquers. juſt 
Affliction, and wipes from the Remembrance thaſe 
who beſt deſerve to be regretted, could not congque. a 
Grief ſo little merited. 

Nothing ever equalled Felix's tender Indulgence, 5 
both to Theodora and her Children; the Motive of all 
his Actions was their Gratification, and from the lat- 
ter he received the Return of Reſpect and Affection, 
but he plainly ſaw he made little Impreſſion on Theo- 
dora's Heart, She efteemed him indeed, andiover- 
fowes with the Gratitude for his great Goodnels to 
L her, 
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her, but was ever in Tears for Rinaldo. She could 
not aſſume even the Appearance of Chearfulneis; 
her Mind was a conſtant Prey to Melancholy, Which 


which was increaſed by the Exceſs of Felix's Affecti- 


on, as it ſet; before her the unjuſt Return ſhe made, 
for which her Reaſon cruelly reproached her. His 
Behaviour to her, his more than fatherly Fondneſs for 
her Children, repreſented him to her in a Light fo 
ſuperior., to Rinaldo, that ſhe could not forgive her- 
felf, She bluſhed to find that with her, Merit was not. 
the Foundation cf Love; and that her Heart was not 
at het Command; ſhe could not give it where it was 
duc, and was too much ſhocked at her Indifference, 
to be able to pretend a Love ſhe did not feel, tho“ a 
little Deceit in this Caſe might have been a Virtue, 
it was fo very neceſlary for the Preſervation of her at- 
flicted Huſband, 

'The Pains, of diſappointed Love, brought on a bo- 
dily Decay, and worn with Grief, Felix died, after 


baving fpent above three Years, in a Series of ſuch 


Actions, as the trueſt Affection, and moſt generous 
Goodneſs could dictate to a Man, of almoſt unpa- 


ralleled Virtue, whoſe Life was employed in ſucceſsleſs 


Endeavours, to win the Heart on which his Happineſs 
depended. 

On his Death Bed he 1 his cruel Fate, 
doomed to dye of Miſery by thoſe Nuptials, from 
which he promiſed himſelf the higheſt Felicity. 

The:dera was violently affected at ſeeing him in this 
Condition, She looked on herſelf as the Murderer 
of the beſt of Men, the trueſt Friend, and the kind- 


eſt Huſband. Enraged againſt herſelf ſhe grew ſo ex- 


travagant in her Grlef, that his laſt Breath was ſpent 
in Endeavours to compoſe her Mind; he repreſented 
to her how involuntary the Crime was, with which 
ſhe reproached herſelf; and did it. with ſo much Good- 


nels, that in making ber Grief more tender, he ren- 


dered 
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dered it leſs extravagant. His Jaſt Words were, - 
« Unhappy Theodora formed to inſpire Love, and 
6 ſuſceptible of the fondeſt Sentiments, only to feel 
« and communicate Miſery, born to endure and in- 
ce flict all the inexpreſſible Pangs a violent Paſſion can 
« occaſion, without ever enjoying the Felicities, 
« which, in moſt Caſes, compenſate the anxious 
« Fears, and tender Cares, of thoſe who tenderly, 
« and truly Love. Was ever Woman ſo enchant= 
„ ingly amiable, born to a Life of Wretehedneſs! 
“ Grant Heaven, it may not be, and that my ever 
« dear Theodora, may live to be as Happy as with my. 
« lateſt Breath F wiſh her! May her Charms be at. 
Length rewarded with a Conqueſt more worthy. 
« than Rinaldo, and moxez»miable than the wretched, 
« Felix! ” His Strength failed him, he could ſay na 
more, but died immediately. 

Helix bequeathed great Additions to what he bad 
before ſettled on Theodora and her Children, but ſha 
was incapable of enjoying them. The Grief ſhe felt 
for his Death, added to that with which ſhe had been 
ſo long oppretied, affected the declining State of her 
Health in ſuch a Manner, as ſoon put a Period to a 
miſerable Life, which none that loved her could with. 
prolonged. 

6 This Inſtance, my dear Carinthia,” collides 
Sabrina, “ may convince you, that Love is not al- 
c ways mutual. The Mind of Man is ſo inconfift- 
de ent, that whoever will reaſon on its Operations. 
from any fixed Rules, muſt frequently err.” 

« I wiſh,” anſwered Carinthia, * you had not 
cc confuted my Opinion, by fo melancholy an Exam 
„ple. I am inconſolable for poor Felix, for, tho“ 
c his Conſtancy may almoſt be reckoned 'a Weak- 
& neſs, and when lo little deſerved, degenerates into 
* a Mind of Obſtinacy, yet his other Virtues excuſe 
it. But I cannot pity Theodor ; whoever can 

09%» L. 6. 6 Love. 
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«© Love after ſo long a Courſe of ill Uſage, muſt 


Ce 
cc 
«< 


— 
66 


cc 
cc 
«< 


cc 


( 


cc 
cc 
40 
4 
cc 
6 
cc 
cc 
cc 


bh 


40 


4 


66 


. 6% 


«L 
40 


"4 


«6c 
«cl 
» 
£4 


want a true Senſe, of the Obligations conferred 
by a kind and tender Behaviour; their Affection 
ſeems meer Madneſs; it is contrary both to Rea- 
fon and Inſtinct. Did not her Conduct prove de- 
trimental to all the Ladies whoſe Huſbands heard 
of it? 1 ſhould have been afraid of marrying while 
it was freſh in People's Memories, leſt my Huſ- 


* band, to avoid being lighted for a kind Behaviour 
CC 
cc 
cc 


like Felix, ſhould have endeavoured to retain my 
Affections, by imitating Rinalde's Brutality, So 
much does my Taſte differ from Theedora's, that 
the very hearing there can be ſuch a Man as Ki- 
naldo, almoſt reconciles me to Confinement, which 
ſecludes me from the whole Sex, and throws me 
into a Society leſs pernicious; the Beaſts of the 
Field, and the Birds of the Air, are Companions 


of great Merit, if compared with ſuch a Part of 


Mankind as you have deſcribed; they may tire, but 


they cannot afflict me; therefore, while I think 


of Rinaldo, and the ungrateful Theodora, I ſhall 
remain in very good Humour with them. Having 
told you this, my dear Sabrina, I believe you will 
think you are ſufficiently recompenced for your 
Trouble ; I need not teize you with Thanks,” 
% Indeed,” replied Sabrina, «I am glad it has 
been in my Power to diſpoſe you to contemplate 
the innocent Beings around us, among whom 
you may hnd Inſtances of almoſt every ſocial 
Virtue, without either the Vices or Caprices of 
Mankind. Their conſtant and tranquil Happi- 
neſs renders them very pleaſing Subjects for our 
Thoughts; Age and Experience have reconciled 
me to their Society, and taught me to partake 
of the innocent Joy they ſhew, on the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of the Sun's enlivening Rays. They 
want nothing but Summer Sun-ſhine to render 
FL - 0 | «© them 
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them happy; while we, leſs reaſonable Beings, 


require the Enjoyment of a "Thouſand different 


Bleſſings to preſerve us from being wretched,” “ 
] ſuſpect,” ſaid Carinthia, << that what you have 
been ſay ing, is deſigned only to promote Diſcourſe z- 
ſurely, it is impoſſible you can be fond of a Rn 
without Conve: ſation.” 

«If J was,” anſwered Sabrina, “ 1 migbt benen 
like human Society, for with much talk there is 
little Converſation to be found among them. What 
they ſay, bears often as little Meaning as we can 


find in the- Sounds uttered by Beaſts; and I am ſure 


their Voices are leſs harmonious than thoſe of the 
Birds, whoſe tuneful Warblings greatly excel the 
ſenſeleſs Chattering of muſt of our own Species, 
wherein their Whims and Follies are generally 
more glaringly expreſſed than in the moſt invidicus 


„ Deſcription.” | 


I cannot think, my good Sabrina, © replied Ca- 


rinthia, ** that any Wrinkle you have, fo ſtrongly de- 


cc 
cc 
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cc 
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notes Age, as the little Indulgence you ſhew to the 
Whims of Mankind. Sober Reaſon, no doubt, is 
a ſubſtantial Good, but as in many other Caſes, I 
ſhould think our Entertainment grew flat and inſi- 
pid, if not diverſified with ſome lighter Fare. Lit- 
tle Caprices, by Way of entre medes, muſt make 


the Variety which does not tire. Whims enliyen 


the Imagination. If the Philoſopher of whom I 
was reading Veſterday, had been bleſſed with ſome 
of theſe F lights of Fancy, he would not have put 
an End to his Life, thro' Wearineſs of doing the 
ſame Thing every Day. From various Thoughts 
would have ariſen a Variety of Actions; whereas 
Reaſon, always the ſame, muſt inſpire a dull Uni- 
formity, and I believe, would make me act like 
this too wiſe Sage, tho' I am but little diſpoſed to- 
wards Self- murder.“ 3 

66 This 
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“ This is an unhappy Opinion for a Recluſe,” an- 
ſwered Sabrina, „I efteem Variety fo highly, as to 
„ wiſh the greateſt human Frailties to produce it. It 
« js unfortunate for one who is not permitted to enjoy 
<« any other Changes than thoſe of the Seaſon, or what 
c the Progreſs of Years make in yourſelf, and in 
c your already too old Companion. It is ſtill more 
« cruel, that this Opinion ſhould be created by the 
« very Thing which muſt mortify it, Solitude. If 
“ you lived in the World, you would fee. how many 
“ Vexations and Diappointmente attend all our Frail- 
<« ties, and that nothing but what is founded on Rea- 
« fon and Truth can yield Contentment. Your High- 


£ neſs would meet with ſome who would ſincerely | 


cc confeſs, that, till they were mortified into a ratio- 
« nal Way of Thinking, they never enjoyed an eaſy 
« Day, but lived in a conſtant Perturbation of Mind, 
« ſometimes indeed, elated with all the unmeaning 
“ Joy of Folly, but ſoon depreſſed, aſhamed of, and 
6“ forry for their Frailties.” 

The young Princeſs was not inclined to give up the 
ſudden Sally of her Imagination; ſhe declared her 
Incredulity in ſuch ftrong Terms, that the old Lady 
ſaid, ſhe would endeavour to convince her by an In- 
ſtance with which ſhe had been acquainted. To hear 
any Thing new, Carinthia was willing to give up the 

Defence of an Opinion, which, by having been diſ- 
culled, had loſt much of the Novelty that gave it 
Charms; and ſhe told Sabrina ſhe found, ſhe well 


underſtood the way to Silence her; and preſſed her 


to begin, owns Sabrina did n e 
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HONO RIA. 
HE firſt Years of Honoria's Life were ſpent 
| like thoſe of too many young Ladies, in a 
Diſſipation which prevented her from Jearn- 
ing any Thing uſeful in Life, or improving the Qua- 
lies which might have rendered her eſtimable. 
Hemoria's Mother lived in a hurry of Gaiety, and 
public Amuſements. While her Daughter's extreme 
infancy confined her in a Nurſery, ſhe was ſo entire- 
ly taken up wit? her important Engagements, that 
| the could not attend to the Cares of Education, 
which ſhe thought too low and trifling for a Woman 
of Spirit. As ſoon as poſſible, ſhe brought Honoria 
into Company, where every one aſſiſted the Kind 
Mother in ſpoiling the happy Workmanſhip of Na- 
ture, by flattering her to ſuch Exceſs, that her Vani- 
ty grew faſter than her Stature. She had a very pret- 
ty Ferſon, a great deal of Vivacity, and naturally a2 
good Heart, and Underſtanding; but as in other neg- 
lected Soils, the Tares grew ſo faſt that they choaked 
the better Seeds. From Precept and Example ſhe. 
ſoon learnt all the faſhionable Affectations, and ſo new 
modelled her Face and Perſon, diſguiſed her Senti- 
ments, diſcarded her old Qualities, and acquired new | 


ones, that N ature did not know her own Crea- 
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tion, but thought another Prometheus was ariſen, who 


had produced this phantaſtic Animal. To dreſs was 


her ſole Buſineſs, to be feen was all her Study, and 
to be admired her only with When ſhe was at 
Home, her Employment was to prepare for appear- 
ing Abroad with Splendor ; and when Abroad, Cards, 
the Exerciſe of the Graces, ſhe had ſtudicd, with an 
eager Obſervation of the Admirers they gained her, 
divided her Attention. 
Pride, Vanity, and Caprice, age the Compoſiti- 
on of Honoria's Mind. She changed her Opinions 


oftener than her Choaths, founded on no fixed Prin- 


ciples, they depended on her Dreſs, the Company 
ſhe was with, or the Humour of the Day. Her Ex- 
preſſions of Diſlike or Approbation of the ſmalleſt 
1 rifles, were as violent as if on them had depended 
the Happineſs. or Miſery of Life. In her own Phraſe 
ſhe delgſted one Hour, what ſhe died for the next; 
enjoying a conſtant and quick Succeſſion of paſſionate 
Fondneites, or exceſſive Averſions. Her Expreſſions 
put one in Mind of the Glaſſes of a Microſcope, they 
magnified much beyond the beſt of 1*.m ; they would 
increaſe an Hour to an Age, or an Eternity, enlarge 
a ſmall Atom to an Infinity, or an Imme:/ity ; they 
could multiply ten Yards to twenty thouſand Miles, 
nay, ſo far have they been known to confound and 
magnify, as to diſcover Places a thouſand Miles 1280 
Eternity, j 

I am the more tedious in my Deſcription of her, 
my Princeſs, becauſe. you have been excluded from 
Society ever fince you were capable of making Obſer- 
vations; otherwiſe I ſhould only have told you in a 
few Words, that ſhe was like many you muſt have 
ſeen, who are taught to think of nothing but them- 


ſelves, make all Humanity center in Self love; in 


whoſe Breaſts Vanity ſwallows up all other Paſſions, 
N "Thas 
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Thus guided by Whim, and hurried by Vanity, 
Flonaria lived, when her Mother died of a Fever, oc- 
caſioned by drinking ſome Lemonade, when violently 
heated at a full Maſquerade, Honorid's Thoughts 
had never wandered ſo far from her pretty Perſon, as 
to conſider of what was her future Proviſion; till by 
the Death of a Mother equa'ly thoughtleſs, ſhe found 


herſelf left without a Fortune EPS to maintain 


her. Serious Reflexions would now intrude, but ſhe 
found them ſo painful, that ſhe endeavoured to divert 
them by flying from herſelf into Company; Which 
ſoon relieved a Heart, too full of vain Trifies, to have 
any Room for the tender Affections, ſhe might 
have ſuffered. for a Parent's Death. However, not 
entirely devoid: of Reaſon, ſhe took a ſmall Lodging, 
and determined by living without a Servant, and in 


the moſt ſparing Manner, to endeavour to ſupport 


herſelf on her ſmall Pittance, till ſome one of her 
Lovers ſhould offer her a ſplendid Fortune ; this ſhe 
thought her irreſiſtible Charms muſt ſoon procure. 
Neceſſity made her a good (Economilt ;- ſhe denied 
herſelf every Comfort in Life, in order to provide 
herſelf with, to ber the more neceſſary, Vanities, and 
ſuffered the pinching Wants of Poverty at Home, 


to enable herſelf to appear Abroad on an equal Foot- 
ing with her Acquaintance. 


As Honoria was pretty, ſhe received the Addreſſes 
of nzany Gentlemen, who amuſed their idle Hours by 
flattering her Vanity; but one named Brin had more 
particularly raiſed her Hopes ; he appeared to diſtin- 
guiſh her from others by a ſerious Regard ; and ſhe 
knew him to be a Man too generous, to be frighted 
at finding her Fortune. fo different from what it was 
reported. She ſoon perceived her Hape was vain, 
and that his Addreſſes were only the Effects of idle 
Gallantry, without Thought or Deſign, which were 
ended by the deep Impreſſion young Amigta' $ —_— 
| made 
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made on his Heart. Her Beauty was not ſuperior to 
Honoria's, but ſhe appeared leſs ſenſible of it. Free 
from Vanity or Affectation, ſhe leſt Nature it's full 
Power of pleaſing. 

Brion, on his firſt Acquaintance with Amin:a neg- 
 leted all the reſt of the Sex, to ſhew the Preference 
his Heart gave to her. Being in every Reſpect a- 
greeable, he was well received by his Fair one, who 
had too little Art to conceal a mutual Senſibility. 
His Paſſion was greatly increaſed by perceiving it was 
not without Return. 

Honos ia was too anxious for Succeſs, to be blind 
to the Triumph of her Rival, and reſented at once 
the Affront to her Charms, and the Diſappointment 
of her Hopes. She began to find that her Admirers 
were not inclined to reſcue her from approaching Po- 
verty. Experience had to her ſurprize convinced her, 
that the Addreſſes ſhe had looked upon as Proofs of 
the profound Adoration, Nature had formed her to 
_ inſpire, were empty Sounds; and that while her 
Lovers laviſhed their Time upon her, they kept to 
themſelves the ſole Poſſeſſion of their Hearts. | 

Honoria's Temper was ruMed by all theſe Diſap- 
pointments; continual Mortifications, which ſhe was 
obliged to conceal, made her envy every happier Per- 
ſon, but none ſo nach as. Aminta, whom ſhe looked 
upon as the Cauſe of many of them; perſuaded, that 
had not ſhe won Brien's Affections from her, ne 
would have offered her a Refuge in Matrimony. 

Nothing increaſes ſo faſt, if uncontrouled, as En- 
vy; from being hurt at a Happineſs ſhe cou not en- 
joy, ſhe began to wiſh to deſtroy it. The only Means 
ſhe could find of gratifying her Malice, was by in- 
forming Aminta's Guardian of the mutual Paſſion be- 
tween her and Brion; knowing, that as he deſigned 


ber for * own nn her Fe ortune making it deſirable, 


dhe endeavoured to obtain an Invitation into ſome La- 
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he would take the beſt Meaſures for defeating the Pre- 


tenſions of any other Perſon. 
Honorta's Scheme met with all the Succeſs ſhe 


could expect; Aminta was forbid ſpeaking to her 


Lover, and kept from every Place where ſhe might 


have the Power of diſobeying an Injunction which 
nothing but want of Opportunity to diſobey could 


have made effectual; for Lovers learn Diſobedience 
of their own Hearts, which by refuſing to obey them, 
teach them to rebel againſt the Orders of others. 
Aminta's Guardian, to excuſe this Proceeding, in- 
vented numerous Falſhoods of Prion, and repreſented 
him in the bad Light in which he wiſhed him to ap- 
pear to her; but to little Purpoſe ; the firſt Proof the 
ever gave of Obſtinacy and Self- conceit, was in now 
believing her Love and Reaſon, rather than all the 
Calumnies her Guardian would have impoſed upon 
her. | ; ; 
Brien ſoon found Aminta was impriſoned ; and, as 
his Fortune equalled hers, and Marriage had been the 
Object of his Wiſhes, he made formal Propoſals; 
which, contrary to his Hopes, were rejected, and kept 
ſecret from Aminta, who felt from her ill Fortune all 
that a tender Lover can ſuffer, 9 7 
The only Beneiit Honoria received from this bad 
Action, was the crucl Pleaſure of making others as 
unhappy as herſelf, Brion was ſo much dejected, that 
he had neither Gallantry nor Politeneſs enough, to 
give her the leaſt Room to hope, that the ſhould ſuc- 
ceed Aminta in his Heart. He came little into Com- 
pany, and when he was forced among them his 
Thoughts were abſent. The very little Honoria in- 
herited was ſo diminiſhed, that ſhe had not a Poſſibi- 
lity of ſubſiſting much longer upon it. She tried the 
Strength of every Lover's Paſſion, and ſaw: little En- 
couragement to expect Relief from any one of them. 


dy's 
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dy s Houſe, but ſome thought ber too handſome for 


a Companion, others too gay and proud; in ſhort, 
tho' every one had carcited her, no one loved her, ſhe 
was made to amule the Fancy, not to engage the 
Heart, ſo that ſhe found herſelf without a-Friend; 

From the Time of her Mother's Death, that ſhe 
was obliged to part with all their Servants, the had 
accuſtomed to go to Market to buy her Dinner as 
well as to dof. it, which, ignorant of all the Arts of 


modern Cookery, was generally done in the Manner 


piactiſed by Homer's Heroes, broiled on the Coals; 
and when her Engagements were very numerous, ſhe 
would perform this Office in a filver Stuff and dreſicd 
Head. When 1cduccd to go to Market, under a 


Riding Hocd and all the Diſzuiſe vhich Dreſs would 


afford her, her Vanity had hitherto found Refuge ; 
but at the Height of her Anxiety about the low Eſtate 
of her Circumſtances, one fatal Day drove it from its 
Aſylum. The Earlineſs of the Hour at which ſhe 
went on this Occupation, did not prevent her meet- 
ing with a rival Beauty, nor could her Dreſs conceal 
her from ber Notice, as it bad Hitherto done from 
every other Perſon's. g ww 

Poor Honoria carried the Kall eee ſor her 
ſparing Meal on a Skewer, and was reflecting with 
Grief, that, altho' in Quantity it was very little, and 
in Quality very elegant, yet ihe could buy but few 
more of theſe poor Dinners; when ſhe was met by 
Flavin, the Lady I bave mentioned, who was itruck 
with a Reſemblance to ZZonorigy but alk not believe 
it was her, under ſo extraordinary an Appearance, 
had not the Confuſion of the poor Lady, on ſeeing 
her Acquaintance look at her ſo narrowly, and her 
Endeavour to avoid her, made the Caſe plain. The 
ill Nature of this envious Rival, made her accoſt the 


mortified Fair one, who wild have ſaved: herſelf 


from this Diſgrace, at the Hazard of her Life, had 
any 
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any Means offered ; but pale and trembling, with 
ſcarcely Spirits enough left her to reply to the -Sur- 
prize Flavia expreſſed at her Dreſs and Employment, 
ſhe endeavoured to paſs it off as a Frolic, telling her, 
that being curious to fee the Manners of the lower 
Sort of People, having riſen particularly early that 

Morning, ſhe had taken the Dreſs and Office of her 
Maid, and been at Market, where ſhe imagined the 
ſhould ſec a great deal of them ; adding, that ſhe had 
been exceſſively diverted with her Frolic. * Frighted 
„you mean,” anſwered the mercileſs Fiavia, I ne- 
« ver ſaw ſo much Terror expreſſed in any one's 
„Countenance. I cannot but ſay,“ continued ſhe, 
„ that} there is much CEconomy in ſuch Frolics, if, 
ce to carry on the Jeſt, you intend that yourſelf and 
& Servants ſhould all dine on the ſmall Burden on 
ce that Skewer,” Laughing at the Trophy of her 
Frolic which ſhe ſeemed to carry in triumph,” tho? it 
bore more of the Appearance of melancholy Fe 
than of Mirth. 

Poor Honoria haftened away from this cruel 
Wretch, who inſulted the Diſtreſs ſhe before ſuſpect- 
ed, and arrived at Home more dead than alive; nor 
could the recover herſelf ſufficiently' during the reſt 
of the Day to perform the Evening's Engagement. 
Flavia's Malice was buſy during this ſhort Confine- 


ment; having diſcovered ſuch on ans of Fonoria's Po- 


verty, ſhe employed herſ-If in diligently enquiring in- 
to her Affairs, and took Tuch ſure Means of being 


Inj ormed, that ſhe learnt the whole Courſe of Hino 


's Economy: It had before appeared odd to her, 

| Qi keeping but one Man Servant, ſhe ſhould chuſe 
to have him out of Livery. But ſhe now found, that 
Honoria, who could ſo well conquer her Indolence, as 
ko perform all menial Offices for herſelf, had not been 


, beat being ſuppoſed to wy no Footman. She was 
ſenſible 


3 


— 


Wle to get enough the better of her Vanity, as to 
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ſenſible ſhe could not afford the Expence of one, fo 
thought of an Expedient to reconcile her Vanity and 
Poverty. Accordingly ſhe found out a poor Man, 
who, not feeling any mavatje Houſe from too humble \ 
an Opinion of his daily Employment, undertook to 
attend her when ſhe bad Company, and to hire him- 
ſelf Cloaths from a well furniſhed Street, out of the f 
Profits of this Employ. By this Means he appeared 
in a ſurprizing Variety of Dreſſes, which ſometimes 
fitted ſo ill, as ſerved to amuſe the Cotnpany, tho' no c 
one gueſſed the occaſion of it. ch 
Flavia thought the Intelligence ſhe had gained, gave ; 
her a good Opportunity of being revenged of ſome : 
Slights ſhe had received from Handitio; on Account ] 
of her Birth, her Father being a Mechanic; who, by 8 
a very ſordid Way of Life, had been enabled to leave J 
his Daughter ſuch a Fortune, as ſufficed to introduce t 
her into what is called good Company ; where every 
one who has much Money, with little Skill, and great KM 
Readineſs to hazard it at. Play, may find their Merits I 
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rewarded by a polite Reception, the Effects of them 
accepted with Pleaſure, and their Company accord- 
ingly careſſed. Envy and Revenge when they join 
Forces may work much greater Matters, than making 
a ſpiteful Woman fatigue herſelf, in order to publiſh 
any diſgraceful Circumſtances, her Induſtry has learnt; - 
Flavia fo laboured in the Execution of her Purpoſe, 
that in two Days Time the whole Town was made 
perfectly acquainted with all ſhe had diſcovered con- 
cerning Honoria. 
Hunoria ignorant of her al F ene the Day et 
this fatal Rencontre, was led by her evil Stars to an 
Aſſembly, compoſed of many of her Acquaintance, 
who had born moſt Envy to her Beauty. She had 
dreſſed herſelf that Day with particular Care, fully 
bent on Conqueſt; not with the Careleſneſs of a Co- 
quet, who aims only at the Glory of conquering, but 
— Wich 
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with the anxious Eagerneſs of one, whoſe Neceſſities 
are more ſharp than thoſe of the moſt greedy Vanity. 
Her Cloaths were fine, all her little Ornaments placed 
with exquiſite Taſte, and her Beauty appeared with 
more than common Luftre ; before ſhe left Home ſhe 
beheld herſelf in the Looking-glaſs with infinite Sa- 
tisfaction, and the new Hopes her Beauty inſpired, 
communicated new Charms to her Countenance. She 
entered the Aſſembly Room, with a certain Aſſurance 
of being the Object of general Admiration, every 
Look ſeemed to demand it as a Rigbt, and her Eyes 
wandered round the Room, only to ſee who paid the 
Tribute due to her triumphant Charms, with the 
humbleſt Adoration, or moſt extatic Rapture. Think 
of the Shock ſhe muſt have felt, when ſhe ſaw a ge- 
neral Giggle, of which, by various Looks and Geſ- 
tures ſhe appeared the Obj ect. Every Face expreſſed 
Contempt, inſtead of Admiration. This Reception 
threw her into Confuſion, tho' ſhe could not compre- 
hend the occaſion of it, not imagining it could be 
the Reſult of an Aﬀair which ſhe hoped might be 
looked upon as a Frolic ; but the female Part of the. 
Company, whofe Malice was heightened by the Splen- 
dor of her Beauty, and the Richneſs of her Dreſs, 
ſoon let her underſtand, by crue Jeſts, and audible 
Whiſpers, that all her Tnventions for the Conceal- 
ment of her Poverty were come to Light, and that 
every one was as well acquainted with her Diſtreſs as 
herſelf, Poor Hencria was, by conflicting Paſſions, 
turned to a Statue; Shame, Grief, and Reſentment, . 
rendered her ſilent; till the Suppreflion of theſe tu- 
multuous Senſations, overcame her entirely, and ſhe 
fell into an hyſteric Fit, Her ſavage, Perſecutors, 
were little touched at the Agony into which they had 
thrown her. The tendereſt Appellations ſhe receiv- 
ed were, Vain Thing! conceited Wreteh! The other 


Sex leſs obdurate to diſtreſſed Beauty, gave her 5 | 
me 
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= Succour that was in their Power, till they brought 


er to her Senſes, and then they conveyed her to a 
*Chair which Sed her home. 

It would be refh in me to attempt the Deſcription 
of Hinor ids State of Mind, wuen out of'a Croud 
which frighted away Reflection. The Imagination 
only can een it, when we conſider her as a Wo- 
man compoſed of Pride and Vanity, whoſe ſole Hap- 
pineſs was centered in the Smiles of the World, and 
the Dignity of her Appearance, anxious to ob- 
tain the Affecdions of ſome Man, who would think 
the Poſſeſſion of her Charms a ſufficient Exchange 
for his Fortune; adding to this, that the had Senſe 
enough to feel the F olly which had brought on this 
; Diggrace, and to ſee the Horror of the extreme Po- 
verty, from which, aſter having appeared in ſo ridi- 
culous a Light, ſhe could not hope any one would 
condeſcend to deliver her. The Agitation of her 
Mind threw her into a Fever, which Pon conſumed 
the very little Money ſhe had remaining. 

In this Interim Honoria found the Generodty of 
| each Sex was pretty equal; they both ſought the Gra- 
fication of different Paſſions to her Ruin. Tho? too 
ill to fee any one, ſhe received Offers of Settlements 
from diffe Terent Gentlemen, encouraged by the Know- 
Jedge of ber Diſtreſſes. Theſe Inſults ſhewed her, 
bow low ſhe now was in the Eſteem of the World, 
and would have deprived her of all Hopes of mend- 
ing her Situation, had ſhe ſtill retained any. Theſe 
cruel Propoſals the rejected with proper Reſentment, 
and, to their Surprize convinced thoſe who made them, 
that even her Vanity had Bounds, and tho' it could 
lead her into Folly, would not fo glaringly betray her 
into Vice; even when aſſiſted with extreme Poverty, 
and a total Inability of relieving it; for her Education 
had made her incapable gf wy Thing that 9 4 
now be of uſe to her, 
. | Henorie 
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Honoria found herſelf entirely neglected by her own 


Sex, except by Flavia, whoſe Revenge not yet being 
fully ſatiated, longed to have her for her Servant, who 
had before deſpiſed her for being an inſignificant Citi- 


zen. When the thought Fnoria might be driven 
to the greateſt Extremities ſhe came to her, and told 
her, that the Knowledge of her Circumſtances induc- 
ed her to offer to take her for her Servant, her Maid 
being going away ; at the ſame time hinting ſhe made 
this Propoſal out of Charity. The mortified Honoria 


would rather have performed this Office for any other 


Perſon ; but ſenſible how ill ſhe was qualified for any 
thing of that Kind, and of the Diſadvantage ſhe 
ſhould -receive from her Birth and former Way of 


Life, in ſeeking for ſuch an Employment, her prefling 


Neceſſities obliged her to accept Flavia's Offer with 
Thanks; and in a few Days ſhe went to her Houſe, 
| Flavia's Motive for taking Honoria would incline * 


one to expect ill Treatment from her, but it exceeded 


what could have been imagined; ſhe lived in a con- 
tinual Triumph over Honoria's Misfortunes, ſeeking 
Opportunities of making her perform ſome ſervile 


Office before thoſe with whom ſhe had lived on an 
Equality; and flying into violent Paffions, on the leaſt 


Omiſſion, or any Conſequences of Honoria's Igne- 


rance of the Duties of her Place, which were much 


multiplied, and made more mean, in order to mortify 
the too much mortified Honoria; who acted in her 


new Part as well as the Diſtraction of her Mind 


would permit; but Flavia's Cruelty, aggravating this 
great Change of Situation, ſhe funk into ſo deep a 
Melancholy, that her Tears never ceaſed flowing, and 


every Action was performed with Terror. 


Aminta, who was acquainted with Flavia, came 
to viſit her -when ſhe was at her Toilette, in one of 
Aminta's few Days of Liberty. Had the not heard 
that Flavia had taken Homoria into her Service, ſhe 
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„ could not have known her, ſo much was ſhe altered 
1 by Vexation. Vlavia, to pleaſe her Pride, had a Sa- 
1 tisſaction in behaving ill to Honoria before Company, 
and when ſhe ſaw her overcome with ber ill Treat- 
ment, ind melting into Tears, ſhe would reproach 
her with her Pride, enumerating all the Evils it had 
brought on her, and triumphing over the Humilia- 
tions ſhe was now obliged to ſuffer. But Flavia did 
not inflict all the Pain Honoria felt while Aminta was 
preſent. Misfortunes had mended her Heart; by 
Affliction ſhe was foftened to a thouſand Senſations 
to which ſhe was before inſenſible; the Sight of Amina 
recalled to her Remembrance the moſt criminal Ac- 
tion of her Life; obſerving that ſhe could ſcareely for- 
bear joining in her Tears, and finding that ſne had 
taken the Opportunity a ſhort Abſence of Honoria 
from the Room had given her, to repreſent to Flavia 
the Cruelty ſhe was guilty of, touched her Heart and 
Mlled it with Remorſe; which was greatly heightened 
a few Days after, when Aminta having ſent for her, 
told her, that, ſhocked to ſee what ſhe was reduced to 
endure, ſhe took the Liberty of offering a Releaſe 
from it, by paying her ſuch a yearly Income as ſhould 
enable her to live free from Servitude, if ſhe could re- 
lolve to retire to ſome cheap Country- place. 
Aminta's Generoſity gave Honoria more Pain than 
Pleaſure; it awakened in her ſo ſharp a Senſe of the 
'j .. Injuries ſhe had done her, as rendered her incapable 
WW | of feeling Joy. She declared ſhe could not accept fo 
great a Benefit from one, whoſe Compaſſion could 
not reach her, if ſhe knew how ill ſhe had deſerved 
at her Hands; and that ſhe ſhould ſuffer leſs from the 
Cruelty of her Miſtreſs, than in the Thought of re- 
ceiving fo much Good in return for Evil; and imme- 
diately to let her know how much ſhe was miſtaken 
in her, if ſhe thought ſhe deſerved her Pity, ſhe gave 
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her an Account of the Means Revenge had induced 


her to take, in order to ſeparate ber and Brin. 
. Antinta was pleaſed with the Sincerity of Huntig' s 
Gonftffong ſhe thought that the Perſon Who could ſo 
frankly, with ſo much Concern, and at a Tine when 
it might prove ſo hurtful to herſelf, declare an Injury 
ſhe had done, mult at that Time be incapable of do- 
ang it, and be like the Sinner, whoſe ſincere Repent- 
ance can give Joy even to Saints and Angels. But 
had this Proceeding pleaded, leſs forcibly in her Fa- 
your, Aminta's Humanity could not have reſented the 
Injury, when ſhe-ſaw the Perſon who: did it ſo oppreſied 
by Mis fortunes. She found it very difficult to prevail 
with the Penitent to accept her Offer; and till mors, 
to {top the Overflowings of her Gratitude,, which ſhe 
expreſſed fo ſtrongly, as really hurt Aminta, who did 
not think the Action deferved ſo many Acknowledg- 
ments, ſince, to her generous Mind, the relieving the 
Diſtreſſed appeared a Duty. But Gratitude was ak 


moſt a new Senſation to Honor:a, ſhe had. never 
given herſelf Leiſure to reflect till of late, that 
Thought had obtruded itſelf to encreaſe the Senſe- of 


Pain; and ſince that Time, ſhe. had never received 


even the leaſt Mark of Kindneſs, ſcarcely of Huma- 
nity, that could excite. a momentary Gratitude. It 
is no Wonder therefore, if Aminta's generous Con- 
duct made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion, eſpecially N 
could leaſt of all expect a Benefit from her. un 
Honoria now, with a grateful Heart, retired Sato 
a diſtant Country, Aminta recommending: a Perſon 
who had been ber Servant, ad was Agce. == 
where Fenoria could lodge. 
Ide Solitude whereto ſhe N ee ma- 
ny heavy dull Hours, to a Woman who: had always 
lived in the midſt of Amuſements and Gaicty. The 


People around her were common Farmers, their Lan- 


Suage ſcarcely intelligible to her who was. a Stranger 
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to their DialeCt ; and the Subjects of their Converſa- 
tion as little to be underſtood by one, who knew not 
ſo much t James of the principal Branches of 
their Cares. To her it appeatgd a new World; ſhe 
ſaw few of her own Species, but wherever ſhe turned 
her Eyes, the lower Part of the Creation feemed So- 
vereigns of the Land. She had no Taſte for rural 
Scenes, nor — 1 She began to 
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Sund Cauſe to — and often to o bluſh for; herſelf. 
Any one in this Situation muſt find Thought very 
painful; it is true, the Neceſſity of looking into her 
own Heart mended it, but the Benefit was acquired 
in the moſt uneaſy Manner; it was effected by me- 
lancholy Retroſpection, and Repentance for div paſt 
Errors, inſtead of being wrought by a Senſe of the 
Pleaſures ariſing from virtuous Principles. At laſt, 
no longer able to endure her own Thoughts, ſhe re- 
collected the Advice Aminta had given her, as well as 
ſome Books on which it was founded, deſigned to 
*enliven her Solitude. Reading was an Amuſement 
to which Honoria had not been accuſtomed, and there- 
fore the firſt Trial gave her little Pleaſure; but as 
every Thing was better than her own Company, un- 
leſs her Mind would have afforded her more agreeable 
Subjects for Contemplation, ſhe perſiſted, and ſoon 
began to reliſh her Studies. Nature had given her a | 
good Underſtanding, which Want of Cultivation had 
in ſome meafure hid, but could not ſpo ill. 
6s Aminta had Hunsrims Imprbremenr as: mach 
ett $ her Relief, ſhe chofe ſuch Books as, while 
they entertained, would mend ber Heart, and teach 
her to reflect and reaſon. Honoria found her Princi- 
ples begin to improve, in a Way leſs painful than by 


meer Reflecton and W and grew happier 
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as well as better. She learnt | to, deſpiſe the! Way « of 


Life in which ſhe had moſt delighted, and not to re- 
gret the Loſs of thoſe Things, which ſne once thought 


the Bleſſings of her Proſperity. Her Conduct and her 


Way of Life raiſed her above the Ovſcurity in which 


| V Meanneſs of the Houſe ſhe lived in bad placed 


She attracted the Notice of the People of Fa- 
— the Neighbourhood; who thereupon viſited 
her; among theſe the Gentlemen were not the leaſt 
aſſiduous in their Civilities; a Recluſe ſo fair and 
young, excited their Curioſity before they knew her; 
and, after Acquaintance, her Conduct won their E- 
tem, Sbe had by Reading been taught the Lan- 
guage of common Senſe, and diſclaimed her Affecta- 
tions. Many of her Vanities were mortified and 
dead, but perhaps neither Time nor Diſappointments 
can conquer all Vanity, at leaſt Honoria's was Proof 


againſt their Power; ſhe itil] retained enough of what 


had appeared in her to be the very Principle of Lite, 
to be pleaſed with the Impreſſion ſhe faw every one 


had conceived in her Favour, Her philoſophie Life, 


the rational Manner in which every Hour was em- 
ployed, was greatly endeared to her by being the Sub- 
ject of many Compliments, and the Occaſion of much 
Admiration and Eſteem. But among thoſe who praiſed 
her for her uncommon Conduct, no one felt ſo ſincere- 
ly what ſhe ſaid as young Pedro, who came into the 
Country not long after her, and in a Temper of Mind 
as melancholy as her own. “ But as for the Occa- 


. ſion of it, my Princeſs,” added Sabrina, I muſt 


<« entreat you to wait patiently, for if I. go on ſo faſt, 


I ſhall exhauſt my Lungs and Memory too fon,” | 
for neither of them can laſt long without a little 
© Reſpite. It will be prudent to ſpin them both out, 
-f5 — JI may the Tue: N 8 one, and yy! he 
Shen. {47 

28 This,“ laid Carintbla; « is one 105 the Pe of 
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% Precautions of Age. Is not the Perverſeneſs of our 
“ Natures ſhewn, by our being flow in all our Pro- 
e ceedings, when we have but little Time leſt for the 
«© Performance, and hafty and precipitate when we 
<« have a whole Life before us? A Perſon who can- 
<< not reafonably expect to live an Hour, will defer 
4e the moſt neceſſary Action till the next Day, while 
<: one that has a fair Proſpect of many Years before 
him, raſhly loſes many Pleaſures, by graſping at 
« them before they are mature. To be always in Ex- 
c tremes might be bad enough, but, to be always in 
that Extreme which is leaſt fit for us, is highly per- 
« verſe. However, my dear Sabrina,” continued 
the Princeſs, © it would be very unjuſt to accuſe you 
wi Slownefs in your Conformity to my Inclinations, 
<« ſince. you have moſt induſtriouſly, as well as rea- 
«*« dily complied with them; inſomuch;- that I ſome- 
times reproach myſelf, for ſuffering you to undergo 


0 ſo much Fatigue. In ſhort, your Method ſuits 


© your Years; being beyond Youth you proceed 


78 1 the Precipitation natural to it, and not 


kept to an Air of 
4 ſteriouſneſs fo neceſſary to Prophecies; only unlike 


e being arrived at old Age, you have not its Slow 
<< neſs; in the happy Meridian you go on with Steddi- 
& neſs and Regularity, not ſpoiling by Hurry, nor 
« damping by Delays : Therefore 1 readily conſent 
4 to let Pedro ſeek Relief from the Country Air, be- 
« fore we undertake to cure him by Love; for I per- 
«*ceive that he and Honoria are to ſigh ſeparate with 
c ſo much Harmony, that at laſt they ſhall more 
< melodiouſiy figh together. Similitude of Woes are 
<< to attract them to Pleaſures, and out of private 
« Miſery they are to conſtitute mutual Happineſs.” ' 
„ Your. Highneſs has drawn up your: Prediction 
ce very irieniovly, 1 regen Sober ina, 6 you have 
titheſis which gives the My- 


* $a of our latter 9 * have not learnt 
the 
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the Art of making it ſo. very obſcure, that it may 
<< be with equal Eaſe explained either way, according 
as the Event may turn out: Whereas you have 
6 been ſo explicit, that your prophetic. Spirit will 
fall into Diſgrace, if they ſhould come to a melan- 
&« choly End.“ o oqno+ridghadt ons wad 
„„ Thbat cannot be, anſwered Carinthia, * there 
are ſome Circumſtances too ludicrous in Honoria's 
Life, to entitle her to make a tolerable Figure 
as a tragic Heroine; ſhe has not Dignity enough 
< to be exalted above a Country, Gentle woman, who, 
% as the very Pinnacle of her Fate, marries and 
There is ſomething in what you ſay,” replied 
Sabrina; ] confeſs the only untimely End ſhe could 
c pretend to the Honour of, is hanging herſelf in her 
6 Girdle; and that a pretty, and conſequently a vain 
% Woman, could never think of, as it would make her 
look black in the Face, and render her an uncomely- 


7 


* Corpſe, However, your Highneſs does not know 


ho much better I may be to Honoria than ſhe de- 
<<. ſerves ; I may beſtow a Dignity upon her of Which 
& ſhe has yet ſnewn no Signs. In ſhort, I. cannot al- 
low you to. ſee the Denoument of my Novel till I 
“ declare it; you will tempt me, out of meer Per- 

verſeneſs, to contradict the Truth, in grder, to 
* contradict you, rather than allow what is written 

in the dark, Book of Fate to be ſo obvious. I ſhall 
ſooner lead my Nymph to her Grave than to her 

© bridal Bed, if you will anticipate my Story; 1 ſhall 
6“ ſtrew her pale Corſe with. Flowers, inſtead of 
* adorning with Garlands her baſhful Beauties, bluſni 
ing like the Morn; And to the nuptial Bower lead- 


V ingiber nothing lath. See what a Cataſtrophe, 2 
It 18 


may oecaſion, by perſiſting in prophecy ing: 

not for your Years, leave to me, Who come 
nearer the true Sibylline Age; no one foretells what 
ay 5 C 
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10 is to come, till he or ſhe is too old to enjoy the 
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Concluſion of the Hiſtory of Ho NORTA,' 


W H EN cin thought ſhe had afforded Sabri- 
na as long a Reſpite as ſhe could deſire, the 
told her, that as ſhe had not continued to propheſy, 
ihe hoped ſhe would not condemn Hoen:ria to ſo me- 

23 a Fate as ſhe had threatened. | 

„ That,“ anſwered Sabrina, is according to the 
« Humour I ſhall then be in; but if we bring her to 
“ Church, we will there conſult what we ſhall do 
„ with her, we will not defraud the Parſon of his 
& Dues, he muſt e either the bridal or the burial 
< Fees.” 

Pedro was a young Gents, e Sabrina, 7” 
juſt returned from his Travels. On his Arrival he 
was informed of the Death of a very worthy Father, 
whom he tenderly loved. The Funeral Ceremony 
had been but juſt performed. Unable to think of 
ſettling his Affairs at that Time, he fled from a Houſe 
where ſo cruel: a Misfortune had happened, and di- 
rected his Courſe to that of a dear Friend, in whoſe 
Boſom he had been accuſtomed to repoſe every 
Thought from his Childhood, and from whoſe Aﬀec- 
tion he hoped to find ſome Conſolation under ſo ſevere 
an Affliction; but, to compleat his Wretchedneſs, at 
the End of his Journey he found that Friend ex- 
piring; with only juſt Life enough remaining to 
give one farewel Erb Rh to Pedro, and to ſhew a 


—_—_ to part wi himy which had not before 
[7 appeared 
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appeared in him at the bene f relinqui 

Life. | "90 41S” 
Oppreſſed by theſe Misfortunes; Pedro retired ints 
thi Country in Search of Solitude, the Wiſh of the 
Unfortunate. The Farmer at whoſe Houſe Honoria 
lived was Fenant to Pedro, and their Houſes — 


not above a Mile diſtant. This honeſt Man —.— ; 
on 


at the long Continuance of his Maſter's A 
and at his ſtrict Adherence to the Reſolution of flying 
all Company, wiſhed to bring him acquainted with 
Henoria, whoſe Converſation he thought might amuſe 
bim, and lead him to ſee thoſe Perſons at her Lodging, 
which he excuſed himſelf from admitting into his o.] n 
Houſe, He knew that not all the Allurements of 
Beauty, nor the Brilliancy of Wit, ſo much atttacted 
the Regard of the Unfortunate as a Similitude of Di- 
ſtreſs; he therefore took frequent Occaſion to tall to 
his Landlord: of Honoria, and the Melancholy with 
which ſhe was overwhelmed when ſhe firſt came to his 
Houſe; He deſcribed her Way of Life, and ſaid ſd 
many Things of her, as raiſed a little Curioſity 3 in Pe- 
dro after this Fellow-Mourner; but he was in no 
Hutry to gratify it, and their Acquairitance might 
Have boen long 2 98 rn not Chance forced Hi 
into it. t 
ee bad: bed W by dn Brening: 16.0%! 
tend her Wal a little beyond her Knowledge, and 
was much puzzled to find her Way home, when Pe- 
dro happened to paſs through the fame Field. She va 
gladto meet any one, though a Stranger, ho might 
put her in the right Road, which ſhe enquired of him. 
Pedro immediately perceived it was his Farmer's: 
Gueſt, and was ſurprized to ſee ſo much Beauty dwell 
with a Taſte for Retirement; for ſuch the Reaſon of 
her living there was imagined to be, from the Letter 
Aminta had written to the Farmer on Honoria s 
down. Her Appearance ſo much encreaſed his Cu- 


M 5 | riolity, 
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riofity, that he undertook to ſhew her the Way ſhe 
aſked, and accompanied her. As the Length of their 
Walk afforded them. a good deal of Converſation, 


they became too well acquainted for Pedro to be excuſ- 


ell viſtiog her, eſpecially as the was in a manner his 


| Tenant. 


As Hemria ſtill ſbetryed a Weg Tincture of Me- 
lancholy, ſhe naturally converſed without any of that 
Gaiety of which Pedro could not have partaken; this 


made her ſo agreeable to him, that he renewed his Vi- 


"fits with Pleaſure, Both their Hearts being ſoftened 
by Grief, they were rendered the more ſuſceptible of 


F 


8 tender Impreffions, and they ſoon felt for each other a 


warmer kind of Benevolence, which they ſuppoſed the 
-Fift Dawnings of Friendſhip. Pedro would lament 


"his Misfortunes, and H:noria, with unfeigned Com- 


paſſion, endeavour to alleviate them. They mingled 
_ Sorrows, till more pleaſing Paſſions began to fill their 
Hearts. She was enamoured with the Diſpoſition 


Which could fo affectionately lament a Father and a 
Friend, and he, charmed with the Sympathy he per- 
ceived in her. He repeated his Viſits ſo frequently, 
that they were ſeldom aſunder; they read together; 


and talking over their Studies, he opened her Mind, 


hitherto unuſed to Books, explaining whatever was 


above her Comprehenſion ; and, by his Obſervations, 


gave a Dignity to the moſt trifling art of their Read 


ing. | Gratitude for his Inſtructions endeared him ſtill 


more to Honoria; the Docility, and quick Apprehen- 
ſion of his Scholar, was an additional Charm to Pe- 
dre, which more firmly fixed her Conqueſt. TE 


Pedro's Affliction inſenſibly 8 and Honoria 


found this new Paſſion more effeQually overcame her 
: Vanity, and all remaining Inclination for the faſhion- 


; E, and Diſtre. She loſt all Taſte for any Pleaſure but 


able Follies, than Reaſon, Shame,. Diſappointment, 
bis 
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his Converſation, and received. no Satisfaction from 
any Praiſe that did not flow from his Lips. 


Neglecting every thing but each other, they 8 


reflected on the Occaſion of this Change in their 
Minds, nor perceived that their Behaviour was not 


tinctured with the cuſtomary Reſerve, which will not 
permit ſuch continual Intercourſe between two Per- 
ſons of different Sexes, without expoſing them to. 
fome Cenſures. But a neighbouring Gentleman re- 
minded them of the neceſſary Caution, and of their 
Neglect of it. On meeting Pedro one Evening as he 


returned from Hneria, he rallied him on his Care to 


avoid Company, which might interrupt the happy 


Life he led with her, in ſuch a manner; as awakened 
Pedro to a Recollection of the general Senſe of Man- 


kind. He quickly perceived that he had ſubjected her 


to Cenſure, from a Conduct, which, on examining. 
his Heart, he found oroccaded from. a ſtrong Affec 


tion; and could not help flattering himfelf, that ſhe 


| had been blinded to the unayoidable Conſequence of- 


their grent Intimacy by the ſame Prepoſſeſſion. 

Pedro went the next Morning to En, , and bez — 

ged Pardon for the Impropriety of his Conduct, e&x 
preſſing a ſincere Concern for having ſubjected her to- 


the Slander of the Cenſorious. 


. Hanoria trembled to think of their Imprudence; 2 


| ſhe now recollected that he had ſpent. almoſt all his 
Time with her, though the ſhorteſt Abſence appeared 
to her ſo long, that ſhe had often. fancied” they were 
J ſeldom toget c 


er. She was ſhocked: to find, that in 


every thing in Life ſhe was to meet with Diſappoint- 
ments. She had ſeverely ſuffered for being too fond 
of the World's Reſpect, and now felt no leſs. painful 
5 Conſequences from not attending ſufficiently | to its 
Opinion. Sbe grieved for the Neceſſity, but intreat- 
ed 223 to.yilit her leſs e 5 that by their fu- 
? M6 tue 
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ture Conduct, they might blot out the Remembrance 
of their paſt ladiſcretion, 

This, was too hard a Taſk for the love-ſick P- r, 
who repreſented to her, that there was a Way, much 
more agreeable to him, of 3 their Malice and 
Slauder; which might be moſt effectually done, by not 
only giving their Time, but their Perſons, lawfully 
to each other; and, by the ſame Means, ſhe would 
beſt cure his Senſe af the Misfortunes ſhe had ſo often 
endeavoured to alleviate, by giving him the tendereſt 
and neareſt Relation, and the deareſt Friend, all in 
One. 13 
Honoria's Heart could not dictate a Denial to ſuch 
a Propoſal; nor had ſhe any reaſon to wiſh to contra- 
dict its Inclinations. Love would have ſecured him 
Succeſs had he been as low in Circumſtances as her- 
ſelf ; but Fortune had been his Friend, and laviſh- 
ed her choiceſt Gifts upon him. She related to him 
all the Particulars of her paſt Life, leſt he ſhould 
conceive a Diſguſt from any Circumſtances, which 
might afterwards come to Light. She found a true 
Paſſion was even more ingenious than Self-love ; he 
made better Excuſes for her Actions than ſhe could 
have pleaded for herſelf; and with her paſt Follies, 
and preſent Poverty, ſhe was the Object of his warm- 
eſt Wiſhes, She deferred the Acceptance of his 
Hand, only till ſhe had; performed a proper Compli- 
ment to Aminta, informing her of her good Fortune. 
Aminta accompanied her Congratulations with ſuch 
Cloaths and Linen as were neceſſary for Pedro's Bride, 


which ſhe bought at the ſame time, with her own bri- 


dal Garments, being juſt then come of Age, and go- 
ing to reward the and Brion, with giving him 


herſelf. | 
This Mow left Hunria? s I Mind free "np any Un- 


eaſineſs, and ſhe was more ſenſible of her own Hap- 
pineſs, 
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pineſs, for knowing her Benefactreſs enjoyed an Shany: 
Portion. 

It fell in my Way, Carinthia, to ſee this Cou- 

6 ple frequently, though they always lived in the 
& Country, and I never knew any one more free 

from Vanities than Honoria; Reaſon and Expes. 
„ rience gave her a Contempt for them; by trying 
<« them ſhe learnt how little they were worth; and 

c was made thereby a better Judge, my Princeſs, 

* than one who has been a Priſoner from her Birth. 

«© She became what you would call a dull Follower. 

cc of Reaſon's Dictates, and ever after lived to Wise 
« dom and to Love.” 

A good pretty Vurieey" replies cb 
& but what is this to me, who muſt have all Wiſdom 
and no Love; with a little Gilding it might go 
% down very well as a Pill, but is too bitter for con- 
ce ſtant Food. I confeſs you amuſe my Solitude very 
e much, but as for reconciling me to it by Exam 
<6. ples, 1 find it is above your Hopes, for you do not 
e even attempt it. You ſhew me indeed good pret- 
wes. Retirements, but they are as little like my Situa- 
ce tion as that of a gay Lady. I have as little Chance 
for meeting with a Pedro, as for going to a Maſ- 
« querade; therefore you ſhould not endeavour to 
cure my Defire for the one, by giving me a Taſte 
«© for the other, ſince they are equally out of my 
Reach. After ſhewing me that Love can enliven 
© Solitude, and render the moſt diſmal Situation 
© agreeable, if an Object was to fall in my Way, I 
4 might be in great Danger of trying the Truth of. 
© what you have told me.“ b 
ele you were likely to have any ſuch n 
de ties, I ſhould not repreſent it in ſo favourable a 
cc. Light,” anſwered Sabrina, „for Love is better 
«in —_— than in Life; I could tell you of more In- 

| 6c ſtances 
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& ſtances where it has created Miſery, than where it 
& has been the Foundation of Happineſs. Of all 


&« Roads to Contentment it is the moſt intricate and 
& thorny ; and People. are often ſo wearied by the 


4 Length and Roughneſs of the Way, that before 


<< they arrive at the Jong: ſought Poſſeſſion, they find 
ce out it was not worth the Trouble of the Journey. 


«© The Primroſe Path, in which Pedro and Honoria 


& trod, is made for few; and ſince it has left fo 
60 ogg an Impreſſion en your Highneſs, TI believe L 
<« muſt gratify it with an Inſtance leſs inviting,” 
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HARRIOTT and AUGUSTUS. 


T JARRIOTT was the Daughter of Reynolds, an 
old Officer, whoſe Regiment being diſbanded, 
and not having Intereſt to get removed into an- 

other, he was obliged to retire into the Country, and 
live upon his Half-pay, with the Addition of a Farm 
of about twenty Pounds a Year, which bad been. his 
Wife's Fortune. Harriott was then about ten Years 
old; an Age incapable of regretting: any Change of 
Life, or of harbouring anxious Fears for her future 
Proviſion; but not too young to feel a very deep Af- 
fliction from the Loſs of a tender Mother, who died 
a little before the Regiment, in which her Huſband 
had his Commiſſion, was diſbanded, leaving this fa- 
vourite Child and two Sons, in no diſtreſſed Situation, 
though with no very flattering Proſpects. + 
Harriott by Nature extremely tender, and ſoftened 
by her fond Mother's Indulgence, was more affected 
by her Loſs than at ſo early an Age could have been 
expected, Her Grief was not the ſudden Sorrow of 
a Child, which ends with the firft Shower of Tears; 
but from a violent Shock, ſettled into a Melancholy, 
which could never be quite worn off; fo that ſne 
grew up with a kind of gentle Languor in her Look 
and Manner, which, by wearing an Appearance of 
Exceſs of Senſibility, as indeed it was, charmed every 
one who ſaw her, and made them wiſh for the Pof- 
ſeſſion of a Heart which ſeemed all Love. 1 
| | Illes 
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Lilies and Roſes can do me no Service in deſcrib- 
ing her Complexion, like her Temper it was all Gen-. 
tleneſs; a Skin of that Compoſition by her, appear- 
ed glaring and coarſe, more like the harſh Mixtures 
in a painted Baby than Fleſh and, Blood. r's Was 
exceſſively fair and tranſparent, overſpread with the 


fineſt Bloom, which would, frequently be increaſed 


by a Bluſh, that enabled one almoſt to ſee the Blood 
play thro' 8 Veins. Her Skin was of ſo, delicate a 
Smoethneb, that it appeared of a different Texture 
from any other Perſon's. Her Hair was of an extreme 
fine Brown, and ſhone like Sattin. Her Mouth beau- 
tifully formed, and graced with Dimples; ber Lips 
ungommonly red, her Teeth regular and white, the 
Shape of her Face was rather longer than an Oval, 
her Noſe like the Grecian Venus, her Forehead finely 
ſhaped, and her Eyebrows the prettieſt I ever ſaw. 
Her Eyes were blue, filled with 8Sweetneſs, and a Lan- 
guiſhment which at the ſame Time expreſſed ſuch Pu- 
rity and Innocence, as made her, enchanting. No 
Man ever beheld ber without finding they commu- 
nicated to him, the Tenderneſs of thole Senſations 
which ſeemed to inſpire them. 

Sbe was rather under the middle ** wa but med 
elegantly formed. Her Neck was curiouſly turned, 
and as white as Snow. And altho? ſhe was obliged to 
many Things which would have ſpoilt both the Shape 
and Colour of any other Hands, yet could not. the 
Delicacy of her's be impaired, She had ſuch a Soft- 
neſs of Voice, as made all the Sounds it uttered moſt 


harmonious; but tho' every Word ſhe ſpoke was 


Muſic, yet ſhe could ſtill increaſe the Melody by 
Singing, baving in that Senſe the fineſt Voice that ever 


Nature gave. 


Harriatt's ae was an. clogant as w_ — 
ſon, but had been improved with more Art, tho its 
— were ſo concealed, that as. well as her 2 

ward 


— 
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ward Form, it only appeared the moſt finiſhed Work- 
manſhip of Nature, which came ſo compleat out of 
the Hands of that divine Artificer, that it could admit 
of no Improvement. en u, 
Tou may, perhaps, think me ſtrangely tedious in 
c my Deſcription of a Woman, who you might have 
been better pleaſed to have heard in three Words, 
was very handſome. But the Remembrance of a 
« Form in my Opinion the moſt perfect, and the moſt 
«« enchanting, for ſhe was too elegant to be ſtriking, 
that ever I beheld, is ſo ſtrongly imprinted on my 
„Mind, that I could not forbear a Recapitulation 
of Beauties, which touched every Heart.” 

% Why ſhould you ſuppoſe me fo dull,” anſwered 
Carinthia, ] love a fine Picture, and you have real- 
ly raiſed in me the moſt charming Idea, my Ima- 
& gination ever conceived. I know her fo well now, 
« that I intereſt myſelf for her as for a moſt pleaſing 
& Acquaintance; had you been ſo general in your 
„ Neſcription, as you are inclined to ſuppoſe I wifh 
& you to have been, I might have concerned myſelf 
& for her as for a Woman, a Fellow Creature, but 
ec not have been anxious for her as a Friend,” © “ 
„ am obliged to you for the Encouragement you 
ce give me,” replied Sabrina, „and hope I ſhall not 
* be ranked among the preſumptuous, if T am in- 
« duced by it to be very circumſtantial in my Re- 
lation. I find I ſhall not be able to paſs ſlightly 
e over any Part of the Life of my Favourite.” © 

« Pray then,” ſaid Carinthia, “ proceed, for 1 
ce am impatient to hear a little more of this languiſh- 
& ing Friend, who you have fo lately introduced to 
„„ my Acquaintance.” ' * 52011620 FOIL 

* Four Highneſs will think,“ replied Fabrins, 
& that you are likely to heat full enough of her, when 
* you find me going back agaih to an Age when 

— EIT = PR 
e thoſe Charms were only in their Bud. 
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Harriatt ſoon found herſelf more unfortunate in the 


Loſs of her Mother, than ſhe could at firſt apprehend. 


Being too young to take Care of her Father's Houſe ,. 


he invited a Sifter-in-Law of his, called Jſabella, to 


live with him. He had another Inducement beſide 
the Deſire of having her inſpect his Family, and aſſiſt 
in the Education of his Children. Iſadella had a For- 


tune on which Reynolds had ſome Views, not but ſhe 


was a young Woman, but being very plain in Perſon, 


and diſagreeable in Manners he thought her not like- 


ly to marry. 

Jſabella had naturally, by the 8 af Ci 
kind. Star, a Diſpoſition to Love without the Means. 
of inſpiring it. Ibis unhappy Turn had produced to 
many Mortifications, as greatly ſoured: her Temper, 
which originally was very bad. She envied the firſt 
Dawnings of her Neice's Charms; ſenſible how par- 
tial Nature had been between their Forms, ſhe hated 


Harriott for having ſo unequal à Share of Beauties; 


and her chief Application was to torment her. 

Poor Harriott's gentle Temper was greatly op- 
ka 5 by the Severity of this Woman; her Endea- 
vours to pleaſe were unſucceſsful; the Smiles and 
Softneſs with which ſhe would try to win her Aunt 
over to Good- Humour, called up ſuch inexpteſſible 
Graces to her Countenance, as increaſed the envious 
Labella s Rage; every endearing Attempt to amuſe, 
for the ſame Reaſon, excited her Anger; even Har- 
riotts Tears ſtruck freſh Daggers to her Soul, Sor- 

row appeared ſo. beautiful in ber.. 

When Reynolds carried his Family into the Coune 
try to his Farm Houſe, Harriott found ſome little 
Amendment in her "lid As ſhe was expoſed. 


tothe Sight of very few People, ſhe was ſuffered to 


walk abroad; whereas, while ſhe remained in Town, 
a.confined: her to her Chamber, to conceal from 


iew. the Charms: ſhe could ſcarcely. endure to ſee, 


yeh leſs to have beheld by. others. 6 s Income 
ine MY 
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being now very mall, //abelia pretended a Neceſſity of 
employing her Niece in ſuch a Share of the Bufineſs 
of the Houſe and Farm, as ſhe hoped, by expoſing 
her to the Wind and Sun, might blaſt or ſcorch the 
Beauties which ſhe envied. But that had not the 


Effect Iſalella hoped, one would have thought the 
Sun and Wind reſpected her Complexion, for it re- 


ceived no harm, and her Beauties increaſed with her 
Age. She was obedient to her Aunt's Commands, 


and could not diſlike any Employment, which divided 


her from one ſo rigid, But ſhe was not twelve Years 
old; when ſhe found another Pleaſure in it. 
About a Mile from Reynold's Houſe lived a Gen- 
tleman and Lady, named Lanſcumb; they had one 
only Son about two Years older than Harriott, whom, 
on account of the Delicacy of his Conſtitution, they 
educated at Home, his fond Mother nor daring to 
venture him to a public School. Reynolds and this 
Family became extremely intimate. Mrs. Lanjcumb 
was charmed with Harriott, and their Son Augiſtus 
and they were thought of a proper Age to play toge- 
ther. He by ill Health, and ſhe by the natural Furn 
of her Temper and Vexation, was graver than is 
cuſtomary with Children of their Years; being above 
childiſh Sports, they uſed to ſpend their Time in 
Converſation or Reading, whenever the Families 
met, it being uſual to ſend them out of the Room 
to divert themſelves. Auguſtus living without con- 


troul, ſoon ſpent moſt of bis Time where Inclination 


led him; be learnt all Harriott's Employments, and 


would meet her in the Fields and accompany her. 


He was taught to play on different Inſtruments; 
when at Home he would play on the Harpficord, 

while ſhie accompanied it with her Voice; if the 
Meeting was Abroad, he brought! along with hima 
German Flute, to which {be would ſing, under ſume 
convenient Shade, which invited their youthful Fan- 
ei | ann £7 05 2153 gan 
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Au uſtus's Perſon was agreeable, and his Manner 
Riil more ſo; his Lemper almoſt as gentle as his little 
Play- fellow's, and his Underſtanding either had origi- 
nally, or took from her's, the ſame elegant, Furn. 
So early an Intimacy gave Riſe to a ſtrong Affection; 
they became moſt intimate Friends to each other. 

Harriott intruſted uguſtus with all her Vexations, 
and from his kind Sympathy received Conſolation; 


his Converſation grew the Entertainment of her hap- 


pier Hours, and his Idea ſo mixed itſelf with every 
Thing, that her Aunt's Severity was but half per- 
ceived, conſequently gave her leſs Pain, and laſted 
no Enger than ſhe met Auguſtus, to pour into his 
friendly Boſom the Complaints which then ceaſed to 
afflict her. 

Auguſtus, who had entire Power over his Mother, 
prevailed on her to contrive to have Harriott conti- 
nually there. Ihe good Woman was delighted with 
the young Beauty, and really loved her, from the 
rrefiſtibility of her own Charms, but what ſerved 
greatly tly to endear her to Mrs, Lanſcumb was, that her 

n was always much better when ſhe was there; he 
got a flow of Spirits as ſoon as ſhe appeared, his Com- 
plexion was no longer pale, his Eyes received new 
Life, he became both more healthy and more amia- 
ble, and ſince their firſt Acquaintance, his Conſtitu- 
tion was greatly mended; her Company enlivened 
him, and tempted him to live almoſt continually in 
the Air. Mr. La Lanſcumb was as fond of Harricit as 
either his Wife or Son; : whoever had ſeen them to- 
re: would have thought her his favourite Child. 

e took a Pleaſure, in letting her Share in, ſome of 
the Inſtructions he 7 Augu Eft, in-which her Do- 

cility charmed him; for the Beſire of recommending 
herſelf to his Son's. Eſteem made her apply _— more 
e On rammed ara, to her ane, 5 80 
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In this Manner they lived till Harriott had pat 
her fifteenth Year. Their Love was the Admiration 
of the Neighbourhood, every Look expreſſed the 
erceſſive Tenderneſs With which their Hearts were 
filled. Common Fame reported, that the Parents 
intended to unite them as ſoon as their Ages made it 
proper: and no one wondered at Lanſcumb's conſent- 
ing to marry his Son to one of ſo unequal a Fortune, 
for Harriott's Charms, in every one's Opinion made 
her ſuperior to the richeſt Perſon. © Many young 
Gentlemen ſighed in Secret, and avoided ſeeing her, 
in Hopes of weaning themſelves from a Paſſion in 
which they could not hope for Succeſs, fo viſible was 
the Affection ſhe bore to Auguſtus. 

Some indeed, more averſe to Deſpair, ventured 
their Adreſſes, and hoped in a Parent's Authority 
but Reynolds was ſo convinced, Auguftuss Parents 
deſigned him for Harriott, that he was eaſily per- 
ſuaded by her, notwithſtanding Iſabella's Endeavours 
to marry her Niece to any other, to reject e 
ſo much leſs advantageous. 2 

The young Lovers were now old enough to wiſh 
to be united; Auguſtus impatient to have his Happi- 
neſs aſcertained, determined to try his Intereft with 
his Mother ; nor did they apprehend there was great. 


Danger of not ſucceeding; the Behaviour of his Pa- 
rents encouraged their Hopes ; and it is moſt pro- 


bable they would ſpeedily have been gratified, had not 
Mrs. Lanſcumb died of a Fever, which ſeized her ſoon 
after ſhe had promiſed her Son to propoſe it to his 


Father, who, ſhe believed, would not object to his 
Alliance with a young Lady, for whom he real 4 


ſeemed to — a Lakota 2 ee joined with A 

miration. * 
denne Was ferriorr Turm 5 act the Patt of. 

Comforter, in which ſne acquitted herſelf the worſe, 


tor being Bert ſincerely afflicted. Auguſtus 405 
erly 
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derly loved his Mother, but how could he preſerve a 
Grief which communicated atſelf to his Harriott? he 
firſt concealed his Affliction, to ſpare her the ſympa- 
chetic Pains it gave, and by the CR Sane," * 
Meaſureiconquered it. noni 
Auguſtus was not the only Mako to ham ſhe 
was to adminiſter Conſolation. Lanſcamb was much 
affected with his Wife's Death, and found no Relief 
but in Harriott's Company; he avoided ſeeing any 
other Perſon, but could ſcarcely bear ſhe ſhould: be 
abſent from him. Her Converſation ſeemed to have 
as ſtrong Effect on his Affliction as on his Son's; he 
grew compoſed, and ſoon continued the Appearance 
of Sorrow, in order to prolong the Conſolation, ra- 
ther than to indulge himſelf. The young Lovers 
would have wiſhed he had taken leſs Pleaſure in their 
Company, as it deprived them of many more pleaſing 
lite a tete; but as it flattered their Hopes of his Con- 
ſent, they cheriſhed it; and thought he —— be us rea- 


dy to acquire a new Daughter, whom he already loved 


ſo well, as they could be to aſł it. They only wait- 

ed for a good Opportunity of addreſſing him, when 

= found that Love had been ee ee e 
eynolds s. Ih 


35 e in the Uniformity of ite 


"IE hat one fo hateful, ſhould be born to hate; 1400 


Yet.3 in Contradiction to Reaſon as well-as Lnifors 
mity, Lſabella's Heart received a deep Impreſſion from 
Auguſtuss Charms. She had treated Harriott more 
ſeverely of late than ever, and laviſhed many Ca- 
reſſes on Auguſtus, both of which were little —— 


by Perſons whoſe Attention was ſo entirely engroſſed 
by each other. | Harriott little ſuſpected any tender 


Mati ve for her Aunt's ill — ; and her kindeſt 


Actions bore an Appearance of rigid Severity; ſo 


are was every Look or Sound from 1 
W195” er 
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Her Countenance and Voice were the dire& oppofites 
to Love; if ſhe made a Compliment, it was with 
ſuch Sternneſs on her Brow, as a Judge aſſumes; 
_-when he pronounces Sentence of Death on the moſt 
atrocious Criminal. The civileſt Things ſhe could 
invent, have by theſe Means often given Affront, and 
ſent away a Viſitor in a Rage, whom ſhe wiſhed to 
oblige. It is no wonder therefore, if Aug /tus did 
not diſcover a Tenderneſs fo well concealed, that her 
utmoſt Endeavours could not render it viſible. 
The mutual Love Jſabella knew ſubſiſted between 
her ' Niece and Awgu//us, more effectually deprived 
her of Hope than the Difference between his Age 
and her's; beſide, this was not ſo worthy her 
Thoughts, as it was an Obſtacle which could not be 
removed. The Wiſe will never aim at Impoſſibi- 
lities; all ſhe could do in the Service of her deſperate 
Paſſion, was to prevent an Union which at once ex- 
tinguiſhed all her Hopes. She plainly ſaw that Lanſ- 
cumb's Fondneſs for Harriott was not entirely paren- 
tal, and on this Knowledge ſhe formed her Plan. 
She unfortunately was agreeable to none, but ſhe in- 
truded herſelf on Lanſcumb, and at laſt found the 
could make herſelf endured, by chuſing Harritt as 
the Subject of her Converſation. She ſaid every 
Thing ſhe thought could encourage and increaſe his 
Paſſion; and when it ſeemed arrived at a ſufficient 
Height, ſhe contrived her Converſation fo arduths 
that ſhe brought him to confeſs it. | 

I ſabella now was convinced ſhe had the young 
Lover's Fate in her Power, and was reſolved not to 
uſe it with Moderation. She entertained Lanſcums 
with their mutual Love, and brought him to look on 
his Son with the Jealouſy of a Rival; at the ſame 
Time perſuͤading him, that he was more amiable 
than Auguflus, and was fo near him in Harries 
W that nothing but the Engouragaltiens m_— 

ope 


; „ 
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Hope gives to Affection, made the Difference. That 
ſhould he once declare himſelf her Lover, and refuſe 
ever to conſent to her Marriage with Auguſtus, ſhe 
would be brought to ſee her own Intereſt, and not 
neglect the Offer of ſo fair a Fortune. Then ſhe 
repreſented to him H#grriett's implicit Obedience to 
Her, Father, of whoſe Affiſtance he. might be well 
aſſured. 

Lanſcumb was too much in Love, not to have 
thought of all this before, but was aſhamed to ob- 
ſtruct an Union he had appeared to approve, and 
afraid to declare himſelf a. Rival to one fo much, 


and with ſo. much Reaſon, beloved. The Paſſions 
require but little Encouragement, nothing grows ſo 


faſt, even if neglected, how much more may they 
be expected to flouriſh with cultivation. Iſabella 
found it no difficult Taſk to prevail on Lanſcumb 


to prefer his own Happineſs to his Son's; and he 


ſoon made the Propoſal to Reynolds. The old Cap- 
tain conſidered the Money much more than the Man, 


and thought the certain Way to render his Daughter 


Happy, was to make her Rich; if he ſettled her in 


the Enjoyment of the Lanſcumb Eftate, he was very 


indifterent whether the Father or the Son was to 


Mare it with her. 


He was no Stranger to his Daughter's Affection 


for Auguſius, but he had always found her ſo obedi- 


ent to every Purpoſe of his Will, ſo glad to give up 
her own Inclinations to what ſhe but ſuppoſed his 


Choice, that he had no Doubt of her Obedience. 
He received Lanſcumb's Propoſal with Joy, and rea- 
dily promiſed him his Daughter. 


. ——— 


engaged, Harrtett and Auguſius were walking toge- 
ther, and rejoicing in a tete d tete, which was now 


leſs opt ſes? than formerly, little gueſſing 
4 the 
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the Occaſion of their Pleaſure would make them pay 
| fo dearly for the ſhort-lived Happineſs. 


__ "The chief Subject of their Conti was the 
beſt Means of applying to Lanſcunib ſor his Conſent 


to a Marriage, on which all his Son's Hopes, his very 
Life depended, They conſidered of various Ways, 
and at laſt agreed, that Aug tus ſhould make the Con- 


verſation turn on Harriott's Perfections, the next 
Time he was alone with his Father; and when the old 
Gentleman had done them the Juſtice he never fail- 


ed to do, then his Son ſhould beg him to make them 


bis; to give him a Bleſſing beyond the Being which 
be owed him, and to found his Duty on the trueſt 
Gratitude a Heart could pay; and which could be 
greatly due ſor a Felicity he could receive from this 
alone. 


When they bad ſormed their Plan, and indulged their 


Imaginations in the Succcſs they hoped, happy, al- 


moſt beyond Poſſeſſion, in their ful Perſia, of a 


ſpeedy Union, they were interrepted in a Converſa- 
tion too charming to have been ever finiſhed with 
Pleaſure, by the old Gentlemen, and Iſabella. The 


latter ſeemed to ſmooth her rugged Brow, and abated 


the Terrors of her Countenance; ſhe had even a 


Sort of Smile upon it, tho' a Perſon who had not 
known it was the ſofteſt Look her Features could 
wear, would have thought it no other than the mali- 
cious Grin, one might expect to ſee O' erſpread the 
Face of Alecio or Teſiphone, when the Forments they 
inflict ſucceed to their Wiſh. And herein the Stran- 
ger would have been a better Judge than Harmlott, 
who was delighted with fo uncuſtomary a Sight, as 
the leaſt Gleam of Satis faction in a Mind, * o 
feel and to create nothing but Wretchedneſs. She 


hoped from it a milder Freatment for ſome fewHeurs, 


and received freſh Pleaſure from the Proſpect. 
Vor.l. N 
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The old Gentlemen' appeared in more than com- 
mon Spirits; and Lanſcumb particularly careſſed her 
ſo much, and ſeemed ſo exceſſively fond of her, that 
it encreaſed the Hopes of the young Lovers, who by 


Looks congratulated each other, and were much elat- 
ed by the Encouragement they conceived- from it. 


When Reynolds and his Family had accompanied 
Lanſcumb within a ſmall Diſtance of his own Houſe, 
they took Leave of him and his Son, and returned 
towards home. The old Gentleman was, in ſo good 
a Humour, Auguſtus thought it would be imprudent 
to miſs the favourable Opportunity. He eafily led 
his Father into Raptures in Harriztt's Praiſe, who 
was too full of the Subject to have talked on any 
other ; he felt a Shame at breaking his Deſign to his 


Son, which was equal to the young Man's Fear of 


doing the ſame Thing to him, and yet both wanted 
that Explanation ſhould be over. When Lanſcumb 
had enumerated Harriott's Charms and Virtues, with 
as much Ardour as his Son could expreſs, Auguſtus 
then, as a further Inducement, talked of the Happi- 
neſs her Father muſt enjoy, in having one ſo amiable 
and tender, to ſooth the Infirmities of Age, and tend 
the Bed of Sickneſs ; a Companion fo reaſonable and 

entle, as afforded at once all the rational Friendſhip 
to be hoped for in an old Perſon, with the 'Tendernefs 
and Aſſiduity of Youth. Auguſtus waited only his 
Father's Acquieſcence in this Point, to perſuade him 


to make this Happineſs his own ; and as he had often 


wiſhed for a Daughter, to make her one, which would 
be doing more for himſelf than he could have expect- 
ed from Nature; fince ſuch Perfections as were given 
to Harriott, were ſcarcely ever to be found in any 


other Woman. Lanſcumb did not give his Son Time 


to urge this Reaſon for conſenting to their Marriage. 
Taking Advantage of what Auguſlus ſaid, concerning 


4 


Reynolds's. 
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Reynolds) s Happineſs in his Harriott's Care, he told 
him, he had often thought of it in the ſame Light, 
and had at laſt been brought by it to a Reſolution he 


wanted to impart to him. Auguſtus was overjoyed to 


find his Father, as he thought, going to caſe, him, of 
all his Fears, by making that Propoſal himſelf, which 
he found he could not utter without trembling, not- 


Withſtanding the Reaſon he had to depend on bis 


ready Acquieſcence; for what we greatly with to 
gain we greatly fear to loſe, however ſmall the Dau- 


ger. His Eyes expreſſed his Joy, though he ſilently 


liſtened to what his Father was going to impart. 
Lanſcumb was in ſo much Conſuſion when he would 
have declared his Intention, that he could not do it, 
abruptly; but firſt obſerved, that it was a kind of 
Duty every one owed to themſcly cs, to provide for 
their Happineſs as far as Equity would permit; that 


Reynolds to be ſure enjoyed a Happineſs no one elſe 


could boaſt, but yet there was a Means of ſhaiing it 
with him. Harrinth deſerved a more ſplendid Fortune 
than that to which ſhe was born; ſhe was rich in 
Charms, and Fortune was but juſt in being covetous 
to. one, on whom Nature had laviſhed Gifts ſo much 
more precious, than ſhe had to beſtow. This Daugh- 


ter was Reynolds's Treaſure, that which made him an 


Object to be envied by the wealthieſt Perſon, and yet 
even this Treaſure might be obtained of him; and 


would it not be unwiſe in any one not to endeavour 


to obtain what was more valuable than the Riches of 
a Kingdom ? 

All this Circumlocution ad Auguſtus ; he ſaw 
his Father was under great Difficulty how to declare 
bis Purpoſe plainly, and could not account for it in A 
Way that flattered his elated Hopes. He knew his 
Paſſion was no Secret, therefore his Father could be 

N 2 under 
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under no Pain leſt he ſhould not gladly accept the 
Hand he muſt be ſenſible he ſighed for. He began to 
appretend the Misfortune which was going to befall 
him,. but could not forbear ackowledging, with a 
trembling; Voice, the Juſtice of what Lanſcumb ſaid, 
concerning the Folly of not endeavouring to obtain 
Harriott. 

Lanſcumb ſaw his Son's Fears, and was not ſorry 
they would a little prepare him for what was to fol- 
low, He procecded to ſay he was glad their Opi- 
nions agreed ſo well; as it would always be a Plea- 
ſure to him to have his Son's Approbation, though 
mott Fathers were indifferent as to that Point, and 
only required their obedient Acquieſcence ; but for 
his Part, he wiſhed to live with him as a Friend; 
arid fince he fo readily approved of the Requiſites to 
his Contentment. he ſhould always find him anxious 
to eſtabliſh the Happineſs of a Son, who poſſeſſed and 
deſerved his Love; promiſing fo to ſettle his Eſtate, 
as ſhould quiet any Fears he might have, of ſuffering 
conſiderably by the Family which might ariſe from 
this Marriage. Adding, that the World might per- 
haps Llame him for ſo young a Choice, but whoever 
knew Harriott would allow, chat a more prudent Con- 
duct, or more rational Turn of Mind, Could not be 
found | in an older Perſon. 

Poor Auguſtus was not able to apßolt ſo cruel a 
Diſappointment; to find his Hopes fo deceived was 
more than his Conſtitution could bear, Life forſook 
him, and he ſunk at his Father's Feet. 

Lanſcumb knew too well the Occaſion of this ſud- 
den Seizure to venture an Enquiry into the Cauſe ; he 
did what he could to recover his Son, who was not 
brought to himſelf for a conſiderable Time. LZanſ- 
cumb expreſſed great Concern and Fear that fome Ill- 
els would ſucceed it, taking great Cure to avoid be- 


ing 
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ing ſuſpected of knowing the Reaſon; but the Agonies 
in which be had thrown Auguſtus were too great to 
be concealed. When he ſaw himſelf ſo near being 
deprived of all his Proſpects of Happineſs, he thought 
it full Time to ſpeak; and accordingly, when Lan 
cumb was exprefling his Fears, and giving Directions 
for all poſhble Care to be taken of him, Auguſtus, 
taking hold of his Hand and preſſing it, ſaid, 850 

« For Heaven's Sake, Sir, be not thus anxiouſly 
tender for a Life, which muſt prove the heavieſt 
« Burden to your Son, if you deprive him of all for 
«« which he would wiſh to live. You gave me Being, 
« for your Happineſs I can refign it; but I cannot 
live to bear any other Relation to the lovely Har- 
ritt than that of Buſband, We were bred toge- 
<< ther, our Hearts were united in Infancy, and every 
«« Year has ſtrengthened the Union, which your 
« Goodneſs gave me Reaſon to hope would never be 
© diflolved. Conſider, Sir, the Similitude of our 
« Tempers, the Equality of our Ages, every Cir- 
% cumftance that could promiſe Happineſs, offered 
ce itfelf in our Favour, Her Father may perhaps give 
& you her Hand, but even ſhe cannot give you her 
« Heart; it has been mine from Childhood, and mine 
„ hers, ſo cloſely united that we have never ſeemed 
« actuated but by one Heart, one Will. You have it 
© in your Power to make her love you as a Father, a 
& BenefaCtor, and a Friend; to excite two Perſons, 
ce blefled by your Goodneſs, to employ every Hour, 
% and every Thought, in making you, if poſſible, as 
«© happy as you have made them. Does not this, 
Sir, afford a more pleaſing Proſpect to your Ima- 
“ oination than the ſeeing your Son expire by the 
* Hand which , ſhould preſerve him; your Wife 
„ thinking with Hatred on the Tyranny that made 
« her ſuch, and by weeping her own. Wretchedneſs 

; R % commu- 
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communicate it to you. But why am I thus com- 
66 bating a Deſign you never.can have harboured? 'I 
4%+..affront you but to ſuppoſe you {crious-in a Diſcourſe 
+5; which you can have made only to encreaſe the Hap- 
*. pineſs you intend me; pardon my Fears, attribute 
them to my Exceſs of Love, and compenſate | for 
the Fortures theſe few ſhort Minutes have ee, 


N « by a Promiſe of a happy Life.” 


/ The gathering Cloud: on Lanſcumb's Brow gave the 
—— a melancholy Anſwer before he ſpoke, which 
his Words too well eonfirmed: & Shall a Son, ſaid 
„% he, dictate to his Father ? ſhall he be the Director 

of his Actions? Muſt I, Sir, afk your Leave to be 
% happy? Your Duty calls upon you to ſuppreſs your 
I prefumptuous Hopes; the Lightneſs of a youthfnl 
Mind ſuddenly receives, and as quickly loſes an 
AImpreſſion; Life does not hang by fo flender a 
FTbread as the Love of an idle Boy leads him to 
imagine; I am not to be terrifted by ſuch vain 
Ibreats, nor moved by ſuch trifling Arguments, 
aimed only at an Age that has outlived its Paſſions; 


mine are now at their greateſt Strength, and you 


4 will find my Reſentments are ſo too, if you longer 
„ diſpute my Will; Obedience is the Son's. Part not 
e the Father's, and L expect it from you, or ſhall 
9 40 ſoon forget the Relation between us; and no long- 
der look on you as my Son, than ybur 8 
e ſhe ws you look on me as your Father“. 
With this ſevere Menace Lanſcumb left A in 
the extremeſt Agony; he loved his Father, and re- 
ſpected paternal, Authority, but he could not live to 
+ call his Harriott Mother; be felt that his Exiſtence 
- depended on the Hopes of poſſeſing, her; her Marriage 


' : withibis Father would make a future Union impoſ- 


We and * no Aleana of. n it. In 


91. ONT | | this. 
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this Situation I fhall leave him, while we examine A 


4 little: into the State of Harris Mind. 


Reynolds was too much delighted with the Match 


todefer communicating it to his Daughter, any long- 
er than till they had loſt ſight of the Gentlemen, from 
whom they had parted. Sbe was ſo ſurprzed with 


this Propoſal, that ſhe could return no immediate 
Anſwer, which left him Time to expatiate on the 
Advantages which would ſpring from ſuch an Alli- 


ance, of the Riches which awaited her, and of the 


Gratitude ſhe owed to Lanſcumb for . W he 


would beſtow on her. 


Harrioit'ñ Feet had been finted to one Spot. WR 
his firſt [mentioning this - dreadful Propoſal. Her 


Thoughts were too buſy to leave her any Leiſure to 
liſten to her Father's Harangue ; at the End of which 
he afked her, why ſhe kept ſuch an ungrateful Silence, 


and ſeemed ſo inſenſible to her Father's Joy. She juſt 


raiſed her Eyes from the Ground, where they had 
been fixed the whole Time, and with a more reſolute 


Tone than ſhe was ever known to aſſume, juſt an- 


ſwered, “ J cannot marry” inns” and Aa _— of - 


'Fears furtcedonl. 

Reynolds inſtant) y flew into a violens Rag and 
1jabella*'s Wrath was not inferior to his. Poor Harriott 
could only weep; but was as little influenced as if ſhe 


had not heard — Nothing could prevail on her to 


wound Auguſtus in his tendereſt Affections, and to 


injure his Fortune at the ſame Time., She tried all 
that Tears, and the warmeſt and moſt humble En- 


treaties could do, towards ſoftening her Father, but 


without Succeſs. He was ſurprized at an Obſtinacy 
of which he imagined Harriott incapable, never-hav- | 

ing ſeen any thing but Compliance in her Temper ; - 
_ little knew that a * will make the gentlaſt 


Diſpoſition 


2 > 
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| Diſpoſition reſolute, in Oppoſition to what it eſteems 
unjuſt. Had he had nothing to combat but her Care 
for her own Happineſs, he might have ſucceeded, for 
ſhe would ſooner have given up every Satisfaction 3 in 
Life than have diſobeyed him; but her Engagements 
with Auguſtus could not, without Perjury i in her, and. 
the grea teſt Detriment to him, be broken. She would 
not give her Father the leaſt Shadow of a Hope that 
' ſhe would conſent to this Marriage; ſhe grieved to 
diſobey, but all ber Anſwer was, ſhe could not do 
what her Conſcience forbad. 

Lan ſcumb came the next Day to 3 ber, ſhe told 
| * that ſhe honoured him as a Friend, and almoſt 
loved and reſpected bim as a Father, but could never 

feel ſor him the Affection of a Wife. He laughed at 
her Diſtinctions; and not being over delicate, was 
contented to receive her from her Father, ſince he 
ſaw.no Chance of obtaining her from herſelf. Accord- 
ingly. a Day was fixed, whereon Reynolds ſwore, if 
his Daughter was alive, he would give her to Laz/- 
eumb ; all neceſſary Preparations were ordered with the 
utmoſt Expedition. 

During this Time Iſabella made ſome Viſits to Au- 

gur and endeavoured to inſinuate herſelf into his 
Favour by lamenting his Misfortune. When ſhe ſaw 
he began to liſten to her with ſome Complaceney, ſhe 
hinted to him that Conſolation might be found in 
ſome other Object; that though he might not find 
one ſo young and handſome, yet People might be 
agreeable though paſſed the higheſt Bloom of Youth, 
and love, perhaps more truly, as well as not be attend- 
ed with ſuch adverſe Circumſtances. 

© HAvguſtxs did not immediately perceive that auen 
meant by this to deſcribe herſelf; hut when it grew 
——— Ws tou ee Ae in 1 

ing 


. 190 


WI Y . 0 ©S 


Tormentor. o? bly 


Chip!t2.” 4 Jovansy through LIFE. 471 


finding he could not receive the Benefit he Hop ed for 
from her Compaſſion, he would no longer Haug the 
Converſation of a Woman he hated, AS, Harridtt's 
UF Df 

"Great. Care was taken to prevent we Tntercourſe 
between Auguſtus and Harriott; but when the Day 
fixed for her Marriage grew very near, the Ingenuity, 
or rather the Generoſity of Lovers, conquered all Ob- 


ſtacles, and they contrived a Meeting: Night; the 


favourable Time for Love, was choſen ; ſome Time 
was ſpent in Tears and Lamentations,” till Zuguftus 
ſhook off this too ſoft Melancholy, and propoſed to 
Harriott a Scheme he had formed, which was, that 
ſince they were driven to ſuch Extremities, and their 
Parents could cruelly doom them to be miſerable, they 
ſhould withdraw themſelves from an Obedience to a 
Power, exerciſed only to their Unhappineſs; and as 
her reſolute Denials could not prevent their purſuing 
their Purpoſe, and forcing her to a Match to which 
they muſt ſee ſhe would not conſent, they ſhould fly 
together, and be married at the firſt Place where they 
could venture to ſtop. As Lan/cumb had no other 
Child, Auguſtus thought natural Affection would in 


Time plead ftrongly for his Forgiveneſs; but if it 


ſhould not avail, there was no Poverty he would not 
prefer to the Loſs of Harriott, nor any Difficulties 
which would not be changed into Pleaſures, by the 
Recollection of their being the amen of his 
Union with her. 

The little Chance Harriott ſaw of avoiding the in- 


tended Marriage, when ſtrengthened by a Lover's 
Arguments, was an irreſiſtible Motive for her Oom- 


Je Auguſtus, in Expectation of ſucceeding, 
ad ordered a Servant to have Horſes in Readineſs, 


and before Day*break they ſet out, chuſing the Road 
they thought leaſt likely to be ſuſpected. . 


« Being 
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r Being too much tired to accompany them,” 
added Sabrina, . I muſt beg your Highneſs's Per- 
«* miſſion to leave them to travel a little . by 
* emlelves,”! = 


ht End of the Firſt Volume, 
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